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OUT FROM STAGE 


Helen Chandler will leave “The 
Silent House” June 2. She is going 
© California with her mother, who 
dbjects to her daughter remaining 
Onger on the stage, now turning her 


ver to Hollywood to see what it 
an do for her. 
Mother says that Helen has 
farned too much about life while 
M.the theatre,” and for some time 
been anxious to pry her loose 
fom the environment. 
It seems that Helen appeared in 
e “Wild Duck” at too early an 
se and became very Ibsenesque, 
A mother says. Then she read 
ora Duncan's diary and took to 
faring flowing Grecian robes and 
tis uplifted was wont to quote 
etry. 
Mother became extremely alarmed. 
remonstrated and insisted 
4t she ahandon her newfangled 
Nea which were for no good and 
Move herself from the theatrical 


(Continued on page 41) 


Broadcast Opening June 7 


June 7 (Thursday), starting at 2 
in the afternoon, music publishing 
firm of Donaldson, Douglass & Gum- 
ble will hold a house warming in its 
business headquarters at 1595 
sroadway. 

The event will be broadcast. It 
is the first time a house warming 
will have gone over the air. 

Willie Collier is to be the m.c., 
and Mayor Jimmy Walker the star 
guest. 

Walter Donaldson, Walter Doug- 
lass and Mose Gumble are the trio 
of partners in the new enterprise. 


Amateur Movie Club 


Produces Feature Film 


Utica, N. Y., May 29. 

An amateur movie club is doing 
business in Washington Mills, near 
here, even going so far as to pro- 
duce a feature picture, “Shorty 
Makes the Grade.” 

It is known as the Mohawk Val- 
ley Civic Club, 


plays. In picture production the 
totals show that one out of four 
feature films does not recover its 
production cost. An erception to 
this may be a distributor able to 
force circulation for a bad picture 
and recover in that way. 

In the dramatic box score, Mr. 
Atkinson appears ag the first win- 
ner who is of a morning daily. In 
preceding seasons all leaders have 
been of the evening papers. An- 
other point noticeable in close con- 
nection is that Percy Hammond, sec- 
ond, is also on @ morning paper, 
“Herald Tribune.” 

Two New York critics are not in- 
cluded in the dramatic box score 
for reasons before stated in Variety. 
Walter Winchell, “Graphic,” was 
dropped when barred from the Shu- 
bert theatres, and again Winchell 
was under suspicion of “picking his 
spots” in attending premieres. Rob- 
ert Coleman of “The Mirror,” eve-. 
ning paper, appeared to write his 
reviews at pleasure or leisure and 


cameras, is advertising its product 
with 24-sheets in Chicago. 


Coney Island’s Bedlam 
As Movietone Reel 


Coney Island with all its chaotic 
chatter will go on the Fox Movie- 
tone. 

Fox Movietone cameramen were 
at Luna Park last week, capturing 
for the talker the crowds and all 
the accompanying noises. 

One of the oldest stunts pulled 
with the Movietone camera was the 
shooting of all the ballyhoo talk at 
the various concessions along the 
line. 

On the chutes the cameramen 
accompinied the crowds up and 
down the trip. 


was also dropped. Both reviewers 
were carried on Variety's recording | 
sheets. Winchell closed the season | 


with a percentage of .879, and Cole- 
man 740. 

A detailed story on the Dramatic 
Box Score is on page 51 of this is- 


sue, and a story of the Film Box 
4 


Score on page 11. 


houses where legitimate is produced, 
built years ago, are facing extinc- 
tion. 
The modern movie house, Trout- 
man stated, in addressing his class, 
(Continued on page 2) 


Debs in Chorus 


“Say Whena,” musical version of 
“Love in a Mist,” which Carl Reed 
is producing, will have a chorus of 
society debutantes. The debbies 
are under the wing of Elisabeth 
Marbury. 

Virginia Smith and Alison Skip- 
worth are in the cast. Opening is 
scheduled for June 11. 


BROOKS 
THE NAME YOU GO BY 
WHEN YOU GO TO BUY 


'\COSTUMES 


GOWNS AND UNIFORMS 


1437 BWAY. NY. TEL PENN. 
AWS? 25.000 COSTUMES TO RENT 


| 
i= 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| | 


VARIETY’S LONDON OFFICE 
2 8 St. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 


FOREIGN 


7870-2096-3199 Regent 


CABLE ADDRESS, VARIETY, LONDON 


Wednesday, May 30, 1928 


London as It Looks t 


By Hannen Swaffer By Edward Asswad 


Cairo, May 6. 
In the Ezbekieh .Garden theatre 
of Cairo, “The Thief of Bagdad,” 
performed by Zaki Okacha & Com- 
pany has held the adm’‘ration of the 
public by the agnificent decora- 
tions. This play has been extracted 
from the “Arabian Nights” by Ah- 
med Eff. The most important ac- 
tors are Zaki Eff. Okacha, who 
played the thief with as much wit 
as fancifulness, and the well-known 
actress, Alia Fawzy, who played 
the Princess of Bagdad. 


London, May 18. 

It is all very well for Variety to print silly paragraphs from returned 
travelers about how I am becoming a human being, and nonsense like 
that. The real truth is that London 1s just recovering from nine suc- 
ecssive first nights, with only one evening in between. Three of the 
siittts were American, and the rest were our responsibility. 

Why Is Business Bad? 

As London’s theatrical business is now worse than it has been since 
Christmas, 1921, these nine productions force a reason for asking why it 
is My own explanation is that potential authors so thoroughly despise 
the theatre managers of today that they will not write for them, and that 
they do not think in terms of the theatre any louger. They drift into 
journalism or publish novels—and there they stop. 

American Flops 

“Our Little Wife,” by Avery Hopwood, ran four nights, three too many. 
That was the first flop of the nine new contributions to modern thought. 
Like “Who’s Who,” which had run four nights the previous week, it 
showed that we are sick of farce, unless Tom Walls does it, and “Thark,” 
his present show, according to an American I met yesterday, was the 


A Turkish troupe has recently 
visited the Kursaal theatre, called 
“Dar El Badayeh.” The company 
includes some of the most famous 
and talented artists in Turkey who 
regularly play at the Municipal Con- 
servatoire at Constantinople. They 


worst play he had seen for months, although it has run here a year. 
That is the Atlantic’s difference, of course, in point of view. 

“The Barker,” another American show, has done so badly that James 
Kirkwood is complaining about his treatment. I hear stories of half sal- 
aries; how it runs on I do not know. I liked it, but the public does its 
own barker. 

Plays of All Kinds 

“Mud and Treacle,” Basil Dean’s new drearyism, was altered imme- 
diately, and some of its slanguage cut, but Tallulah Bankhead, its star, is, 
I am sure, now on the decline. It could not go on forever, this Senator’s 
babpy-daughter stuff—as a rage, I mean, electric as are Tallulah’s gifts. 

“Four People’ and “The Road to Rome” were the two good plays of 
the misfortunate nine. Miles Malleson has something to say, but a small 
public to say it to, and Robert Emmet Sherwood has murdered his play, 
so far as London is concerned, with filthy lines fit only for the Bowery. 

We admired his sparkling satire, every now and then, and the play, a 
copy of Shaw’s mock-historic style, contained beautiful lines. But the 
very public that should be attracted by the author’s anti-war attitude 
would be horrified by the dirt. 

Personally, I think the play would be improved with Lockhart’s ele- 
phants. It is no good talking about elephants. Bring ’em on! Barnum 
knew that when he bought Jumbo. : 

' A Great English Actor 

England’s two new ideas of thrill plays were by A. E. W. Mason and 
Michael Morton, both from books. Both are wordy, stagey and dreary in 
long chunks, 

I am doubtful about “The House of the Arrow,” the first one; the sec- 
ond “Alibi,” should run because of Charles Laughton’s brilliant acting. 
He is the acting hope of our theatre, the best character actor I have seen 
since Tree, although, Tree, of course, combined various great qualities. 

Ernest Truex, has a new so-called farce that cannot run more than a 
fortnight. It was written by a theatre manager and it proved merely 
dreary. Ernest did not tell us about his boys at our “English public 
school” this time. His first night speech was too short for that. He 
knew! 

Grand Guignol Is Dead? 

The other first-night of the nine was Bertie Meyer’s revival of Grand 
Guignol, which merely proved that, after all the shock plays we have seen, 
Grand Guignol, doesn’t shock any more. 

Hi. F. Maltby contributed a one-act play, “Something More Important,” 
which should make a fine vaudeville sketch on your side. I advise some 
clever melodramatic actor to seize it. 'Pinero’s sentimental playlet was 
the other success. You would not like that. 

Pity the Poor Critic! 

Now I have written all this nonsense just to give you an idea of what 
being a critic is. I know they have to work harder on your side. We get, 
at the most, three nights a week here, as a rule. But fancy nine even- 
ings providing us with only what I have described! 

There is not one play of the whole nine that could fight the movies. 
Every now and then plays drive decent people away from the theatre, 
whereas the movies, by clever censorship, encourage the family. 

Jake May Save Us 

I do not wonder Jake Shubert is here. I am sure he felt, as I do, that 
something’ had got to be done about it. It needs some visionary like him, 
some combination of Napoleon, Reinhardt, Henry Ford and Ella Wheeler 
Wilcox to lead us back to the straight and’ narrow way. 

Consider the Lilies 
the cissified gang, who now think themselves the important 
theatre, are holding their lly hands still. They have one 
and then kiss each other at tea—and that is the end of all 


Meerwhile 
thing in our 
flash success 
hope in them. 

[ am sure the British theatre has now definitely resolved itself into 
something which is organized merely to get its own back on me. They 
produce all these bad plays, I am sure, merely so that I shall be annoyed. 
I cannot conceive any other reason. 

After all, a man who disliked me could easily afford to spend $25,000 
of somebody else’s money merely to bore me for two and a half hours. 
If he knew how much it bored me he would do it more often. 


(Joe—Please ask Swaff to lay off the I’s for a week or so until the 
machine is fixed. Tell him he can substitute with We’s.) 


BECOMING EXTINCT 


(Continued from page 1) 


SAILINGS 
June 15 (New York to London), 
White and Manning (Leviathan), 
June 2 (New York to Berlin) Sam 
Wooding and band (New York). 
May 30 (New York to London) 


are “built to make John Jones feel 
like a king, getting a million dol- 


Eddie Darling, George Choos, Paul- 
ine Cook (Aquitania). 

May 26 (Paris to New York) Bob- 
by Connolly (DeGrasse), 

May 26 (New York to Hamburg), 
Hugh <A. Grady, general manager 
for Arthur Hammerstein, ahd Mrs. 
Grady (S. S. Albert Ballin). 

May 26 (London to Africa) Mr. 


and Mrs. Cherry Keurton (Llan- 
stephan Castle). 
May 26 (London to New York) 


Bertie Meyer (Berensaria). 

May 26 (New York to London) 
Mel Shaur (Leviathan). 

May 24 (New York to London) 
Newton Twins (Lapland). 


Hetty King Ill 
London, May 29. 
Hetty King was taken ill last 
week and had to leave the bill at the 
Coliseum. 


lars worth of service for 50 cents.” 

“Lights, carpets in which one 
sinks to the ankle, overstuffed seats, 
real marble, real tapestries, com- 
bined with a hodge-podge of enter- 
tainment including tap dancing, a 
couple of naked dancers, a news 
reel, a blues warbler and feature 
film, provide a mixture in which the 
movie goer is certain to find some- 
thing he likes,” Mr. Troutman said. 

Talkers not only deal the Speak- 
ing stage a terrific blow when de- 
veloped more fully, the speaker 
added, but they will also knock out 
the “baby dolls” in Hollywood in 
favor of real actors. 


“Running Wild” Didn’t Open 
London, May 29. 


“Running Wild,” due at the Carl- 
ton here June 13 and supposed to 
have opened in Glasgow last night 


She was replaced by Cecil Cun- | (Monday), was replaced there by 
vingham. “The Crooked Billet.” 


are all Moslems of good family and 
are highly educated. The two lead- 
ing ladies with the troupe are Badia 
Mowahid Hanoum, Chazie Mahmoud 
Hanoum, and the repertoire which 
they have given consists of adapta- 
tions from Mboliere, Strindlberg, 
Schiller, Andrieff and de Muller. 


Two different types of operatic 
art were given at the Royal Opera 
House at Cairo—“Orfeo” and “Sa- 
lome.” In “Orfeo,” naturally, there 
is no attempt at musical transmu- 
tation, the music might, in fact, 


in “Salome,” without the story the 
music would have been entirely in- 
explicable. “Salome” was consider- 
ably better done than “Orfeo.” 
Giulia Tess was congratulated on 
her performance of Salome. 


The Alexandria Amateur Dra- 
matic and Musical Society have 
really excelled at the Alhambra the- 
atre in their delightful performance 
of Ian Hay’s clever play “The Sport 
of Kings.” Mr. Attwood is more 
than a gifted amateur; he is an ac- 
complished artist. 


Mme. Parysis captivated the audli- 
ence at Alhambra theatre at Alex- 
andria with her charm and delicate 
manner in “Mademoiselle Flute,” 
clever 4-act comedy by G. Beer and 
Verneuil. 


An interesting music hall has 
been opened at the Pyramids Beer 
Garden at Giza near Cairo. The 
first play performed was “The Sta- 
tion Master” by Mr. Bahgat, Miss 
Dolly Antoine and the humorous 
Gamgoum and all the artists of 
Amin Sidky’s troupe. 


Screen 
Josy Palace—"“The Love Cruise,” 
a Greek national production; superb 
dramatic idyll in 8 parts featuring 
Miranda Theochary, Nic Dendra- 
midis, Dem Tsakiris, Filo Naoum, 
Varouchary, G. Papachristo and A. 
Stavridou. 
In “Florida,” Pola Negri plays the 
ideal woman, 
“Mon Coeur au Ralenti,” adapted 
from a novel of Maurice Dekobra, 
played by Anette Benson, Choura 
Milena, Messrs. Olaf Fjord and 
Philippe Heriat. 
Raquel Meller in “Nocturne” by 
Marcel Silver with Louis Lerch, a 
tragedy in two parts, has been 
shown, also a sumptuous produc- 
tion, “The Fallen Eagle,” featuring 
Lowell Sherman, John Harron, 
Pauline Garon, Gertrude Astor; a 
delightful romance. 
At Gaumont Palace—John Gilbert, 
Renee Adoree, Lionel Barrymore in 
“The Show,” Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
drama. It is a powerful and orig- 
inal film. 
At Metropole Cinema—“Napoleon” 
by Abel Gange has continued for 
several weeks of triumph. 
A splendid French realization of 
“La Ronde Infernale” with Jean 
Angelo and Blanche Montel. Richard 
Dix in “Knockout,” a _ delightful 
sporting comedy. 
“Fine Manners,” featuring Gloria 
Swanson, superb film de luxe. 
At Triumph Cinema—“First Love, 
First Pain,” sensational drama in- 
terpreted by Lya de Putti. 
“L’Enjeu,” sporting comedy with 
Norman Kerry. 
“Paid to Love,” with George 
O’Brien and Virginia Valli. 
“Up To Date,” comedy. 
“The Chinese Parrot,” played by 
Marion Nixon, a mystery drama. 
“Savage Beauty,” comedy, with 
the famous horse “Rex.” 
At Empire Cinema—‘Value of 
Hearts,” played by a remarkable 
star, Lya de Putti and Joseph 
Schildkraut. 


At Badia’s Hall, famous singers 
appear, including Fathia Ahmed, 
the Egyptian Nightingale; El Say- 
ida Nadirat, charming Syrian singer. 
The Arabic orchestra, directed by 
Mr. Ibrahim El Arian, Zaki Ezzat 
and Abdou EI Mancy El Awad, con- 
tributes to the fascination of Efranz 
Hanem, who is seen in fine exhi- 


have suited almost any theme—but | 


Australia 


By Eric H. Gorrick 


Sydney, April 21. 
“Rose-Marie,” revived by William- 
son-Tait at Her Majesty’s, is pull- 
ing big business. 
“The Girl Friend,” concluding a 
successful run at the Royal for 
W.-T., will be followed by 
“Rookery Nook,” same management. 
“The High Road,” at the Criterion, 
regarded as successful. Splendid 
acting by Irene Vanbrugh and Dion 
Boucicault. W.-T. have mounted 
the play along lavish lines. 
A slight falling off in business at 
the Empire, where “Take the Air” 
is under the Rufe Naylor direction. 
Piece set for a good run, neverthe- 
less. Bobby: Jarvis main principal. 
American mystery play called 
“Spooks” opened at the Opera house 
a couple of weeks ago. Attraction 
may run for a few weeks to fairly 
good business. Mystery plays are 
beginning to lose their punch here. 
Cast includes Marie D’Alton, Brian 
Ewart, Violet Neiz, Jack Settle and 
Darcy Kelway. Direction of Stuart 
O’Brien. 
Fuller opera season _ profitable. 
“Rio Rita” will follgw in at the St. 
James April 28. 
“The Donavon Affair’ will close 
shortly at the Palace, after a good 
run. ‘Whispering Wires” follows. 
Business tremendous at the Tivoli 
twice daily, with the Kelso Bros. 
revue as the cause. Company in- 
cludes Maurice Kelly, Howard 
Nicholls, Captain Smithley’s Lions, 
Flo Carroll and Flo Varley. Vaude- 
ville fills in rest of bill with Phil 
Brothers and Young Sisters, Ford- 
ham Brothers, Wallace and Geanette 
and Four Covans. Present line-up 
one of best shows to play this house. 
Quite a good show at Fuller’s this 
week, with “League of Notions” 
revue as the attraction. 


Pictures 
At last the mighty Capitol is open 
and Australia boasts having one of 
the finest picture theatres in the 
world. It is controlled by Union 
Theatres and is of magnificent 
beauty. The theatre is an at- 
mospheric one, giving the patron an 
impression of sitting in a beautiful 
old world garden, viewing’ the 
screening of a picture. 
The performance opened with the 
overture by a splendid ~-**%stra un- 
der the direction of Ted Henkel. In 
quick succession followed a news- 
reel, organ solos by Fred Scholl and 
illustrated slides for several of the 
pop songs played by the organist— 
old stunt, but, nevertheless, a knock- 
out here. <A short reel of scenic 
stuff and then a comedy called 
“Toddles.” This was followed with 
Henkel and his jazz band on the 
stage, Another big hit scored by 
Henkel. 
Then a corking ballet and on to 
the finale with “Fifty Million 
Frenchmen,” using band, organ and 
the ballet. 
John Barrymore in “His Lady” 
was the picture chosen as the main 
attraction. 
Unit idea presented by Henke] is 
along lines of the stage band units 
in America. Theatre will have a 
weekly change of program. 


Regent doing capacity business 
with Chaplin’s “Circus” and ‘“Me- 
tropolis.” 


“Chang” will finish next week at 
the Prince Edward, to be followed 
by “King of Kings.” 

“Sorrel and Son” still doing great 
business at the Crystal Palace, 
Haymarket is playing “Shepherd 
of the Hills” and “Count of Ten.” 
Russian Cossack Orchestra, Effie 
Fellows and Fred Moore _ special 
stage attractions. 

Lyceum has “Spotlight” and “The 
Bush Leaguer.” John Priora on 


stage. 

Lyric has “The Bush Leaguer” 
and “Spotlight.” Maggie Foster on 
stage. 


Strand and Hoyt’s playing “The 
Scarlet Letter (second run) and 
“Tessie.” 
“Monte Cristo” in for extended 
second run at Piccadilly. 


MELBOURNE 
Gilbert and Sullivan opera re- 
vived at His Majesty’s by W.-T. 
Melba opera season opens at His 
Majesty’s May 12 with “Aida.” 
W.-T. will open their new Com- 
edy theatre April 28 with Margaret 
Bannerman in “Our Betters.” 
“The Trial of Mary Dugan” is a 
hit at Royal for W.-T. 
Comedy season in vogue at the 
Athenaeum, with Percy Hutchin- 
son’s English company playing in 
“Mr. What’s His Name.” 
Tivoli has Florrie LeVarre and 
Lou Handman, Tivoli Loonies, 
Hazel Stallings, Alba, Kwong Sing 
War and Van Lowe. 
Bijou playing Stiffy and Mo revue. 
Pictures 

Capitol has “Camille” in for an 
extended season. 
Majestic playing ‘“‘The Love Mart” 
and Bush Leaguer.” 


bitions with Mme. Badia Masabny. 


Paramount featuring “The Spot« 
light” and “French Dressing.” 

Auditorium playing ‘Metropolis* 
on run. 


Union Books Direct 

Union Theatres, Ltd., controlling 
a big chain of movie houses, hag 
started its own vaudeville circuit, 
playing acts in all of the principal 
houses. Acts were at one time sup- 
plied the circuit by Tivoli Theatres, 
but a break occurred and Union 
Theatres are now booking direct. 

Acts at present playing: John 
Priora, Lorna, Lance and Leslie, 
Lynette and Redheads, Charlie Law-. 
rence, Gaby Mores, Martin and 


Marie, Ann Suter, Campbell Boys, '* 


Carmena and Carlos, Big Four, 
Henri French, Davy Jamieson, 
Cycling Duffys, Maggie Foster, Pro- 
logue Merry Widow, Di Gatanos, 
Check Hayes, Rex and Zenda. 


All Around 
Kathleen Reece will appear here 
for W. T. in “Princess Charming.” 


A company of Russian entertain- 
ers will play the Tivoli, Sydney, 
coming direct from Shanghai. 


Ann Suter will play a season in 


South Africa before returning to. . 


London. 


Cast for “Rio Rita” opening at si 


St. James, Sydney, for the Fuller 

people includes Gladys Moncrieff, 

Dave Mallem, Janette Gilmore, John '° 
Valentine, Charles Sylber, Marie 

Jaris; Queenie Ashton, Marie 
laine and Harry Burgess. 


“Thark” will be staged in Adelaide 
by the English company imported 
by W. T. 


John Fuller has arrived back in 
Sydney after a lengthy tour of the 
world. He has booked many at- 
tractions for his firm’s chain of 
theatres. Fuller stated prohibition 
is a farce in America. st 


Four Covans, colored dancers, ; 
joined up with the Sonny Clay band 
by the Tivoli people, did not sail ,, 
with the band on the last American , , 


out their 10 weeks contract. Em- 
perors of Harmony, another colored 
act with the Clay unit by the com- 
pany, will continue to play in this 
country for some time. 

Both acts had nothing to do with 
the scandal experienced by mem- 
bers of the Sonny Clay band in Mel- 
bourne recently. The Covans leave 
for America today. 


The Kelso revue unit will open @ 
Melbourne season next week. 


James Liddy and Beppie de Vries 
have gone to Perth to play in ‘‘The 
Student Prince” and “Madame 
Pompadour” for W. T. 


Pictures 

John C. Wright, attached to the 
Paramount organization here, has 
been severely criticized for his at- 
tack on the way a neighborhood 
movie theatre presented its enter- 
tainment. Some of Wright’s critics 
stated it would have been better for 
Wright to have been in this country 
some little time before making his 
attack. 

On the other hand, several peo- 
ple have said what Wright said 
about the theatre was quite correct. 
It is regarded in movie circles that 
his statements were rather in bad 
taste. 


Hal Carleton is putting out dig- 
aified advertising for “The King of 
Kings,” which opens at the Prince 
Edward, Sydney, next week." This 
picture has been eagerly awaited 
by movie patrons. 


Eva Novak leaves here today for 
Honolulu en route to Hollywood. 
Miss Novak’s contract with Phillips 
Films is still in force, but it is un- 


steamer but were allowed to finish ‘° 


certain whether Miss Novak will re- 
turn again to this country. Her last 
picture, “The Romance of Runni- 
bede,” will probably be placed on 
the English market at a later date. 
Miss Novak's departure practical- 
ly means the end of picture produc- 
ing here for some time. Twelve 
months ago a host of American film 
people were here working at high 
pressure, but they have all departed 
and so, we once again get back into 
our infant’s clothes as regards pic- 
ture producing here. 


British Dominion Films, with 
headquarters in Melbourne, agreed 
to form the company into a limited 
liability one with capital of one 
million dollars. C. R. Herschell is 
at its head. Pictures offered for re- 
lease include “Shooting Stars,” 
“The Glad Eye” and “Quinneys.” 
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VARIETY 3 


London’s Legit Trade Very 


One Hit of 9 New Plays in 3 Weeks 


London, May 29. 

Theatre business here is shock- 
ingly bad. Of nine shows produced 
within the three weeks, only “Alibi” 
is a success. 

“The Barker” took $1,000 during 
its third week, and the cast is on 
Avery Hopwood’s 
farce, “Our Little Wife,” lasted but 
five days, and the new Ernest Truex 
ghow, “Call Me Goegres,” ran but 
10 days, with its first matinee can- 
celed because of no sale. 

Also under the bad news comes 
Malleson’s “Four People,” which 
stopped after 17 days, and the new 
Bankhead play, “Mud and Treacle,” 
remaining just 24 hours longer than 
“Four People.” Revival of the 
Grand Guignol was another project 
failing to more than 18 days. 

Jack Smith’s second attempt to 
conquer London has failed, cast of 
“will o' the Whispers” being on a 
cut; “Lumber Love” has gone to 
pieces because of internal quarrels, 
and “Road to Rome” is not having 
an easy time of it. 


Even the big musicals have 
slumped. : 

“House of the Arrow” is doing 
moderately. 


“The Girl Friend” took a sudden 
dive. This musical is to be re- 
placed at the Palace as soon as 
Clayton & Waller can fix a suc- 
cessor. 


Circus Imposters 


Paris, May 29. 

Locai circus directors are pro- 
testing against the owner of a 
French tent show who iias pitched 
his canvas in town this week and 
calis himself Buffalo Bill. 

Bouglione, proprietor of kernel of 
dissension, has been touring France 
for a long time, but increased his 
program for the Paris date by en- 
gaging European animal acts and 
billing them as American. 

The show has been branded a co- 
lossai bluff inasmuch as the posters 
also give the impression that Tom 
Mix is appearing with the troupe. 


Acts Opening in London 


London, May 29. 

Vaude happenings include the re- 
turn of the Kouns Sisters for their 
annual visit. Opening at the Coli- 
geum yesterday (Monday) as head- 
liners, the couple were awarded 
three legitimate tab calls. 

Over at the Alhambra, and after a 
four years’ absence, Yvette Rugel 
made her popular reappearance. 

Yesterday also was marked for 
the hilarious reception accorded 
Will Fyffe at the Victoria Palace 
upon his return from America. The 
Fyffe name on the billing was re- 
sponsible for the capacity attend- 
ance. 


Duncan Memorial 


Paris, May 29, 

The French government is lending 
its co-operation in an Isadora Dun- 
can Memorial Week, set for June 
20-27. 

Dances, concerts and assemblies 
in the trocaderos and gatherings in 
the homes will be promoted in trib- 
ute to the American woman who 
tried to make the whole world dance. 


CORTEZ LOSES PEGGY 
Paris, May 29. 

Peggy has quit the act of Cortez 
and Peggy. 

She has taken a new partner in 
Sedano, and the couple will make 
thelr Mayfair debut in London dur- 
ing June. 


“Funny Face” in October 
London, May 29. 
“Funny Face” is set to open in 
England in October with the As- 
taires, William Kent and probably 
Allen Kearns in their original roles. 


“Marjolaine” Opens 
London, Muay 29. 
Russell Janney produced “Marjo- 
laine” at Blackpool last night, where 
it was well received. 
It comes into the Gaiety in two 
weeks. 
“Husband” Rehearsing 
London, Muay 29. 
C. B. Cochran is beginning rehear- 
8ais for “The Queen's Husband.” 
It's the Robert Sherwood show 
to open the end of next month. 


A Red Rose Chaser 


A red rose has been following 
Beatrice Lillie around the 
world. It started after her in 
Chicago, came with hé to New 
York, went across the water 
and is still with the English 
actress, arriving each and 
every morning. 

It was an Earl Carroll hunch 
to give the girl a daily re- 
minder he wanted her for his 
new “Vanities.” 

Carroll doesn't believe now 
that he can’t get her and the 
rose will show each morning 
until he’s convinced. 


Lady Ashley Lost Role 
Up-Staging Rehearsal 


Jane Alden has been engaged for 
the Elisabeth Marbury show, “Say 
When.” Miss Alden has been ap- 
pearing in “Rosalie,” and replaces 
in Miss Marbury's show the noted 
English beauty, Lady Ashley, now 
in New York. 

Lady Ashley, who is reported to 
be the sister-in-law of Lady Mount- 
batten, came to America on the 
invitation of Miss Marbury, to play 
this role. She was formerly of the 
English musical comedy stage. 

When rehearsals began Lady 
Ashley phoned she would not be 


able to attend the first week as she 
preferred to let the other principals 
first get up in their roles. Miss Mar- 
tury accepted the situation, but 
later sent Lady Ashley a note in 
which she explained that she 
thought it best to engage somecne 
else. 

Lady Ashley’s reputed London 
relative, Edwina Ashley, Lady 
Mountbatten, is 45, and the mcther 
of two children. Also one of the 
wealthiest women in England. When 
Lady Ashley was called at the Al- 
gonquin Hotel by a newspaper re- 
porter and inquiries made as to 
what relationship existed between 
her and Lady Mountbatten, her maid 
replied that she really could not 
say. 


Truex Show Taken Off 


London, May 29. 

“Mud and Treacle” closed at the 
Globe Saturday. 

“Call Me Georges,” the Ernest 
Truex show, left the Garrick the 
same day after a very brief run, 

Following at the Globe is the pre- 
vious banned Pirandello play, ‘Six 
Characters in Search of an Author,” 
which transfers from the Arts The- 
atre Club. 


American Indian’s Hit 


London, May 29. 
Princess Wantura, American In- 
dian prima donna, made her debut 
at the Trocadero (cabaret) Sunday 
night and scored sensationally. 


CLOWNS SOCKED FOR $4,000 
Paris, May 29. 

Appeal Court has confirmed the 
judgment condemning the Frateldini 
Trio, clowns, to pay the Circus Me- 
drano $4,000 for breach of contract. 

The act quit this circus to go over 
to the Cirque Hiver before the first 
engagement had terminated. 


ALL-WOMEN BILL 
London, May 29. 

John Hantman is repeating his 
all-women bili this fall at the Vic- 
toria Palace (vaud). 

Date for the all-femme event is 
set as Sept. 23, with Hetty King 
and Trixie Friganza the main fea- 
tures, 


His Grace Chills on Peggy 
Paris, May 29. 

Count Janzo froze up on Peggy 
Joyce when interviewed about pos- 
sible nuptials. He hardly knew her, 
he declared, and so far as the en- 
gzagement—the penny press was his 
informer. 


New Production Lags 
In Theatre of Paris 


Paris, May 29. 

Approach of summer is marked in 
the Paris theatre by lagging of new 
production. When Rostand’s “Le 
Trouble” flopped unmistakably at 
the Theatre Femina, the best the 
management could do was to stage 
a revival of an oid pantomime, 
“L’ Enfant Prodigue.” This is to run 
a fortnight, although from its re- 
ception it probably could run 
longer. 

Another semi-revival is a French 
version of Oscar Strauss operetta, 
“La Theresina,” by Leon Uhl and 
Marietty, presented at the Folies 
Wagram under direction of Victor 
de Cottons (formerly Marinelli's 
partner at the Olympia music hal] 
in 1913). 

Mme. Perrey sang the name role 
in a well received premiere. Others 
in the cast are Mme. Boucot, Andre 
Beauge, Robert Pizani and Ray- 
mond Lyon. 

Marital Woes 

“Le Donneur du Sang” had a fair 
introduction during the week. It is 
one of those social problem plays 
something like “The Adding Ma- 
chine” seen in America. It tells of 
the troubles of a family man who 
has ambitions but is balked in real- 
izing them because of the ceaseless 
necessity of supporting his brood at 
mean tasks. 


Paris After New Blood 


Paris, May 19. 

A new era of the Paris stage may 
be marked by the overwhelming 
success scored by Jean Giraudoux’s 
“Siegfried.” Crities and the public 
have been finally showing alarm at 
the dry rot which seemed to have 
overcome dramatic production here 
and they have lately, which is un- 
usual in France, been paying se- 
rious attention to the opinions of 
visiting foreign experts. 

What local critics, with - good 
sense, are calling for are new and 
vigorous dramatists and _ actors. 
After that must come more commo- 
dious and modern playhouses and 
a bettering of the technical appa- 
ratus of the stage, which in many 
cases is out of date. 


Jeritza in Wrong 


Paris, May 29. 

Jeritza is believed here to have 
put herself beyond the pale for Eu- 
ropean opera and concert, especially 
her flat refusal to sign for Strauss’ 
new opera, “Helen of Egypt.” 

Baron Popper, her husband, made 
a special trip to Paris to explain to 
the newspapers that it was not 
pique at failing to get a decoration 
from France that inspired her out- 
burst, but indignation at the treat- 
ment of the Vienna opera officials. 

The-alibi fell flat. 


“Blue,” Pale 


London, May 29. 

“Out of the Blue” registers as a 
pleasing comedy with insufficient 
body to make it an important finan- 
cial factor in the West End. Opened 
at Saint Martins last night. 

Neither is it an American pros- 
pect. 


TRIX SISTERS REOPEN 
London, May 29. 
Trix Sisters, reunited, opened 
splendidly as am act at Birming- 
ham yesterday. 


J. J.’a Travels 
Paris, May 29. 
After a week in Paris J. J. Shu- 
bert has left for Berlin, whence he 
will proceed to Vienna. 


Schippa in Paris © 
Paris, May 29. 
Titto Schippa, tenor, arrived a few 
days ago. He probably will give a 
concert here. 


West Novel Dramatized 
London, May 29. 
Jan Van Drutenu’s dramatization 
of Rebecca West’s novel, “The Re- 
turn of a Soldier,” will open at the 
Playhouse June 12. 


Jack Smith at Scala 
London, May 29. 
Jack Smith, currently in “Will o’ 
the Whispers,” goes to Copenhagen 
next month for four weeks at the 
Scala. 
He opens June M, 


Title Wanted 


Elisabeth Marbury has un- 
dertaken the preparation and 
publication of a book dealing 
with the life of Texas Guinan. 
Tex authorizes it and says she 
will tell everything, spare no- 
body, and go the works. 

The important issue of a 
title has come down to a 
choice of three, but with the 
field still open. Those not yet 
eliminated are “Queen of 
Clubs,” “Helle, Sucker,” “This 
Little Girl—,” with many re- 
jected, including “Padlocked," 
“Curfew Shall Not Ring To- 
night” and just plain “Texas 
Guinan.” 


FIRST AID TO LOSERS 


Anti-Suicide Service Shocks Ameri- 
can at Baccarat 


Paris, May 29. 

A Broadway sportsman and play- 
boy when he's at home got the ex- 
perience of his life at one of the 
French casinos recently. He was 
sitting at a baccarat table and was 
behind the game plenty. 

He paused.in play when he fin- 
ished the stack before him, and in 
the interval slipped an aspirin tablet 
in his mouth for a headache that 
had been bothering him since morn- 
ing. 

Instantly he was seized by four 
huskies, rushed to another room and 
in spite of his best resistance had 
to submit to a stomach pump. 


6 Foreign Beauts 
On Exhibition Here 


Winners of the beauty contests 
promoted in six European coun- 
tries by the Galveston chamber of 
commerce will arrive in New York 
early in June. 

The agency handling the girls in- 
tends booking them individually 
into independent ‘houses dfring the 
summer and to assemble them into 
au single turn under the itle of 
“Europe's Six Most Beautiful Wo- 
men” for a route over a big circuit. 

A representative of the agency 
Says that negotiations for the fall 
run are’ now being conducted with 
Loew's. 


Stoll Booking Indes 
Break for U. $. Acts 


London, May 29. 

A probable and near future break 
for American acts over here is that 
the Stoll Circuit is organizing a de- 
partment for the booking of inde- 
pendent vaudfilm houses. 

It will permit Stoll to offer a 
complete season to acts and evi- 
dently is to offset the competition 
of the picture houses, also playing 
vaudeville, 

It looks like a keen duel between 
Stoll and the cinentf& combines for 
American acts. 


Palladium Dark 


London, May 29. 

Management of the Palladium, 
unable to secure a temporary mu- 
sical show on sharing terms, and 
losing heavily on theatre's 
present vaudfilm policy, hus decided 
to close the house June 30, to re- 
open it Sept. 3 with straight vaude- 
ville again. 


“Skin Deep” Just That 
London, May 29. 

A beauty culture comedy called 
“Skin Deep” came into the Cri- 
terion last week to an indifferent 
reception, 

It is not likely to be a success 
nor is it suitable for America. 


MOSS SEWS BIRMINGHAM 
Londen, May 28. 
Moss Empires has assumed prac- 
tical control of Birmingham’s en- 
tertainment field with the purchase 
in that city of the Theatre Rontal. 
House was secured from Phillip 
Rodway. 


Paris to See “Burlesque” 
Paris, May 29. 
Wyn has bought French rights to 


“Burlesque” and makes knewn his | 


intention to stage it here during the 
winter season. 


Failure to Pay 
Graft Barred Her, 


Anna Fitziu Say 


May 


Paris, ave 

Disclosures made by Anna Fitziu 
lead to warnings addressed to 
American artists to beware of the 
approaches of agents offering con- 
cert dates with a string on them. 
The theory here seems to be that 


all Americans are dripping with kale 
and why not take them? 

Anna recounts a tale of her ex- 
perience. She was billed from end 
to end of Paris recently for a con- 
cert. Discussed details and nume- 
bers with the promoter. 

The night before she received a 
hurried notice that her music had 
been lost and the engagement would 
have to be called off. On the same 
program was another American arte- 
ist, wealthy woman, who has been 
studying here for months and was 
making her platform debut here, 
Nothing went wrong with her date, 

Miss Fitziu says she examined 
into the situation and found that 
the musician had spread cash gra- 
tuities where they would do the 
most good and all was smooth sail- 
ing. 

Miss Fitziu adds that at the time 
of the first “accident” she was in- 
formed that she would be booked 
for the next concert, but up to date 
has not been able to catch up with 
the mgnagement of the event. 


Refuse to Appear With 
Woman Who Shot Hubby 


Berlin, May 13. 


Nellie Grosavescu, who shot her 
husband, Viennese tenor, and was 
acquitted, is planning to appear as 
an actress in Vienna, 

Head of the Viennese Actors’ 
Association has stated that Mrs, 
Grosavescu is not a member of 
their organization and will never 
be accepted as such. Also, Viennese 
actors have refused to appear on 
the stage with her. 


Comedie in Germany 


Paris, May 29. 

French Government is agreeable 
to the Comedie Francaise touring 
Germany, commencing in Berlin 
next September where the company 
will play two weeks. Max Rein- 
hardt is sponsoring the project. 

This will be the first time the 
Comedie Francaise has visited Ger- 
many since the war. 


Vienna “Road to Rome” 


London, May 29. 
Max Reinhardt has secured the 
German and Austrian rights of 
“Road to Rome.” 


He will shortly produce it in 
Vienna. 
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4 VARIETY 


PICTURES 


Wednesday, May 30, 1928 


555 First-Line Features with 
219 Indie Full Lengths and 


656 Shorts for Next Season. 


t 


Approxiniately 555 feature pro- 
@Quctions will be made in America 
during the coming year by the 


major producing companies and the 
larger independents, this number 
to include road shows and specials. 
Last season the lineup of the stand- 
ard producing-distributing com- 
panies showed a total of 603 pro- 
ductions. Since then DeMille, 
seheduled to make 40, was merged 
with P. D. C. and then with Pathe. 

In addition to the 555 announced 
by the standard companies, inde- 
pendent features are listed® at 
around 219. It is not likely that 
over 100 of the independent pictures 
will be made, making the total fea- 
ture production for the new season 
around 655. 


in addition there will be 656 
short subjects, 
Various next season production 


figures have been printed, each dif- 
ferent from the others, with no defi- 
nite number of pictures attributed 
to each company. The following are 
reported accurate by each of the 
companies concerned: 


FEATURES 
Last 
28-'29 year 
Paramount 74 80 
First National..... 57 57 
34 26 
Warner Bros......... 30 40 
68 67 
Pathe (22 Westerns). 51 63 
7 40 
555 603 

SHORTS 

102 
656 


These figures do not include news- 
reels, though Universal figures in- 
clude 59 serial installments. 

INDEPENDENTS 
Allied Distributors (Cruze) (7). 20 
Artlee 


19 
12 
219 
Thompson-Diflon 
hompsen-Dillon’s 20th 
Los Angeles, May 29, 

David Thompson, assistant 
west const production manager for 
First National, and John F. Dillon. 
agirector for the same organization. 
are celebrating their 20th year of 
eontinual service in the picture 
business. 

Both left the staxce in June, 1908. 
and joined the acting ranks of the 


vriginal Medison filam company, 
where they played their first parts 


in “Littl Coxmen of the Varsity 
Fight,” adapted from the “Brown 
of Harvard” play. Edwin Porter 


Girected. 

Thompson contemplates a 
on his 20 vears’ experience in 
picture business. 


book 
the 


Los Angeles, May 29. 


Owing to the increasing demands 
Placed upon the Fox studios for 
Movietone work, their plans for 


$150,000 film laboratory, 
Tt will now cost 


building -a 
have been revised. 
$560.000 to build. 


M.P.T.0.A. Convention 
Deferred Until Sept. 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

The annual convention of the 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America, usually held around June 
1 each year, has been deferred this 
year until September. 

It is claimed that buying time for 
exhibitors is always around the 
convention period and that the two 
do not jibe very well. 

It is undecided whether it will be 
held in Toronto or Atlantic City. 
Toronto has bid very strong and 
may be given the preference. 


Only Boy on “Tony” 


Frankie Lee, son of Joe Lee, press 
agent, is the first youngster to sit 
astride Tony, Tom Mix’s steed. 

Ever since Frankie was taken 
backstage at the Hippodrome, New 
York, he has had to do a lot of fight- 
ing on account of the general dis- 
velief of his story by his little pals. 

Mix won’t allow boys or anyone 
else on “Tony,” because the horse is 
temperamental and might do some 
sudden bucking. 

And no one, not even a Park Ave- 
nue millionaire, could buy a ride on 
“Tony” for his kid regardless of 
price, so Joe’s youngster is set for 
rest-of-his-life glory. 


GARBUTT RESIGNS 


Second Vice-Pres. of Paramount— 
Joined F. P. Years Ago 


Los Angeles, May 29. 
Frank A. Carbutt, 2d vice-presi- 
dent of Paramount, has retired. 
Garbutt has been more or less in- 
active in the position, due to his 
manifold and expanding financial in- 
terests. He became a part of the 
Lasky company through the merger 
with that concern of the Bosworth 


company. 
Garbutt’s connection as_ stock- 
holder and director are unaffected 


by his decision to lighten his larger 
official responsibilities. 


'North, Gov’t Rep., 


Advising Producers 


Washington, May 3&9. 
C. J. North, head of the motion 
picture section of the Department 


of Commerce, will shortly make a 


|trip to the Pacific coast for confer- 
}ences with the producers there. 

| North's job in the department is 
that of official contact between the 
American picture makers and the 
| foreign marké@t. One of the pur- 
| poses of the trip is to go into detail 


| On Various censorship laws through- 
5 | Out the world in an attempt to avoid 


| on completed pictures 
|; When reaching the foreign market. 


| Ben Jackson’s Visit East 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

Ben Jackson, in charge of Fox's 
Movietone production at the Fox 
studios, is leaving this 
New York. 

While east Jackson will have 
talks on the talkers with William 
Fox and Winnie Sheehan, the latter 
now on the east coast. 

Among other matters will be the 
proposed construction cost for 
talking studio and stages at Fox's. 
This is expected to reach at least 
i; one million dollars. 


School Graduate’s Role 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

Dorothy Nourse, Paramount act 
ing school graduate, will play a 
featured role in ‘No Women A!- 
lowed,” ‘Tiffany-Colored for 
Tiffanv-Stahl release. 

H. K. Brown will 
production, 


elassie 


Lille 


snpervise 


| 
ARBUCKLES SEPARATE 
Los Angeles, May 26 
“Fatty” Arbuckle and his 
| wife, Doris Dean, whom he married 


Roscoe 


week for}! 


Chaplin Will Use Sound 
Effects Only in New Film 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

Charlie Chaplin will use sound 
and effects on the next picture he is 
to make, “City Lights.” It will not 
|be a talker, but the sound and ef- 
fect devices of various forms are 
to be used to emphasize action. 

Chaplin is experimenting dw the 
value of sound and effect before he 
decides as to what contrivances he 
will use. If he uses the same one 
as United Artists, the production of 
the sound and effect scenes will 
take place at the United Artists’ 
studios instead of at his own studio 
on Sunset boulevard. He is still 
working on the story and contem- 
plates beginuing shooting about 
July 1. 

Those so far scheduled for the 
cast in support are Myrna Kennedy, 
Henry Bergman and Harry Crocker, 
Jr. <All appeared in “The Circus” 

Other Sound Films 


Ronald Colman’s first individual 
starring picture will be “The 
Rescue,” from the novel by Joseph 
Conrad, instead of “The Tale of 
Two Cities.” The latter will be 
made later. 

Herbert Brenon will direct “The 
Rescue.” It will have the sound 
and effect features. 

The first Vilma Banky starring 
picture, “The Awakening,” will also 
utilize the sound device. Hugo 
Reisenfeld is writing the score and 
will direct the symphony orchestra 
for the musical accompaniment on 
this picture, which Victor Fleming 
will direct. 


Liegteld's Actors 
Contract Prohibits 
Talking Pictures 


Bert Wheeler will be enjoined by 
Ziegfeld if he (Wheeler) attempts 
to make a Vitaphone picture upon 
the occasion of his coming visit to 
the’ west coast. 

Ziegfeld has Wheeler on a long- 
term contract and is protected by 
an anti-talking picture clause, re- 


a ported as in all Ziegfeld contracts 


issued during the past two years. 

Ziegfeld is currently engaged in 
a tilt with Universal over the talk- 
jing picture rights of “Show Boat,” 
| and has been granted an injunction 
restraining Fox from showing the 
| Movietone subject of the Folies 
Sergere number “Kinkajue,” from 
“Rio Rita.” 

The Fox company purchased the 
number from the Paris producer 
who had secured the foreign rights 
from Ziegfeld. The latter contends 
his sale of the foreign rights did 
not include permission to bring the 
number back into the domestic 


;market as competition to himself. 
The clip was played at the Globe, 
|; Times Square and Gayety, New 
| York, in the prologue on the Fox 


Movietone to the three Fox special 
films in the houses. 


Weather Forecast 


») 


Washington, May 29. 

United States Weather Bureau 
furnished the following outlook on 
; the country east of the Mississippi 
upon request: 

Showers in Atiantie states 
Wednesday (30), likely clearing by 
Wednesday night. 

Otherwise generally fair until 
Thursday night, when showers are 
indicated in the Chicago and Pitts- 
burgh area. This shower area will 
probably extend eastward over the 
Atlantic, states by Friday night 
(ist), continuing in the latter sec- 
tion part of Saturday, and generally 
fair weather until Monday (4). 

Coo] Wednesday (30), then grad- 
ually rising temperature in interior 
section for two days. 

Moderate temperature 
over the week end. 


indicated 


GILDA NOT LEAVING 

St. Louis, May 29. 
Gilda Gray is personally piaying 
,; the week at Loew's State. She is 
touring now in the picture houses 
| with her own company, returnin’ 
| to Hollywood to make a, nieture 


Talkers Accepted as Permanent, 
States Nicholas Schenck: 
$3,000,000 for Equipment 


Canada Co. ‘Westerns’ 
Under British Quota Law 


Calgary, Can., May 29. 

British Canadian Pictures, Ltd., 
has commenced production on its 
ifirst release starring Neal Hart. 
Hart is also directing and supported 
by Barbara Kent. Picture is un- 
named. 

The company operates under a 
Dominion charter and its existence 
is due to the British Quota Bill. 
The main purpose is to make pic- 
tures for the British market under 
the demands of the quota law. 

The company is financed by Pat 
Burns, cattle baron, who recently 
sold his meat packing interests in 
western Canada for a large amount; 
A. E. Cross, brewer and rancher, 
and John I. McFarland, formerly 
head of the Alberta Pacific Grain 
Co., but now interested in auto- 
mobile sales and finance. 

William Steiner of New York has 
contracted to distribute the picture 
for five years. Guy Weadick, of 
the Calgary Stampede, is the gen- 
eral manager of the picture com- 
pany. Alvin Wyckoff, formerly at 
Paramount's Hollywood studio, is 
the cameraman. 

Canadian stories by Canadian 
authors will be produced exclu- 
sively, with westerns being the only 
type attempted for the present. 


“Deals” Quiet 


The “deal” market has been quiet 
this week. 

Many reports but nothing came 
out. 

A previous story was that some 
Fox trading awaited the arrival in 
New York of Winnie Sheehan. He 
arrived Sunday. 

Harold Franklin, another “dealer” 
reached New York Tuesday, 
stopping at the Hotel Ambassador. 

Beyond an upward quotation of 
the Stanley Company stock, follow- 
ing its sidestepping the quarterly 
dividend, that company seems at- 
tending to its theatre business only. 

Poli’s appears to stand between 
Fox and Keith’s. Both are doing 
business with S. Z. Poli. ; 


EDDIE MANSON’S HIT 


Protege Develops Into 
Director and Writer 


Chaplin’s 
Successful 


Los Angeles, May 29. 
Eddie Manson is another graduate 
of the Charlie Chanlin school to be- 
come a picture director. 
Manson started as Chaplin's press 
agent about five years ago, then be- 


came personal representative 
general assistant. He has 
just turned out four’ short reel 
features for Crown Pictures. The 
stories are all of the black’out idea 
and have a cast of three or four 
people. 
Manson, like other Chaplin pro- 
teges who have taken up the 
megaphone, wrote his own stories 


as well as directed the pictures and 
jcut them. They are to be released 
on the independent market. 


immediately. 


Miss Valli’s Come-Back 


Los Angeles, May 29. 
Virginia Valli will stage a come- 
back when she plays the featured 
role in “The Rainbow,” 


companies 


{for Tiffany-Stahl. 
This will be on of T-S’ special 
| features for its new program. 


| 


'BUSHMAN JUDGMENT IN N. Y. 
| A $52,298.67 judgment which Mrs 
| Josephine F. Bushman obtained in 


jine California courts against Fran- | 


j cis NW. Bushmiin, was entered in New 
| York by court order Monday. 
i The large sum is for alimony ar- 


Manson’s’ pictures pre- 
viewed this week with offers com- 
ing to him from one of the big | 


scheduled | 
to he directed by Reginald Barker | 


- 


By September, 150 Loew theatreg 
throughout the country are to be 
equipped for talking pictures at aq 
cost of over $3,000,000. In New 
York alone 65 Loew houses are 
to be wired. Talkers will be put 
into all Loew houses except where 
operated under a short leasing ar- 
rangeinent. 

In explanation of the above report 
Nicholas M. Schenck, president of 
Loew's, stated: 


“It is obvious we are not proceed- 
ing on the lines that talking pic- 
tures are a novelty. The tremen- 
dous investment involved shows 
that we believe it will remain as 
permanent entertainment. 

“The novelty of talking pictures 
will probably wear off within six 
months. Then we must have talent 
and intelligent productions of a high 
grade to hold the interest we have 
created through the novelty.” 

Mr. Schenck indicated that every 
possible effort will be made to get 
special writers, producers and actors 
for the talkers. New York will 
probably figure as the most impor- 
tant field for production owing to 
the legit people here. 

Mr. Schenek stated that it is probe 
able that Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
will begin production in the east 
on account of talking pictures re- 
quiring talent available in this part 
of the country, This move, not yet 
decided upon, is now under discus- 
sion by Loew executives. 

For next -year from 15 to 20 per 
cent of all M-G-M. pictures are to 
be Movietoned. It seems likely that, 
should the talkers draw favorable 
returns, Movietone production will 
increase for next year to around 
40 per cent, if not more, of the entire 
product. 

More Extensive 


In 1930, from reports, ail film 
companies are figuring on extensive 
production for talkers. 

The installation of talking equip- 
ment will result in a gradual change 
in stage show entertainment in pic- 
ture houses, primarily making it 
possible to present elaborate bills 
at less cost. While there will be 
no sudden change in picture house 
entertainment, stage shows and 
musical accompaniment will be 
modified with the growth of the 
popularity and audience effect of 
talking films. 

Mr. Schenck said that the ore 
ganization he headed was not rush- 


ing into talking film production 
blindly. Only stories and pictures 
which lend themselves to this in- 
novation will be Movietoned, re- 
gardless of the quantity of talking 
pictures turned out by other come 
panies, 

Major Bewes, former 
director of the Canpito!, New York, 
has been appointed biyer of all 


talking equipment for Loew’s. 


“Darling” Leads 


Los Angeles, Mav 29. 
Henry King is to make one pice 
ture for United Artists before start- 
ing on production of “Darling of 
the Gods,’ in which Lillian Gish 
'and Ivan Lebedoff will be featured. 
Norma Talmadge was to have 

starred in “The Gods” originally. 


| Mackaill-Mulhall, Alone 


Recently elevated to a starring 
team, advises in New York are that 
First National has suddenly split 
Dorothy Mackaill and Jack Mulhall 
and placed them under long-term 
contracts to star in individual ve- 
hicles. 

In their new capacity will 
start off with a weekly salery of 
$3,560, 


each 


PAR’S PRIVATE TALKER 
- Los Angeles, May 29. 
A two-reel talkie will be made by 
Paramount for purposes of experis 
jrnentation to détermine the possi 
bilities and limits of the néw device. 
The two-reeler will not be for re 
‘lease but for technical] information 
for executives. 
Paramount will probably do “Bur- 
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Coast Reluctantly Admits 


East Will Do 


Stuff: Studio Heads Speak 


Much Sound 


Los Angeles, May 29. 


Though reluctant to admit it, pic- T ALKERS ON IL 
ture producers are making prepara- 


tion to produce their sound and ef- 
fect films partially in the eastern 
gtudios. Few of the Coast produ- 
cers at this time are able to in- 
dicate just what amount of their 

uction will be made in the stu- 
dios around New York, but all seen 
to feel that a certain portion of this 
work will have to be done along the 
Atlantic. 

It is practically conceded that the 
canned music with feature produc- 
tions will nearly all be made in the 
east. The musical organizations 
for this kind of work are already 
intact on that end and it would be 
&@ problem to try and bring these 
organizations to the Coast. 

' So far as bringing new faces into 
the industry is concerned, by adding 
stage directors, actors and play- 
wrights to the staffs to especially 
handle the synchronized talkers, 
none of the producers are willing 
to commit themselves. They say 
that such a thing is probable, but 
that with sound and effects still an 
experiment to them, they will have 
to go easy and concentrate more 

effects and music in the begin- 
ning than the speaking voice. 


afi Combing the Colony 
; Coast men, who even rather re- 
gent the mention of “producing 
east,” are trying to comb the film 
colony in an endeavor to find the 
proper material to direct, act and 
write the talkies. 

Paramount made the first step in 
this direction when it brought Rob- 
ert Milton on to function as a 
Production executive, and John 
Cromwell to act and direct. Both of 
these men are being trained in the 
mechanics and production tech- 
nique. At the same time they are 
conferring on the sound problems. 
It is figured that Milton and Crom- 
well will eventually function as the 
pickers of talent among directors 
and actors for the sound stuff. 

During the past two months close 
to $5,000,000 has been expended, or 
authorized for expenditure, in the 
building and equipment of sound- 
Proof stages at the various studios. 
Warner Brothers has three sound- 
proof stages to work with; Fox 
has a number of them and Para- 
mount is setting ready to put one or 
more in operation by Aug. 1. Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer has plans for staze: 
with First National already having 
two equipped and F-B-O also get- 
ting underway. 

Production Heads’ Ideas 

Production executives apparently 
want to point out that if produc- 
tion is done in the east, it will be 
hard for them to be responsible for 
both ends. 

Jesse Lasky seems set on the 
Policy of utilizing the talent em- 
Ployed in the silent drama for the 
talkers. 

He contends that the public would 
rather hear the voice of the players 
they know on the screen than actors 
Who are unfamiliar. 

W. R. Sheehan sets forth that 
all Fox sound and effect produeing 
will be done at the local studios. 
He said that his organization must 
Proceed slowly with the synchron- 
ized products and that the effect 
end would be the strongest on the 
early feature programs. Therefore, 
at present he cannot see any need 
to draft a horde of directors and 


actors from the stage group. Fox 
has been 


movictoning its musical 
scores in the east. 
J. Robert Rubin, vice-president 


and general consul for Metro-Gold- 
Wyn-Mayer points out that it is 
‘Mpossible to say just what will be 
done as regards production centers. 
He feels that a certain amcunt of 
Pictures will have to be made in 
the east and that it is likely that 
Casts for these will be mostly re- 
Cruited from that sector. 
Firnatone’s Doubles 

Pierntone to be used by First 
Nation] require the cultiva- 


will 


UNDER WANGER 
DIRECTION 


Par’s Eastern Studios Are 
Ready to Shoot in 60 
Days—Butler, Mer. 


The Paramount Long Island stu- 
dio, now being equipped for the re- 
cording of talking pictures, will be 
ready to shoot within 60 days. 

Walter Wanger, general manager 
of production for Paramount, will 
be in charge. 

Johnny Butler, Paramount execu- 
tive in the New York office and 
former Long Island exec, will be 
executive manager of the Long Is- 
land studios. 

The matter of executive control 
of the Long Island studios was set- 
tled Friday at a conference held in 
the home of Adolph Zukor and at- 
tended by Jesse Lasky and other 
Paramount heads. It was decided 
at the conference, from the report, 
that all sound device recordings, 
whether dialog or sound, would be 
co-ordinated through the general 
manager (Wanger). 

Roy Pomeroy, head of the Para- 
mount technical department, in the 
east of late, will return to conduct 


his experimental and _ laboratory 
work at the Paramount lot in 
Hollywood. 


Wanger’s former show experience, 
gained through his connection with 
the stage before he entered pictures, 
made his selection imperative in 
view of the similar requirements 
necessary for a talking picture ex- 
ecutive. 


“Love Song” Film 


With Song in It 


Los Angeles, May 29. 
Title of ‘La Paiva” has been 
changed to “The Love Song,” a 


song written and dedicated to Lupe 


Valez, who will be starred in the 
picture. 
This will be made with sound 


accompaniment at the United Art- 
ists studios, where equipment has 
just been installed to facilitate the 
recording. 

Production will start about June 
5, with Sam Taylor directing. 


tion of new screen personalities for 
the purpose of talk and chant, it 
is reported. However, it is claimed 
by studio officials that it is not 
necessary for the screet players to 
speak their lines for recording at 
the time of making, but just go 
through the physical motions with 
players trained in elocution and 
singing to do this work after the 
picture is finally cut for release. 

It is claimed that it will be prac- 
tically impossible to find combina- 
tions of people who can get over 
photographically and vocally. This 
belief is based on the premise that 
the Firnatone uses disk records to 
catch the sound accompanying the 
films. 

However, it is brought out that 
Firnatone must be made where the 
picture is shot so that either the di- 
rector or producer may be on hand 
to explain just what is what, even 
after the picture is finally cut. First 
National, it is said, is desirous of 
bringing to the coast any talent it 
may require for recording purposes 
as it has no facilities in the east 


NEED 


Alf EN Experimenting on Talkers 


Talking Pictures May Trans- 
fer Stage Plays with Orig- 
inal Casts to Screen—Tal- 
ent Prime Requisite for 
Articulate Pictures— 
Readying Paramount’s 
L. I. Studios 


PRODUCTION 


IN EAST? 


New York may dent Hollywood 
as the center of picture making, due 
to the needs of the talkies, in the 
opinion of many Eastern producers. 

The Paramount Studio on Long 
Island is being readied and talking 
equipment installed. 


M-G-M may also make its talk- 
ing pictures here. Other West Coast 
producers are expected to be forced 
east to secure talent for the articu- 
late films. 


Broadway is teeming and steam- 
ing with rumors. All speaking stage 
writers, actors and directors sense 
a new field fdr their talents. 


The new era will see a search for 
talent in all directions, in the opin- 
ion of insiders. It may eliminate 
many favorites who have ridden the 
crest, due to connections. The dumb 
dora’s and sapolio sams, who have 
been getting by on appearance alone 
may have to stand by and see stage 
artists step into the niches former- 
ly occupied by them. 

It is argued that New York is the 
mecca for the brains of the world 
theatrically, and that in itself will 
force production of the talking pic- 
tures eastward. 


Supervisor Through 


Writers, who have been told that 
they had nothing of pictorial value, 
will be eagerly importuned and 
sought for the new art, with the 
writers of dialogue having a decided 
edge on the boys who have been 
turning out second rate stuff for the 
current screen productions. 

The supervisor is doomed, it is 
claimed, and many directors who 
are unfamiliar with the technique 
of staging dialogue and plays will 
also bite the dust. It is believed that 
stage plays will be transferred to 
the talkies, in their entirety, with 
the original stage casts, etc. This 
would require the directorial sér- 
vices of a stage director with no 
place or necessity for a supervisor. 

It may also eliminate the neces- 
sity for out-of-town tryouts of 
stage productions. The stage pro- 
ducer, by having his play on a talk- 
er can get a line on it before he 
produces it for the theatre. He could 
engage the cast, rehearse and then 
transfer it to the screen where he 
could analyze its probable chances 
with an audience reaction and with- 
out the expenditure of a dollar of 
his own money. 

A report says that Paramount’s 
first full talking picture, “Bur- 
lesque,” from the stageplay, with 
Eddie Cantor starred, will be made 
on Long Island. 
on Long Island. Another early 
Paramount talker is reported to be 
“Glorifying the American Girl.” 


F. N.’s Ist 2 Talkers; 
Drama-Musical Comedy 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

First National has_ tentatively 
set “The Squall” as the first drama 
to be Firnatoned and “No, No, Nan- 
nette” as the first musical comedy 
to receive that treatment. 

With the first named, Alexander 
Korda will direct. Indications are 
that Alice White will be the star of 


the picture, to be started about 
Ave: 
For “No, No, Nannette,” Molly 


O'Day is slated for the leading role 
if the seales tell the right kind of 


to make pictures other than record- 
ing at the Victor laboratories in| 
New Jersey. 


a story when production is ready 
to start. 


TALE 


Lab. First, Not 
Chary About Dialog Now 


“WVARIETY’ IS LOUSY” 
SAYS VON STROHEIM 


Tells Variety’s Reporter About 
Several Things—Making 
“Greatest Picture” 


Before catching the 5.30 train for 
California and in the midst of pack- 
ing an overwhelming amount of 
luggage all filled with monocles and 
numerous snappy German uniforms, 
Eric Von Stroheim paused to say a 
few words. 


He described Variety as ‘‘a lousy 
sheet.” Always picking on him, 
never gave him a break and seemed 


to think he was all wet, the director . 


said. Mr. Stroheim retains all the 
confidence in the world in himself 
and is returning to California to 
make, in conjunction with Gloria 
Swanson, “the greatest picture ever 
made,” he also stated. 

It is entitled “The Swamp,” FBO, 
and will contain beside Miss Swan- 
son, jungles and jungle fever, tropi- 
cal life and plants of all kinds, al- 
ligators, crocodiles, snakes, toads, 
flies, aborigines and anything you 
wish. Just one of those wonderful 
Von Stroheim stories, von added. 

The director mentioned he had a 
great time with all the newspaper 
women in New York, although, Eric 
reported, some came up to his suite 
at the Plaza chaperoned by bell- 
hops. However, they were all love- 
ly, he said; even Katherine Zimmer- 
man (“Telegram”) who wrote a 
nasty article about him and signed 
someone else’s name, he alleged. 

In fact, observed Eric, everyone 
has been pretty fine to him except 
“Variety,” which he says, is an ob- 
stinate sheet anyway and generally 
no good. 


ROTHACKER RESIGNS 


F. N. Production Head to Europe in 
July—Al Rockett Succeeds 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

Watterson R. Rothacker, former 
Chicago laboratory head and now 
production supervisor of First Na- 
tional, called together department 
heads in Burbank last night (Mon- 
day) and announced his resignation. 
He informed them he was leaving 
for Europe in July, that his resig- 
nation would go into effect before 
sailing and with no obligation on 
his part to complete the balance 
of his contract which runs until 
October, 

Rothacker’s announcement came 
as a distinct surprise to associates. 


He has made a creditable record 
while with First National and was 
looked to continue in his position. 

Rothacker stated that upon his 
departure Clifford B. Hawley, 
banker-president of F. N., would 
appoint Al Rockett as Coast pro- 
duction head with R. W. Poucher 


in charge of the Firnatone. 

Rothacker will remain in Europe 
several months and will place his 
daughter in a finishing school at 
Nieully, outside of Paris. 


Unknown Gets Chance 
Opposite Thomson 


Los Angeles, May 29. 
After making tests of more than 
125 girts for the lead opposite Fred 
Thomson in “Kit Carson Returns,” 
Dorothy Janis, a newcomer in pic- 
tures, has been signed for the part. 
Miss Janis came from Texas a 
short time ago. She was discovered 
on the Fox lot by James Ryan, who 


made a test and cast her in a 
minor part for ‘Fleetwings.” 
This has been her only picture 


experience to date 


Los Angeles, May 29. 
Ralph W. Poucher, assistant pro- 
duction manager in charge of Firna- 
tone at First National Burbank 
studios, declares any experimenta- 
tion conducted under his supervision 
will be in the laboratory on the lot, 
and not at the expense of the public. 

Poucher, in the west but a few 
days, states the question of a new 
stage structure will not be deter- 
mined for some time to come, as it 
will be the policy of the company 
to proceed slowly. 

While certain subjects may be 
favored by the F. N. officials for 
Firnatone treatment there will be 
no definite decision until the picture 
is completed, Mr. Poucher says 
Even then if after Firnatone has 
been adjusted to the completed 
product and it is found to be in 
any way inadequate for public pres- 
entation the Firnatone will be dis- 
carded and the production will go 
out in black and white picture only, 

This means there will be no dia- 
log employed in First National pic- 
tures at present nor is any now be- 
ing considered. The only use made 
of synchronizing devices will be in 
the way of effects and musical ac- 
companiments. The position of the 
company is that the science of voice 
reproduction has not yet reached the 
point where the company can afford 
to sponsor it. 


Voice Control 


All artists employed in Firnatone 
pictures when it is decided to take 
up dialog must be graduates of the 
school in elocution which the com- 
pany will establish. One of the dif- 
ficulties now being faced is that of 
finding a teacher of elocution who 
understands the technique of voice 
reproduction. 

One of the subjects receiving at- 
tention from F., N. as Poucher ad- 
mits it has received in the past, is 
some manner cf regulating the vol- 
ume of the voice according to 
whether the shot is a closeup or a 
long one, the tones iowering or rais- 
ing as the picture shifts from one 
to the other. 


10 B’way ‘Talking’ Houses; 
Publix Equipping 200 


All Publix houses on Broadway 
are to be wired for Movietone im- 
mediately and ready for the use of 
talking pictures within two or three 
weeks. Equipment is to be installed 
in the Paramount, Rivoli, Rialto 
and also the Capitol, Loew-I’ublix 
operated, at an expenditure of ap- 
proximately $100,000. 

Ry June 15, it is understood, these 
houses will be operating on the new 
policy with stage shows in each of 
the houses remodelled slightly. 

Publix, it is understood, plans to 
equip 200 theatres for talkers. Work 
on the other houses throughout the 
country is to start following the in- 
stallations in the Broadway the- 
atrea, 

With the Strand ready to open 
with talkers by June 2 there will 
be 19 Broadway theatres equipped 
for talkers next month, including 
Capitol, Central, Gaiety, Globe, Par- 
amount, Rialto, Rivoli, Roxy, Strand, 
Warner's. 


Haines Loses Weekly 
Bonus of $650 from M-G 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

William Haines, M-G-M star, re- 
ceiving $500 weekly salary and $650 
weekly bonus, has had his bonus cut 
off because he would not sign a new 
contrac: for five years with the 
company. The old contract still has 
two years to go. 

Haine is now co-starred in 


“Dumb Dora,” opposite Marion Da- 
' vies, It is understood he did not 
like this arrangement, preferring te 


j be starred alone, 
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6 VARIETY 


PICTURES 


Wednesday, May 30, 1928 


Chatter in France 


By Frank Scully 


Nice, May 16. 

After patching up finances so 
shakey they held back production 
for fcur months, Rex Ingram got 
away to a nice publicity break for 
“Three Passions,” the original Cos- 
mo Hamilton wrote for him and 
Allied Artists, English outfit. Grind- 
ing began here yesterday and will 
keep up for months, with short 
jaunts to Marseilles, Toulon and 
maybe London. 

But before the camera clicking 
began Rex had two “weeks of en- 


tertaining such’ sure-fire space- 
grabbers as Doug and Mary, 
Adolphe Menjou and Kathryn 


Carver, Muratore and Dudley Field 
Malone. Needless to say the local 
gazettes sniffed the right lead. 

As the total output of good, bad 
and worse films likely to be com- 
pleted in France this year won't 
exceed 50, that means 350 American 
films are eligible for passports into 
France this year. Last year film 
salesmen got more than 400 shown 
without benefit of clergy. But 350 
is better than 200 and that’s what the 
passion-peddlers were up against 
before Hays came over and told 
everybody how pictures were the 
chief instrument of world peace and 
should be viewed broadly, not from 
any narrow national viewpoint. 


As for Doug, he said in all seri- 
ousness that he came to the Franco 
Films studios hoping to shoot a 
picture beginning July 1. He gal- 
lov 2d here, there and everywhere— 
a dental delight. 

He and Mary went to a two-a- 
day here for their first night to see 
the Fratellini Brothers, the real 
Fratellinis, and the companionable 
clowns had the spotlight turned on 
Doug, who gave the natives a thrill 
by leaping out of his box on to the 
stage and saying “Je t’aime means 
I love you” or something equally 
apropos to the occasion. 

But after two weeks he quit the 
Riviera, saying maybe he would be 
back June 10 after a _ visit to 
Switzerland. The’ studios here, 
however, were out, he finally ad- 
mitted . . . Too small for his mil- 
lion dollar racket. 

What he has in mind is a 17th 
century romance—sequel to “The 
Three Musketeers.” He says it’s as 
yet untitled. It is in fact titled 
“Twenty Years Later,” and Alex- 
ander Dumas titled it. 

He said the retirement of Mary 
Pickford was a lot of sash cord. 
Miss Pickford will soon be back at 
work. Her scenario. department, 
said Doug, has been working six 
months on a script and it ought 
to be at least as good as “My Best 
Girl.” Mary wanted to stay longer 
at Cannes—months, she said—but 
‘Doug dragged her off to the land of 
milk chocolate and bell ringers, 


Menjou was warmer in his praise 
than Fairbanks. He sighed like 
a Corse Payton over the scene and 
said if he could get a release from 
Paramount he'd stay over here to 
work. He had cabled for it, he 
said. If it didn’t come, he'd be sail- 
ing home with the ball and chain, 
May 30, on the “Isle de France.” 

Nobody seems to mind his gad- 
ding all over Europe with Miss 
Carver for weeks and weeks before 
the lega] tieup. 

He and Charlot are in right over 
here. Anything either does is okey. 


The French still swallow the oil 


that fenjou is French - born, 
though they never fail to record 
that he talks his “native” tongue 


with an American accent. 


Alexander Volkoff, a Russian who 
got a cosmic rep for the deft way 
he handled the infidelities of “Casa- 
nova,” the first sheik of his time, 
has been turning out one of those 
“B. C.”’ DeMille things called 
“Scheherazade.” 

He’s been eight months at it, two 
in Berlin studios, a couple more in 
northern Africa and three here at 
the Ingram-Franco-Film studios. 
The rushes show a lot of oriental 
splendor, but not much of a cast, 
and even less of a story. 

Volkoff is making it for Ufa and 
says it has an American release. 
It cost half a million dollars. He's 
night-shooting now and should be 
into the cutting room before June 1. 


Ingram has few surprises for the 
east of “Three Passions.” The hot 
triumvirate consists of Money, Re- 
ligion and Women, and is supposed 
to ie a story about a _ shipping 
magnate who plays with all three. 

Alice Terry, Ivan Petrovich and 


‘One Film Theatre 
To Each 67,000 


People in Russia 


The latest Soviet figures show a 
total of 7,200 movie-houses through- 
out the Soviet Union. This number 
includes, however, not only com- 
mercial photoplay houses, but also 
Red army theatres, projection 
rooms at workers’ clubs, and the 
so-called “moving movies,” i.e. the 
movie equipment and_ operators 
traveling from one village to an- 
other. 

Population of the present-day 
Russia is estimated at 145,000,000, 
which makes one movie theatre for 
every 20,000 people. Other Soviet 
statistics say there is one commer- 
cial theatre for every 67,000 people. 

Movie-producing firms in Russia 
are the Sovkino and Mejrabpom- 
Russ of Moscow, Armenkino and 
Goskinprom-Gruzii of Transcauca- 
sia, Vufku of Ukraine, Uzbekgoskino 
of Tashkent (Soviet Turkestan, 
Middle Asia), Belgoskino of Minsk 
(Western Russia), and Gosvoen- 
kino, or the military division of the 
Soviet movies. 

Sovkino Biggest 


All these firms, as well as a few 
lesser ones, belong to the State. 
There is no private movie-making 
in Russia at present. 

The Sovkino is the largest and 
the most influential group. During 
1927-28 the Sovkino produced 51 big 
“education” films; 1926-27 figures 
are’ as follows: the Sovkino pro- 
duced 42 program features and 54 
big educationals, many nature-view 
films as well as a weekly newsreel. 
It is intended to produce the news- 
reel twice a week. 

The Vufku, or the Ukrainian 
group, has released 38 program fea- 
tures during the past season. Other 
groups lag far behind the Sovkino 
and Vufku in production. 

Studios 

Several large studios are being 
built in Russia at present. The 
Sovkino is building a studio in the 
Sparrow Hills, near Moscow. It will 
cost $2,000,000, and construction 
will take three years. The Soviet 
delegation, which is expected in 
the United States shortly, comes 
here to study the new methods and 
models of the American movie in- 
dustry to apply them in the con- 
struction of the new studio.. When 
finished, the new Moscow studie 
will] have 15 sets and will produce 
60 program features annually. 

The Vufku group is building a 
large studio in Kieff. It will cost 
around $3,000,000 and will be ready 
by this October. The Belgoskino 
puts finishing touches to a new stu- 
dio in Leningrad. The Armenkino 
of Trarscaucasia has finished the 
building of a small studio having 
4 sets. 


English Grow Cold 
On Film Promotions 


London, May 29. 

Blattner Pictures Company and 
the British and Foreign Company, 
both of which made public stock 
issues the past week, had a very 
small part of their flotations taken 
by the public. 

Populace is apparently cold on all 
picture propositions at present, al- 
though it been’ subscribing 
heavily to disk concerns (canned 
music). 


Gerald Fielding of “The Garden of 
Allah” are of course in the cast. 
Added starters are Clare Eames 
and an English trouper named 
Stayle Gardner. It’s Alice Terry’s 
lith picture under her husband. 
She’s still a blonde on the screen 
and a brunet in ukelele-playing 
hours. 

Naturally, on her past perform- 
arces, the box-office title doesn’t 
apply to her. The critics cracked 
her hard for her iceberg behavior 
in “The Garden of Allah,” but she 
says if she doesn’t emote it isn’t 
her fault. Rex simply won't let her. 
It’s easy to believe, for she certainly 
has her quota of box-office qualities 
off the set. 


Bischoff Making British 
Pictures in Vancouver 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

After 10 weeks on the road visit- 
ing all exchange cities, Sam Bis- 
choff returned with his production 
lined up. 

He will make six melodramas for 
state rights distribution. Also he 
will make six society dramas for 
Gaumont of London, all of which 
will be produced in Vancouver un- 
der the British quota, which re- 
quires the pictures must be made in 
British territory and at least 75 per 
cent of the capital and talent be of 
British origin. 

Bischoft has another contract to 
make two subjects under the same 
arrangement as that with Gaumont, 
the contracting party being British 
Instructional Films. These will be 
Northwestern Mounted dramas and 
will be made out of Vancouver. 

The producer has gone to Seattle 
for a week and upon his return will 
begin production. 


Chains of English 
Dailies Locked in 
With Pictures 


London, May 18. 


Due to the association of their 
proprietors with some angle of the 
movie business, the chief newspaper 
chains are paying much more at- 
tention to film stuff than was their 
wont. Previously it was. their 
won’t that ‘was more noticeable, 

Most of the old-school daily news- 
paper editors still hate the sight 
or sound or anything connected 
with the motion pictures, but when 
the bosses have money in the busi- 
ness—well, what’ll they do? 

F. J. Szarvasy is very close to 
Lord Rothermere. He floated the 
“Daily Mail’ trust through issuing 
house. And Szarvasy is the $-sign 
behind General Theatres Corpora- 
tion. Rothermere owns the “Eve- 
ning News.” 

Lord Beaverbrook is in deep in 
the Standard Film Company, First 
National-Pathe, and Provincial 
Cinematograph Theatres. He owns 
the “Evening Standard.” 

Both these noble lords also own 
morning papers, but the point is 
there’s not nearly so much scramble 
to rush out editions and startling 
bills on these as on the afternoon 
papers, which sell on the streets in 
London much the same as the tabs 
in New York. 

The two afternoon papers try 
most days to beat each other to it 
with a film story, a situation which 
often works good for American 
publicity. 


On Page 1 


Wednesday the Beaverbrook after- 
noon paper made a page one story 
of a statement by Jesse Lasky, there 
aren’t going to be any more gold- 
diggers on sheiks on the screen, be- 
cause the movie public now de- 
mands “women of culture and re- 
finement” and “athletic, strong, 
iron-jawed he-men.” 

What will happen to Hollywood 
when culchar and refeenment reach 
it, only Jesse can tell. The movie- 
going public here prefers, say, 
Greta Nissen and Jacqueline Logan 
types. 

What the fans here want is to see 
how wicked a girl could be if she 
had a chance and so get compensa- 
tion for their own dull and respect- 
able lives, They want romance 
plus, not refinement, and for this 
side, at any rate, Lasky’s estimate 
of audience psychology is wrong. 
But what does wrong matter if you 
get on Page One? 


J. D. Williams’ Deal 


London, May 29. 


William Brady, Jr., and J. D. Wil- 
liams are arranging for distribu- 
tion through Educational in the 
States.of the British films acquired 
by Williams’ English company, 
called United Motion Pictures. 

Program of this firm includes the 
product of British International 
with the exception of “A Little Bit 
of Fluff.” That will go through 
Metro-Goldwyn- Mayer. 

Williams’ complete line has totaled 
26 features here since the Quota 
Bill was passed. 


a 


“thusiasm, 


British Film 


By Frank Tilley 


No Intervention 
On Foreign Picture 
Once Past Customs 


Washington, May 29. 

It is learned that the customs of- 
ficials here are preparing to query 
the collector of the port of New 
York in reference ‘to “The End of 
St. Petersburg” and “Ten Days 
That Shook the World,” Arthur 
Hammerstein’s importations, and 
all Russian films in this country or 
scheduled for entry. This will lead 
to a check-up by the collector on 
this class of production due to pos- 
sible propaganda. 

Inquiries here as to the status 
of foreign films, and those im- 
ported by Hammerstein, brought 
uncertain replies. It is indicated 
that as the films had been admitted 
to the country they evidently con- 
tained nothing in the way of prop- 
aganda. 

Under the tariff laws the control 
of such importations rests entirely 
with the customs officials under the 
general ‘supervision of the Treas- 
ury. This gives the customs au- 
thority to censor to the extent of 
denying entry to any film in which 
propaganda or other objectionable 
material is noted. 

Authority actually rests with the 
the collector of the port of entry. 
Should there be disclosed a laxity 
im permitting the entry of such 
films some interesting vevelopments 
may be expected. 

The State Department has no 
jurisdiction other than should an 
American official abroad veport un- 
favorably on some film; such re- 
port would be forwarded to the 
customs. The Department of Jus- 
tice only functions on pictures used 
for interstate commerce, such as 
fight pictures. 

Officials here sav that in the in- 
stance of Hammerstein the matter 
now rests entirely in the hands of 
the New York State censorship au- 
thorities and, likewise, with any 
State board wherever the pictures 
may be shown in the future. 


Scenes- Titles Out 

“The End of St. Petersburg,” one 
of three Russian filins imported by 
Arthur Hammerst¢in, was due to 
open at Hammerstein’s Wednesday 
(May 30). 

Upon the suggestion of the New 
York censor 15 titles were elimi- 
nated and what are regarded as two 
important scenes were deleted. One 
was of childbirth on the street. 

“St. Petersburg,” “Mother” and 
“October” (or “Ten Days That 
Shook the World’), the three Ham- 
merstein pictures all appeared 
have been greeted indifferently 
Moscow. Invariably after Germany 
had viewed the pictures with en- 
Russians thought them 
thrillers. 

That also happened in the case 
of “Potemkin.” For the latter 
showing houses were half empty in 
Russia until the German notices ar- 
rived, after which it was fostered 
by the Russian press and big busi- 
ness resulted. 

“Mother,” recently, banned by 
France, has the same record. It 
was directed by Pudovkin, who did 
“St. Petersburg.” ‘“Potemkin” was 
barred by England where there is 
little chance of the other three pic- 
tures passing the censors. In Tur- 
key “Metropolis” was banned be- 
cause of a supposed “Bolshevist 
slant.” Sweden banned “Potemkin.” 

While Germany has been kinder 
to the Russian films, some 2,000 
feet of “October” were deleted when 
shown there recently. 

Neither Eisenstein, who directed 
“October and “Potemkin” nor Pu- 
dovkin who produced the other two 
pictures, is a member of the Com- 
munist party. 


FAIRBANKS ADMITS 45 
Paris, May 29. 

Douglas Fairbanks celebrated a 
birthday anniversary last week, and 
during a luncheon in his honor ad- 
mitted he was 45. 

Croswell Smith, director in Eu- 
rope for United Artists, was host 
at the luncheon. The screen couple 
go from here to London. They will 
spend a week in Rome before sail- 
ing for New York. 


London, May 18, 
For the third time a big Picture 
has been turned down by the Boarg 
of Trade as not complying with the 
quota regulations. This latest jg 


“Madame Pompadour,” one of the 
British National films made by Her. 
bert Wilcox and sold to Famous by 
J. D. Williams. 

First was First National's “Con. 
fetti,” which had an all-Lritish cast 
and was directed by Graham Cutts, 
who was refused quota registration 
because none of it was made in this 
country. All the studio stuff wags 
done in the Ingram plant at Nice, 
which disqualified the film. 

Then “Moulin Rouge” didn’t get a 
registration, as less than 75 per cent 
of the total salaries, “excluding those 
paid to a producer and one artist,” 
was paid to British subjects. 

The same objection has been 
taken to ‘Madame Pompadour.” 
This after Famous had announced 
and booked it as a quota film. Ac- 
cording to a statement from J. C, 
Graham, 716-7 per cent of the pro- 
euction cost went to British subjects 
and 28 1-7 to foreigners. They claim 
Dorothy Gish is a British subject, 
and say the film cost $271,015, they 
having advanced $200,000 against 
British National’s share when the 
negative was delivered 

The comie part of all this is that, 
though the picture was made ina 
British studio by a British director 
and with one American, Antonio 
Moreno, and two French artists (the 
rest of the cast, including extras, be- 
ing Britsih), “Madame Pompadour” 
must go out in this country as a 
“foreign picture,” after having been 
released in America, Canada and 
Australia as a British film. 

That is one of the things into 
which the quota bill has led the pro- 
ducing business here. 

M-G-M and Quota é 

Before Sam Eckman left May 1 
he signed contracts for four more 
quota pictures to be made for 
Metro-Goldwyn- Mayer, two by Brit- 
ish Instructional and two by Welsh- 
Pearson-Elder. The former, A. E, 
Bundy’s company, has already a con- 
tract to make quota films for Fox 
(nevertheless Fox is secretly mak- 
inug a film of its own in this coun- 
try now), while the latter is in part 
the organization which made the 
Lauder film, “Huntingtower,” for 
Famous. 

Stories and other details are to be 
considered in New York, and pro- 
duction will commence when Eck- 
man reutrns with these details com- 
plete in about six weeks. 

Blattner Aaain 

Louis Blattner, whose gigantic 
production scheme, which was to 
have turned Elstree into a film city, 
fell to pieces a couple of months 
ago, seems to be irrepressible. He 
comes up now with plans to have 
Rex Ingram and Alice Terry (he 
seems to have an Ingram-Terry 
complex) work for him as soon as 
thev have finished “Three Passions,” 
while meantime (in June, says 
Louis) Lupu Pick, German director, 
is to direct Lilian -Harvey in “A 
Knight in London.” Also to work 
for him are Wilson Crothers, whos 
used to be with DeMille; Carl 
Freund, cameraman, who shot “Me- 


(Continued on page 26) 


14-Stage Wembley 
Studio Taken Over 
By Victor Sheridan 


London, May 29. 


Wembley studio proposition has 
been taken over by Victor Sheridan 
backed by City financiers with $2,- 
500,000. Sheridan is a former big 
time London exhibitor who sold his 
theatre interests three years ago and 
has .taken several small fliers in 
stage productions. 

Project is to turn the Palace of 
Engineering, at Wembley, into 14 
stages of 250 x 75, with two arranged 
so they can be thrown into one floor 
of 500 x 150. © 

Pugh and his associates, in on the 
original scheme, have now been 
bought out and the entire handling 
is in Sheridan’s hands. Latter is 
liable to shortly promote a_ public 
stock issue for $3,000,000. 


MURRAY SILVERSTONE WEDS: 


London, May 29. 

Murray Silverstone, head of United 
Artists over here, married Dorothy 
Littner of New York May 23 and 
has gone to Nice for his honeymoon. 
moon. 

While there Silverstone may talk 
over business matters with Rex In- 


gram. 
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Wednesday, May 30, 1928 


PICTURES 


Wm. Fox Declares Poor Business 


Has Been Caused by Bad Pictures; 
Admits F 0x Is After Chains 


Announcing that the Fox organi- 
gation will spend $80,000,000 on 11 
de luxe houses, to be operating with- 
in a year, William Fox, in address- 
ing the sales convention of 300 ex- 
ecutives and salesmen, also gave the 
first official confirmation of reports 
that his organization is out to ac- 

uire “other chains.” 

Although he mentioned no names, 
it was understood the circuits which 
Fox referred to are the Stanley, Poli 
and Finkelstein and Rubin proper- 
as the same breath Mr. Fox de- 
clared that certain chains now find 
themselves close to the rocks be- 
cause of poor entertainment, ‘which 
he said was directly traceable to 
bad films. Production and not over- 
seating is responsible for the failure 
of many theatres during the past 
year, Fox stated. 

That his organization is vastly 
superior over all others and that the 
future will find it without a peer in 
the entire show world was Fox’s 
summation of what he termed “25 
years of work and sweat.” 

Fox predicted that by January 1, 
1,000 theatres will be equipped with 
Movietone apparatus and that where 
this talkie is used box office receipts 
will be doubled. He said that the 
past business has indicated that the 
talkers draw a new brand of fan. 

On the subject of talkers, Fox re- 
vealed that he coined the word 
“Movietone.” He told of its experi- 
mental stages, when the industry, he 
said, laughted at him. Yet those 
same people, he is quoted, are now 
waiting their turn to hook up with 
the device at which they were first 
inclined tg sneer. 

It was only through persistency 
that the original need of a sound- 
proof studio was overcome and that 
the device’s greatest possibilities 
have now been developed for the 
outside, he said. 


Praises Sheehan 


Mr. Fox paid tribute to Winfield R. 

Sheehan, saying that his one regret 
was that he had not placed Sheehan 
in charge of production eight years 
ago instead of two years back. In 
this respect Fox said that under 
Sheehan’s guidance the organization 
during the year had turned out sev- 
en productions unequaled in any 
one year by any competitor. 
. Fox announced that exactly 12 
pictures will be Movietoned for the 
new schedule. These include the six 
specials and “The River Pirate,” 
“Mother Knows Best,” “Captain 
Lash,” “The Baggae Smasher,” “The 
Air Circus,” “All Velvet.” 

In commenting that the West 
Coast chain is now worth $25,000,000, 
Fox was understood by his listeners 
to intimate that its acquisition was 
only the starter in the series of 
— which he is now negotiating 

or. 

Four of the de iuxe houses, valued 
at $30,000,000, wili be opened before 
January, he stated. Brooklyn is 
slated for August; Detroit, Septem- 
ber; St. Louis, October, and San 
Francisco, December. 

Boosted Grainger 

Fox closed by lauding Jimmie 
Grainger, saying that he had done 
the finest sales job ever accomplished 
by any film company. 


“Hell’s Angels,” $2 Film; 
2 Millions to Make 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

“Hell‘s Angels,” which has so far 
cost Howard Hughes, Texas oll mil- 
lionaire, $1,500,000, will be shown to 
New York in September at $2 top, 
with an anticipated road show route 
to follow. 

The completed picture will stand 
$2,000,000. 

Hughes is directing personally 
and has shot so much footage that 
the development bill alone for one 
negative and master print will be 
$75,000. The picture will be a Caddo 


Production release through United 
Artists. 


“GRASS WIDOWS” ON B’WAY 

Negotiations are under way to 
Procure a Broadway theatre for the 
Presentation of the Tiffany-Stahl 
Production “Green Grass Widows.” 

Walter Hagen will make personal 
appearances upon his return from 
urope next month. 


Rowland Out of F. N.; 


Depinet Succeeds? 


Persons close to Richard Rowland 
say he may'relinquish the general 
managership of First National be- 
fore his contract expires in August. 

They add that between Rowland’s 
film interests and his success on 
the stock market he has rolled up 
a fortune of over $3,000,000. 

His last trip to Burbank in his 
executive capacity will be made 
within a month, friends say Row- 
land advised them during the past 
week, 

It is interpreted in sources usual- 
ly correctly informed that Ned De- 
pinet, sales head, is finishing the 
last stages of a thorough grooming 
for the big promotion. 

Little changes about the office 
have been observed. These coupled 
with Depinet’s present stay on the 
coast and wiring reports’ into 
the home office in the way which 
has hitherto been characteristic of 
the general manager, are especially 
significant to members of the home 
force. 


‘Fatima’ Shocked Censors 
But Not Newspapermen 


A handful of newspapermen as- 
sembled Thursday, at midnight, at 
the Fifth Avenue Playhouse to wit- 
ness the unreeling of a 700-foot sub- 
ject composed of old negatives, in- 
cluding one dating back to 1895, 
showing “Fatima,” the cooch dancer 
at the Chicago World’s Fair. The 
State Board of Censors refused 
to grant a license to the subject on 
the grounds that the film “Fatima” 
is naughty, but later relented and 
issued a permit. 

Jean LeRoy, 74-year-old camera- 
man, -and owner of a collection of 
old negatives, is presenting the film 
as a novelty. He denounced the 
Board of Censors and stated that 
the identical film had been okayed 
in 1900 by Anthony Comstock, a 
bigger and better censor than the 
present guardians of public morals 
would ever be, he said. 

“Fatima’s” maneouvers seemed 
modest enough for the most part. 


Sight-Sound Cameramen 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

William Fox signed Glenn Mc- 
Williams, cameraman, to a three 
years’ contract with a director’s 
clause added. 

MeWilliams will join 
Schneiderman, wi:o is in charge oi 
p!.otographing Movietone subjects. 

It is understood Fox is grooming 
these two cameramen for sight and 
sound directors. 


Mannix and Bern 


Now M-G-M Producers 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

Two new producers have been 
added to the list at Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer, though with the organiza- 
tion for some time in that capacity. 

They are Edwin J. Mannix, who 
has been sort of general executive 
utility man for t.c 2ompany, and 
Paul Bern, in crarge of stories. 

Both will function as producers of 
five units for the coming season 
product. 

The announcement makes the 
total] of producers on the lot now 
six. Others are Irving Thalberg, 
Harry Rapf, Berney Hyman and H. 
Stromberg. 


“Circus Kid” Begins 
Los Angeles, May 29. 
Production on “The Circus Kid,” 
Ralph Ince’s next picture for FBO, 
will start next week with Frankie 
Darrow playing the title role. 
Story is an original by James 


Creelman. 
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Roxy Wil Stick 


Immediately after applesaucing 
reports of his withdrawal from the 
toxy and Fox within the year, Roxy 
declared: 

“You can't pump me I have 
nothing to say.” 

Roxy, however, did state his con- 
tract at the Roxy has four years 
to go and that if he “lives that long” 
it will go the limit, as it is iron-clad. 

About immediate conditions at the 
Roxy the managing director said 
that plenty of money is being made 
and both parties are happy. He 
credits reports to the contrary to 
“some of my friends who think I 
om too contented, I suppose.” 


SCRIBES CAUSE 
TROUBLE 
STUDIOS 


Racketeers Ask $35 for 


Correspondents’ Ass’n 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

Hollywood has a new racket, the 
Hollywood Association of Foreign 
Correspondents, composed mostly of 
second cameramen, a_ Brazilian 
vice-consul, and employee of a 
creamery and some movie extras. 
These correspondents have extend- 
ed an invitation to directors, actors, 
press agents, free lance writers and 
producers to join the organization 
and part with a $10 initiation fee 
and $25 a year for dues. 

The officers of this organization 
are Hans M. Schneider, president, 
employed by the Adohr Creamers, 
who picks up still pictures at the 
studios in his spare moments to sell 
to Swiss newspapers; Dr. E. E. 
Redlich and Rita Kissin, vice-presi- 
dents, the former representing the 
Berlin Film Courier and the latter 


German and Austrian magazines; 
Aleke Lilus, a technical man who 
also does newsreel work and rep- 
resents a Swedish weekly; and 
Reginald Mortimer, treasurer, who 
represents an English publication. 

The organization applied for cre- 
dentials to the Wampas for an ac- 
credited membership of 19 and all 
but two were granted credentials 
permitting them to visit the studios. 
The two members turned down are 
Carlos Bercesque, vice-consul in 
Los Angeles from Chile, and Harry 
Lorenzen, who was make-up man 
on a Los Angeles Swedish newspa- 
per. 

Lilius, the secretary, has been go- 
ing around the studios interviewing 
players and directors for the pur- 
pose of obtaining news for a 
Swedish weekly, at the same time 
suggesting that the organization 
would be very happy to have the 
honor of their membership at $25 
a@ year and $10 initiation fee. 

A number of the studios, it is said, 
have notified executives, writers, di- 
rectors and players that it would 
not be any benefit to join this or- 
ganization. This followed a cam- 
paign carried on by mail and per- 
sonal solicitation to get new mem- 
bers. 

The studios have had considerable 
trouble with so-called representa- 
tives of foreign newspapers or cor- 
respondents. It seems that most 
of the foreign correspondents 
who come to Hollywood with 
credentials from a newspaper 
or magazine use the so-called cor- 
respondence job ag a subterfuge to 
get entree into the studios and pro- 
cure work for themselves. A great 
many of these people who are sup- 
posed to represent foreign publica- 
tions never send any mail to the 
other side. Also, they cause the 
studios so much inconvenience that 
a request hag been made by the 
executives to the Wampas to take 
the situation in hand and grant 
credentials only to those who are 
entitled to entrance into the studios. 

In addition to the officers of this 
organization other members are 
Erling Bergendahl, representing a 
Norwegian paper; Charles F. Klein, 
who free lances as a second camera 
man; Al Marinho, representing a 
jrazilian paper as a side issife; 
Victor Katano, who works as a mo- 
tion picture extra; Rudolph Myzet, 


also an extra; Drewe O. Rasmussen, 


Dictaphone Needle 


Records Laughs 7 


And Hilarity Over “Speedy” in L. A. 


Tried Out on Audience at 


Million Dollar Theatre— 


Sound Waves Move Needle, Leaving Blue Print 


> 


Talking News Reel 
By Most of Makers 


The movie talkers including the 
competitive R. C. A. Photophone 
(General Electric) and the Western 
Electric’s Movietones are ogling the 
talking news reel market for {!mme- 
diate returns. 

Photophone states it will engage 
in news reel production independ- 
ently. While Fox-Case has a Movie- 
tone news reel, United Artists, Par- 
amount and M-G-M are interested 
in news reels of their own make. 
The latter two now have their own. 
ecircuit’s theatre holdings 
would insure an- immediate profit on 
the venture. 


Western Electric Co., through its 
subsidiary, the Electrical Research 
Products, stated that under their 
licensing agreements not only with 
Fox, Par, U. A. and M-G-M, but 
Warner Bros. and First National 
(which calls its talker the Firna- 
tone) all can go into news reel pro- 
duction. 


Botch of “Cossacks,” 
Jack Gilbert’s Opening 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

Clarence Brown, M-G-M’s highest 
salaried director, is reported to have 
spent $200,000 putting some finish- 
ing touches on “Cossacks,” starring 
John Gilbert. The studio is not 
satisfied with the result and it is 
understood George Hill, who di- 
rected the picture originally, will be 
assigned to complete the job upon 
his return from Europe, whefe he 
went to direct a picture for the 
company. 

“Cossacks” will go to bat with a 
terrific production cost. 


Taking advantage of the botched- 
up job on “Cossacks,” Gilbert is de- 
manding the privilege of responsi- 
bility for future production. He is 
negotiating with M-G-M for a new 
five-year contract. 

Gilbert wants the say-so on di- 
rection, cast and story. He was at 
one time a director for Fox. 


Arbuckle as M. C. 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

Roscoe “Fatty” Arbuckle has 
been signed by Fanchon and Marco 
to appear at Loew’s State next 
week as master of ceremonies on 
salary and percentage if grossing 
above the usual business, 

Arbuckle may then be placed in 
the Egyptian, Hollywood, for an in- 
4efinite run as m. c. 

While Arbuckle is appearing at 
Loew's State there will be no in- 
terference with the duties of Benny 
Rubin, the permanent m. c. there. 


Pearson on Farm 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

Elmer Pearson, it is said, will 
forsake the show business, return- 
ing to his farm in Nebraska. 

Until lately, Pearson was gen- 
eral manager of Pathe. It was 
urderstood he would leave when 
the reorganization of that concern 
started several months ago. 

Pearson is said to have received 
a settlement of his unexpired con- 
tract. 


who came to America to study agri- 
culture and incidentally brought 
along the credentiais from a news- 
paper in Norway; Max Lucki, who 
represents the California Presse, lo- 
cal German paper; Jacques Lery, 
who works as a motion picture 
extra and occasionall~ sells stories 
to the Los Angeles newspapers; 
Lennart Clairment, cameraman, em- 
ployed at First National, who is said 
to represent a Swedish newspaper; 
Tasu Itch, who came over from 
Japan to spend a month cartooning 
screen characters and will then re- 
turn; Harry Herrias, who heads a 
Spanish-American syndicate selling 
a mail service to Latin American 
country publications; and Clifford 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

Another sound recording device 
now claims the attention of picture 
men—and especially exhibitors. It's 
the dictaphone this time. Its par- 
ticular function is the recording of 
hilarity, incipient or boisterous by 
an audience, even to putting it on 
a blueprint so stout and legible 
there is no going behind it. 


The successful experiment was 
made on “Speedy,” when that com- 
edy was on the screen of the Mil- 
lion Dollar theatre here. 


The chart, measuring 24 by 60 
inches, is arranged in two per- 
pendicular columns. Each is sub- 
divided in two more similar sec- 
tions. The first indicates the hori- 
zontal track of the electric needle 
as it is motivated by the sound 
waves. The second, in chronological 
order, identifies briefly the partic- 
ular incident in the story. 


In the seventh cylinder of the 
eight used—about one cylinder to 
each reel—the needle jumps  be- 
tween two and three inches out into 
the blue. At no time is it still. The 
commotion is recorded over a depth 
of three inches, or from units 0 to 
13. 


As each unit represents one quar- 
ter of an inch and each inch of 
graph represents 42.6 seconds’ run- 
ning time, there is recorded a major 
demonstration lasting 127.8 seconds, 
or more than two minutes with 
practically not a second of cessa- 
tion. 


Opposite these sound waves the 
action is identified by the chart as 
in the following manner for ine 
stance: Harold and old man knock 
man down; cuts belt and suspend- 
ers; Harold down on his back; dog 
trips man with bat; water in face 
and hit on head; Chinaman and 
flatiron; burning with flatiron. 


Needle Starts 


According to the tale of the record 
the picture started quietly and so 
remained for a half reel. Then for 
a quarter reel things loosened a bit, 
but it was the middle of the sec- 
ond cylinder before the needle real- 
ly broke loose. 


It is just following this point 
the needle makes its widest jump 
from normal. The motivating inci- 
dent is identified ag “Harold tries 
to get fat lady’s seat.” At no other 
moment in the comedy is the needle 
so athletic. According to the ver- 
dict of the audience under observa- 
tion this was the high spot. 

Practically all of Reel 3 and the 
last half of the fourth apparently 
tickled the house~much. Reel 5 was 
active, but the sixth was ‘“deader 
than a door nail.” Seemingly, the 
house was laughed out. Then came 
the outburst in the beginning of the 
seventh as described. The house 
was rested. Until the finish there 
were spasmodic fiares, the final half 
reel containing but one roar, a siza- 
ble one. 


Release Doris Kenyon 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

Doris Kenyon’s contract with 
First National, about to expire, will 
not be renewed. She may be en- 
gaged for one picture at a time if 
the arrangement is mutually satis- 
factory. 

Difficulty has arisen over salary, 
the company feeling it was paying 
star money where a leading woman 
would be sufficient for the parts to 
be filled. 


“HONOR BOUND” PULLED OUT 
Chicago, May 29. 
“Honor Bound,” Fox release, was 
taken out of the Granada after 
showing one day of a full week 
booking. Too much’ unfavorable 
comment was the reason. 
“Hangman’s House,” also a Fox 
production, replaced. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


Wednesday, May 30, 1928 


“Dragnet” Met, $25,000, 


Warner’s Leads in Hollywood, $19,00 


“Trail” Not So Good at $1.50—Loew’s State, With. 


“Yellow Lily,” Fine at $23,600 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

(Drawing Population 1,450,000) 

Weather: Fair and Cool 

The miracle has happened. Met- 
ropolitan, in the dumps for three 
months, got a break last week, 
jumping over $-.5,000, and made 
money. On the screen was “The 
Dragnet,” a Joe Von Sternberg fea- 
ture which seemed to be the gravy 
for the house. On the stage was 
the Harry Rose Publix unit which 
seemed to please immensely. 

State, on the other hand, with 
business shot all around, did well 
against its sister house a_ block 
away. It had “The Yeilow Lily’ on 
the screen and heading the F. and 
M. unit “Sweet William and Bad 
Lill,” the Brunswick record new 
sensations. Records sold heavily in 
town and the house through tieups 
got a break on account of the boys. 
Then too they had Joe Verdi work- 
ing opposite Benny Rubin the “ace’ 
of lecal m. c.’s. 

Warner Brothers stepped well to 


the fore on the week. They fin- 
ished fairly well with “Glorious 
Betsy” and in the middle of the 


week brought in “The Lion and the 
Mouse.” This being heralded as the 
first of the talkers got a great play 
with house playing to holdout on 
the first three nights. Larry Ce- 
bailos had a new stage show be- 
si'es, 

(trauman’s Chinese had a some- 
what dud of a week for the third 
stanza of “Trail of '98.” It was only 
out of town excursions and theatre 
parties that kept the gross from fall- 
ing more than $1,500 below the week 
before, which indicates that the pic- 
ture will hardly go more than an- 
otier four weeks. For sixth week 
of “Street Angel” at the Carthay 
Circle trade dropped less than $1,000 
bclow the preceding stanza. Goes 
out June 10 with “Fazil’ to follow 
on June 12. 

United Artists got rather a good 
Trcak on second and final week of 
Grifith’s “Drums of Love.” Million 
Dollar has Jannings in “Streets of 
Sin’ on screen. Jannings has never 
been box office knockout in this 
house with his pictures drawing 
about fair despite the dailies lauding 
ti.-m to the skies. 

Ann Pennington brought the 
F:vptian to the top with her first 


personal appearance in Hollywood. 
On the screen they had “Laugh, 
Clown, Laugh.” Boulevard seems 


to be way off of late with “Across 
the Atlantic,” depending entirely 
upon the drawing power of its star, 
ute Blue. 

Criterion seems to be out of the 
running. They have eut operating 
expense to the core on a grind pol- 
icy and “Hell Ship Bronson,” first 
pcture in under it, hardly grossed 
tne weekly rent. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Grauman’s Chinese A.) “Trail 
of (M-G-M) (1,958; 50-$1.50). 


No sensation at all. Looks as though 
stay will be. curtailed to around 
seven weeks. Third week, about 
$: °.500. 


Carthay Circle (W. C.-Miller) (6th 


weck) “Street Angel” (ox) (1,500; 
50-%1.50). Hitting around break line 
a: $5,100. 


Loew’s State (W. C.-Loew) “Yel- 


low Lily” (F. N.) (2,200; 25-99). 
Billie Dove always bet here and 
With “Sweet William and Bad Bill” | 
on stage, $23,000 great. 

Metropolitan (Pub-W. C.) “The 
Dragnet” (Par) (3,595; 25-99). Best 


sereen break house has had in over 
three months and only money maker 


Within that time at better than 
$ 5.600. 

Mitlion Dollar (Pub-W.C.) “Street 
of Sin” (Par) (2,200; 25-99). With 
house practically through as_ first 
run, this Jannings only got away 
to fair returns with $12.500, first 
weck. 

United Artists (U. A.) “Drums of 
Love” (U. A.) (2,100: °5-$1.10).- For 
second and final week, $12,500 very 


good. 


Warner’s (W. B.) “Glorious Betsy” 


(CW. B.) (Vita) (2,756; 25-75). Final 
four days of this one fairly good, 
with “The Lion and the Mouse” (W. 


3.-Vita) on first three days packing 
them in. Final on full week around 


$19,000, top business of Hollywood. | 


Criterion C.) “Hell Ship 

gronson” (all-star) (1.600; 15-50). 
With this feature and Movietone, 
house just out of running on total 
of 27,500. 

Ecyptian (W. C.-U. A.) “Laugh, 
Cl vn, Laugh” (M-G-M) (1.800: 25- 
75). Ann Pennington stage 
saved week here against strong 
Warner opposition in Hollywood. 
which is getting all trade in sight. 
She can be credited for more than 
half of $10,500 draw. 

Boulevard (W. C.) “Across 
Atlantic” (Warners) (°,154; 
gocd under «ircumstances. 


the | 
23 -50). 


| 


Drawing Films Got Big 
Crosses in Montreal 


Montreal, May 2%. 
(Drawing Pop., 600,000) 
Weather Wet 
Continuous wet weather all last 


week, including the Victoria Day 
holiday Thursday, kept every one 
in town and boosted theatre grosses 


all around. Pictures at the firs: 
run houses were also more at- 
tractive than they have been of 


late, and while there isn’t a single 
close-down in sight for the sum- 
mer, an unusual condition here, in- 
dications are that in spite of much 
keener competition than usual, the 
summer may pick up some on the 
past couple of months. That the 
public can be brought to attend if 
offered anything good enough is 
proved by instant success of mu- 
sical comedy stock with good prin- 
cipals and chorus that has just 


started a 15-week run at His 
Majesty’s. 

“Across to Singapore’ at the 
Capitol, with snappy presentation 


and good advertising, boosted the 
three 


gross $3,500 over previous 
weeks and put this house once 
again in the prosperous class. Or- 


chestra has been brought back on 
stage and with the tab musical 
comedy: outfit make a presentation 
of a cabaret scene that puts it all 
over anything previously attempted 
in the more pretentious light stage 
line. Audience liked it and flocked 
to the big feature picture, one of 
the best at this house in months. 
Very good at $14,500. 

George Rotsky put on “Ramona” 
at the Palace and the tie-up with 
the book and the song did the rest. 
He added a _ special program of 
songs and dances with, of course, 
the name song heavily featured. 
Picturé was put over big and lifted 
the house out of the red by a big 
margin. Very good at $15,000. 

Loew’s might have had a hard 
job to equal last week’s success, 
but Manager Adams _ headlined 
member of well-known Montreal 
family and song composer, Gitz 
Rice, with five “North-West 
Mounties” and “Marie, petite Cana- 
dienne.” He has a big following 
here and the house came out well. 
“Square Crooks” above average pi - 


ture and the rest of vaude up io 
standard here. Around $14,009. 
“Skyscraper,” feature picture At 


the Imperial, again led the vaude. 
though not so widely as the picture 
did vaude the previous week. — ’ 
$8,000. 

Savoy Musical Comedy Co., stoc's 
opened with a smash. The S. R. O. 
sign that has accumulated quite a 
parcel of dust at His Majesty’s was 
wiped off and hung up three nights 
ot the week. C. E. Cook, behind 


the company, clairns he has $7,000 
to $8,000 gross per week average in 
sight for the rest of the summer. 
First week's offering was “Wild- 
flower,” premiere for Montreal, and 
is to be followed by “Lady, Be 


Cood.” An 1,800-seater at $1.50 top. 
first week’s gross put at $8,000. 

Princess again tried out a Molnar 
play, but only just got by with :t 
aon week after good: opening nizht 
Not much doing in this town for 
|} comedy unless it has musical before 
| it. $13,000 would about cover gross 

Estimates for Last Week 

Capito! P.) (2,700; 40-60). 
“Across to Singapore” (M.-G.-M.). 
Went over big and helped by smart 
presentation of cabaret scene by 
tab musical comedy unit and Capi- 
tol band; again on stage for this 
Sea pictures combined with Ramon 
Navarro sure hit here. Hlouse 
climbed out of the near-red with 
fine gross of $14,500. 

Palace (F. P.) 
“Ramona” (U. A.). Everybody here 
singing and listening to song; pic- 
ture rave from start. Topped every- 
thing with $15,000. 

Loew’s (IF. P.) (3,200; 45-75). 
“Square Crooks” (ox). Wow pic- 
ture ind house getting quite a name 
for picture above average for com- 
bined vaude shows. Main.- 
tained previous week's high gress 
ut $14,000, 

Imperial (Keith's) 
“Skyscraper” (Pathe). Fourth good 
pieture at local first-run houses. 
Managers rceeognizing they have to 
get gocd ones to get by with heavy 


(2,700; 40-60). 


(1,900; 35-80), 


competition here this summe.. 
| Vaude average: $8.000. 

Strand (UU. <A.) (800; 30-40), 
| “Lady Raffles” (Col.), “Big Noise” 
| (i. N.). “Powder My Back” (War- 
} ner), and “Horsemen of the Plains” 

(Fox). Ail together, $4,000 

Neighborhoods had good all 

around week. 


| girl 


“DRESSED TO KILL” IN 


N. 0. GOT $9,100 GROSS, 


Last Week Better Way Down 


in Mammyland—Biilie Dove, 
$16,400 


New Orleans, May 29. 
(Drawing Pop., 500,000) 
Weather: Generally Clear 

Ideal weather and a brace of bet- 
ter films helped the flicker places 
last week. Townspeople paid homage 
in more prolific measure than was 
the case for the previous seven days. 

Billie Dove, than whom “there's 
no one whomer” with the local pop- 
ulace, save Clara Bow, lifted the 
Saenger business exactly four grand 
in “The Yellow Lily.” The b. 0. was 
dependent on Miss Dove as the stage 
show was a pain in the neck. 

Loew’s, too, showed an upward 
trend, going above $12,000 with Mil- 
ton Sills in “The Night Hawk.” 

The Strand, sporting “Feel My 
Pulse,” managed to rise to an even 
$3,000, but the Liberty was awry 
when “Two Flaming Youths” failed 
to fire enthusiasm. 

The Orpheum went to $9,100 with 
an appealing picture helping might- 
ily. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Saenger (3,568; 65)—" Yellow 
Lily.” Commended and Billie Dove 
quite a card here; $16,400. 

Loew’s State (3,218; 50).—‘“The 
Night Hawk.” Better than recent 
Sills features and got $12,300. 

Orpheum (2,400; 50)—‘“Dressed to 
Kill.” Liked immensely and good 
supporting stage show sent total to 


(2,200; 50)—‘‘Feel My 
Not so good and not so bad 
at even $3,000. 

Liberty (1,800; 35)—“Two Flam- 
ing Youths.” Reduced admission 
price has not helped grosses any; 
$2,400. 


“Tenderloin” Falls Down 
In H. 0. Wash. Week 


Washington, May 29. 
(Est. White Pop., 450,000) 
Weather: Warm to Cold With Rains 
Almost a pushover for the Palace 
last week with “The Patsy.” Usual 
big spread donated by Hearst's two 
local .dailies. The brodie of the 
Vitaphoned “Tenderloin” on a sec- 
ond week was a surprise. 30ttom 
looks to have dropped out almost 
completely with the novelty of the 
talking sequences after the first 

week, 

Fox, without a name on the stage, 
got a little something above the 
week preceding when the “name” 
was there. House has put in a sum- 
mer policy of an imported stage 
band and acts, without an m. ec. 
This meant the passing of the 16- 
ballet, a feature practically 
since the opening of the house. Dis- 
pensing with the ballet followed the 
dropping of the chorus a few weeks 
previous. 

“Harold Teen” at the Earle meant 
nothing as the comic strip is not run 
by any of the local dailies. Jack 
Pepper, m. c., has clicked with the- 
atre announcing a new three months 
contract with him. 

“San Francisco Nights” got about 
the same as all preceding it at the 
Rialto. Though much _ publicized, 
“Ramona” actually got more than 
was expected at the Columbia. None 
of the word of mouth reports gives 
the picture credit for being any- 
thing more than a beautiful scenic 
but the business was there. 

Estimates for Last week 

Columbia (Loew)—“Ramona” (U. 
S.) (1,232; 35-50). Got figures for 
this always business-getting house 


back up to high mark; close to 
$13,000. 
Earle (Stanley-Crandall)—‘“Har- 


old Teen” (F. N.) and Stanley stage 
revue with Jack Pepper, m. c. (2,- 
244; 35-50). Meant but little though 


usual figure rung up; just under 
$7,000. 

Fox (Fox) “Escape” (Fox) and 
Stebbins stage show (3,232; 35-50- 


75). Picture of night life seemingly 
liked as was stage portion, but 
business not right on comparative 
basis though opposition on other 
screens big attribute as well as light 


matinee’ trade; $20,000 liberally 
covers it. 
Met (Stanley-Crandall) “Tender- 


loin” (Warner’s Vitaphone) (1,518; 
25-50). Something went wrong here 
after much business the first week; 
$14,000 first week. $8,000. 

Palace (Loew)—‘The Patsy” 
(Cosmo M-G) Publix unit “Bowery 
Follies” and Wesley Eddy, m. c. (2,- 
365; 35-50). Better than expected. 
Over $20,000 claimed. 


Rialto (U)—‘“San_ Francisco 

Nights” (Lumas) (1,978; 35-50). 
Nothing extra; maybe reached 
$4,000. 


VALENTINO’S DOUBLE FREE 


First National has not yet re- 
newed the contract with Tibor 
Mindzenthy, Hungarian double for 
Rudolph Valentino. 

Mindzenthy was 15 


given a 


months’ tryout. 


$6,000, TACOMA’S HIGH 


Pantages’ Advantage Only Vaude- 
ville in Town 


Tacoma, May 29. 
(Drawing Pop., 125,000) 
Weather: Warm, Cool Nights 
With one less first run house 


| downtown others continue to show 


a little gain in gross. Pantages 
seems to have been the chief bene- 
ficiary the past week. 

The talking Vitaphoned Warner 
Bros. feature, “Tenderloin,” com- 
pleted its third week at 50c any- 
time, at the Blue Mouse, to neat 
returns. 

Rialto had a nifty in “The Magic 
Flame,” little late in reaching this 
burg, but it went over, while the 
Colonial is up a little again. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Pantages (1,400; 25-50)—‘“Girl in 


Every Port” (Fox). With only 
stage show in town, good gain; 
$6,000. 

Rialto (W-C) (1,250; 25-40)— 
“Magic Flamo” (U.A.). Lover- 
team, Banky and Colman, clicked; 
$4,700. 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 50) 
—‘Tenderloin” (W. B.) Vita. Third 
week considered very good. Good 
Vita acts; $3,600. 

Colonial (W-C) (850; 25) —‘Wreck 
of Hesperus” (P. D. C.). Added 
Lindbergh’s “Race to Paris’; $1,500. 


Philly Houses in 
Light Streak of Biz 


(Weather; Cool and Fair) 
Philadelphia, May 29. 

Business strangely off in most of 
the downtown picture houses last 
week. Film attendance has been 
disappointing here all spring.; in 
the neighborhoods, too, 

Evidence of the trouble is found 
in the Stanley Company’s an- 
rouncement of a_ special jubilee 
week, beginning Monday and the 
heavy advertising this week, the 
heaviest the company has used in 
a long time. 

“Partners in Crime,” newest Ray- 
mond Hatton-Wallace Beery com- 
edy, did not get a very warm recep- 
tion at the Stanley last week. It 
was something of a frost and as the 
surrounding bill, another revue unit 
called “In Bermuda” was not star- 
tling, attendance hurt accordingly. 
Gross under $24,000, lowest the big 
house has had in some time. 

Another disappointment was “The 
Patent Leather Kid” at the Stanton. 
This Richard Barthelmess film 
road-showed at the Erlanger in the 
winter, did not click as expected at 
popular prices, and will hold on 
only two weeks, off this Saturday 
“Kie®’ got only $10,000, was no bet- 
ter than the fourth and last week 
of “Speedy,” preceding picture. 

“Old San Irancisco” was also 
something of a blooey at the Aldine. 
Gross under $12,000. Down at the 
kKarlton “The Enemy” dropped to 
$6,000 in its second and final week, 
also under expectations. Arcadia 
did well with the farce “Baby 
Mine,” so well that it was held in 
a second week by a last-minute 
change of plans. Gross about $4,500. 

The two Fox houses also suf- 
fered. The Fox theatre had a me- 
diocre picture, generally panned, in 
“French Dressing” (F 
presentation features, outside of 
Borrah Minevitch and his har- 
monica band, not notewerthy. 

The house has a special and very 


steady clientele all its own, but 
did not get much more than last 
week. Gross off about $4,500 from 


preceding week, which, stated dif- 
ferently, meant $22.0900 gross or per- 
haps a little better. 

At the Fox-Locust, “Street Angel” 


doing nicely and had shown real 
strength, nose-dived unexpectedly 


to $9,000 and will be taken off this 
Saturday with “Mother Machree” 
following. 

Adolphe Menjou at the Stanley, 
plus another revue unit, “Jazz Car- 
nival,” with Budady Page as master 
of ceremonies. “Across to Singa- 
pore” with Ramon Novarro at the 
Karlton, and “A Thief in the Dark” 
at the Fox. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Stanley (4,000: 35-50-75)-—‘Part- 
ners in Crime” (Par). Hatton-Beery 
picture, frost. Under $24,000. Low 
for house. 

Aldine (1,500; 50-75)—“Ola San 
Francisco” (Warner, week). 
Critics not kind: business none too 
good. About $11,500. 

Stanton (1,700; 35-50-75)—"Pat- 
ent Leather Kid” (F N) (1st week). 


Disappointing film, road-showed 
here earlier in séason. Under $10.- 
000. 


Karlton (1,100; 50-75)—“The En- 
emy” (MGM; 2d week). Not so hot. 
Dropped to $6,000 in 2d week and 
taken off Saturday. 

Arcadia (890; 50)—‘Baby Mine” 
(MGM; Ist week). Farce surprise 
hit and held over. About $4,500. 

Fox-Locust (1,800; $1.65)—‘‘Street 
Angel” (Fox, ith week). Sluimped, 
too, after excellent pickup. Off Sat- 


urday. About $9,000 last week. 
Fox (8,000; 99)-——“French Dress- 
ing” (F N). Picture rapped by 


critics and bill not noteworthy, ex- 


cept. perhaps, for Borrah Mine- 
Vitch and harmonica’ bunch. 
off to $22,000. 


N), and the! 


MIDLAND OFF TO $15,500 
WITH “OLD IRONSIDES” 


Mainstreet Did Better, With 
“Lily,” $18,500—“F. & D.” 
Revival Not Fancy 


Kansas City, May 29, 
After in all the neighboring terri. 
tory, in some instances even second 
run, “Old Ironsides” was given its 


Kansas City premiere, at the Midlang 
last week and proceeded to do ex. 
actly as predicted, flop. At $15,500 
it was the Midland’s second lowest 
week since opening. 

All the first run houses went in 
strong for publicity in their at- 
tempts to sell their shows. Extra 
displays were used by the Main-« 
street for Billie Dove and her “Ye].« 
low Lily,” with a regular stage show 
added for good measure, and the ree 
sult holds out at many of the per. 
formances. The stage show was one 
of the best of the season. And the 
house did $18,500. 

Pantages had a sweet tie-up with 
the Kansas City “Star” for Huston 
Ray, pianist, and the Globe wWith 
“We Americans” had a full page: 
display of merchants’ with 
miniature heads of different na- 
tionalities in the same paper. Passes 
to the theatre were offered to the 
ones telling the nationality of the 
faces in the ads. 

Universal's first run house, Up- 
town, inaugurated its new policy of 
one bill a week, instead of split, with 
“Love and Learn” and with a stage 
show built around Tracy-Browns’ 
orchestra. P. Hans Flath continues 
at the organ. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Loew’s Midland—‘“Old Ironsides” 
(4,000; 25-35-50). Picture so long 
getting on local screen a large part 
of the publicity given it when it 
was new seemed lost. Teo histori- 
eal for the flappers with the title 
keeping them away, also another 
alibi. Result very disappointing, 
Stage show “Araby,” another flashy 
Loew-Publix unit, but good enter- 
tainment; $15,500, low. 

Mainstreet (Orph.)—‘“Lellow Lily” 
(3,200: 25-50). Billie Dove has 
made better pictures than this, but 


her admirers here are many. Vaude 
very good; $18,500. 

Newman (Loew)—“The  Fifty- 
Fifty ‘irl,’ 1st half; “Diamond 


Handcuffs” 2d half (1,980; 25-35-50). 
House dragging along around $3,000 
weekly, with nothing seemingly get- 
ting ’em started. Split week pro- 
gram pictures brought good notices 
from reviewers but failed to help at 
box office. 

Pantages — “Hangman’s House” 
2,200; 25-50). Picture one of best 
house has had this season. Coupled 
with-regulation vaude, good value. 
Huston Ray, pianist, circused and 
tied up in advertising stunts, which 
helped to drag in $7,600, good. 

Liberty (Ind)—‘“‘Flesh and Devil” 
(1,000; 25-35). With new and une 
known pictures failing to draw, 
Manager Sam Carver tried revivals. 
Critics raved over this one when 
first shown here and reiterated their 
praise for revival. Some had not 
seen it but not many, according to 
the final report; $1,500. 


“Lion and Mouse,” Vita, 


$16,000 in Buffalo 


3uffalo, May 29. 
(Drawing Pop., 600,000) 
Weather: Fair and Cool 
The picture business was just 


such-and-such all over Buffalo last 
week. With the Teck reopening for 
a week and the Erlanger also doing 
business, every theatre in town was 
open. 

On the screen were two outstand- 
ing features for the week, “Ramona.” 
at the Buffalo, and “The Lion and 
the Mouse” (Vita) at the Lafayette. 
The former turned in a good week’s 
business with a good show sur- 
rounding the feature. “The Lion 
and the Mouse” made an excellent 
follow-up of “Tenderloin” and ap- 


; peared to be better in every way 


than its predecessor. Got plenty of 
talk publicity and with takings 
climbing all week the picture is now 
scheduled as a holdover. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65) 
—“Ramona” (U.A.). “Knick-Knacks” 
on stage. Although rather soppy 
feature found favor. $29,600. 

Hip (Publix) (2,400; 50)——“Sailors’ 
Wives” (U) and vaude. Off, drop- 
ping to between $10,000 and $11,000. 

Great Lakes (Fox) (3.400; 35-50) 
—“‘The Showdown” (Par) and vaude. 
Freak show, “Day at Cireus”’” on 


stage. Business sluggish for about 
$9,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,490; 35-50)— 
“Diamond Handcuffs” and vaude. 


Also Around 
$7,500, 

Lafayette (Indep) (3,400: 35-50)— 
“Lion and the Mouse” Vitaphone 
(Warner) and vaude. House mak- 
ing genuine feature of Vitaphone 
and for past three weeks has shown 
substantial gains. Talking pictures 


on slide last week. 


iwith business reacting for ex 


grosses. 


here seem to have registered heuvild 
VWI wet 


Last week over $18.00 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


Wednesday, May 30, 1928 


| Tempest” Over Capacity at $11,500; 
“Abie” Not Drawing Rent of 44th St. 


With Weather Break Last Week Several In-and- 
Outers on Broadway—Paramount, $73,900 


Unsettled weather dominated by | Anything In Topeka From 


a continuously overcas sky, gave 
the Broadway picture houses an- 
‘other break and business wasn't 
bad last week. 

Outstanding on the Street was 
the Embassy, where “The Tempest 
had a merry time of it at $11,500, 
ever capacity for its fir'st full week. 

Billie Dove threw some life into 
the Strand with “The Yellow Lily. 
Film jumped the house close to 
$30,000 for the first time in wecks. 
“Don’t Marry” turned in a compact 
put neat bundle of $96,700 for the 
Roxy. Reviving “The White Sister” 
at the Capitol didn’t seem to mean 
much with only $52,000 in the till 
Friday night. 

Paramount went to $73,900 on 
“Something Always Happens” and 
Ash, an increase of $900 over the 
Chicago baton waver’s first week. 

“Ramona” held its head up in 
dropping «f, but about $4,000 on its 
second week. Picture took $38,800 
and enjoyed the best third weeck- 
end any film has yet had at the 
Rivoli. Down at the Rialto “Steam- 
boat Bill, Jr.,” had plenty to worry 
in terminating a fortnight’s run to 
only $17,300, pretty low on this 
corner. Across the square, at the 
Cameo, “Daughter of Israel" did a 
light $4,225. 

$2 Pictures 

Nothing hit $14,000 on the $2 list. 
“Wings” and “Trail of ’98” closest 
with $13,900 and $13,800, respective- 
ly. “Man Who Laughs,” at the 
Central, got its share at $12,000, 
while “Glorious Betsy” held satis- 
factorily at Warner's. The Fox 
pair, “Four Sons” and “Street 
Angel,” caught $7,000 at the Gaiety 
and $12,450 at the Globe. 

“Abie's Irish Rose” has shown no 
inclination to get out of the hole 
it has dug at the 44th Street. 
Latest unofficial reports on the pic- 
ture are that it will not go to the 
Criterion, but Paramount may sub- 
lease the 44th Street, holding back 
“The Patriot” until it is deter- 
mined just how much “sound” is 
to go into the new releases. 


Hammerstein's “Fond of St. 
Petersburg,” due to open Monday, 


was postponed until Wednesday 
(May 30) because of a question of 
censorship and propaganda. “Dawn” 
supplanted “Mother Machree” at 
the Times Square Tuesday. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Astor—‘Trail of (M-G) (1,- 
129; $1-$2) (11th week). Going 
along moderately with others of its 
Specie; $13,800 not hot but could be 
a lot worse. 

Cameo—' Daughter of Israel” 
(Hirsh) (549; 50-75). French film 
didn’t cause excitement; $4,225 ordi- 
nary. 

Capitol — “The White Sister” 
(M-G) (4,620; 35-50-75-$1.65). Re- 
vival couldn't get house to $60,000, 
spot it hasn't reached in past three 
weeks; $52,000 pretty light here. 

Central—“Man Who Laughs” (U) 
(922; $1-$2) (5th week). Hugo 
name pulling fair trade; plus time 
of year and number of $2 pictures 
on street; over $12,000; not bad. 

Criterion—“Wings” (Par.) (836; 
$1-$2) (424 week). Half way 
through 10th month and showing 
nice Weekly profit; reported now 
Abie” will not come in here, which 
leaves “The Patriot” (Par.) possible 
Successor whenever feature peters 

mbassy — “Tempest” (U. A.) 
bod $1-$1.65) (2d week). Held 

Ssest demand among Broadway 
Pictures for first full week; playing 
to consistent capacity and $11,500 
means numerous standees. 


Pm St.—“Abie’s Irish Rose” 
G ) (1.490; $1-$2) (6th week). 

aa less than house rental, 
with current reports Paramount 


may sublease house; First National 
aaantune Jessee as latter firm seeks 
ite for “Lilac Time,” which is sup- 
Posed to come in next month for $2. 
as been around $3,500. 
Sons” and Movie- 
Now (Fox) (808; $1-$2) (15th week). 
tal final week and followed by 

Sea (Fox) June 4; has had 
run without any red. 
‘Street Angel” and Movie- 
(Fox) (1,416; $1-$2) (8th 
fo ek). Substantial figure of $12,450 

r this stage of run; more than 
holding own. 
piiammerstein’s — “End of St. 
(Zakora) (1,265; $1- 
Monae week). Supposed to open 
ay but propaganda inquiry 
Poned premiere until Wednes- 

ay. 

Paramount—“Something Always 
(Par.) (3,666; 35-50-75- 
ystery-comedy evidently liked 
fans Paul Ash on stage definite 
it or; $73,900 very good and $900 
cimb over previous week. 

Riaito—“Steamboat Bil, dr” 
A.) (1,960; 35-50-75-99). Didn't 


Show anything in either of its two 
weeks; 


fortnight totaled but $38,- 


Garters to Furniture 
Topeka, May 29. 
(Drawing Pop., 85,000) 

Weather, Fair and Warm 

Repetition previous week. “Legion 
of the Condemned” here ahead of 
“Wings” knocked ‘em at the Or- 
pheum and the other houses did 
only fair or worse business, patrons 
buying entertainment instead of 
prizes. 

At the Jayhawk business was 
held up by mothers, fathers, sisters 
and brothers of pupils of a local 
dancing school. Dancers staged a 
presentation the first four days and 
the last two days a pantomime was 
given by the tots. As for the pic- 
tures, “The Patsy,” called the poor- 
est of Marion Davies’ career, and 
“Bringing Up Father” didn’t even 
get the support of newspaper that 
runs the strip. 

The newest is announced in big 
newspaper space by the National 
Theatres Company, controlling Or- 
pheum, Jayhawk and Grand. 
They're selling books of tickets at 
cut rates “scalping their own.” The 
sale started out as a contest with 
a car as the prize for the best col- 
lege or high school salesman. None 
applied for entrance to the contest. 
Salesmen were offered jobs on com- 
mission basis to dispose of the 
books of tickets and now the box 
office girls will try to unload them. 

The Novelty tried the garter thing 
this week, but the men didn’t seem 
anxious to get a chance to get gar- 
ters off the legs of the chorus girls 
even when they were told that some 
of the “sleeve supporters” con- 
tained coin. The two-for-one cou- 
pons at the Grand (stock) and the 
Pay Day night with patrons getting 
checks for from one cent to $5, con- 
tinue with the coupon night get- 
ting the best break. The break for 
the Grand’s dish night when all the 
women got dinner plates was to fill 
the two bit seats. 

You can get anything in Topeka 
by going to a show these days, from 
a garter to a set of living room fur- 
niture. 

Estimates for Last Week 
‘Jayhawk (1.500; 40) (Jayhawk). 
Local dancing prolog that brought 
husiness. “The Patsy” first three 
days failed to do anything like ex- 
pected and “Bringing Up Father” 
proved just another comic strip an- 


imated, Just over $3.100. 
Orpheum (1.200: 40) (National). 
“Legion of the Condemned” got 


good breaks and only real picture 
here last week. doing steady drag 


for about $2,400. 
Grand (1,400: 75) (National) 
Waddell Players in “The Man on 


the Roof” assisted by coupon night. 
nav night and dish night. managed 
to bring business up, but it’s a ques- 
tion whether or not extra expense 
was paid for. About $1.900. 

Novelty (1.199: 295) (Crawford) 
Arthur Higgins’ Follvtown Maids in 
tabs still slipping despite garter 
night. Special children's matinees 
and even an old time fiddler slipped 
in Saturdav failed to help much. 
Ahout $1,800. 

Cozy (490: 25) (Lawrence). “A 
Million Bid” first half got ordinary 
biz with “The Valley of Giants” 
last half pulling bit because of star. 
$600. 

Best (550: 20) (Y.awrence). Al 
Russell's Come-On Girls with third 
run pictures. Al putting on better 
show and getting steady increase. 
About onlv stock in town that is. 
About $1,190. 


600. which means gasping finish of 
$17,300; “Street of Sin” (Par.) cur- 
rent. 

Rivoli—“Ramona” (U. A.) (2,200; 
35-50-75-99) (3d week). Fell off 
normally from strong first week; 
$38,800 solid second week and had 
best third week-end past Saturday 
and Sunday of any film to play 
here; indications are for four or five 
weeks unless somebody suddenly 
turns on the heat. 

Roxy—“Don’t Marry” (Fox) (6,- 
208: 50-75-$1-$1.65). Doesn't have 
to alibi $96,700; next week First Na- 
tional’s German picture. 

Strand—“The Yellow Lily” (F. N.) 
(2,900; 35-50-65-75). Shot up to 
$29,300 with Billie Dove picture; 
best house has held in some time; 
jump of $5,900 over ‘Kentucky 
Courage”; stage units out next week 
for Vita talkers with ‘‘Tenderloin” 
(Warners) first on list. 

Times Square—‘Dawn” (Selwyn) 
(1,080; $1-$2) (1st. week). Opened 
Tuesday on run. 

Warner’s—‘Glorious Betsy” and 
Vitaphone (W. B.) (1,360; $1-$2) 
(5th week). Doing all right at 


TORONTO NOT BIGOTED; 
LIKED “BLACK EAGLE” 


“Ramona’ Held Over—‘Kings’| 
Did $12,000 in 2 Weeks 
Over Border 


Toronto, May 29. 
(Drawing Population 700,000) 
Weather: Fair and Cool 


Except for “Ramona” (UA) which 
came in strong and held over at 
the Tivoli, business did not pick up 


from the three weeks’ slump even ! 


with the help of Victoria Day, May 
24, Canadian national holiday. 

“Ramona” went better than $9,000, 
which puts it right up with the 
town’s leaders, real business in a 
1,400-seater. Tom Daley gave the 
picture a smart surrounding pro- 
gram of short stuff. 

Jules Bernstein is still keeping 
the Loew house well up despite a 
half dozen handicaps caused .by the 
recent fire which will keep the matin 
auditorium dark a couple of weeks 
yet. He tried “Under the Black 
fagle” (M-G) this week despite 
warned off this one as setting up 
a former enemy in the hero role 
for here; did about $9,500. 

Mickey Daniels, freckle faced kid 
from the Hal Roach “Our Gang” 
outfit, was a big help on the stage. 

While “Eagle” was no wow It was 
comfortably out of the red, which 
indicates that the town can see a 
German set up as @ human being 
without dashing off letters to the 
editor and calling for the bobbies. 

“Chicago” bad at around $7,000 in 
Jack Arthur’s Uptown. This was a 
drop of about $4,000 over “Take a 
Chance Week” immediately  pre- 
ceding and was one of the worst 
holiday weeks yet counted. 

Satires seem over the heads of 
the hoi poilloi here because the 
critics voted both “Chicago” and 
“Helen of Troy” first class releases 
and both flopped on the general 
explanation “things just couldn't 
happen like that.” Uptown opened 
strong with “Drums of Love” (UA) 
‘Saturday. 

Two weeks was enough for “King 
of Kings” at the Princess. About 
$12,000 would cover the fortnight. 
This keeps the picture out of the red 
which is all that was expected from 
it in a house that has been dark 
for the greater part of two seasons. 
The picture now gets prestige to 
tour the Ontario sticks under the 
banner “Held over at the Princess, 
Toronto, at $2 prices.” The same 
goes for “Chicago.” FP would have 
been satisfied to ship the print back 
so far as Toronto is concerned but 


a release thrown out here is dead | eens ge 


for the whole province so they de- 
cided to doctor it up. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Tivoli (FP) “Ramona” (UA) (1,- 
400; 30-60). Built steadily from 
average beginning on good word of 
mouth publicity and held over to 
surprise of wise guys who figured 
nothing could hold over at this sea- 
son. Over $9,000. 

Loew’s “Under the Black Eagle” 
(M-G) (1,500; 30-60). Good at $9,- 
500 considering handicaps house 
working under since fire two weeks 
ago. Picture expected to cause some 
indignation because of playing hero 
as German soldier but reception 
good. Mickey Daniels, ‘Our Gang” 
kid, on stage. 

Hip (FP) “Hold 'Em_ Yale” 
(Pathe).Youngest of FP houses here 
continues as_ consistent money 
maker at over $9,000. Show’s least 
drop of any Toronto house from 
winter biz. Stage show given credit 
for bulk of strength. Current pic- 
ture looked on as routine stuff. 

Pantages (FP) “Good Morning, 
Judge” (U) (3,300; 30-60). Big 
house in slump at around $8,000, 
for no particular reason. Size of 
house may be against it. Audience 
doesn't like sitting by itself. 

Uptown (FP) “Chicago” (Pathe). 


Sad story. Public took this satire 


seriously despite double warning in | 


subtitles. Dropped to around $7,000, 
bad in holiday week, summer or 
winter. 


Princess, “King of Kings” (2,000; 
50-$1.50). This one expected to raise 
controversy but didn’t. Critics liked 
it and no one else seemed to have 
much to say. 
in two weeks. 
tario tour. 

Neighborhoods not so good. 


Now starts an On- 


“Way Down East” Did 
$10,000 in New Haven 


New Haven, Conn., May 29. 
“Way Down East” slipped into 
the Roger Sherman for a revival 
trial, is reported to have played to 
around $19,000 last week. Figure is 


considered good. 
House seats about 2,000 and 
used Movietone and Vitaphone 


shorts in conjunction with the film 
feature. ‘ntire program on three 
hours, holding down the turnover. 

Understanding here is that the 
D. W. Griffith film may be retitled 
and sent out, local lobby comment 
being that picture’s wording was 


around $11,090. 


old fashioned. 


AMBASSADOR, $31,200 
Everything Broke Well for St. Louis 
House Last Week 


St. Louis, May 29. 
(Drawing Population 1,000,000) 


Weather: Fair and Warm 

Picture playhouses cooling 
plents that work have been pros- 
pering during the last week or so 
hereabouts. With the refrigeration 
plants working in the big downtown 
and uptown picture houses the only 
worry us far as compctition goes 
from nuw until September will be 
the outdoor light opera attractions. 

Estimates for Last Weck 

Ambassador (Skouras downtown) 
(3,000; 35-65) “Broken Dreams” and 
kid Lowry’s stage show. Picturiza- 
tion got well deserved praise. 
Lowry, with contestants in “The 
Times” beauty race for Galveston, 
big drawing card. $31,200. 

Loew’s State (3,300; 25-35-65) 
“Rose- Marie” and Nat Nazarro, Jr., 


on stage. Drew lot of takers. $17,- 
600, 
Missouri (Skouras uptown) (3,- 


800: 35-65) “Lone Eagle” called ter- 
rible for continuity and weak sister 
in series. Frank Fay started 
this week as new m.c. Last week, 


$15,300. 

Grand Central (Skouras) (1,700; 
50-75) “Glorious 3etsy"” (CW. B. 
Vita). Second week and more 


thousands jamming their way into 
this Skouras house. Week before 
it approached record for house and 
held over for third week; $11,500. 

St. Louis (4,280; 35-65) “Hang- 
man's House,” with vaude. Picture 
called one of best of year at this 
theatre. 


“EASY COME” DID BUT 
$12,500 IN NEW SEATTI.E 
Town Leche for Biz— 


Blue Mouse, Wired, Most 
Consistent, $7,500 


Seattle, May 29. 

(Drawing Population, 450,000) 

Business seemed to be shot. 
weather, together with the problem 
of an overseated condition, tends to 
make the going rough. United Ar- 
tists theatre will close June 9 for an 
indefinite period. It is expected the 
house will remain closed for at least 
three months. Some talk of razing 
the theatre and making room for an 
office building. No confirmation can 
be obtained. 

Another house expected to close 
any time is the Orpheum. It has 
loser since its opening last 
August. Vaude has been inferior, 
with the pictures not much better. 
Reported musicians, stage hands and 
operators working on a week-to- 
week basis. 

Sam Dembow, Jim Cowan and 
Ralph Crabill, all of Publix, were in 
town looking over the new Seattle. 
House has been dropping money 
ever since March 1, when it was 
opened. A nut of over $18,000 makes 
it nearly impossible to show velvet. 
Publix units have failed to draw in 
this territory, although they seem to 
please, 

Fifth Avenue was going along 
consistently with “Shepherd = of 
Kingdom Come.” “Easy Come, Easy 
Go,” was the big pull at the Seattle. 
Dix is a good draw in this town, but 
the hot weather didn't help. Pub- 
lix’s “Tick-Tock” unit was well re- 
ceived, as was Jules Buffano, m. c. 

United Artists could not get start- 
ed with “Valley of the Giants. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Seattle (Publix-W. C.) (2,700; 25- 
60)—“Easy Come, Basy Go,” (Par). 
Picture well liked; Dix good card 
locally; $12,500. 

Fifth Avenue (W. C.) (2,700; 25- 
60)—“Shepherd of Kingdom Come” 
(F. N.); $14,000. 

United Artists (U. A.-W. C.) (1,- 


800; 25-60)—“The Valley of the 
Giants” (FF. N.). Picture did not 
mean a thing to the gate. Jan So- 


fer’s orchestra popular; $5,069. 
Orpheum (Orpheum) (2,700; 25- 
50)—“Skinner’s Big Idea” (FBO). 


| Picture went along unnoticed; vaude 


| better than average; 


Went about $12,000) 


$7,800. 


Pantages (1,500; 25-60) — “Honor 


Bound” (Fox). Just an average 
week; $6,000. 
President (Henry Duffy)-—“Little 


Heaven.” Leo Carrillo doing play 
especially written for him by Olga 
Printzlau; $4,000. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 
75)—“Tenderloin” and Vita (W. B.). 
Completed excellent third week; 
house seems only consistent money- 
maker in town; $7,599. 

Columbia (U) (1,900; 
“Hunchback of Notre Dame” 
tevival stimulated; $3.800. 

Metropolitan (1.470; 50-$1,65)— 
“Wings” (Par.). Road-show pres- 
entation of this air picture caught 
$9,990. 


25- 


25-50)— 
(U). 


HAWLEY LEAVES COAST 


Los Angeles, May 29. 
Clifford B. Hawley, president of 
First National, returned to New 
York after a four weeks’ visit to 
the First National studios in Bur- 
bank. 


The | 
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For Ist Wk. in Detr. 
Starts Talker Talk 


| 
Detroit, May 29. 
Weather: Rainy and Cool 

“Tenderloin’s" clean up at the 
Madison eclipsed all other film ef- 
forts last week. Disreguarding ad- 
verse criticism, most of it coming 
from the press, the talker planted a 
word of mouth bombshell imme- 
diately upon opening. 

If the first week of the first full 
length talking picture is a reliable 
prediction, talkers are in as solidly 
here as anywhere. With the State 
soing straight pictures in two 
weeks and wired for talking films 
exclusively, the whole town is gab- 
bing. Every exhibitor, little or big, 
is inquiring about the cost of equip- 
ment. 

It seems that, so far as the the- 
atre men are concerned, Detroit has 
gone talker, and it took only one 
picture and one week to do it. 

Only “Tenderloin’s’” noise de- 

tracted from the second week feat 
of “Ramona” at the United Artists. 
This one, after a surprise $25,000 
opening week, came back with a 
strong $19,000 second and is re- 
maining. The other supposedly run 
film, “Harold Teen,” proved rather 
tame at the Adams and lammed it 
after a solo week. The _ picture 
lacked tne class to play without 
trimmings, particularly in view of 
what it was up Rgainst. 
_Fox Washington, with a single- 
weeker, “Honor Bound,” drew a fair 
$3,400, mainly through a_ strong 
Movietone bill. The house closes 
next week. 

Michigan, with ‘Yellow Lily,” and 
Capitol, “50-50 Girl,” were both un- 
der wraps in awaiting Whiteman 
and Van and Schenck this week. 

Oriental, open for the receivers’ 
satisfaction only, went along at 
about the usual with Tiffany's “The 
Little Yellow House,” while the 
State seemingly failed to find a 
draw in its new stage personality, 
Roy Sedley, as $11,000 testifies. 

Some cool weather helped cotm- 
siderably over the last week-end. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Adams (Kunsky)—‘“Harold Teen” 
(F. N.) (1,700; 50-75). Freak book- 
ing had filmed cartoon strip spotted 
too high; nice comedy might have 
accomplished more with stage ac- 
companiment; no straight picture 
against surrounding attractions and 
out after a week to $9,500. 

Capitol (Kunsky) — “50-50 Girl” 
(Par) (3,448; 50-75). Bebe Daniels 
in mediocre picture, but counted in 
$18,700. 

Madison (Kunsky) — “Tender- 
loin”’- Vita (W. B.) (st week) 
(1,976; 50-75). Opened very big, 
talk creating most of biz; $25,000 
start gives talker edge over any- 
thing at Madison since “The Jazz 
Singer,” also with Vita; maintained 
pace into this week. 

Michigan (Kunsky) — “Yellow 
Lily” (F. N.) (4.100; 50-75). Aver- 
age at $41,300; film’s good notices; 
Billie Dove helped out in uneventful 
week. 

Oriental—“Little Yellow House’ 
(T-S) and vaude (2,950; 25-90). 
First week in receivers’ hands, and 


$7,900: only vaude house down- 
town, but getting little through it: 
may operate at loss or even until 
buyer comes along. 

State (Kunsky)—“‘Walking Back” 
(Pathe) (3,900; 25-75). toy Sed- 
ley’s initia] wec's on stage not very 
rood; better picture would have 


helped put new m. ec. over; $10,000 
United Artists (U. A.)—‘Ramona” 


(vw. A.) (2d week) (2,000; 50-65). 
Strong, $19,000 following $25,000 
start; best two figures yet at this 
house: “Ramona” for third week, 
“Drums of Love” next. 
Washington (Fox) — “Honor 


Round”’-Movietone (Fox) (1,700; 35- 
50-65). One-week policy will 
be short-lived, as house closes after 
next week; satisfactory, $3,409 for 
“Honor,” 


i 
| 
| 


Bunion Derby Race 

Contemporary with the arrival of 
the Bunion Derby in New York 
Stern Brothers are launching a spe- 
cial picture entitled “The Cross 
Country Bunion Race,” starring Sid 
Saylor, supported by Harry Martell! 
and Harriett Mathews. 

This is one of the 
George Do It” comedies. 


new “let 


DUANE THOMPSON’S CONTRACT 
Los Angeles, May 29. 

Duane Thompson” signed with 
Tniversal to be featured in four 
more underworld pictures, directed 
by Leigh Jason. 

The contract contains an option 
for five years and was consummated 
after seeing her work in “Phantom 
| Fingers,” the first of the Jason 
iseries of underworld pictures. 
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10 VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 


- Wednesday, May 30, 1928 


Chicago Downtown Business Fair: 


“Walking Back” 


Chicago, May 29. 
Picture grosses last Week were 
generally moderate, in keeping with 
the weather season. Pathe 
pulled the unusual by getting into 
three Loop houses with first runs— 
Chicago, State-Lake and Majestic. 
At the Chicago “Skyscraper” 
proved itself up to the important 
booking, increasing the take $1,000 
over the previous week. Comments 
and reviews were unanimously fa- 
vorable. “Walking Back,” at the 
State-Lake, likewise impressed fa- 
verably as a rather lightweight af- 
fair dealing, with the younger gen- 
eration. Gross about $17,500, some- 
what better than the theatre’s prac- 


tically invariable figure. “Blue 
Danube” was not checked at the 
Majestic, as the house does not 


regularly play first runs with its 
Association vaudeville. 

Police censor ban of “Drag Net” 
(Par) cost the Roosevelt some 
dough as it threw the booking 
schedule out of whack and necessi- 
tated running of two weak money 
films during the two weeks the 
banned picture was slated to ap- 
pear. “We Americans” occupied 
the first week as a holdover, al- 
though it ha‘tn’t created any stir 
in town and a low $12,000 vesulted. 
Last week “Laugh, Clown, Laugh” 
was brought over from McVickers 
and brought an under-average $14,- 
000. It had fallen down in its two 
weeks at McVickers. 

Oriental’s Gross 


The Oriental has not as yet in- 
dicated just what its average gross 
will be without Paul Ash, although 
a long hazard would place it at 
around $35,000. Last week the 
house had “Diamond Handcuffs” 
(M-G). Some extra advertising in 
all dailies looked like M-G was 
spending some of its own coin on 
exploiting. Besides B. & K. in- 
creased their regular ad space to 
counteract a summer dropoff. Al 
Kvale was in as guest m. c., and 
helped quite a bit in securing the 
$37,000 gross, best the house has 
done since Ash left. Al is hot 
bananas among local flaps and 
flappy-britches. 

Second week of “Street of Sin” 
brought a customary decline of $5,- 
000, and the film probably will play 
the regular three weeks. Tt opened 
better than average at $28,000. 

Mindlin tried a double bill for his 
sure-slot Playhause — “Metropolis” 
and “Salome”’—with fair but not 
forte results, “Sadie Thompson” 
dropped $6.000 in its second week, 
after opening just moderately at 
$25.000. It will play three weeks, 
with “Ramona” following, 


Estimates for Last Week 


Chicago (Publix) — “Skyscraper” 
(Pathe) (4,500; 50-75). Pathe film 
received important booking in 


town’s highest money house; went 
$1.000 above normal, to $45,000. 

McVickers (Publix)—“Street of 
Sin” (Par) (2,400; 50-75). Second 
week, $23,000; first week good with 
$28,000; okay notices. 


Monroe (Fox)—“Thief in Dark” 
(Fox) (975; 50-75). Just around 
regular figure with $3.600: house 


did $1,000 better on previous week 
with “Hangman’s House.” 

Oriental (Publix) “Diamond 
Handcuffs” (M-G-M) (3,300; 35-75). 
M-G-M had special ads in all dailies 


to exploit this unusual film: with 
Al Kvale on stage, $37,000, best 
since Paul Ash left. 

Orpheum (Warner) — “Glorious 
Betsy” (W.B.) (Vita) (760: 50). 
Second week, $8,341: opened sur- 
prisingly strong at $12,000. $4,500 


better than house average. 
_ Playhouse (Mindlin)—“Metropo- 
lis”) (Ufa)—“Salome” (U.A.) (600: 


ia Double feature brought fair 
2500. 
Roosevelt (Publix) “Laugh. 


Clown. Laugh” (M-G-M) (1,400: 50- 
65). Substituted for banned “Drag 
Net”: latter had fared poorly in two 
weeks at MeVickers: somewhat bhe- 
low normal here with $14.000. 


State-Lake (Orpheum) “Walk- 
ine Rack” (Pathe) (2.500: 50-75) 
Got $17.500 with Ornh vaude: 
hetned by comments and notices, 

United Artists (17.A.)—"“Sadie 
Thompson” (U.A.) (1.709: 35-75) 


Dronped to $19,000 in secand week 
after just fair start at $25,000; in 
for three weeks, 


YOUNGSTER LOSES THUMB 


Los Angeles, May 29, 
Lucille Fairbanks, 10, daughter of 


Robert Fairbanks, tore the thumb 
off her right hand while sliding 


down the chute leading to the out- 
door plunge at Pickfair estate in 
Beverly Hills. 


SILVER MEG FOR REED 


Los Angeles, May 29. 
Luther Reed, director of “Saw- 
dust Paradise,” for Paramount, was 
presented with a silver megaphone 
by the players and members of the 
company making the picture as a 
token of appreciation. 


Helped State-Lake 


A. 


“STEAMBOAT BILL” IN 
FRISCO, $22,000, BIG 
“Tenderloin” on Vita Holds Up 


and $12,000 in 3d Wk.; “Hell 
Ship” in Wrong House 


San Francisco, May 29. 


(Drawing Pop., 756,000) 
Weather: Fair 


Sunshine and grief reigned along 
Market street last week. Sunshine, 
because the Warfield continued its 
winning pace and because the Gra- 
nada, long in the red, came close to 
showing a profit—its first good week 
in several months. 

Another bright spot was the Em- 
bassy, where Warners’ talking “Ten- 
derloin” held exceptionally strong 
in its third week. 

Old Man Gloom settled over the 

California and the St. Francis, spell- 
ing plenty of ruin. California has 
had tough sledding for four or five 
weeks, and last week was the heav- 
iest slam yet. Though a corking 
good meller on screen, it didn’t mean 
a thing to this run house, and busi- 
ness was pitiful. So scarce is the 
supply of suitable features for here 
that it was not until late Thursday 
that a successor could be picked, to 
open on Saturday. 
Chaplin’s “Circus” petered out 
weakly in its fourth and final week 
at the St. Francis. It was a gisap- 
pointment, as the opening week's 
intake warranted the presumption 
the comedy would hold for four 
weeks at least. 

Neighborhood picture houses ex- 
perienced one of their worst weeks 
this season. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Warfield — “Steamboat Bill, Jr.” 
(M-G-M) (2,672; 35-50-65-90). One 
of best all-round bills house has had 
in months. Rube Wolf and Fanchon 
and Marco stage show helped mate- 
rially. Close to $26,000. Immense, 
considering general depression. 

Granada — “The Dragnet” (Par.) 
(2,785; 35-50-65-90). Looked like old 
times to see customers storming 
Granada box office first of the week. 
Opening day one of biggest week- 
days in months. George Bancroft 
credited for big draw. $22,000. 

Embassy—“Tenderloin” and Vita. 
(Warners). Third week only slight- 
ly off. One more to go and man- 
agement not worried. Near $12,000. 

California—“Hell Ship Bronson” 
(Sax) (2,200; 35-65-90). Meller 
would have hit nicely if played at 
Warfield or Granada. Here just 
wasted. Dismal week at $5,700. 

St. Francis—‘The Circus” (U. A.) 
(1,375; 35-65-90). Kept Chaplin’s 
latest week too long. Fourth week, 
meagre $5,300. Pretty bad. 


BOSTON’S MET’S DROP 


Only $30,500 Last Week for “Fools” 
and Burnside’s Unit 
Boston, May 29. 

Metropolitan’s flop last week was 
one of the worst of the season. To 
the picture students it seems that 
the Met is running too many come- 
dies, and the public is apparently 
tiring of them. “Fools for Luck” 
(Par) grossed only $30,500 at the 
Publix house last week. Burnside’s 
Publix unit, “Seeing Things,’ and 
Gene Rodemich’s band show com- 
pleted the entertainment. 


At the State “Drums of Love” 
(UA), with a dancing act, Fowler 
and Tamara, grossed $20,100, con- 
sidered good and above the normai 
of the house. “The Big City,” at the 
Orpheum, showed that Lon Chaney’s 
mug is still attractive, and a gross 
of $18,000 was recorded. “Why Sail- 
ors Go Wrong” (Fox), at the New 
Boston, had a very good week, while 
Charlie Murray’s personal appear- 
ances with “Vamping Venus” (I. N.) 
gave a good play to the Olympia and 
Scollay Square. 

“Chicago,” held off Boston until 
after the play showed, went over 
bigger than the legit piece. Modern 
and Beacon held it over with good 
business. The Fenway’s spit week 
and double bill, “Sharp Shooters” 
and “Silver Slave,” first half; 
“Something Always Happens” and 
“The Pioneer Scout,” second half, 
had a fair week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Metropolitan (Publix) (4,000; 50- 
60)—“Fools for Luck” (Par) found 
no reception. Rated as just one of 
those comedies of which Met patrons 
have had too many; $30,500. 

State (3,500; 35-50) —“Drums of 


Love’ (UA). Better than normal 
sross. House has held up all sea- 
son. Still strong; $20,100. 


Orpheum (3,500; 35-50) —"The Big 
City.” Chaney did well despite solid 
week of rain and few shoppers in 
downtown district; $18,000. 


MILWAUKEE HARD | 
HIT IN B. 0. WAY 


Managers Think People Have 
No Amusement Money 
To Spend 


Milwaukee, May 29. 
(Drawing Pop., 650,000) 
Weather: Clear and cool. 

It isn’t the weather, ideal for the 
show business, and pictures good, 
too, so Milwaukee is just suffering 
from the same plaint that other mid- 
west cities are kicking about—no 
cash. 

While the picture people claim 
that this town is in better shape 
than the twin cities, and even Chi- 
cago for employment, the picture 
house owners are moaning over the 
drop in trade. Specials and even 
big names can't seem to make them 
come in. 

Alhambra (downtown) is far from 
being a money-maker these days, 
and Midwesco is slipping a little 
with its one sure bet, Wisconsin. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Alhambra (U) — “13 Washington 
Square” (U) (1,800; 30-50). Mys- 
tery usually goes well in this town, 
and the house picked up bit over 
the bad weeks of the past. Esti- 
mates here unreliable. House 
dropped under $2,500 one recent 
week. 

Garden (Brin)—“Sadie Thompson” 
(U. A.) (1,200; 25-50-75). Second 
week of Swanson film and failed to 
hold up. Evidently prediction Mil- 
waukee will never be a two-week 
town starting to be proven. Under 
$7,000. 

Merrill (Midwesco) — “Diamond 
Handcuffs” (M-G) (1,200; 25-50). 
Thud. Poor picture and poorer bus- 
iness. Hardly $5,000. 

Miller (Midwesco) — “Wickedness 
Preferred” (M-G) (1,600; 20-35-50) 
—Vaude at cut rates helping, al- 
though plenty of paper. $7,000. 
Palace (Orph) —‘“Love Hungry” 
(Fox) (2,400; 25-50-75). Vaude also. 
Big at $19,000. 

Riverside (Orph) — “Why Sailors 
Go Wrong” (Fox) (3,000; 25-40-50). 
New house still good. Hans Steinke, 
who has wrestled in local burlesque 
houses on stage. yermans flocked 
to see pet. Over $11,000. 

Strand (Midwesco) — “Burning 
Daylight” (F. N.) (1,200; 25-50). 
Sills usually draws better than this, 
but close to $6,000. 

Wisconsin (Midweco) — ‘Feel My 
Pulse” (Par) (2,800; 25-35-50-65-75). 
Van and Schenck draw, but could 
not jam them. Plenty of seats, but 
bargain mats found favor. Strug- 
gled to reach $17,000. 


Aimee McPherson and 


Circus as Opposition 


Portland, Ore., May 29. 
(Drawing Pop., 325,000) 
Short-lived run of “The Gaucho” 
and reopening of the old Hippo- 
drome theatre were outstanding 
events of the week. Columbia ran 
“The Gaucho” for only two weeks 
with raised prices. Business held 
up well the first week on good ex- 

ploitation but dropped off later. 

Hippodrome, one time Ackerman 
and Harris house, has adopted a 
new policy with the  Burton- 
Caulkins dramatic stock. The com- 
pany plays in two units on a split 
week basis with three up-state 
towns booked for the unit not show- 
ing. Unlikely to offer much opposi- 
tion to the Duffy Players and oper- 
ate on the low price scale of 25-40. 

Barnes’ circus, here May 21-23, 
affected box offices noticeably. Ad- 
ditional opposition in the nine-day 
lecture engagement of Aimee Sem- 
ple McPherson at the Auditorium. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Portland (Publix-W.C.) (3,500; 
35-60). “Easy Come, Easy Go” 
(Par) strong feature film. Alex 
Hyde and Portland stage band. 
Publix stage unit “Snap Shots” 
rather weak. Great deal of “same- 
ness” runs through the Publix stage 
shows. Draw regulated almost en- 
tirely by the strength of the film 
feature. $9,700. 

Broadway (W.C.) (2,000; 35-60). 
Eddie Peabody, feature, topped 
stage bill. “Ladies Night in Turk- 
ish Bath” weak comedy film feature 
punctuated with hokum gags. Fan- 
chon and Marco’s “Moscow” idea, 
stage, had originality. Big week, 
$14,500. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,000: 35-59). 
John Bowers and Marguerite De La 
Motte, screen stars, top vaud bill in 
“Dear Doctor” sketch. Four other 
acts. On screen, “Thief in Dark,” 
fair feature. $8,500. 

Criental (Tebbetts) (2,700; 25-35). 
“Harvester” good on screen, though 
not particularly = strong. Josef 
Srdoka and Oriental symphony or- 
chestra with Oriental dance ballet 
on stage. $8,000. 

Columbia (U.) (1,200; 50-75). Sec- 
ond week of “The Gaucho.” Busi- 
ness held up fairly. Last week. 
Admission raised from regular 35- 
50. Sampietro and orchestra. $7,500. 

Rivoli (Parker-W.C.) (1,200; 35- 
50). “Love Mart” (Par). Well re- 
ceived. Salvatore Santaella and or- 
chestra in concert. $6.500. 

Hellig (Henry Duffy Players) 
(2,000; 25-$1.25). Berton Churchill 
as guest star in “The Man From 
Home.” Extremely weak play. 
Worst of four bills done so far on 


five-week engagement. 
4,500, 


EIGHTH CONSECUTIVE YEAR 


One of the reasons for the 
NORTH SHORE’S popularity as a 
Social] Rendezvous is the delightful 
NEW OCEAN HOUSE at Swamp- 
scott, Massachusetts, 


Mr Clement E. Kennedy, its 
President, employs a MEYER 


DAVIS ORCHESTRA (now play- 
ing its eighth consecutive season) 
because the patrons of his Hotel de- 
mand not only the finest concerts, 
but dance music of the liltingest 
sort. 


“RAT” AND “GORILLA” 
LAST WEEK IN BALTO. 
“singapore” Big at $22,500 in 


Century—Stanley Drew 
$16,500 


Baltimore, May 29. 
(Drawing Pop., 750,000) 
Weather: Rainy and Cool 


Last week’s returns showed that 
the Century was still way in the 
vanguard of the local procession and 
maintaining the b. 0. pace it struck 
week before with “The Patsy.” The 
screen bill last week was “Across 
to Singapore.” 
“The Gorilla” at the Stanley failed 
to come up to expectations and that 
goes for “Legion of the Condemned” 
at the Valencia. 
Parkway was off with “Easy 
Come, Easy Go,” but the New was 
up with “The Rat” as the attrac- 
tion. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Stanley (Stanley, Crandall)—“The 


Gorilla” (3,400; 25-60). Somewhat 
of disappointment. Stage play un- 
usually successful in this town. 


Drop off largely in night trade. Ap- 
proximately $16,500. 
Century (Loew)—“Across to 
Singapore” (3,200; 25-60). Big suc- 
cess here. Combination of Craw- 


ford and Navaro big factor. Stage 
unit, “Kat Kabaret,” fairly enter- 
taining. Picture drew great notices. 
Conservatively, $22,500. 

Valencia (Loew-U. A.)—‘Legion 
of Condemned” (1,500; 25-60). 
Started slowly. Picked up but did 
not reach expectations. Play to 


more of the younger set than usual 
attraction here. Fine comment. 
Close to $10,000. Not exceptional. 

New (Whitehursts)—‘The Rat” 
(1,800; 25-50). Got better b. o. 
break than recent films in this 
house, in spite of stiff opposition. 
Film and subject take credit for 
better business. House still well be- 
low average. Rumored closing for 
installation of talkies imminent. 
About $6,000. 

New Garden (Schanbergers)— 
“Beyond London's Lights” and Keith 
vaude (3,200; 35-60). Maintaining 
fair average. Some thousands be- 
low mid-winter pace; $14,000 to 
$15,000. 

Hippodrome (Pearce & Scheck)— 
“Woman Against the World” and 
Keith vaude (3,200; 25-50). Up 
somewhat last week for pretty good 
seasonal average. 

Parkway (Loew-U. A.)—‘“Easy 
Come, Easy Go” (1,000; 15-35). Dix 
failed to hit stride of recent attrac- 
tions in this uptown follow-up 
house. Eased off to about $3,600. 


9 . 
Cameramen’s Novelties 
Los Angeles, May 29. 
Angelo Giovanelli, cameraman for 
“Faust” and ‘Metropolis’ (foreign 
mades), has been signed.by Univer- 
sal to do a series «* freak novelties. 
Jacques Rollins will direct. 


BILL HART SELLS CONN. HOME 


Danbury, Conn., May 29. 
William S. Hart has _ sold his 
home in Westport. The house, 
owned by Hart for 20 years and 
considered one of the show places 
of the state, was purchased by a 
New York banker for $145,000. 


Hart has two sisters residing in 


Westport at present. 
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SHEPHERD,’ $22,500, BIG 
IN BAD MINN. WEEK 


Hennepin - Orpheum, $6,800; 
Terrible—Conditians Are 
Against Biz 


Minneapolis, May 29, 
(Drawing Pop., 450,000) 
Weather: Clear and Warm 
Ideal out-of-doors’ weather helpe@ 
to dent last week's grosses. Clear 
and warm days and nights caused 
an overflowing of the managerial 


cups of woe already filled to the © 


brim as a result of bad general con. 
ditions. The closing of so many 


houses during the past month hag . 


not seemed to help the ones remain. 
ing open. 
the new 4,100-seat Minnesota, the 
over-seating situation still is bad, 
while most other lines of trade, ag 
well as . e theatrical business, are 


complaining about the depression. 

The Minnesota had its strongest 
screen attraction since its advent 
two months ago. This was Barthel- 
mess’ “Little Shepherd of Kingdom 
Come.” With Emil Jannings com- 
ing in this week in “The Street of 
Sin,” it is .u.dicated that efforts are 
being made to strengthen this the- 
atre’s line-up of pictures which has 
been admittedly weak. 


The screen fare rather than the 
Publix unit stage show apparently 
constitutes the draw at this theatre, 
In behalf of those responsible for 
the theatre’s destinies it should be 
said that they have had to contend 
with a problem brought about by 
the presence here of a comparative- 
ly large number of their other the- 
atres and that the number of really 
good pictures to be apportioned 
among all these houses has been 
small. Under such circumstances it 
became necessary for them to rely 
to as great an extent as possible 
upon their stage entertainment to 
pull in the public. 


“Little Shepherd’s” gave the 
Minnesota a better week than Pola 
Negri’s “Three Sinners” the week 
before, even though it was forced to 
combat considerably less favorable 
weather conditions. RBarthelmess 
was a magnet for the women. 

At the State the original Silver- 
town Chord orchestra and Silver 
Masked Tenor in person were 
played up over the screen offering, 
“Old San Francisco,” which had a 
Vitaphone musical accompaniment. 
The orchestra apparently justified 
this by showing more box-office 
power than the picture which did 
not land so heavily with the femi- 
nine fans. At that, business was 
only fair. 

Wallace Beery and Raymond 
Hatton, whose recent pictures 
played the 60c State, were shoved 
this time into the 35c Lyric with 
their “Partners in Crime” and busi- 
ness not rushing by any means. The 
Hennepin-Orpheum, Pantages, Sev- 
enth Street and Grand all encoun- 
tered tough sledding. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Minnesota (F. & R. Publix) (4- 
100; 65)—“Little Shepherd of King- 


dom Come” (F, N.), Barthelmess 
and Publix stage show unit, 
“Gems.” All-around show. 
Around $23,450. Better than pree 
ceding week anil splendid under 
circumstances, 

State (F. & R.-Publix) (2,500; 
69)—“Old San Francisco” (War- 


ner-Vita) and Goodrich Silvertown 
orchestra on stage. Good picture 
but held scant appeal for women 
and failed to prove much of a mag- 


net. Orchestra well liked and at- 
tracted some trade. About $10,000. 
Fair. 


Hennepin - Orpheum (Orpheum) 
(2,890; 50)—“Beware of Married 
Men” (Warner) and vaude. Good 
enough show at price, but public 
continues blind to the “city’s great- 
est amusement value,” as the the- 
atre’s own screen every week pro- 
claims its shows to be. About 
$6,800. Terrible. 

Pantages (Pantages) 
50)—“Why Sailors Go Wrong” 
(Fox) and vaude, Sammy Cohen, 
one of film’s stars, played up in ad- 
vertising and exploitation as well as 
on theatre’s marquise, Failed to 
show himself much of card. Screen 
comedy well-liked, but not great 
business getter. Around $4,000. Bad. 

Lyric (F. & R.-Publix) (1,350; 
35)—“Partners in Crime” (Par). 
Beery and Hatton don’t mean much 
to local box-offices. Picture good 


(1,600; 25- 


enough, but failed to draw. About 
$1,300. 

Grand (F. & R.) (1,200; 25)— 
“The Big City” (M-G-M). Second 
loop showing. Around $500, Bad. 


MELFORD UNDER CONTRACT 


Los Angeles, May 29. 
George Melford is again a contract 
direcior on the Fox lot to make four 
pictures for the company. 
He recently returned to make re 
takes on a picture directed by Lame 
bart Hillyar. 


Due to the invasion of © 
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Wednesday, May 30, 1928 


PICTURES 


VARIETY il 


Genevieve Harris, Chicago “Post,” 
takes first place in Variety's first 
pox score on the film critics in New 
York, Chicago and Los Angeles, al- 
though for actual percentage Miss 
Harris is behind. four Los Angeles 
reviewers. This ‘s due to an opin- 
jon, after reading the film reviews 
in these three cities for a full sea- 
son, which shows that the coast 
critics are invariably anxious to 
okay every program feature. 

Inasmuch as the first year’s tabu- 
lation on pictures also uncovers that 
nearly four of every five program 
films break even or make money, 
it's obvious that “yes” reviews have 
a reason. In the legitimate sector 
the reverse is true, but one of every 
three shows on Broadway making 

with a consistent “no” critic 
having an edge. 

The screen ratio is reached 
through the 282 program leaders 
which have been projected in the 
New York houses during the '27-'28 
season. Of this number 77 are 
classed as failures, giving this 282 


Chicago. Miss Cannon also heads 
the wrong list at 59. She is closely 
followed in this by Irene Thirer, 
“News,” vho fumbled 55 times, and 
John §S. Cohen, “Sun,” and Mor- 
daunt Hall, “Times,” who missed in 
52 instances. Miss Thirer has no 
competitor in writing reviews in 
which she neither says yes or no, 
her no opinion total being 42 in 192 
chances. 


A peculiar situation hovers 
around Richard Watts, Jr., “Herald- 


Tribune,” who seems to have be- 
come self-conscious during the lat- 
ter part of the season. Starting 
out high, twice leading the film box 
score, Watts slipped to finish tenth 
in the New York detachment at .560. 


Alison Smith, “Morning World,” 
whose .618 gives her. sixth place in 
New York, is an infrequent re- 
viewer with a disposition to avoid 
opinions but remarkably sound 
when expressing herself one way or 
the other. Quinn Martin, also of 
“The World,” began the year with 


TRADE PAPERS 
PC. R. Ww. «Pct. 
P. TO-DAY”...... 79 23 3 752 
“HARRISON’S REPORTS”........ 148 110 37 1 743 
VARIETY’S OWN SCORE 
OF 25 2 -926 
MORI (Krushen)..... 34 13 
OTHER REVIEWERS............. 84 76 8 “s 880 


contingent a group percentage of 
866 on its flops. 

Miss Harris’ leadership is on a 
basis of 125 reviews for a _ per- 
centage of .744. The “Post” scribe 
beats out Carol Frink, “Examiner,” 
and Rob Reel, “American,” also Chi- 
cago, although the latter two have 
led their town during the year and 
are still good enough to take second 
and third places at respective per- 
centages which are but two points 
apart, .733 and .731. Rob Reel has 
only two “no opinions,” the lowest 
in the Chicago section. 

Mae Tinee, one of the best known 
and the veteran daily film critic in 
the country, has written on the most 
number cf pictures in the Loop, 
with a total of 134. Her percentage 
of .658 is due to 35 wrongs and the 
top number of no opinions in her 
sector 11. The high figure in the 
right column goes to Carol YWrink 
at 96. 


New York 
Bland Johaneson, “Mirror,” 
though leading the Manhattan 
group at .714, rates behind the 


aforementioned Chicago reviewers. 


low percentages, climbed and fin- 
ishes fifth with .624, 

In climbing, the ascent of Miss 
Cannon is notable in that it has 
been slow but steady. Katherine 
Zimmerman, “Telegram,” divides 
her time between picture and legit 
reviewing (as does Miss Smith), 
and is down for but 32 pictures and 
trails the local field at .874. Betty 
Colfax, “Graphic,” has done some 
heavy reviewing with 171 to her 
credit, but 44 wrongs and 14 no 
opinions reduced her final per- 
centage to .602. 

Los Angeles 

This western group has been dis- 
tinguished throughout the year for 
its high individual ratings. Three 
of the city’s dailies are given com- 
bined percentages because of the 
multiplicity of by-line reviewers. 

All continue to seldom say a word 
against any picture, so that while 
Harrison Carroll, “Herald,” has an 
actual figure of .883, it really doesn’t 
class with the precentage of critics 
in the east who have doubled and 
tripled his total of reviews. 

Louella Parsons, “Examiner,” is 


Analysis of Trade Paper Opinions 


(Key: PC, Pictures caught; G, Good; B, Bad; O, No opinion). 


5 


PC. G. B. oO. 

uM. 129 23 6 

FILM 150 32 10 

uM. 105 89 13 3 

Seeeneie REPORTS”.... 148 124 23 1 


George Gerhard, “Evening World,” 
might be said to be the actual 
holder of first place in New York 
With 677 because of the 161 films he 
Wrote upon, as compared to Miss 
Johaneson’s late season start 
Which permitted her only to catch 
91 pictures. 5 

Gerhard, over the full season, 
makes the best showing of any of 
the critics in. that he has consist- 
ently held second place throughout 
& year and has but once failed to 
express an opinion. Gerhard is 
Character‘zed by a simplicity of 
statement and his judgment has 
Probably been helped by actual 
association With the industry in 
having been press agent for Warner 
Brothers at one time. He has none 
of the writing mannerisms peculiar 
many of the reviewers. Miss 
+ gece is noted for her short, to 

€ point reviews. Her notices sel- 
dom extend beyond one double- 
column paragraph, 

Regina Cannon, “American,” is 
Credited with having covered 229 
prolific reviewing which 
- nts that perhaps others have been 
ne pictures but with her 
ree on all reviews. She has 
ma rights at 149 than the total 
= or of pictures caught by any 

© critic in either Los Angeles or 


third in L. A. at .778, finishing 
back of the “Record,” which has 
.780. The “Times” has the largest 
number of reviews there, 124, while 
the “Record” leads the rights with 
96, “Times” and Eleanor Barnes 
the wrongs with 27 each, and the 
“Express,” the most no opinions, at 
seven. 

Los Angeles is also notable for its 
few no opinions, the leader, Carroll, 
having expressed an opinion on each 
of his chances, although these total 
but 43. If discounting the low num- 
ber of Carroll's reviews, it gives the 
Los Angeles leadership to the ‘‘Rec- 
ord.” All papers have “caught” 
over 100 pictures, but the majority 
of New York and Chicago critics 
try to make a selection of the meri- 
torious films. The disinclination to 
do this lowers the value of the L. A. 
opinions. 

Trade Papers 

Ameng the trade papers Variety 
is the leader at .§61 on a basis of 
282 pictures caught and without a 
no opinion against it. It’s not a bad 
showing over a season. Variety 
went wrong on 37 pictures, and of 
the 282 films panned 73. 

“Motion Pictures Today” finishes 
second with .752, having written on 
105 pictures. ‘‘Harrisen’s Reports” 


MARTHA VAUGHN 


A Prima Donna of unusual merit. 


utiful 
more 


A remarkable voice, a b 
girl, a finished actress, wha 
would you want in a show? 

Returning to New York June 15. 

Address 305 West 45th St. 


16 mm. Film Exchanges 


Chicago, May 29. 


Q-R-S has moved its factory back 
to Chicago from New York. While 
the production of player rolls is 
relatively small, they are doing a 
tremendous business in the radio 
vacuuin tube field, and are also said 
to hold the patent rights on a new 
tube, 


Q-R-S has secured rights for the 
manufacture of a German motion 
picture camera for home use, The 
camera, when placed on the market, 
will retail for $99. 

This firm is also reported estab- 
lishing rental exchanges over the 
country for 16 mm. films. 


is third, Harrison having turned in 
148 reviews to his own sheet and 
but once failing to designate 
whether good or bad. “Film Daily” 
rates second in total of pictures re- 
viewed, 192, for which 48 wrongs 
and 10 no opinions brings its per- 
centage just short of .700 at .698. 
“Motion Picture News” has an even 
percentage of .690 on 158 reviews. 

A glance over the “analysis” 
box shows that Variety more than 
doubled the number of panning re- 
views turned in by any trade paper. 
‘Film Daily” turned its thumbs 
down on 32 and praised 150. “Mo- 
tion Picture News” and “Harrison's 
Reports” each rejected 23 and 
okayed 129 and 124 respectively. 
“Motion Pictures Today” approved 
89 and spurned 13. 

Basis of Computation 

Variety has checked every pic- 
ture, when new, that has come into 
the following New York houses 
since June 1, 1927: Capitol, Para- 
mount, Roxy, Strand, Rivoli, Rialto, 
Colony, Cameo, Hippodrome and 
the twice daily showing pictures, 
after they have been generally re- 
leased. 

Classifying the pictures has been 
done by combining reports of sales 
departments of producers-distribu- 
tors with Variety's figures on these 
pictures as they played various key 
centers across the country. The 
films are rated the same as the 
Broadway plays: Successes, mod- 
erate successes and failures. 

In the instance of a strong stage 
“name” building business for a pic- 
ture in a house, the figure for that 
week has been disregarded. An ex- 
ample of this would be “Night of 
Mystery” (Par) which played the 
Paramount with Paul Whiteman. 
Gross for the house that week was 
ignored in rating the picture, re- 
ceipts from other cities without a 
strong stage show being the basis of 
compilation, or where that picture 
had no outside aid other than a 
normal stage show or unit. 

Variety will continue to tabulate 
the pictures as they coy in dur- 
ing the summer with the next film 
critics’ score to be published in 
September. 

On the present season the follow- 
ing pictures have been omitted from 
rating because they have not yet 
circulated for general release: “Sun- 
rise,” “TIncle Tom’s Cabin,” “Mother 
Machree,” “Trail of '98” and “Abie’s 
Irish Rose.” 

Among the other $2 pictures, 
those which have shown sufficient 
strength at the twice daily sched- 
ule to assure their success at popu- 
lar prices have been rated as suc- 
cesses. “Callahans and Murphys” 
({M-G-M) has been omiited because 


in various localities, 


of the slicing the picture underwent | 


Fox Importing All-Eastern 
Stage Talent for Movietone 
Coast-Made Productions 


Hoyt’s 643 Films 


Harry Hoyt, recently afili- 
ated with Excellent Pictures 
as production supervisor for 
Sam Zierler, has worked on 
643 movies, either as scenarist, 
director, supervisor or pro- 
ducer, 


Hoffman-Kyne Deal 


Los Angeles, May 28. , 

M. H. Hoffman, vice-president of 
Tiffany-Stahl, has returned from 
San Francisco where he held a two- 
day conference with Peter B. 
Kyne, the author. 

A deal was closed between Hoff- 
man and the writer for the screen 
rights to four stories, leaving Hoff- 
man to select them fromm the 
author’s list of unscreened pub- 
lished works or unpublished manu- 
scripts. 

If Hoffman finds nothing suitable, 
Kyne agrees to write the stories to 
order. 


Fay Webb Retained 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

Fay Webb, daughter of the chief 
of police at Santa Monica, where 
Louis B. Mayer lives, is to remain 
as an actress on the M-G-M lot for 
another six months. She _ served 
her first six months ending this 
week, but the company decided to 
retain her. 

Another player whose option has 
been taken up by the company is 
Raquel Torres, Mexican, who played 
the feminine lead in “White 
Shadows of the South Seas,” re- 
cently made in Tahaiti. 


“Salvage” U Special 
Los Angeles, May 29. 

Paul Schofield is writing the con- 
tinuity for Universal's “Salvage,” 
written by John B. Clymer. Wesley 
Ruggles is to direct. 

Present indications are that the 
production will be a special, with 
Mary Philbin starred. 

“Come Across,” an underworld 
story for Universal, is being adapted 
my J. Grubb Alexander. William 
Wyler will direct. 


No Mae Murray Film 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

Mae Murray, it is reported, has 
called off plans to start picture 
production and is ready to return to 
play the picture houses with the act 
she used on the Publix circuit, 

Miss Murray was scheduled to 
make an independent picture under 
the direction of Arthur Gregor. 
Difficulties followed the agreement, 
with the result that she wiil defer 
going into production until the fall. 


R. Talmadge With T-S? 


Oscar Price is reported about to 
place Richard Talmadge with Tif- 
fany-Stahl as a picture star. 

Price has had Talmadge under 
contract for some time. Price has 
been in New York for some weeks, 
dickering with two or three of the 
indie producers for Taimadge on 
the screen. 


MASCOT SERIALS 

Los Angeles, May 29. 
Mascot Pictures Corporation has 
selected stories for two serials. 
The first, going into production Au- 
gust 15, is entitled “The Vanishing 
West,” a straight western. The sec- 
ond is “The Fatal Warning,’ mys- 

tery story, scheduled for Nov. 1. 


GRACE CUNARD’S STORY 
Los Angeles, May 29. 
Grace Cunard, who was a serial 
star in the early days of films, has 
sold Universal an original western 
story, “A Fighting Fool.” 
She will write the continuity. 


Todd Opposite Sills 
Los Angeles, May 29. 
Thelma Todd, recently put under 
contract by First National, is to 


play opposite Milton Sills in ‘The 
Wrecking Boss,” 


Los Angeles, May 29, 

Harry Delf will be the first super- 
Vising director for Movietone on 
the Fox lot. He is to direct the 

est of the 20 sound and effect pice 
tures to be completed by Sept. 1. 
Delf will start on the first one about 
July 5, after Ben Jacksen, head of 
the Movietone department, returns 
from New York. 

Jacksen while east will line up a 
group of stage directers, actors, 
writers and stories for his program, 
He will especially look for players 
who have voice, dramatic ability 
and can dance. These people will 
be used for the sound and effect 
Movietone musical comedies, to be 
made later in the season, 


None of the Fox productions for 
Movietone are to be done in the 
east, according to Jacksen. Where 
people are required from there they 
will be brought to the coast on con- 
tracts that will guarantee them a 
specified starting and finishing day, 
In that way their production plans 
in the east, if they have any, will 
not be upset. 

Most of the Movietone product 
will be made on the plan of sound 
with effect, and as it progresses, 
sound will be gradually utilized 
more. 


The staff that Jacksen has gath- 
ered around him for the Movietone 
division will include Harry Bailey, 
scout for talent on the coast; George 
Schneiderman, supervising camera 
man, whose Cuties will be to teach 
all cameramen the method of pho- 
tographing with sound and who will 
probably photograph the first two 
pictures himself; Andy Rice in 
charge of the story and scenario 
department. 

Jacksen leaves here for New York 
May 31. 


M-G Serves Complaint on 


Firm Using Keaton Name 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

Devernolynch Motion Picture Pro- 
duction started out to give the cast- 
ing offices some competition, but got 
started on the wrong foot. An ad 
in the want section of a local metro- 
politan daily asked for 50 people to 
act in a Buster Keaton picture with 
a request to call at the improvised 
office, located in a rooming house on 
Grand avenue. 

Hundreds of the local unemployed 
answered but were asked to pay $3 
before they could be registered for 
picture work. When Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer discovered that the 
name of one of its stars was being 
used, it immediately swore out @ 
complaint. 

Devernolynch office was tempo- 
rarily closed by the police until 
further explanation, 


Imogene Wilson Set 


Universalites in the New York of- 
fice feel they have a great bet for 
screen sex appeal in Imogene Wil- 
son. 

Not only have they engaged her 
as “Mary Nolan” for five years as & 
featured player, but they have 
junked “Olympic Hero” on the new 
schedule to give her a film which 
they figure will more advantageous- 
ly show off her charms. This is 
titled “Come Across”. and is de- 
scribed as an underworld yarn. 


Constance as Mrs. Cheney 
Los Angeles, May 29. 

Constance Talmadge will play the 
title role in “The Last of Mrs. 
Cheney,” John Barrymore's next 
starring picture for United Artists. 

Hans Kraly and Ernst Lubitsch 
are making final story preparation 
and will begin production about 
June 2. 

Lubitsch will direct. 
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PICTURES 


Week’s Studio Survey 


Los Angeles, May 29. | 

A survey of studio activity this | 
week finds all of the 23 studios on 
the coast to be active for the first 
time this year. Mack Sennett and | 
Charles Chaplin studios step out 
of the dark class after several 
months of idleness. 

A total of 68 features and 24 
short subjects in work this week 
aiso brings production up to the 
highest point of the current year, 
which boosts percentage of produc- 
tion three points over that reported 
last week, or just 13 points below 
normal average for the year 1927. 

Universal continues to hold top 
Position for activity with 12 units 
in work. Ten of these are Universal 
productions, while the other two 
are contributed by outside pro- 
ducers, Universal pictures in work 
include “Red Hot Speed,’ being di- 
rected by Fred Newmeyer; “Leave 
It to Me,” by William J. Craft; 
“Girl on the Barge,” now on loca- | 
tion in the east, by Edward Slo- | 
man; “Collegian” Nat | 
toss, now on location in Arizona; | 
“Tarzan the Mighty,” a_ serial, by | 
Nelson; “Stool 


series, by 


Pigeon,” by j dine; “The Night Watch,” by Alex- 


“Backwash.” by Frank Borzage; 
“Me Gangster,” by R. A. Walsh; 
“Prep and Pep,” by David Butler; 
“Mother Knows Best,” by J. G. 
Biystone; “Air Circus,” by Howard 
Hawks; “La Gringa,” by Irving 
Cummings; “The Cowboy Kid,” by 
Clyde Carruth; “The Farmer's 
Daughter,” by Arthur Rosson; “The 
River Pirate,” by William K. How- 
ard,” and “None but the Brave,” by 
Al Ray. 

M-G-M has eight features in 
work including “War in the Dark,” 
by Fred Niblo; “Four Walls,” by 
William Nigh; “While the City 
Sleeps,” by Jack Conway; “Tide of 
Empire,” by Alan Dwan; “Snap- 
shots,” by Ed Sedgwick; “Her Card- 
board Lover,” by Robert Z. Leon- 
ard; “Brotherly Love,” by Frank 
Capra, and “Morgan’s Last Raid,” 
by Nick Grinde. 

First National also has eight fea- 
tures in work, including “The Vol- 
unteer,”’ by Arthur Ripley; “The 
Divine Lady,” by Frank Lloyd; 
“The Barker,” by George Fitzmaur- 
ice; “Phantom City,” by Al Rogell; 
“Heart to Heart,” by William Beau- 


This table shows a summary of 
past 15 weeks. 


Features 


Week ending— in work. 


§3 
BO 


MOY SF 
May 
May 30... 


Percentage of production is based on 106 
units working at 23 studios on the coast, which is 

determined by the average normal working con- 
ditions during the year 1927 


Shorts. working. 


weekly studio activity for the 


Percent. 
Studios of pro- 
dark. duction. 


Total 
units 


8 55 6 02 
9 48 12 45 
14 54 9 51 
16 65 7 61 
15 64 8 .60 
17 64 6 .60 
17 7 5 66 
19 69 8 65 
17 69 9 65 
17 67 6 62 
15 67 7 62 
17 4 67 
20 &3 3 77 
2 89 2 84 
24 92 0 87 


Leigh Jason; “Crimson Canyon,” by 
Ray Taulor; “Jackson Comes 
Home,” by Walter Fabian; “Riders 
of the Wood,” by Joe Levigard, and 
“Hollywood or Bust,” by Doran 
Cox. Joe Rock is producing “Un- 
dressed,” for Sterling, with Phil 
Roach directing, and Gotham is 
making “Companionate Marriage,” 
with Erle Kenton directing, 

Paramount has 10 features in 
work, including “Varsity,” now on 
location at Princeton, N. J., with 
Frank Tuttle directing; ‘“‘The Per- 
fumed Trap,” by Victor Schert- 
zinger; “Just Married,” by Frank 
Strayerm; “Beggars of Life,” by 
William Wellman; “The Water 
Hole,” by F. Richard Jones; “The 
First Kiss,” by Rowland V. Lee; 
“Docks of New York,” by Josef von 
Sternberg; “The Fleet’s In,” by 
Maleolm St. Clair; “Interference,” 
by Lothar Mendez, and an untitled 
Bebe Daniels picture by Clarence 
Badger. 


ander Korda; “Out of the Ruins,” 
by J. F. Dillon, and “Oh Kay,” by 
Mervyn Le Roy. 

Five Vitas ~~ 

Warner Brothers have two fea- 
tures and five Vitaphone units in 
work. The features are “Noah’s 
Ark,” by Michael Curtiz, and “The 
Terror,” by Archie Mayo. 

FBO has four features 
They are “Gang War,” by Bert 
Glennon; “Dog Law,” by Jerome 
Storm; “Orphan of the Sage,” by 
Louis King, and “Taxi 13,” by 
Marshall Nielan, 

Tec-Art, a leasing studio, has 
three features in work: “Revenge,” 
by Edwin Carewe; “The Wright 
Idea,” a Johnny Hines picture for 
First National, and ‘Mark Anthony 
and Cleopatra,” a technicolor pic- 
ture for Doctor Kalmus, M-G-M re- 


in work. 


lease, 
Pathe studios have but two fea- 
tures in work including “Craig's 


William Fox has 10 features with | Wife,” by William DeMille, and 
The following table shows individual averages of units work- 
ing at the various studios on the Coast for the past 15 
weeks. Also normal average for 1927, which shows in 
the total that the average number of production 
units working during this period to be 68, or 
38 less than a reported normal average 
of 106 for the year 1927 

Average Average 
units units Points 
. working working past below 
Studio, year 1927. 15 weeks. normal. 
Warner Bros...... 6.7 1.3 
Metropolitan ......... 3.5 1.5 
Tikany-Btanl 2.8 3.2 
40 2.3 1.7 
30 2.0 1.0 


Cast of 2 With Dog 


Ernest Emmett Fiynn will 
direct a picture for Pathe with 
two humans and a dog 
(“Buster”) as the cast. 

The players are Stan Laurel 
and Oliver Hardy. 


“Celebrity,” by Tay Garnett. 

Columbia has two with “Say It 
With Sable,” no director assigned, 
and “Beware of Blondes,” by 
George B. Seitz. 

Tiffany-Stahl has Albany 
Night Boat,” by Al Raboch, and “A 
Grain of Dust,” by George Archin- 
baud. 

Metropolitan, another leasing 
plant, is renting space to Howard 
Hughes for “Hell’s Angels,” a U. A. 


release, and a Trem Carr feature 
for Rayart. 
One Film Each 


Studios working with one feature 
each are United Artists with “The 
Awakening” for Sam Goldwyn, with 
Victor Fleming directing. Charles 
Chaplin started on his next feature 
comedy for U. A. release, and the 
Chadwick studios have a feature in 
work for First Division release. 

Among the studios making short 
comedies there are Christie with 
three units working, Stern Brothers 
with three, Hal Roach with three, 
Educational three, Jean Novelle 
renting space to three Larry Dar- 
mour short subjects for FBO re- 
lease. Mack Sennet opens at his 
new Studio City plant with two 
units going, while Cal-Art and 
U. M. Dailey both have but one unit 
working. 


Salvage Engineer on 
First National Lot 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

Raeburn Pettay Powell, retired 
U. S. Navy, has been commissioned 
by First National as salvage engi- 
neer for the plant. 

The duties of the salvage engineer 
are to step onto the stage when a 
company definitely has _ finished 
using a set and quickly decide as 
to what shall be destroyed, set 
aside for further use, transferred to 
active use on another stage, or sold. 

Other studios have been watch- 
ing the results of Powell's work 
with the object of instituting simi- 
lar reforms in the disposition of 
scenery and effects. 


Projectionists Elect 

Utica, N. Y., May 29. 
Paul H. Graf of Buffalo is new 
president of the Motion Picture 
Projectionists of New York State, 
elected at the annual meeting here. 
Other officers are: Vice-president, 
G. H. Robinson, Niagara Falls; 
secretary-treasurer, Glenn H. Hum- 
phrey, Utica; executive board— 
C. Edward Costello, Schenectady; 
Herbert Hecox, Ilion, and Messrs. 
Graf, Robinson and Humphrey. 
The legislative committee com- 
prises Albert Ryde of Buffalo and 

Messrs. Stewart and Humphrey. 


M-G’s Authors’ Council 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

M-G-M is receptive to an authors’ 
council similar to the one estab- 
lished by Paramount. 

However, as M-G-M’s production 
schedule for 1928-29 is set, except 
for a few pictures, the author pew- 
Wows may not actually become a 
part of studio procedure until next 
season. 


DE PUTTI’S FILM FIRST 
Los Angeles, May 29. 

Alan Crosland will direct Lya de 
Putti in Columbia’s “The Scarlet 
Woman,” by Bess Meredyth. 

This delays production on the Mae 
Murray picture, “Hungarian Rhap- 
sody,” which Cru:'ard is slated to 
direct for the open market. 


BURTON KING’S NEXT 

Los Angeles, May 29. 
Marguerite De LaMotte will be 
featured in Burton King’s next pic- 
ture for Excellent. King is sched- 
uled to start June 1, but has not re- 
ceived his story or O. K. on cast 
from New York. 


HENIGSON’S CONFERENCE 
Les Angeles, May 29. 
Henry Henigson, general man- 
ager of Universal, is en route to! 
New York, arrving May 30. He! 
was called there for conference with | 


Car) Laemmle. 


Speaking of “Variety” 


right. 


Will Hays: “Maybe.” 
Aaron Sapiro: “I'll teach ’em.” 


is it, anyhow?” 


Shuberts are in Europe.) 


tory over Pettijohn.” 


Columbia is rapidly forging ahead.” 


naments or else——” 


Albee circuit.” 


Charlie Pettijohn: “It’s okay, kid. 


A Variety reporter, having grown curious over squawks by people 
tioned in this paper weekly or less often, commenced to tebulate as he 
circulated. The reporter was in hopes he would meet someone s0me 
who would admit whatever story Variety may have had about him wag 


Giving it up as hopeless the reporter reports his tabulation: 
Pete Woodhull, pres., M. P. T. O. A.: “It’s a lie. 
Mike O'Toole, M. P. T. O. A.: “Don’t quote me, but in 1876——” 


I didn't.” 


Vic Shapiro, United Artists: “Yes and no, mostly no. Whose businegg 


E. F. Albee: “Who gave that out? Get the A. P. to deny it.” 

Joe Fleisler: “The Shuberts remind me of the little boy who, when 
nabbed by a cop for painting pictures of nude women on the garden 
fence, said: ‘Whattsamatter, Rembrandt did it’” (It’s okay, Joe, the 


Picture press agents (chorus): “We don’t know anything about & 
All our information about our own companies comes from Variety.” 
Pete Harrison: “I gotta protect my subscribers. I claim a mora] vice 


Sydney S. Cohen, exhibitor: “I haven't been able to get a break in youp 
lousy paper since I made that speech at t4&c Trade Conference.” 

Jack Cohn, Columbia Pictures: “I never heard of Jack Conway. Why 
should he title our pictures? Where you do get that Poverty Row stuff? 


Sol Raives, pres., T. O. C. C.: “So what? We must have pinochle tour. 


Arthur G. Whyte, film buyer for Sapiro organization: “Once I knew a 
reporter who did me dirt... Why should I tell you? What is Variety? 
Tom Mix: “There is no truth in the report that I am to donate $10,009 
to the N. V. A. because of my elation arising from playing the Keithe 


Paramount, Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, United Artists, Stanley, First Nas« 
tional, Fox, Warner Bros.: “We deny.” 


We'll show ’em a thing or two.” 


BISCHOFF’S HANAPHONE 


Ind. Coast Producer Takes Agency 
—Claim Installation Under $1.000 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

Sam Bischoff, independent pro- 
ducer has taken the agency of the 
Hanaphone, sound-reproducing 
mechanism, made by the Twentieth 
Century Film Co., Inc., of Philadel- 
phia. Bischoff has contracted for 
the territory of California, Nevada 
and Arizona. He says the con- 
trivance will cost less than $1,000 to 
install in a theatre. 

Bischoff states the first machine 
will be here in another week to be 
installed in a local theatre for 
demonstration. Manufacturing com- 
pany promises a single reel vaude 
film each week for rental to sub- 
scribing exhibitors. 


Pathe’s 21-Day Limit 
Shooting schedule for feature 
productions being made at Pathe 
studios has been cut from 30 and 35 
days to 21 working days. This is 
made possible through a more thor- 
ough preparation and a rigid rule 
prohibiting stories to be changed in 
the middle of the production. 

Beginning June 15, Pathe resumes 
normal production with five com- 
panies working. These will include 
“Show Folks,” directed by Paul 
Stein; “Celebrity,” Tay Garnett; 
“Singapore Sal,’ Howard Higgin; 
“Craig’s Wife,” William DeMille, 
and “Captain Swagger,” E. H. 
Griffith. 


PAR TAKES HAMILTON 
Los Angeles, May 29. 

Finding an exhibitor demand for 
Neil Hamilton Paramount has him 
signed up for three years with fea- 
tured billing specified. 

Hamilton's previous contract was 
allowed to expire, although he has 
since made qne picture for Para- 
mount as a free lance. He has been 
working in Fox productions. 

Hamilton broke into pictures orig- 
inally as a protege of D. W. Grif- 
fith. 


CARLOS AT CHADWICK’S 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

Carlos Productions is now quar- 
tered at the Chadwick Studios. Pro- 
duction starts June 4 on “Romance 
of a Rogue” for states right dis- 
tribution. James Horne will direct. 

Adrian Johnson will function as 
scenario editor on the series. 


Frisco Water Front Film 
San Francisco, May 29. 
Jack Mulhall’s next for First Na- 
tional, story of the San Francisco 
waterfront as yet untitled, will be 


produced along the local wharves. 
Shooting is to start in about ten 
days. 


Story is by Tom Gerraghty, Wil- 
liam Seiter directing. Dorothy Mack- 
aill co-featured. 


Film First for Miss Taylor . 
Los Angeles, May 29. 


Estelle Taylor is to make one pie- 
ture for Columbia before going te 
New York to appear in the 
play, “The Big Fight.” 


stage 


ALONE 


Los Angeles, May 29, 

Cecil DeMille may decide to proe 
duce super road show $2 pictures 
as an independent producer, road- 
showing them under his own ore 
ganization’s direction. 

This decision is said to have been 
made by the producer and director 
after having reached an understand- 
ing with Pathe whereby the latter 
purchased DeMille’s contract. Pathe 
is said to have paid him around 
$200,000 cash ‘in settlement, besides 
returning equipment to DeMille 
worth as much more. DeMille still 
holds his 25 percent stock interest in 
Pathe. 

It was understood that Jos. P. 
Kennedy, for Pathe, had arranged 
in New York for the financing of 
DeMille’s supers, two for next sea- 
son amounting to around three mile- 
lion dollars. Pathe, from account, 
will offer no objection to DeMille 
withdrawing to produce strictly of 
his own. 

DeMille’s “Godless Girl,” super, 
made by DeMille for Pathe, will be 
handled by Pathe for exhibition. 


Cecil 
Pathe, 
United 


A current report is that 
deMille, concededly leaving 
will probably affiliate with 
Artists. 

Neal McCarthy, deMille’s personal 
attorney, is in New York now and 
reported conferring with Jos. M 
Schenck, U. A. head. 


VILLAGERS EXCITED 


Shooting Exteriors for 
Girl” at Whitehall 
Whitehall, N. Y., May 29. 

Universal is filming scenes of 
“The Barge Girl’ along the pic 
turesque Champlain canal and this 
little village, located along its 
banks, is agog with 
over the appearance of a company 
of motion picture people. The 
young folks are movie struck and 
hoping for extra parts in the pic- 
ture. The company expects to shoot 
here for a week, stopping at Glen# 

Falls, a short distance from here. 

The actual scenes will be taken 
in the harbor of Lake Champlain 
and along the canal at the rear of 
the terminal building here. Two 
barges and a canal boat have been 

towed from Waterford to be used 3 

the principal props. 


“Barge 


Par. Adds Sound Clause 


Los Angeles. May 29. 
Other companies are profiting at 
Universal's expense in contestins 


the effort of Ziegfeld to stop U. 
from synchronizing suc’) part of 


“Show Boat” as it sees fit. 

In contracts coverin: the trans: 
fer of literary material for 
Purposes the stipulation is now 
clearly made that the rights include 
such use of sound devices as the 


past month. 


excitement ] 


purchaser may choose to ¢ mplo¥: 
Paramount has had an 
ir all contracts executed during the § 
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use 


yesterday and Monday. 


‘ Hull pools in the principal theatre 


‘ gide, except the fact that the bears 
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AMUSEMENT STOCKS HOLD 
FACE GENERAL DECLINE 


Paramount at 124 and Fox at 85 Represent Widest 
Retreats—Stanley Rebounds to 37 on New Deal 


With dealings enormously de- 
creased from boom days the amuse- 
ment stocks gave 4 good account 
of themselves yesterday, the second 


gession since the brakes of high- 
priced money were clapped on. Two 
stood out in the situatiqn 


What selling appeared seemed to 
pe from scattered outside long ac- 
count, liquidation that was easily 
_ absorbed on minor recessions and 
the amusements as a group seemed 
to be entirely immune from bear 
attacks. Also turnover” shrank 
when prices seemed disposed to re- 
cede. From these circumstances it 
seemed reasonable to assume that 


issues had the situation well in 
hand, so much so that the position 
of group gave little encouragement 


to the forces working for the 
decline. 
Pools Stand Aside 
Cliques give no evidence of a de- 


sire to force prices up under the 
circumstances, but stood aside and 
took offerings made by timid play- 
ers. In the case of Fox it is pos- 
‘gible the clique gave moderate en- 
‘couragement to nervous selling, for 
that particular issue was due for a 
reaction anyhow. Yesterday on 
very moderate offerings it went 
from 88 to a low of 85, then rallied 
slightly. 

The coming dividend for Loew 
holders, of course, was a bar to a 
bear drive, but there was no rea- 
son why Paramount shouldn't have 
been picked for a turn on the short 


Probably smelled a strong position 
there as elsewhere. 
_, Keith common, the future of 
which is highly speculative, chose 
yesterday to stage an advance, 
which is not without its humor. 
Such a mc -ement probably was in 
the nature of a gesture, or perhaps 
a feint to draw inaspeculative fol- 
lowing. Before Keith common gets 
on a promising basis it is likely to 
go throush many phases of manipu- 
lation. Lately it has been moving 
entirely out of liné with the Keith 
preferred. Shrewd players, by the 
way, are paying more attention to 
dealings in the senior issue thor 
they are to the common. The story 
is around that new company inter- 
ests would like to accumulate pre- 
ferred. Dealings have been in 
smallest possible lots. 

In any event, nothing has hap- 


knows what will eventuate. So far, 
the situation seems well in hand. 


Stanley Deal Helps 


At last week’s stockholders’ meet- 
ing of the Stanley company notice 
was given of the election to the 
hoard of Waddill Catchings, of Gold- 
man, Sachs & Co., showing the new 
alignment of that firm with the 
Philadelphia theatre company. The 
same bankers handle the banking 
end of Warner Bros., and the board 
pointed to a future arrangement be- 
tween the theatre and producer. At 
the same time the directors passed 
the quarterly dividend of 75 cents. 
Dividend action had long since been 
discounted in price drop to 30, and 
it was but natural for the stock to 
rebound sharply when bad dividend 
news was out. It got as high as 38 
before the high money sexre hit the 
market. Steady at 36 yesterday. 
Turnover was large. 

In like manner Warners, Waving 
advanced to a new top close to 39, 
perhaps partly on the streneth of 
the theatre outlet connection (for 
Warners are not strong in theatre 
properties), sold off on the coming 
out of the good news, whick had 
been discounted in advance. 

Nothing happened by way of news 
touching any of the other stocks. 
Loew gave out a new income state- 
ment, in connection with which esti- 
mates were made of a probable net 
for the full year amounting to be- 
tween $7.50 and $8 a share. Also 
the figures brought out a renewal 
of discussion of Loew's very favor- 
able position in respect to the enor- 
mous profits it has in real estaie— 
profits that do not show in the bal- 
ance sheet because properties are 
carried among the assets at old ap- 
praisals. 

Profit in State 

The _example of the State is typi- 
cal. It cost Loew $5,000,000, iand 
and building, and is now conserva- 
tively estimated to represent from 
$7,000,000 to $8,000,000 for the lard 
alone. Not only that, but this hold- 
ing will continue to appreciate in 
years to come. Other Loew proper- 
ties are similarly situated for in- 
creasing values, 

Orpheum Circuit also furnished a 
statement, showing net for the year 
ended Dec. 31 at $1,121,469 after all 
charges, equivalent to $1.13 a stare 
on the 549,170 shares outstanding. 
This compares with $2,086,179, er 
$2.89 a share, for the year ending 
Dec. 31, 1926. This explains why 
Orpheum “postponed” dividends r.ot 
long before the Keith merger. 


pened yet to really test the amuse- Among the bonds a further ad- 
ments in a big way. Nothing may|vance in Warner's” deben‘ures, 
happen in that line, although if|amounting to nearly $4, was cm- 
high money continues nobody | spicuous. 
Summary of business for week ending Friday, May 25: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 
High-——_, Net 
High law. Sales. Issue and rate High Low Last. Chge. 
45 3,400 American Seat 41 40 40% 
186 163 5,800 Eastman Kodak 178% 182%% +2 
89% 70%, 81,100 Fox Class A 
17 29,500 Loew, Inc. 73% 12% 
27 300 Metro-Gold pref. (1.89).. 27 27 
5 700 Mot. Pict. Capital..... 8 9% — 
111% 23,200 Par. Fam-L. (8).. 127 128% 
9% 2 31,900 Pathe Exchange... ole +1% 
23% 14,800 Pathe Class 21 15 
co 70 Universal 1st pref. 97 
38% 22 30,400 Warner Bros. (lass | 38% + 
CURB 
52% 17% 149,000 Fox- Theatres Class 27% 210% % 
23% 11% Loew Deb. 215, 20% 1% 
101 BONDS 
113% 109% 190% — % 
101 98% 39/000 asks 100% 100% 
24% 7,000 Shubert 6's..... 92 
18 83,000 Warner Bros. 6% 115 Wi 
ISSUES IN OTHER MARKETS 
Affi Quoted for Monday 
Over the Counter 
New York 
Quoted in Bid and Asked. 
Bid. Asked. 
31% 33% Roxy, Ciass A ‘ane 
6 De Forest Phono... bee 
35% Schine Ch. The, (3). hi oe ee 
Philadelp ia 
= 17,700 Stanley Co. of 37% Br 36% ++5% 
Chicago 
Los Angetes 
oe 340 Roach, Inc. 2 
‘St. Louis. 
‘Boston 
Cleveland 


| 


,;ager 
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Oriental Cameramen 


Chinese, Japanese, Filipino 
and other orientals, are re- 
ported among the students at- 
tending the New York Insti- 
tute of Photography, 10 West 
33rd street, which undertakes 
to turn out moving picture 
cameramen for $195 cash, or 
$220 on easy terms. 

The gag on the foreign boys. 
notably those of the Far Fast, 


is to learn motion picture 
photography and return to their 
native lands where trained 


cinematographers are rare. 
The Institute has been func- 
tioning for 18 years. It lists 
70 different kinds of photo- 
graphic work, principally con- 
nected with motion pictures, as 
among the subjects taught. 


Musicians Seek 


Strike War Chest: 


Ask 5-Yr. Contract 


| dicated column. The check was for 


It is reported musician labor 
leaders have launched a ‘campaign 
for the accumulation of a_ battle 


fund of 


dollars. 


to five million 


The drive for funds indi- 
cates another struggle for further 
salary and time concessions from 
theatres throughout the United 
States 

From the general consensus of 
opinion among labor men it ap- 
pears that while the musicians will 
Stage a battle for higher salaries 
and a six-day week their ultimate 
goal, in each locality where a dis- 
agreement is to be settled, will be 
to get five-year contracts to assure 
themselves of work for that length 
of time. 

Musicians are reported discussing 
a five-year contract, when the pres- 
ent agreements expire in the vari- 
ous territories, owing to the widely 
spreading use of talking and syn- 
chronized pictures. There is a gen- 
eral fear that hundreds of musicians 
will find themselves without work 
through the installation of talking 
equipment. 

With the installation of talkers it 
is understood that less than 50 per 
cent of the musicians now employed 
in large cities in theatres will be 


from two 


used. It is understood that almost 
all circuit executives are figuring 
on cutting down quantity of or- 


chestra men used. In smaller the- 
atres orchestras will be entirely dis- 
pensed with following the installa- 
tion of sound projectors. 


Reflect Change 


Los Angeles, May 29. 
“The Bridge of San Luis Rey,” 
Thornton Wilder's best seller and 
Pulitzer Prize winner, has been ac- 
quired for the screen by M-G-M. 


Story is episodic, fatalistic and of 
a type which, until recently, was 
considered taboo for picture pur- 


poses. It reflects 
changing attitude on stories. 


ROWLAND’S ENGINEER 


Los Angeles, May 29. 
tichard A. Rowland, 
of First National, arrives in 
Burbank next week, accompanied by 
an engineer from the Vita depart 
ment of Western Electric. 

The technician is to supervise im- 
mediate construction of sound-proof 


! stages for F. N.’s Firnatone. 


First 
en route 


Florence Strouse, 
storys ditor, is 


coast. 


now to the 


RAYMOND HATTON, LIBERTY 
Los Angeles, May 29. 

Raymond Hatton, whose contract 
expired recently with Paramount, is 
en route to New York where he will 
negotiate a contract to make pic- 
tures independently for one of the 
large releasing organizations. 


“FREE SOULS” FOR SHEARER 
Los Angeles, May 29. 

Norma Shéarer’s next will be 

“Free Souls,” by Adela Rogers St. 

John. This pushes “Ballyhoo,” 

slated for next, into second position. 


Sue Carrcll in “Swagger” 
Los Angeles, May 29. 
Sue Carrol, free lancing, will play 
opposite Rod Laroque in “Captain 
Swagger.” De Mille. 


VARIETY 


Chatter in 


New York 


Arthur Caesar is contributing a 
York letter to the 
He 


and 


hot New 
“Tattler.” 
Broadway 
them. 


London 
wWaylays people on 
reads it aloud = to 

Elliot Dexter is being seen around 
Times Square, 


Trudy Ederle, vaude star, swims 
through Broadway with her hat 
down to her nose so she won't be 


recognized, so Trudy thinks. 

Milton and Sammy, Bessie Mack's 
two office boys at the Capitol, play 
the curb market. 

Al Feinman, recently off Harry 
Reichenbach's staff, is hooking up 
with M-G-M. 

The Leo Marshes are officially re- 
opening the Rye, N. Y., season. 

The George Gerhards have begun 
commuting to the picture openings. 

Bert Lytell and Harry Cohn 
lunched together yesterday, suggest- 
ing that Bert is about to line up 
as a Columbia star. 

Greta Nissen’'s brother is a censor, 
the baby of the board. 


| bring 
Hollywood's | 


gencral man- | 


National | 


Monta Bell, then -editing the 
Washington “Herald,” sent: O. O. 
MelIntyre his first check for his syn- 


$5. Odd returned it with the mes- 


,sage that after working six months 


to put the New York letter over the 
first check went to his heart and 
that Monta could have it free as 
long as he was editor. The promise 
was made good. O. O. was featured 


all over Monta's first picture, 
“Broadway After Dark.” 
Bill Lipman, who mauls Broad- 


way for the World Syndicate, has 
broken out with an underworld 
story, 

Alma Talley, of “Pictureplay,” has 
returned from her material hunt in 
Hollywood. The local sobbies gave 
Alma a pumping luncheon. 

tichard Watts, Jr., is running a 
temperature these days, getting out 
all the picture stuff for the “Herald 
Tribune.” Mark Barron, second 
String, is packing in an early vaca- 
tion. 

The excavating-fans have been 
honored with a de luxe round, splin- 
terless railing to lean on at 38th 
and the Gulch. 

Harry Mandel, press agent at the 
Hip, functions as head usher Mon- 
day matinees. Reviewers are chip- 
ping in to buy him a flashlight. 

The original haute monde resi- 
dents of the Sutton Place colony 
have recorded a squawk to the real 
estate brokers over the number of 
Time Square keptees who have been 
given leases. The district has be- 
come class spot for the Women 
Who Understand. 

The sports writers and radio an- 
nouncers have cooked a grouch and 
teamed not to give Tom Mix a 
plug if he shews with Tony at the 
fights Wednesday night. If Tony 
doesn't buy in, master will be men- 
tioned. 

Dennis King is reported to have 
snubbed a prominent picture _di- 
rector. 

An affectatious non-professional 
who maneuvered a movie test re- 
cently staggered the town by send- 
ing out a statement to the press 
announcing that she was about to 
“refinement” to the pictures. 
The gai lives in Greenwich Village 
and is known. 

One of the local publicity staffs 
hgs gotten the Hollywood angle and 
is offering to send cars for the 
chatter-writers when they make in- 
terviews. 

Mebbe 

Curiosity is running riot 
the local cats and kittens 
Status of of the leading 
writers. The girl cannot be reached 
by phone or letter unless one calls 
a young and handsome press 
to make arrangements for the con- 
tact. The boy friend makes dates 
for the scribbling maiden and gives 
her phone number with reasonable 
discretion. The pussies can’t figure 
whether it’s a business or romantic 
arrangement, as the lad’s clients 
are under cover. 

Rivals 

A director reports a quaint spank- 
ing from one of the downtown 
“critics of the cinema.” The gal 
called on him, asked the conven- 
tional questions and got the con- 
ventional answers. Later a mascu- 
line reviewer called, going through 
the same routine. The rival. came 
out first with the interview, the 
early caller having held off until 
Friday when there were no pictures 
to cover. The damsel phoned the 
director and gave him a bawling out 
for violating an “exclusive.” 

“Now I won't use a line on you, 80 


among 


one 


agent 


there,” the maiden is quoted as have 
ing said. 

The director's answer was 
genteel, 


not 


Measuring Space 

The ad cudgel is being used on 
the local picture editors to insure 
space. Heretofore the withdrawal 
threats were used only to sweeten 
reviews. One of the big companies 
has an inch for inch meusuring tally 
on the newspapers and lets out 
squawks when other producers score 
longer clippings. 

The howls are emitted to the ad 
solicitors and echoed to the editors. 


“Deliverance” Dry 

Sianley Advertising Company has 
made a pretentious picture, running 
almost two hours. It is called “De- 
liverance” and has Earl! Larrimore 
in the lead. All violently pro-pro- 
hibition stuff, plugging Hoover and 
cautiously attacking Smith by show- 
ing him as a wet. They showed it 
Monday and so packed the 44th 
street theatre they had an overflow 
showing in the Astor ballroom to 
five hundred. 

The audience 
crusaders. 


was obviously dry 
The thing cost dough, 
but whose no one knows. 

Rather a well-made picture for 
Which the drys seem to have an 
outlet. 


Brutal Scenes 
With no submarine sinkings or 
cadaver close-ups available, the 
newsreels still find subjects to make 
the femmes feel faint. 
Triday, Loew’s Lexington theatre 
broke out in loud hisses when the 


Mexican Cavalry Review before 
Salles was shown. The horses were 
brutally run head on into high 


stone walls. 


Helping the Gross - 

The next Donnelly’s Red Book will 
be split into a book for each 
borough, and firms, to get listings 
in all, will have to pay. The split 
was caused by 60,000 new business 
phones this year which was making 
the book so big and expensive 
profits were reduced. 

The company will spend $250,000 
in billboard and newspaper ads this 


summer in Manhattan and _ the 
Bronx. Such a campaign in Brook- 
Iny brought 97 per cent renewals 


against 75 per cent the time be- 


fore, 


Double Preview 


The pro-prohibition film, ‘Deliv- 
erance,” produced by the Stanley 
Educational Film Division, distant- 
ly affiliated or associated with the 
Stanley Company of America, was 
exhibited Monday morning to an 
invited attendance at the 44th 
Street theatre and the grand bali- 
room of the Hotel Astor simultane- 


ously. The 10,000 invitations broad- 
cast to the clergy, press, etc, 
brought 5,000 requests for seats, 


necessitating the the 
Astor’s ballroom. 

The non-theatrical feature will be 
sold to churches and educational 
institutions. 


> Publicity 


engagement of 


as to the | 
skirt 


llicity 


In a shift in the Warners’ pub- 
licity department Jack Lewis will 
| have charge of the trade paper ad- 


supervision of A. P. 
of that Warners’ 


vertising under 
Waxman, chief 
department, 

Warren Lewis, whom his name- 
sake succeeds, moves over as pube- 
and advertising manager for 
Vitaphone, the Warners’ subsidiary. 

Walter K. Hill has been added to 
the Warner publicity staff. 


HARRY DELF’S FIRST 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

Iliness prevented Tyler Brooke, 
former vaudevillian under contract 
to Fox, from appearing in “The 
Family Picnic,” a two-reel Movie- 
tone which Harry Delf is directing. 
Raymond McKee, Mack Sennett 
comedian, was substituted. 

It marks Harry Delf’s initial ap- 
pearance with a megaphone, 


HARRY HOYT GOING WEST 

Harry Hoyt, American producer, 
returned to the United States after 
making a production in England, 
leaves for Hollywood this week. 

He will be production supervisor 
for the 18 pictures to be made at 
Metropolitan Studios for the ’28-'29 
release of Excellent, 
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14 VARIETY 


FILM REVIEWS 


Wednesday, May 30, 1928 


The Lion and the Sienes 


Los Angeles, May 22. 
Warner Brothers production (Talker) re- 


lease. Directed by Lloyd Bacon. Camera- 
man, Norbert Brodin. May McAvoy and 
Lionel Barrymore featured. Vitaphone 


talking production, based on the play by 
Charles Klein. Scenario by Robert Lord. 
Exjited by Harold J. MeCord. Titles by 
Jimmie Starr. At Warner's theatre, Holly- 
wood, beginning May 21. Running time, 
65 minutes. 
Shirley May McAvoy 
Jobn (Ready Money) Ryder 

Lione! Barrymore 
Judge Francis 
Jefferson Ryder......--William Collier, Jr. 
Dr. Corrigan 
Smith (Jeff's Jack Ackroyd 


Paraphrasing the title of the pic- 
ture, it is not a lion, nor yet is ita 
mouse. The truth rides somewhere 
between the sizes of the two. Great 
production it is not, because basic- 
ally it lacks the interwoven essen- 
tials of such a structure. What 
success it registers is due to its 
novelty, the appeal and the interest 
that reside in the human voice from 
the screen, even though that voice 
sometimes be indifferently repro- 
duced. 

Added appeal in emotional scenes 
undoubtedly comes with the voice. 
It is this factor which strengthens 
the closing scenes of the picture 
and which will serve to lift this 
subject over the hurdles and help 
it to make a lot of money. 

This picture was advertised as 
“the first talking motion picture,” 
thereby carrying the impression it 
was to be a 100 per cent dialog 
subject, even if accompanying 
sound effects were absent. 

In the interest of historical ac- 
curacy let it be set down “the first 
talking motion picture” is yet to 
come. A casual mental record of 
the sequences, 13 in all, showed the 
first to be a dialog between Lionel 
Barrymore and Alec Francis. Then, 
for seven consecutive sequences, the 
titles were working full blast, with 
not a single word vocal. ‘The con- 
cluding five sequences were dia- 
loged. And the interest chirked up 
appreciably as a result, in spite of 
uneveness in volume and clarity. 

The reviewer purposely took a 
peat near the rear of the balcony 
in order that whatever there might 
be of the vocal order could be com- 
pared with the spoken drama of the 
legitimate. The newcomer does not 
stand ‘the test with credit, not in 
its present state of development. 

Angles of contrast between the 
old and the new are many. In the 
new, when looking on a close-up 
suddenly flashed out of a long shot. 
one naturally, coming into the same 
room with the players, as it were, 
expects the voice to be raised, even 
as he looks for a lessening in vol- 
ume when from a close-up the play- 
ers are removed to a disiance. But 
the voice holds unchanged in vol- 
ume, whether the speaker be near 
far. 

Again, when in close-up the actor 
speaks, synchronization to the pa- 
tron seated 200 feet from the sereen 
seriously is impaired. At that dis- 
tance from the stage the auditor in 
a legitimate drama cannot note the 
movement of the players’ lips and 
s0 detects no difference between lip 
movement sound. In the 
screen's colse-up, however, the dis- 
parity between movement and 
sound sticks out, especially if the 
enunciation be indistinct or low or 
beth. And in some instances in this 
picture that was the case. 

Especially was this true where 
May McAvoy first came within the 
range of the microphone. Her voice 
hardly carried to the back of the 
house, giving the impression it was 
insufficiently robust. Yet, in a later 
sequence it came clear and strong, 
showing earlier lack of cohesion be- 
tween the monitor and the director 
Upon the former, it may be ex- 
plained, ordinarily rests the respon- 
sibility of regulating volume as it 
may be indicated to him by the 
loud speaker in his sound-proof 
room adjacent to the _ recording 
stage. 

Where in an ordinary silent pia 
ture the onlooker is annoyed by an 
absence of agreement between the 
movements of the lips and the 
words put into the speaker’s mouth 
by the title writer after the picture 
is photographed the unpleasant im- 
pression is intensified immeasurably 
where a silent sequence follows one 
vocal, 

in a majority of cases where the 
voice was recorded the words came 
from a single close-up. Rarely from 
a two-shot, and not more than once 
or twice were there three persons 
within the range of the camera 
When any talking was heard. 

One major error in “The Lion 
and the Mouse” seems in making 
the first sequence vocal. That ac- 
tion materially damaged the illu- 
sion, as the person following the 
story, after having been told it was 
a “talking” picture, continually was 


. wondering when the voice would be 


recovered—or if it was not going 
to be after all. And after a haif 
dozen silent sequences file by the 
impatient customer is about ready 
to give up the guessing match. 
Even with over 50 per cent of the 
picture silent, the settings prac- 
tically all are interiors. Scenic and 


outdoor photographic embellish- 
ments are lacking, and the absence 
is felt. 


There are six in the cast as fur- 
mished. Actually there were but 
four, as two of the six had little to 
do. All were perfect ladies and 


gentlemen, except John Ready 
Money Ryder, who so far frac- 
tured the conventions as to declare 
and reiterate his son was a liar and 
to denounce Shirley Rossmore as a 
thief. But now a blow was struck. 
The absence of that physical action 
may be felt in industrial and other 
sections where raw meat is de- 
manded. 

The clearest voice, consistent in 
quality, was that of the oldest 
player, Alec Francis. He had not 
so much to say as some of the oth- 
ers. Young Collier’s voice sounded 
differently in different sequences, in 
one place as if someone else were 
speaking the lines he apparently ut- 
tered. The volume seemed too great 
or the tone too heavy or too bass- 
like for the frame from which it 
came. In the quarrel between son 
and father, for example, it seemed 
the voice of the father was accom- 
panying the movement of the lips of 
the son. 

Barrymore's voice accomplished 
many of the things the player 
sought to make it do. Not always, 
however—patently due to mechani- 
cal inequalities—was it distinct 
even when sufficient in volume. 
Again, it came clear when low. 

This half picture, half photo- 
graphed stage play, is worth seeing. 
It is eloquent of what the future 
holds for the screen—and that sen- 
timent rather than one of critical 
annlysis will animate the average 
picturegoer, 


STREET OF SIN 


Paramount production and release. Star- 
ring Emil Jannings and featuring Fay 
Wray. Directed by Mauritz Stiller. tory 
by Joseph Von Sternberg and Benjamin 
Glazer, latter supervising. Chandler 
Sprague, scenarist, with V. Milner and 
Harry Fischbeck, photographers. Titles by 
Julian Johnson, At the Rialto, New York, 
for grind run starting May 26. Running 
time, 62 mins, 

Basher Emil Janyings 
Baklanova 
Mr. W. Johnson 
Cronies of Basher Bill....JJohn Gough 
§Johnnie Morris 


A pause in the Jannings series. 
About the best thing that can be 
said of it is that it won’t seriously 
interfere with others to come. It 
lacks smash box office potentiali- 
ties and is far short of being a 
holdover feature. Yet the Jannings 
name should turn in satisfactory 
weeks for the theatres and its full 
circulation won’t hold many regrets 
by Paramount other than that the 
star might have been given better 
material. But Jannings probably 
has a say in his subject matter, so 
he can shoulder his share of the 
responsibility for “Street of Sin.” 

Picture has production, photog- 
raphy, Jannings’ vulgarities as a 
Limehouse bully and Olga Bakla- 
nova, playing his woman, to see it 
through. These count enough to 
class the film as first line fare. 

Why Fay Wray is featured in this 
Jannings feature. is one of those 
studio mysteries, although she’s on 
the ’28-’298 as a starred and fea- 
tured player. If anybody deserves 
magnified mention it’s this Olga 
Baklanova, who does a Jack Con- 
way prostie well enough to equal 
or eclipse the work of. Jannings and 
edge in on Mae West’s “‘Diamond 
Lil” sans the “ice.” 

Miss Wray has been given a Sal- 
vation Army bonnet, folds her hands, 
looks good in the slum surroundings 
and waits for Basher Bill (Jannings) 
to break into her room. Meanwhile, 
Anne (Miss Baklanova) has turned 
over her night’s earnings to the 
Basher, been thrown out for holding 
out and taken back and burned up 
by her man suddenly taking the 
veil because of his yen for Eliza- 
beth (Miss Wray). 

It’s all curtains when Annie, fran- 
tic with jealousy, tips off to the cops 
who did the amusement part stick- 
up and the bobbies ride into Har- 
mony Row for a gun play raid. The 
Basher takes a bullet from one af 
his gang’s guns and expires after 
he has saved the babies in the Sal- 
vation Army center, the spot his 
former co-workers have picked for 
defense. 

A number of tots are used, mostly 
all crying. There are one or two 
smiles in the way Jannings handles 
them. But nothing to equal the 
three-part yell of surprise, contempt 
and mirth which greets Jannings’ 
morning ablutions when he gargles, 
spits the water into cupped hands 
and then returns it to his face for 
an economical cleansing. There are 
a few other touches, not quite so 
rough, but on the same pattern. 
That first one is going to disgust a 
lot of people, probably please the art 
mob and amuse _ others, but it 
doesn’t seem entirely necessary. All 
it needed was “sound” to make it 
doubly sure to register and turn a 
few more stomachs. 

Camera work of Milner and 
Fischbeck has aptly caught the !n- 
tended filth of the locale with Stil- 
ler’s direction particularly to the 
fore if he handled Miss Bakianova. 
Picture looks to have been abruptly 
chopped in a couple of places which, 
although it explains the brief run- 
ing time of 62 minutes, is just as 
well. 

Jannings gives a standard per- 
formance without highlights anda 
has a couple of spots where he ap- 
pears a bit foolish. Notably where 
Elizabeth prays him out of the idea 
which has brought him into her 
room, her linen or cotton nightgown 


Shorts 


GEORGE LYONS AND HARP 
VOCAFILM 

3'4 Mins. 

Carlton (Pct), Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Brief bit by Vocafilm’s improved 
process is chiefly interesting for its 
promise of possibilities. The quality 
of sound reproduction for music is 
exceptionally fine, matching the best. 
Lyons makes a good subject with 
his sy:ipathetic tenor and his per- 
sonable manner, both registering 
unmistakably. 

Subject is not well handled from 
showmanly angle. Lyons is intro- 
@uced cold in pantomime without 
sound effect in a film “leader” last- 
ing perhaps 30 seconds. During this 
time Lyons is seen fingering the 
harp strings but making no sound. 
Then the sound record is switched 
in and from there on the record is 
agreeable. 

Introduction was intended as a 
preliminary gesture but this au- 
dience didn’t see it that --ay. They 
thought the “new fangled thing” 
wouldn’t work and there was audi- 
ble giggling, growing to a broad 
laugh. When the very agreeable mu- 
sical accompaniment came in, they 
were quickly won and subject got 
applause. 

Both harp accompaniment and 
singer’s voice came out flaw- 
lessly. Rush. 


RADIO FRANKS 
VOCAFILM 
5 Min. 
Carlton, Brooklyn, N. Y. (Pct.) 
Radio team in ‘song numbers 
make a routine sight-sound subject. 
They appear seated, one befdre a 
piano, other nearby in a bare setting 
and go right into their “Hello” 
number, made familiar by radio. 
Song bits follow with no action. 
Musical quality of reproduction re- 
markably good.-Chance to see the 
usually invisible radio pair would 
be a consideration for the public, 
but the turn is a particularly wood- 
en affair as recorded on the screen. 
Seems to be a case where the act 
doesn’t register “personality” on the 
screen, 


Audience liked it. Rush. 


WILL MAHONEY 
TMOVIETONE 
Mins. 
Globe, New York 

Amounts to a mere introduction 
of Will Mahoney to picture house 
fans, with the laughter-provoking 
star of “Take the Air” limited to one 
number. It consists of a nicely 


File These Reviews 


It’s respectfully suggested to 
those who may be interested 
in the Talking Shorts that 
these weekly reports as printed 
be filed (titles and numbers) 
for future reference. 

The reviews will not be re- 
peated in Variety. With the 
talking equipment slowly in- 
stalling, theatres which may 
be equipped some time from 
now may then want to refer 
back to the notices, as sub- 
jects are submitted to them. 

Merely offered as a sugges- 
tion through most of the 
Talking Shorts reviewed being 
uSually identified by their 
numbers, rather than titles. 


tabulated series of yawns mixed 
with dialog and brief interlopations 
of song. 

Mahoney registers for comedy re- 
turns on mugging. Opening appear- 
ance is of a full size view of a well- 
tailored back, topped by a derby on 
a slightly bent head. But the come- 
dian doesn’t follow up with any- 
thing, owing to time limitations, 
and the offering only rates filler 
space in a Movietone program of 
shorts, 


Photographs well. Mori. 


MOVIETONE NEWSREEL 
Vol. I, No. 26 

15 Mins. 

Globe, New York 

Opens with a group of southern 
beauties grouped on steps singing 
“Dixie” at a Columbus, Ga., gather- 
ing. Semi-long shots didn’t give a 
good squint at the gals, thereby 
violating the showmanly maxim, 
“get in the sex appeal.” 

Brief shot of Private Hallinger, 
last and sole survivor of the Civil 
War vets of Indian Hills, N. J. He 
laid a wreath and spoke of his de- 
parted comrades and being ready 
to join them when his time came. 
Appropfiate for Memorial week. 

Quick flash and a few words 
from Secretary of Navy Wilbur in 
presenting an aviation trophy to 
Major Lutz; the running of the 
Kentucky Derby in the mud; turn- 
ing on the water for the season at 
the famous Versailles Gardens in 
France; and feeding seagulls at 
Landis End, quaint English sea 
town. All interesting. Land. 


being a help, and when “Iron Mike” 
hits him on one side of the jaw so 
that he turns for the second punch 
because of the girl’s teachings. Re- 
mainder of cast is replete with types. 
Josef von Sternberg and Benjamin 
Glazer are credited with the story, 
probably also suggested by Jan- 
nings. Sid. 


Laugh, Clown, Laugh 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer produetion and re- 
lease. Directed by Herbert Brenon. Lon 
Chaney starred. Adapted from David Be- 
lasco-Tom Cushing stage play by Elizabeth 
Meehan. Cameraman, James Yonghowe. 
Titles by Joe Farnham. At the Capitol, 
New York, week May 26. Running time, 65 


Tito. Ton Chaney 
Simon...... Bernard Siegel 
Simonette. Lworetta Young 
F'itz-Gerald 
Luigi. Nils Asther 
Diane. Gwen Lee 


Another romantic play with a 
semi-tragic finale, the fortunes of 


which are always anybody’s guess. 
In this case, Lon Chaney as the star 
should be almost an insurance of a 
draw. 

Star’s name value its the film’s 
best asset. Production is excellent 
in Herbert Brenon’s best style. Ele- 
ment of uncertainty comes entirely 
in the character of the story, built 
upon aging man’s hopeless love for 
young girl and his death to open the 
way for her mating with a young 
lover. Any way you look at it the 
fan’s simple reaction is unfavorable 
to the bumping off of a character 
that had aroused sympathy. That's 
what happens here. 

Chaney does some splendid acting 
as the clown who makes the world 
laugh while his heart 1s breaking 
with a vain love. Sentiment some- 
times gets a bit sloppy, but this 
actor always has the situation in 
hand and carries through some pas- 
sages that call for daifitty treatment 
and nice judgment. 

Rest of the cast is up to its as- 
signment, although Loretta Young 
is rather a pale personality for the 
principal feminine role. Story de- 
velops with irritating slowness. It 
has a good screen climax in the epi- 
sode where the clown brings about 
his own destruction while making 
a sensational 


on the wire” in the theatre in order 


to free the girl he loves from the 
sacrifice of marrying him. This 
scene is similar to the finale of “Ex- 
cess Baggage” story. 

There is no true screen action in 
the whole picture, as commonly 
happens with stories brought from 
stage or book. Progress of action 
therefore has to be expressed in 
facial pantomime and the conse- 
quence is an over-abundance of 
closeups and plenty of titles. Com- 
edy is almost absent, coming in 
such sequences as the clown’s visit 
to a specialist for treatment of his 
melancholy, only to be told that he 
ought to go see Flit, the clown, to 
be cheered up and replying that 
he is Flit himself—the subject of a 
hoary old gag. 

Background of the circus and 
stage is here exceedingly well pic- 
tured, but that locale is no longer 
a novelty as it was probably when 
the Belasco play was on the boards. 
Certainly it’s not a screen novelty 
at this time. 

In the absence of dramatic action 
here, back stage atmosphere doesn’t 
mean much. The picture never once 
establishes tension or suspense, is 
entirely without vigorous comedy 
and its romantic appeal is prac- 
tically nil. Al that’s left for audi- 
ence effect is Chaney’s acting, and 
a scenic production that has a good 
deal of beauty, small ground for 
film fan response at best. 

Result is a program picture that 
will have to do business on the 
prestige of its star but won’t add 


to it. Rush. 
‘LADY BE GOOD 
First National production and _ release. 


Directed by Richard Wallace from the stage 
musical of same titie. Dorothy Mackaill 
and Jack Mulhali featured. Credit slides 
removed from screen by Strand, New York, 


where it is playing this week, May 2. 
Running time, 69 minutes. 

6048646600 Jack Mulhall 
) ..-Dorothy Mackaill 
Madison...ece -.-Nita Martan 
WOR, Dot Farley 
Trelawney West. ames Finlayson 
Aggie Herring 
Dancer. Jay Eaton 
DAnce?P.. Eddie Clayton 
Yoia d’Avril 


A picture of small time vaudeville 


“death-defying slide, 


in the main, it looks to have been 
played and directed in the small 
time way. Which means that the 


farther away from Broadway it goes 
the better chance it has with the 
rurals. As a first runner in the de 
luxes it needs plenty of stage or 
other film support, and more than it 
has currently on the stage at the 
Strand. 

If anything were needed to show 
up this picture back stage story it’g 
the small time stage unit vaudeville 
at the Strand this week. Coming 
before or after the picture, it’s a tosg 
up as to which may be prefeired. 

Jack Mulhall plays a small time 
magician with plenty of live props, 
His girl assistant is Dorothy Macke 
aill. They are always together, in 
theatre and the boarding house 
when both are starving, with the di- 
rector making it evident they are 
not doubled up. Toward the finish 
when there hasn’t been a laugh for 
2,000 feet, the director made three 
principals throw paste and powder 
over each other, Mr. Mulhall, Miss 
Mackaill and Nita Martan. If that’s 
considered funny or filthy in Holly- 
wood, it will be no place else. 

Neither of the two mixed teams 
looks small timey. The other is John 
Mijan and Miss Martan, as adagio 
dancers. Mijan looks as much like 
one of those dancers as Roscoe Ar- 
buckle. It would have been better if 
a piano player had been cast for the 
role. Miss Martan was okay as his 
opposite, although a bit heavy. 

Mr. Mulhall and Miss Mackaill 
seemed too healthy to be starving, 
missing 13 meals at a time. At one 
point, when Miss Mackaill pulled 
out the waist of her dress to prove 
how thin she had gotten, Mulhall 
tried to do the same with his coat, 
but foolishly had on one of his reg- 
ular garments. 

Mijan is the villain, trying to make 
the magician’s assistant, who is Miss 
Mackaill. The magician said a real 
trouper, in a title, wouldn’t bust up 
another artist’s act. Name of title 
writer not mentioned. If adagio 
dancers are real troupers it must 
have happened very recently. 

There’s the boarding house keeper 
who wants her room rent, the exe 
pected suggestion of the girl that 
the magician kill his prop animal 
pets for meals, which he refuses to 
do, and everything else that might 
be looked for from some one writing 
about something of which he ap- 
pears to know nothing, and also 
played as well as directed that way, 

Still these back stage plays seem 
to hold interest in the sticks and 
“Lady Be Good” had a w. k. stage 
name. So did “Abie’s Irish Rose.” 

Picture runs 69 minutes and can 
be cut to anything above 55. 

No action is the worst mark 
against the film. After that it’s the 
scarcity of comedy in a story of this 
character, with but a laugh or two 
in the ordinary captions. 

You can walk in or out on this 
picture at any time. 


HIS TIGER LADY 


Paramount production and release, stare 
ring Adolphe Menjou. Evelyn Brent feate 
ured. Directed by Hobart Henley. Adapted 
by Ernest Vadja from Alfred Savoir’s play, 
‘Super of the Gaiety.’’ Cameraman, Harry 
Fischbeck. Titles by H. J. Manckiewicz. 
At the Paramount, N. Y., week of May 26, 
Running time, 57 minutes. 


The Duchess....... ecccccccces Evelyn Brent 
Mme. Duval....ece Rose Dione 
Stage Emil Chautard 
Ge 


A typical Menjou cream puff. Un- 
real, unconvincing, unimportant, but 
moderately amusing because of @ 
novel slant on the usual masquerade 
idea. 

Menjou, an extra in a Parisian 
revue, falls in love with a beautiful 
and haughty duchess. To win her he 
borrows from the theatre wardrobe 
the costume of a rajah. Having 
awakened her interest and bluffed 
his way up to the point where she 
confesses her love, the extra reveals 
the deception and leaves. The next 
day the duchess shows up at the 
theatre as one of the chorus, and the 
final clinch indicates that they will 
take the vows. 

Picture represents Evelyn Brent 
as a posey, indolent dame who fan- 
cies tigers because they have claws 
and scratchy habits. The idea of the 
slumbering histrionics is evidently 
to convey an impression of a volcano 
in repose. Put down the tiger part 
as baloney. It would have been @ 
better picture minus the Elinor Glyn 
sash hitters. 

Miss Brent looks great, however, 
and wears a couple of nifty gowns. 
Menjou’s performance is smooth and 
pleasing. There’s nobody else in the 
east to speak of or about. 

Film is okay for the spots where 
Menjou is a fav. It will be quickly 
forgotten. Menjou has been getting 
some palookas lately, and it may be 
a pertinent point whether a strictly 
so-so picture is good enough at his 
present stage of popularity. <A very 
moderate moderate. Land. 


THE NEWS PARADE 


Fox production and’ release, featuring 
Sally Phipps, Nick Stuart and Earle Foxe. 
Directed by David Butler with J. A. Vale 


entine and C. Wagner cameramen. Titled 
by M. 8S. Boylan. At Roxy, New York, 
week May 26. Running time, 67 mirs. 

Sally Sally Phipps 
Ivan Vodkoff...,..0.. Farle Foxe 
Newsreel Talley 
A. K. Wellington...... -...Brandon Hu 

Snappy Walpole...... -Franklin Underwoo@ 


First of the newsreel romance 


pictures to come in and leaving the 
field wide open for the others on the 


(Continued on page 36) 
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PICTURES 


VARIETY 


7 Phases from Conference Held 


Up in Federal Trade Report: 


Non-Theatrical Disregarded 


Washington, May 29. 

There will be no help forthcoming 
from the government in the exhib- 
itor’s fight against non-theatrical 
competition. This was made’ appar- 
ent in tha long awaited report, made 
public here today (Tuesday), from 
Commissioner Abram F. Myers, of 
the Federal Trade Commission, on 
the picture trade conference held 


in New York City last October. 


Voting on Myers’ report the com- 
mission took 15 of the resolutions 
adopted at the conference and ap- 
proved them, thus making rules 
of them under which the industry 
may operate with the support of 
the government through the com- 
mission. Ten of the remaining reso- 
lutions “were received by the com- 
mission as expressions of the trade,” 
while four others were held in abey- 
ance because a sharp division of 
the vote cast at the conference “in- 
dicates a total lack of agreement 
as between the opposing branches 
of the industry.” 

While taking this action the com- 
mission turned down one resolution 
—non-theatrical competition. In 
actuality, this is the most important 
phase of the report, it is stated here. 

The commission declined to ap- 
prove it because of its illegality as 
violating the laws governing inter- 
state commerce. 

As to the others acted upon, their 
relative value has been the subject 
of much discussion, pro and con, 
within the industry. The govern- 
ment has recognized them and has 
thus given .a new slant to the 
“clouds” thrown up to keep away 
from the real issue of the confer- 
ence, namely, block booking. 

Approved 

The resolutions adopted as “rules” 
are :— 

Rule One (formerly exhibitor’s 
resolution No. 6).—This accepts use 
of the standard uniform contract 
providing for arbitration both of 
disputes arising out of contract and 
of the provisions of the contract it- 
self, is a fair trade practice. 

Rule 2 (exhibitor’s resolution No. 
7).—Insertion of paid commercial 
advertising in entertainment films. 
Unfair. 

Rule 3 (formerly exhibitor’s’ reso- 
lution No. 9).—Substitution of con- 
tracted star, director or story with- 
out consent of exhibitor. Unfair. 

Rule 4 (distributor’s resolution 
No. 1).—To get pictures from one 
distributor required to take an- 
Other distributor's product also. Un- 
fair. 

Rule 5 (distributor's resolution 
No. 4).—Is fair trade practice to 
discourage use of misleading or 
salacious advertising. 


Rule 6 (Distributor’s resolution 
No. 8).—“Bicycling” of prints. Un- 
fair. 

Rule 7 (Distributor’s resolution 
No. 9).—Returning prints late to 
get additional exhibition time. Un- 


fair. 

Rule 8 (Distributor’s resolution 
No. 10).—Giving of gratuities, either 
way, to gain advantages in buying 
or selling. Unfair. 

Rule 9 (Distributor’s resolution 
No. 11).—Use of signed contracts 
with price shown for purpose of 
securing rental reduction. Unfair. 

Rule 10 (Distributor’s resolution 
No. 13).—Use of pictures in thea- 
tres not specified in contract. Un- 
fair. 

Rule 11 (Distributor’s resolution 
No. 14).—Exhibitors not to prompt- 
ly report correctly the results of 


Rercentage showing of pictures. 
Unfair. 

Rule 12 (Distributor’s resolution 
No. 16).—Agreement among. ex- 
hibitors to allocate films of pro- 
ducers, eliminating competition 


from others. Unfair. 

Rule 13 (Distributor’s resolution 
No. 16-a).—Reverse of rule twelve 
in that distributors hold out on ex- 
hibitors. Unfair. 

Rule 14 (Distributor’s resolution 
No. 18).—Use of buying power to 
secure more pictures than can be 
utilized for purposes of either 
forcing competitor out of business 
or to force him to sell his theatre. 
Unfair. 

tule 15 (Producer's resolution 
No. 6).—For competing producer to 
try to induce actors to breah con- 
tracts with other producers. Un- 
fair, 
Government Helping 
In their adoption by the.commis- 


sion, the rovernment is now 
pledged to help stamp out. As 
lined up it gives the exhibitors three 
of their resolutions, the distribu- 
tors 11 of theirs and the producers 
but one. 

Of the resolutions “received by 
the commission as expressions of 
the trade” included are the dissimi- 
nation of information against fake 


schools, ete.; relative to enforce- 
ment of fire regulations in: ex- 
changes; charging public admis- 


sions when films are shown in hos- 
pitals or other such _ institutions; 
transferring title to theatre without 
making effort to transfer contracts 
also; leaving it to Hays organiza- 
tion as to objectionable literature 
reaching the screen; what consti- 
tutes that which is not moral or 
artistic in the making of films; 
establishing of Central Casting 
Agency; present formula in respect 
to employment of children in pic- 
tures; farming actors under con- 
tract with a “reasonable profit” 
(non-acceptance by the commission 
is stated to give the actor a chance 
to fight this plan) and the system 
in vogue of registering titles. 
7 Phases Held 

In addition an agreed statement 
of policy proposed by producer- 
distributur groups and accepted by 
exhibitors, was held in abeyance 
until results can be determined 
from its actual effect upon the in- 
dustry. This constitutes seven 
phases as follows: block booking 
for illegal purposes (which commis- 
sion says is illegal in itself); one 
distributor insisting exhibitor, to 
get his pictures, buy another dis- 
tributor’s also; cancellation § be- 
cause of racial or religious subject 
matter; cancellation up to 10 per 
cent of any block; reissues not to 
be included in blocks; newsreels 
and shorts not to be included in 
block of pictures and that leasing 
of such shal] not be forced to get 
features; while rule No. 7 makes 
provisions for the covering of para- 
graphs three and four in the now 
accepted new uniform contract. 

The four resolutions characterized 
as having the industry “hopelessly 
divided” were exhibitor’s No. 2: 
building, leasing or acquiring the- 
atre as threat against competitor; 
exhibitor’s 3-2: leasing or allocating 
of films without granting all exhibi- 
tors chance to bid; exhibitor’s 3-b: 
protection to theatre not in com- 
petition, and exhibitor’s No. 8: 
companion to 8-b in that it de- 
clared it an unfair trade practice 
for a distributor to refuse to lease 
a picture within a reasonable time 
after its prior run. 

In explaining the delay of his re- 
port, Mr. Myers sets forth several 


reasons. At the same time he 
makes recommendations. One of 
these to proceed against Para- 


mount, which the commission has 
already done. Another recommen- 
dation is that the commission pro- 
ceed against all distributors re- 
sorting to block booking. Steps in 
this direction have been taken, with 
the various companies having made 
appearances before the board of 
review within the commission, a 
step always preceding the issuance 
of a complaint unless the company 
can show cause why it should not 
be proceeded against. 


Coast Contact Man 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

Roy C. Seery, formerly Chicago 
branch manager for First National, 
has been appointed the compaay’s 
sales representative on the Pa-fic 
Coast. 

Seery’s principal duty will be to 
maintain contact with Harold B. 
Franklin, president general 
manager of West Coast. 


Flynn Roach Director 


Los Angeles, May 29. 
Emmett Flynn is to direct a series 
of Stan Laurel and Babe Hardy 
comedies for Hal Roach. 
Flynn was a director for Fox ‘fer 
seven years. 
Beaulah Livingston's Trip 
Ios Angeles, May 329. 
Beaulah Livingston, publicity di- 
rectress at the United Artists stu- 
dios, leaves for New York June 2. 
She will spend a month east in the 
interests of business and pleasure. 


Cent 


r B. & K. SPLITS ADS 


| Add L. & T. Houses and 50 Per 
in Appropriation 


Chicago, May 29. 

Balaban and Katz have com- 
pletely reorganized their method of 
advertising in Chicago daily papers. 
The advertising has been split. In- 
stead of all B. & K. ads occupying 
the one large space, two separate 
directories are used. One is de- 
voted to the loop theatres, the other 
to neighborhood houses. 

The advertising expenditure has 
been increased nearly 50 per cent. 

Lubliner and Trinz theatres’ copy 
has been merged with that of B. & 
K., with no mention of L. & T.. 
Publix-B. & K. subsidiary. 


Sunday’ Test 
In Montreal Will 
Be to a Finish 


Montreal, May 29. 

Direct action has been taken to 
determine “for all time,” as Pre- 
mier Taschereau, who is also Attor- 
ney-General of the Province of 
Quebec, puts it, whether this prov- 
ince is as amenable to the Federal 
law making opening of the theatres 
on Sunday a criminal offense, as 
the rest of Canada. 

Criminal proceedings accordingly 
have began their progress through 
the local courts taken against the 
United Amusements Corporation, 
which operates a chain of a dozen 
first and second run houses in this 
city. 

The summons specified the Re- 
gent, second-run neighborhood 
house with a high-class reputation, 
as having violated the law by being 
open on Easter Sunday. Lawyer for 
the corporation at once entered a 
plea of not guilty and registered a 
formal objection to the court’s jur- 
isdiction. Hearing of argument on 
this count was put forward until 
tomorrow, May 30. 

For the prosecution it was stated 
that this issue will be carried to a 
conclusion through all the courts if 
necessary. None of the members 
of the accused firm was present in 
court and their lawyer made option 
of summary trial for them. 

Meanwhile the popularity of the 
attack may be gauged by the fact 
that the municipality of Montreal 
has refused to take action against 
the theatres and the Premier has 
stepped into the breach himself, 
failing a civic accuser. It is well 
known that powerful clerical influ- 
ences are behind the action and 
parish priests all over the city are 
using their full powers to induce 
members of their congregations to 
sign circulars in favor of Sunday 
closing, which will later be used as 
evidence of “popular” support of the 
movement. This is curious in view 
of the fact that the movies have 
always been most careful not to ir- 


ritate the susceptibilities of the 
church and have gone to great 
lengths in cutting and altering 
films. 


The attack will be fought with all 
the financial and influential strength 
of the theatres. Should it succeed, 
it will reduce Montreal at one blow 
from a flourisihnge movie center to 
an almost negligible factor in the 
industry. Sunday grosses are in all 
cases equal to at least those of any 
two week days except Saturday and 
closing would be equivalent to a 
20 per cent. drop in box office re- 
ceipts with overhead and expenses 
continuing much as before. 


Mike Miggins’ Trip 
Los Angeles, May 29. 

Mike Miggins, known as the old- 
est employee William Fox has in 
the picture production business, is 
going to New York for his first 
visit in six years. 

Miggins started in with Iox at 
the Greater New York Exchange 
and was later assigned to the Fort 
Lee (N. J.) studios, coming out here 
at the time they were closed down. 

Miggins has been in charge of the 
comedy department business affairs 
for the studios here. 


SILLS’ TITLES 
Los Angeles, May 22. 
The lineup of titles for Milton 
Sills’ starring pictures on the First 
National '28-'29 program looks like 


lected are “Captain of the Strong,” 
“The Eagle’s Trail,” “The Spotter’ 
and “Hard Rock.” 


Sills is going to turn Western. Se-_| 


Years Fighting 


Alone, 


Samuelson, Indie, Obliged 
To Settle for Self Protection 


TABS AND FILM 
BUST 


Chicago, May 29. 

Although dramatic stock has es- 
tablished a strong foothold here re- 
cently, musical comedy stock with 
pictures has proven an outright flop. 

The Woods, loop legit owned by 

J. L. & S., goes dark for the sum- 
mer Saturday, after trying the Mc- 
Call-Bridge Players with pictures 
for two weeks. A weekly change 
policy, with 60c top, was in effect. 
* Within two weeks the Tower, 
owned by Lubliner & Trinz, B. & K., 
and leased to the Orpheum Circuit, 
will abandon its musical stock pol- 
icy of two months’ standing, and 
probably will go dark also. It like- 
wise had a company. of McCall- 
Bridge Players, with the same pol- 
icy and price as the Woods. 

Both houses were dishing out 
paper ‘wholesale. The Woods let 
loose 50,000 passes before it could 
get anyone to come near the theatre, 
and within the past few days has 
had lines of deadheads outside. 

The McCall company came in on 
a guarantee and percentage basis. 


Christie’s Talkers 


Christies are negotiating for 
Movietone and the contract with 
Western Electric will probably be 
signed before the end of the woek. 

The step is expected in view of 
the company’s short subjects being 
released through Paramount and 
the talkie license held by Famous 
limiting it to the use of the device. 


VARCO’S FIRST 
Los Angeles, May 29. 
“The Expensive Set,” an original 
by Amerigo Serrao, will be Varco 
Productions’ first of a series of six 
to be directed by Arthur Varney. 
Angelo M. Giovanneli, former 
cameraman for Ufa, will photo- 
graph the Varco pictures to be made 
at Metropolitan studios. 


MISS CARRINGTON WEST 

Elizabeth Sterne Carrington, au- 
thor of numerous vaude sketches, 
has been engaged to write scenarlos 
for Samuel Goldwyn and leaves for 


the coast shortly. 
She was one of the several au- 
thors of ‘“Nightstick,”’ one of the 


season's melodramas. 


DICKENSON’S ORIGINALS 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

Weed Dickenson, former press 
agent for Harry Langdon and at one 
time head of F. B. O. publicity de- 
partment, is now writing original 
stories at the Fox Studios. 

His first assignment has been on 
an original race track story in 
which Sammy Cohen’ and’ George 
Pennick are to be cofeatured. 


SLOMAN TO DIRECT TWO 

Los Angeles, May 29. 
his return from the east Ed- 
Sloman will have two _ pic- 
tures to direct. The first subject 
will be “The Braggart,” featuring 
Jean Hersholt. The second will be 
“The Play Goes On,” also featuring 
Hersholt. 


On 
ward 


Jean 


“COSSACKS” A PROBLEM 
Los Angeles, May 29. 
“Cossacks,” starring John Gilbert 
;and one of the present vexations at 
M-G, is being found hard to edit. 
| It may be hooked up with sound 
effects. 


“MILKMAN” FOR MURRAY 
Los Angeles, May 29. 
| Charles Murray’s second subject 
on his new contract with First Na- 
j tional will be “The Milkman,” an 
| original story by Adele Comandini, 
New York newspaper woman. 


Meighan’s “Mating Call” 
i Los Angeles, May 29. 
“The Mating Call” will be Thomas 


| Meighan’s first for Caddo, James 
Cruze directing. 

Howard Hughes is ifter both jé 
itenee Adoree and Livelyn Lrent for 
ipuppeort, 


| Sidney Samuelson, operating a 
lone theatre in the small town of 
Newton, N. J., after four and one- 
half years of legal strife against the 
bigger picture distribution interests, 
was obliged to make a settlement 
and withdraw his damage action 
last week. Lack of pictures t ex- 
hibit and funds to continue the long 
drawn out expensive litigation in 
the federal courts, without even an 
offer of assistance from any inde- 
pendent exhibitor organization or 
exhibitor in the country, in a suit 
that may have been of vital impor- 
tance to the indie exhibs, forced the 
little fighter from New Jersey to 
succumb. 

The Samuelson settlement was 
formally announced in the stereo- 
typed way. 

Samuelson asked triple damages 
to $450,000 in an alleged conspiracy 
suit against the Arrow Exchange, 
Inc., Will Hays, Paramount, Fox, 
First National and Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer. It was settled for little or 
no cash, and a contract for film ser- 
vice with the major producers at a 
Slight reduction in rental price. 

The suit was started in 1923. 
Samuelson, who had refused to dis- 
cuss an out of court settlement all 
along, found himself in a financial 
position which did not permit him 
to carry on the court battle. 

Samuelson charged that owing to 
a conspiracy among the producers 
he found himself unable to procure 
pictures for his theatre in Newton, 
N. J., and had thereby suffered a 
loss. While Samuelson was charg- 
ing restraint of trade and con- 
spiracy, he had to prove damages. 

Everybody Ducking 

It is claimed that one independent 
exhibitor-leader was subpoenaed 
four or five times to back up Sam- 
uelson’s charges but eluded the sub- 
poenaes in every instance as he did 
not want to do anything which 
would place him in oppesiiion to the 
forces Samuelson was fighting. 

Samuelson did not only find him- 
self unable to get support from in- 
dependent exhibitor organizations 
and leaders but was also faced by 
the prospect of having independents 
trying to gain favor by saying they 
would try to get Samuelson to drop 
his action in favor of a settlement. 
Exhibjtors not only remained indif- 
ferent as to material support but 
refrained from giving Samuelson 
any moral support. 

Boss, an Oklahoma exhibitor, got 
$90,000 from Paramount two or 
three years ago ona case somewhat 


like Samuelson's. David L. Podell 
acted as counsel for Samuelson, 
while Max Steuer represented 


the defendants. It is understood 
that E. K. Ludvigh, attorney for 
Paramount, was largely responsible 
for handling of the settlement. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


3ert Wheeler. 
Bernice Speer. 


L. A. TO N. Y. 


Joseph M, Schenck 
Mike Meggin 

J. J. Sullivan 
Grace Inglis 
Chester Conklin 
Frank Tuttle. 
Buddy Rogers. 
“(Charles Mintz. 
Maurice Fleckels. 
Abe Stern. 


NEILAN AND “B’WAY” 
Los Angeles, May 29. 
When Marshall Nielan completes 
directing ‘‘Taxi 13" for F. B. O. he 
will direct another for the same 
company, then moving to Univer- 
sal City, where it is understood he 
may direct “Broadway.” 
U’s Convention Men Back 
Lou Metzger, general sales mana- 
ger for Universal, and Nat Roth- 
| stein, head of exploication and ad- 
| vertising, returned trom the Coast 
ithis week. 
They had conducting 
Universal sales conventions. 


heen the 


Seery Succeeds Lukes 
Los Angeles, May 29, 


Roy A. Seery has been appointed 
manager of First National's coast 
x¢ hanges 
| lie succecrds L. A. Lukes, now in 
jcharge of the Seattle branch. 


| 
— 15 | 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
: | | 
| 
| 
| | | 
| | 
| 
| | 
| | | 
| | | | 
| | | 
| | | | | 
| | | 
| | | | 
| | | 
| | 
| — 
| i 
( | | 
N 
| 
y | 
| | | | 
} 
EF 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, May 30, 1928 


NOW MAKES ITS 


REVOLUTIONARY DEVELOPMENT 
“TALKING” MOTION PICTURES 


RCA PHOTOPHONE 


The Product of the World’s Greatest 


Engineering Laboratories—the Radio 


Corporation of America, the General 


' Electric Company, and the Westing- 


house Electric and Manufacturing Co. 


There’s something happening in motion pictures. 
The day of the “sound film” is directly before us. 


As a means of embellishing motion picture programs, 
and enhancing the effects and naturalism of motion pic- 
ture productions, this new form of entertainment prom- 
ises to revolutionize the screen. The rapidity of its 
general acceptance rests squarely upon the efficiency of 
the equipment employed. 


Like all innovations, the first stages of the development 
of the so-called “talking” pictures have been attended by 
experiments. These experiments have been no more an 
index to the possibilities of sound recording and repro- 
ducing apparatus than the early gramophones were an 
index of the possibilities of the phonograph. 


Science Finds Its Level 


Now, in the introduction of the RCA Photophone, these 
possibilities for the first time have been achieved, and 
may now be measured. 


An outgrowth of the pioneer experiments in “talking” 
pictures by the General Electric Company, the RCA 


\ 


Photophone represents science’s most advanced step in 
harnessing sound to the motion picture screen. It takes 
“talking” pictures out of the domain of the speculative 
and the experimental and invests them with the reality 
of the proved and the perfected. 


You may confidently expect to listen to the RCA Photo- 
phone with a sense of ease, rather than of irritation. At 
no time will you be conscious of the intrusion of a me- 
chanical force. There is absolutely no over-loading, no 
distortion, no unnatural volume. It is devoid of metallic 
sounds, of shrillness, harshness or slurring. 


The voice of the player or of the vocalist is repreduced 
normally, while the delicate tones of a symphonic orches- 
tra reach their hearers with the beauty of the original 
orchestration. 


A Medium for Supreme Performances 


Superior facilities automatically attract superior services. 


They may be depended upon to do so in the instance of 


the so-called “talking” pictures. 


The public will soon have an opportunity of hearing as 
well as seeing their screen and stage favorites under the 
most ideal of mechanical auspices through the medium 
of RCA Photophone. 


There will be available for use with RCA Photophone, 
full length motion picture productions, synchronized 
with symphonic orchestrations and dramatic sound ef- 
fects; news reels, and novelty films. Incidental and non- 
synchronized musical films will also be produced for 
pictures independent of those made for Photophone. 


} 


ws 
4 
4 
i 
| 
q 
3° 
4 
< 
“Ay 
| 
if 


wee 


THE ADVANCEMENT THE SCREEN 


Incomparable Advantages 


. While the RCA Photophone projection equipment is standardized, in that it permits 


of the interchange of films with other processes, it differs from all other 
“sound film” appliances in these essential characteristics: 


TONAL FIDELITY 


As a result of radical recording and acoustical 
refinements, sound recording achieves a fidelity 
in the RCA Photophone never before equalled. 


The superior tone quality of the Photophone 
lies in the fact that the Photophone employs the 
“variable width” or “serrated edge” method of 
recording sound on the film, as opposed to the 
“variable density” process. Photophone repro- 
duction is practically a “straight line” method 
giving equal amplification for sound frequencies. 


NO HARSHNESS 


Photophone does not use horns for reproduc- 
tion. It employs a newly developed and highly 
perfected cone of the electro-dynamic type, 
which gives a tone quality that can never be ap- 
proached by the horn method. 


This difference in methods transforms a mechan- 
ical device into a voice and musical instrument 
of the highest order. 


There are no limitations to RCA Photophone 
nor are its tone qualities affected by under- 
developing or over-developing of the film sound 
track. Full value is obtained from all musical 


gradations—full advantage taken of a perform- ~ 


er’s art. 


PERFECT SYNCHRONIZATION 


Absolute synchronization is accomplished by 
RCA Photophone by the projection of both pic- 
ture and sound from the same source. The 
sound is on the film—not on another machine. 
There can be no gap between the sound and the 
picture caused by jumping disc needles or vari- 
ations in timing of separate apparatus. 


DURABILITY 


The sound track of the RCA Photophone lasts. 
In contrast to other film recording methods, 
RCA Photophone films are as well preserved 
after the tenth week of operation as they are 


FULL-SIZED PICTURES 


Producers may put synchronized orchestral ac- 
companiments on existing negatives by the 
Photophone process without destroying a por- 
tion of the pictures. The RCA Photophone is 
the only sound film that preserves the normal 
size of such pictures. The Photophone Company 
produces positive prints with sound track by a 
special optical reduction printer which enables 
it to save the entire picture record and still leave 
enough room on the film for the sound track. 
Other methods destroy a portion of the picture 
record to accommodate the sound track. 


Furthermore, there is no distortion of the pho- 
tography by reason of the necessity for duping 
to make possible the introduction of the sound 
element. RCA Photophone pictures are printed 
direct from the negative on positive stock. 


PROJECTION IMPROVEMENTS 


The RCA Photophone equipment embodies new 
projection improvements that are both simpler 


of operation and more effective than any other “ 


existing system. 


ECONOMY 


The RCA Photophone offers a substantial saving 
in its installation cost, while its mechanical 
efficiency assures a low maintenance cost. 


You take no chances in installing RCA Photophone. It gives you all 
the improvements of present-day science, plus the assurance of 
such improvements as may develop in the future. 


RCA PHOTOPHONE 


411 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 


A Subsidiary of the Radio Corporation of America 
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Eastman Intends to 
Sew Up Neighborhoods 
In Rochester, N. Y., Section 


Buffalo, May 26. 

The Kodak King, or more prop- 
erly the “Eastman interests” whicn 
practically dominate the picture 
field in Rochester, plan to enlarge 
the scope of that control, following 
the merger of the Regorson Corpo- 
ration and the Schine Theatrical 
Enterprises. Both sides are reluc- 
tant to talk, and only one newspaper 
in the Flower City has dared to 
peep as to what it’s all about. 

The two corporations, Regorson, 
which operates the Regent and Pic- 
cadilly as second-string houses to 
the Eastman theatre, and the 
Schines, who control half a dozen 
neighborhood houses, are equal 
partners for the announced purpose 
ot “building, acquiring and operat- 
ing theatres in the city of Roch- 
ester.” 

Four of the Sthine houses, Riv- 
jera, Liberty, State and Webster, 
are modern neighborhoods erected 
within the past two years. These, 
it is understood, would come under 
the influence of the Regorson com- 
pany, headed by George W. Todd, 


Marco Says: 


I wish we 
had more sure- 
fire hits like 


RUBE 


“Czar of Rhythm” 


Master of Ceremonies 
at the Warfield, San 
Francisco 


who has represented George East- 
man in most of his large financial 
transactions in Rochester for 10 
years. 

The project, in brief, is to ac- 
quire a number of the better neigh- 
borhood houses in Rochester to pre- 
tect the Eastman theatre and pro- 
vide second-run outlets for first- 
run films shown at the downtown 
house, thus cutting the tremendous 
overhead at the Eastman. As soon 
as these houses were absorbed by 
the Eastman interests a change 
would come in the policy of stage 
presentations offered at the East- 
man by graduates, students and 
faculty members at the Eastman 
School of Music. 

It is desired to have larger facil- 
ities for actual stage tryouts by 
pupils of the music school than can 
be provided by the time limitations 
of the Eastman theatre programs, 
and at the same time give greater 
quality an@ variety at the Eastman. 
This would be possible by present- 
ing some of the less able performers 
at the small houses and allowing 
more discrimination at the East- 
man. 

New House Indie 

Todd, as well as being president 
of the Regorson Corporation, heads 
the’ Bangorge Corporation, which 
owns the property and building now 
under construction on it for the new 
Keith theatre in Clinton avenue 
north, Rochester. Which makes the 
situation pretty near a closed cor- 
poration. 

The new Rochester theatre, owned 
by Buffalo interests and the Feny- 
vessys of Rochester, is bucking the 
Eastman plenty. The gauntlet was 
thrown down when the Rochester 
got United Artists films away from 
the Eastman, and further compli- 
cated when Sunday vaude was tried 
at the Rochester. Then the Roch- 
ester theatre managers’ association, 
through its officers, and under the 
thumb of the Eastman interests, ac- 
cused A. A. Fenyvessy of breaking 
an agreement of the house man- 
agers’ group. Fenyvessy stopped 


For Return 


FANCHON and MARCO 


Present 


And His Revue 


West Coast Theatres 


BOX OFFICE TONIC 


KING 


Engagement 


the show and the next day with- 
drew from the association. 

The Rochester is getting the 
crowds, partly on the strength of its 
films and also because it plays Pan 
vaude. It may be the only theatre 
outside the monopoly in a little 
while, as Fay’s, Rochester, hasn’t 
been drawing since vaudeville was 
cut out, and may not reopen after 
the closing due to the $10,000 fire 
last week, 

Victoria, which formerly played 
pop vaude, later went to two sec- 
ond-run films, and finally closed for 
the summer. It is doubted if it will 
reopen as a@ movie house. 


HOUSES CLOSE 
OVER SUMMER 
DETROIT 


Kunskys Trying to Bal- 
ance Downtown Trade— 


Wired Wash. Shut 


Detroit, May 29. 

To balance downtown theatre 
business, in a very poor condition 
at the present time, the Kunsky of- 
fice contemplates darkening one 
house and changing the policies of 
two others. 

Adams, straight pictures (runs), 
gets the closing order, while the 
Madison, with a similar policy, will 
be converted to a grind with two, 
and possibly three, changes weekly. 
The State will drop its current 
presentations for straight films of 
the type now played at the Adams 
and Madison. This’ house is now 
being wired for talkers. The State 
may play nothing but talkers next 


season, especially after the new 
5,000-seat Fox, down the block, 
opens. 


The Adams will likely be placed 
on the market for vaudeville or 
legit. It is regarded as suitable for 


stage stuff of any class. 


Dark Downtown 


Another downtown theatre sched- 
uled to fold up for the summer is 
the Washington, destined to be 
supplanted by the new Fox as that 
company’s local stand. when the 
larger house opens in the fall. 
Closing of the Washington will 
probably be next week, with the 
house already scouting for a new 
tenant. Fox moved in originally on 
a 10-year lease at a rental of $45,000 
a year. A new lease, at an increase 
of $10,000, was signed on the advice 
of Alex Kempner and becomes ef- 
fective in August. The Washington 
is wired and has been using Movie- 
tone. 

With the Adams and Washington 
calling quits, the number of down- 
town theatres dark will shortly total 
seven. They are the Temple, New 
Detroit, Broadway Strand, Colonial, 
Majestic, Washington and Adams, 
besides three legit houses without 
advance bookings beyond two weeks. 


Hummel, F. N. Sales Mgr. 


H. S. Hummel] has been appointed 
sales manager of First Divisions. 

Hummel was formerly with the 
Pathe forces, 


11 Small Indies in L. A. Non-Union 
Because of High Union Scales 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

Close to a dozen of the smaller 
independent picture houses around 
Los Angeles have gone non-union 
within the past few months, claim- 
ing that business depression does 
not permit them to employ union 
labor at the scale agreed upon last 
September. 

The increase, it was said at that 


Movietone Talker Talks 


To Fox Conventions 


Showing its pictures first and 


.|talking to the salesmen is the rou- 


tine Fox is following for its New 
York and Chicago conventions. 
There were about 145 men in New 
York for the week’s meeting. 


Five pictures are being shown 
in each city, with William Fox, W. 
R. Sheehan and Jimmy Grainger 
having personally addressed the 
district managers and salesmen in 
separate groups here. 


A novelty was introduced by a 
five-reel Movietone subject brought 
on from the Coast by Sheehan in 
which Fox directors, players, au- 
thors and studio heads addressed 
the sales force. 

At the regional Chicago gather- 
ing (June 1-2) all district and 
branch managers, salesmen and 
bookers west of Chicago will be 
present. These will number abovt 
100, before whom the same five 
Movietone full length features will 
be screened. 


“Tempest” at Chinese 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

“Trail of ’98” will close at Grau- 
man’s Chinese June 24, making the 
seven weeks’ run of this picture 
the shortest in this house. 

It is understood that “The Temp- 
est,” with John Barrymore, will fol- 
low. 


time, might be responsible for the 
elimination of the smaller houses, 
It is reported that since the the« 
atres went non-union, as far as em- 
ployees were concerned, acid bombg 
of a very ‘destructive nature have 
been dropped in various parts of 
the theatre. 


The houses which have been the 
prey of the vitriol droppers are 
operated by S. Lazarus and Clare 
ence Robianek. The former oper- 
ates the Alhambra on Hill street 
near 7th in the heart of downtown 
and the Circle and Strand in the 
neighborhood districts, while Robia- 
nek has the Arlington and Rimpau, 

As the result of damage done by 
the acid droppers a special meeting 
of the Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
ers of Southern California was held, 
Glenn Harper, secretary, states the 
organization will pay $100 to any- 
one furnishing information leading 
to the apprehension of those who 
might try to damage the interior or 
exterior of theatres by throwing 
acd on furniture or bombs. 


Mr. Exhibitor: 


When you buy the prod- 
act for next season do not 
overlook any of the 


ALFRED 
GREEN 


PRODUCTIONS 
RELEASED BY FOX 


They are sure fire at the 
Box- office 


LEE BARTON EVANS 
| TENOR 
Engaged for Two Weeks at Marks Bros. 


Granada and Marbro 


Held Over for Four Weeks 
Thanks to MURRAY BLOOM 


WALTER 


“WORLD’S MASTER UNICYCLIST” 
with “Top o’ World,” a Publix Unit 


Direction: WILLIAM MORRIS—CHICAGO OFFICE 


NILSSON 


RICHARD 


“LIMBERLEGS” EDWARDS 


With “DANCING FEET,” a Publix Unit 
MAY 31 TO JUNE 7, INCLUSIVE—DENVER THEATRE, DENVER 
Direction: WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE 


THE ENVY OF ALL PRIMA DONNAS 


AMERICA’S MOST EXTRAORDINARY SINGING VOICE 


By Arrangement with MINNIE ELIZABETH WERSTER 


NOW THE PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 


Exclusive Management WM. MORRIS 
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Universal’s 1928-29 Headliners! 
Four Great Carl Laemmle Super Productions, 


The Man Who Laughs 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin 
Show Boat (:::.:.) 
Broadway 
7 Smashing Laemmle Specials 
The Foreign Legion The Michigan Kid 
Lonesome The Girl on the Barge 
Give and Take The Last Warning 


The Cohens and Kellys in Atlantic City 
4 Big-Money Dennys 

22 Universal Headliner Jewels 
Including 4 Laura La Plantes, 4 Glenn Tryons. 


8 Hoot Gibson Jewels 
a2 Five-Reel Western and 
Thrill Features 


Tarzan the Mighty 

and 4 Other Amazing Super Serials 

Complete Service Contract 
International Newsreel 


The Best Short Subjects in 
the World 
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--is the man who has 


something happy 


about. That’s Carl Laemmle. 


Laughing because Universal is sit- 


ting on top of the world! Laughing 
because Universal has the goods! 67 FEATURES! 
26 of ’em finished! Showing ’em to exhibitors. 


Twenty-six of ’em completed. Pictures you can see - - right 


NOW! Plays, stories, titles, casts, directors, PRODUCTION 
‘CLASS that you can see. SHOWMANSHIP that you can see. BOX: 


OFFICE thought in every single picture on the list that is so evident 


it fairly shouts! Shouts: YOU’VE GOT TO HAVE UNIVER- 
SAL THIS YEAR. Carl Laemmle made ’em. Spent hundreds 


of thousands of dollars to get the pick of the market 
in stories, plays, books, etc. Got them. Called for the 


best in every department. Got it. We know 
it. You know it. Everybody knows 


it. UNIVERSAL IS SITTING 
TOP THE WORLD. 


WONDER THIS 
MAN 
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“EVERY 


(1928-29 


SPECIALS 

SHOW PEOPLE 
Marion Davies 
William Haines 


THE CARNIVAL OF 


LIFE 
John Gilbert 
Greta Garbo 
THE LOVES OF 
CASANOVA 


LON CHANEY 


While the City Sleeps 


and 3 others 


3 GRETA GARBO 
Tiger Skin, Single 
Standard 
and 1 more 


4 WILLIAM HAINES 


Excess Baggage 
and 3 more 


LON 
CHANEY 


ORMA 
SHEARER 


CHARLEY 
CHASE 


3 MARION DAVIES 


Dumb Dora 
and 2 more 


old Braid 
and 1 more 


2 JOHN GILGERT 


The Devil’s Mask 


and 8 more 


Ballyboo 
and 3 more 


2 BUSTER KEATON 


The Camera Man 
and 1 more 


1 LILLIAN GISH 
The Wind 


‘BUSTER 
KEATON 


LAUREL- 
HARDY 


VARIETY 


2 RAMON NOVARRO 


NORMA SHEARER 


WILLIAM 
HAINES 


yet 


arent 


BAD 


4 DANE-ARTHUR 
‘Camping Out 
and 3 more 


3 CODY-PRINGLE 
The Baby Cyclone 
and 2 more 


2 FLASH 
The Amazing Dog Star 
in Grease Paint 
and I more 


Tim McCOY 


3 COSMOPOLITAN 

PRODUCTIONS 
Our Dancing 
Daughters 
Breakers Ahead 
Mothers and Sons 


MARION 
DAVIES 


McCOY 


RAMON 
NOVARRO 


DANE- 
ARTHUR 


As ame 


3 ELECTRIC-LIGHT 
HITS 
The Bellamy Trial 


The Wonder of Women 
The Bridge of San Luis Rey 


40 HAL ROACH 
COMEDIES 
10 OUR GANG 
to LAUREL-HARDY 
to CHARLEY CHASE 
40 ALL STAR 


1 M-G-M NEWS 


Twice Weekly 
6 M-G-M GREAT 
EVENTS 


Entirely in Technicolor 


26 M-G-M ODDITIES 


UFA worid-wide gems 


AN argument 
THAT every 


EXHIBITOR 
UNDERSTANDS— 
THAT every 
BOX-OFFICE 
APPRECIATES— 
THAT no 
COMPANY can 
OFFER you 
EXCEPT 
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| Union's Demands for Extra 


Operators Talkers Run 
Much More Money and Men 


Union demands for extra men and 
bigher wage scales in the operation 
pf talking equipment may make it 
impossible for hundreds of small 
theatres throughout the country to 
install sound projection. 

The scale for picture machine op- 
eratora on talking equipment will 
be from $15 to $20 a week more 
than the present scale for the regu- 

black and white operators. Even 
jn the smallest houses a minimum 
of one extra man in the booth will 
pe required, say the headquarters 
in New. York of the stage hands. 
The minimum operator wage scale 
is now $55 a week. The cost of the 
extra man will require a minimum 
additional expenditure of $80, a total 
of $135 for operators. 

In first run houses operating with 
talkers, the projection room crew 
reaches a salary expenditure of $900 
a week. There are six men regu- 
larly employed at $95 a week and 
three extra operators for the talker 
at $110 a week. Talking equip- 
ment in first runs will cost approxi- 

*mately $300 a week in salaries for 
the extra operators demanded by 
the union. 

{In the average sized theatre where 
two or three operators are now re- 
quired, the union will ask for the 
employment of two extra men at a 
salary of approximately $100 a week 
each, if the regular operators are 
averaging $80. 

Cost of operation for most houses 
planning to install talkers should 
average $10,000 a year more in sal- 
aries generally, since most of the 
houses concerned will require two 
extra operators, though salaries and 


HARRY 


MacDONALD 


M. C.-Conductor 


“PERSONALITY—PLUS” 
—“VARIETY” 
At the 


CAPITOL, DETROIT 


‘HERMIE’ KING 
M. of C. and Band Leader 


Direction FANCHON AND MARCO 


Now—SENATOR, SACRAMENTO 


CLARK 


FIERS 


The Boy Organist 
West Side Theatre and Station 
WGBI 


SCRANTON, PA. 


Master of Ceremonies 
WALT 
ROESNER 


CAPITOL, NEW YORK 


Lassiter Bros. 


Roamin’ with ‘Roman Nights’ 


Week May 28—U 
Week June &—Tivei™ } CHICAGO 


shifts vary in different localities, 
Fighting Demands 


Salary demands will have to be 
fought out separately in each terri- 
to:, and in each theatre. The union 
officials will hold out for the maxi- 
mum salary possible in each in- 
Stance and will bargain only where 
seating and drawing capacities are 
limited, union men say. The creed 
of the union men is to get all 
there is. 


To date, no separate division of 
operators on talking equipment has 
been established, despite the higher 
scale for these men. A _ separate 
classification may be necessary 
later. 


No schools are contemplated by 
the operators’ union to give men a 
knowledge of the new talking equip- 
ment, but union experts are sent to 
the Electrical Research Products 
offices and given necessary instruc- 
tion to those operators who are 
about to start work. In each lo- 
cality where an operator on talking 
equipment is required, union offi- 
cials will be sent to give practical 
instructions. 


15c Grind House With | 
M. C. and Stage Show 


Los Angeles,. May 29. 

California, recently leased by 
Morris Fitzer from West Coast 
Theatres, has put in stage presenta- 
tions and assigned Jack Klein to 
act as master of ceremonies. .The 
house operates on a grind with old 
pictures and carries only a 15c, top 
all the time. 

Kenton Franklin, formerly em- 
ployed in the Publix production de- 
partment in New York, is staging 
the shows, which are put on at 
minimum cost. Seating capacity, 
1,900. 


W. C. May Take 2 U’s 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

Universal is reported ready to 
sell two of its houses, one in North- 
west and the other in Middle West. 
Both houses, Columbia, Seattle, and 
one in St. Louis, have been offered 
to West Coast and Wesco. 

Offers have been made but are re- 
ported unsatis .ctory to the Laem- 
mle organization, which, however, 
expects the situation will be ironed 
out. 

A stipulation of the. Universal 
agreement is that the houses, when 
taken over, book a certain amount 
of the U product for the next two 
years. 


‘Excess,’ M-G-M’s Lead 
Los Angeles, May 29. 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer has com- 
pleted nine features for their 1928- 
29 program. “Excess Baggage,” di- 
rected by James Cruze, was select- 
ed to open the new season's releas- 
ing program. Others to follow and 
now completed are “Beau Broad- 
way,” “Baby Cyclone,” “The Dead- 
line,” “While the City Sleeps,” ‘Our 
Dancing Daughters,” “The Bush- 
ranger,” “The Bellamy Trial” and 
‘Show People.” 


Strand’s Talking Start 


The Mark Strand, New York, 
starts Saturday with Vitaphone, 
with “Tenderloin” and a Vita short 
subject as the talkers. Thereafter 
two Vitaphone shorts and one stage 
act will be played at the New York 
Strand. 

The Brooklyn Strand takes “Ten- 
derloin” the week after, June 9, and 
will play talking shorts spasmod- 
ically, adhering for the main to the 
Stanley stage units, which click bet- 
ter in Brooklyn than in New York. 


[TRAILERS SELL SEATS 
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NEW BEDFORD CLOSING 


Mill Hand Strike Ruining Empire in 
Massachusetts Town 


New Bedford, Mass., May 29. 

For the first time since it was 
opened some five years ago, under 
Paramount - Gordon arrangement, 
the Empire Theatre has closed, due 
in part to the strike of 30,000 tex- 
tile operatives in its seventh week. 

This 1,700-seat house was the 
first downtown one to feel the strike 
keenly. The closing came as some- 
what of a surprise and there was a 
rumor it would open for stock. 

Olympia, another Paramount 
house, slid off several weeks ago 
from vaude to presentations with 
films. Presentations failed to take 
hold and house has gone to straight 
films, leaving the city without 
vaude. The nearest approach is 
Vitaphone at the New Bedford and 
Movietone at the State. 

With many of the stores in the 
mill districts closed, theatre men do 
not wonder that the strike is hitting 
them a wallop. 


30 Days for “Minors” 


As a warning to East Side pic- 
ture theatre owners who persist in 
violating the law regarding the ad- 
mission of minors to their houses, 
Justices Healy, Direnzo and Mc- 
Inerney of Special Sessions sen- 
tenced Samuel Starr, 46, of 146 
Clinton street and Samuel Jacob- 
son, 45, of 145 Rutgers street, to 
30 days each in the Workhouse. 

Both had been convicted of ad- 
mitting children to the Rutgers 
theatre, 39 Rutgers street, of which 
they were in charge. 


Sam Trinz Retires 


Chicago, May 29. 

Sam Trinz, co-founder of the Lub- 
liner & Trinz circuit of picture the- 
atres, has retired from the show 
business, 

Balaban & Katz have taken over 
the interests of his circuit com- 
pletely. 

B. & K. took over the L. & T. 
houses two years ago, but Sam Trinz 
remained until the operation of his 
houses had been entirely absorbed 
by B. & K, 


—" 


e e 
Rogers’ Foreign Film 

Louis T. Rogers has acquired for 
over here the rights to a new pro- 
duction, “Everything for Money,” 
starring Emil Jannings. The pic- 
ture was edited by Elmer McGovern 
and is now being titled by Jack 
Conway (Variety). 

The screen story is by Hans 
Kraly, with Jannings in a light 
comedy role of a wealthy post-war 
Beef King. 


PAR’S “INTERFERENCE” 


Los Angeles, May 29. 
Paramount has started production 
on “Interference,” with Clive Brook, 
Evelyn Brent and William Powell 
in the cast. 
Lothar Mendes igs directing from 
a script by Doris Anderson. 


— — 


More FBO and Less Pathe Features 


If Film Producers Don't Merge 


An increase in the number of 
FBO features for next season, to 
meet the increased demands of the 
Keith Circuit and affiliations, was 
decided upon at the recent P. D. C.- 
Pathe and FBO convention in Chi- 
cago. 

With Joseph P. Kennedy and J. J. 
Murdock in control cf both picture 
producing organizations and Keith's, 
FBO will increase its product to 
supply the larger demand and dis- 
tribution. 

Pathe will reduce the number of 
features to 25, according to reports 
coming from the twin conventions. 
This will be exclusive of shorts, and 
marks a considerable decrease over 


Okla. Exhibs Favor Buying 
Foreign Films, in Meeting 


Tulsa, May 29. 

At the regional meeting of the 
M. P. T. O. of Oklahoma, resolu- 
tions were adopted recommending 
that exhibitors buy foreign films, 
subject to screening. It was also 
proposed to refuse to sign the new 
standard exhibition contract un- 
less clause one is eliminated be- 
cause, it is claimed, this clause 
constitutes an unfair trade practice. 

There is a possibility that the 
Oklahoma theatre owners may 
combine for the purchase of films 
under some leading independent, in 
order to put operation on a firmer 
basis, 


Jim Clark’s Rise 


Jim Clark is successor to Mel 
Shauer as manager of the Para- 
mount sales department, Clark, 


with Paramount for about six years 
in capacities starting at the bottom 
rung, is one of the youngest to ring 
the bell which will hold him respon- 
sible for approximately $2,500,000 
worth of biz yearly. 

Shauer vacated to become for- 
eign representative. He sailed Sat- 
urday with Jesse Lasky to relieve 
Al Kauffman, who will return with- 
in three weeks with Lasky as the 
latter’s assistant. 


Gray Will Settlement 


Lewiston, Me., May 29. 

Mrs. Monita Gray Lawton, 25, of 
Brooklyn, N. Y., daughter of the 
late William P. Gray, showman, has 
withdrawn her objection to her 
father’s will. Under the agreement, 
the daughter will receive an Annual 
income of about $3,750. 

The Gray estate was valued at 
about $500,000, with most of it ieft 
to various charities. A trust fund 
of $75,000 and $2,000 in cash was 
agreed to by Gray Nuns of St. 
Marie's General Hospital, Lewiston, 
residuary legatee. 


last season's output on the P. D. C.e 
Pathe lot. 


The annuoncement is interpreted 
by the trade as meaning the even- 
tual merging of the producing or- 
ganizations. The recent deal with 
DeMille whereby the director-pro- 
ducer will relinquish production 
supervision at P. D,. C. to Kennedy’g 
organization, although he will pro- 
duce two features yearly for Pathe 
distribution, will probably bring all 
FBO, P. D. C. and Pathe produc- 
tions under the supervision of Will- 
iam Le Baron, formerly eastern 
producer for Paramount, 

Le Baron is in New York, having 
journeyed east to confer with Ken- 
nedy and Murdock regarding pro- 
duction plans for FBO’s program 
for next season. It is believed that 
following the conferences Le Baron 
will be in charge of production at 
both studios and will be allowed 
much wider latitude than formerly, 


DeMille’s organization, which in- 
cludes Hector Turnbull and Ralph 
Block, will also be taken care of in 
the new plans, it is reported. Block, 
a former Paramount supervisor, 
worked under Le Baron at the Long 
Island studios, and went to Para- 
mount’s western studios along with 
Julian Johnson when the eastern 
studios closed. Subsequently he 
signed with DeMille and has turned 
out some excellent pictures, his 
latest being ‘‘Skyscraper.” 

Turnbullis another ex-Paramount 
supervisor who elected to cast his 
lot with DeMille. He has made an 
enviable record on the DeMille lot 
and would prove a valuable man 
for the new combine in view of the 
general belief that FBO will increase 
the quality of its product and turn 
out a more ambitious and artistie 
feature than formerly, 


TED MARKS 
(Formerly TIM MARKS) 
WHISTLING COMEDIAN 
Now West Coasting 
“Hello, B.B.B.” 


Direction 
WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


Michigan Vaude Mgrs. Ass’n 
Charlie MACK 


Booking the most extensive circuit 
of vaudeville and presentation the- 
atres between New York and Chicago 
Michigan Theatre Bldg. 
DETROIT 
Standard Acts, Write or Wire 
ASK ROXY LA ROCCO 


Two Painted Backings 
Two Incense Stands 


ness and lined with sateen. 

Screen, including two special appliqued panels. 
One Ground cloth of heavy duck, painted in dyes. 
One Sky border cyciorama. 
One Cyclorama of LUSTRE metal Gold cloth lined with sateen, size 24 ft, 

by 66 ft., with one-third fullness. 
One Special Fabric Drop, size 24 ft. by 48 ft., 50% fullness, lined with sateen, 
One Black Velour Drop, size 24 ft. by 48 ft. 
One Black Velour Border, size 9 ft. by 52 ft. 
Two Black Velour Legs, size 24 ft. by 8 ft. 


All of the above velours have one-third fullness. 


One pair Close-in Curtains, made of sport satin. 
One pair Screen or Title Curtains, made of Brilliant cloth, with 50% full- 
Black velour surroundings for Picture 


FOR SALE 


One Egyptian Setting Complete 


Two Real Jars 
Artificial Vines 


PUBLIX THEATRES CORPORATION 
Paramount Building - 


Price furnished upon request 


NEW YORK CITY 
Apply M. J. MULLIN 
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Another F. & R. House 


Closes in Minneapolis 


Minneapolis, May 29. 

Strand, fourth largest and most 
pretentious of the F. & R.-Publix 
loop houses, is the latest to follow 
in the footsteps of the 2,000-seat 
Garrick and close, for the time be- 
ing at least.. This is the first time 
it will not be open during the sum- 
mer. 
.The Strand is a 1,500-seater and 
has been using a “rur” policy with 
special productions for the most 


part. This season it has not been 
able to play any picture’ for 
longer than two consecutive weeks, 
and the number of features able to 
survive for a fortnight has been 
much smaller than ever before. It 
is located immediately adjoining the 
Garrick and across from.the 7th 
Street (Orpheum vaude-film house), 
on one of the loop side streets. 

With its closing only the 7th 
Street remains open in this block, 
und the latter’s patronage for the 
past two months has been next to 
zero. The 7th Street has had a two 
weeks’ notice posted for more than 
a month, but no date is yet an- 
nounced for closing. It never has 
oeen dark during past summers. 

F. & R. is turning the Garden 
theatre, perfectly located in the 
heart of the loop, into a store build- 
ing. It is a 600-seat house, erected 
and operated for a while by Uni- 
versal, which sold to F. & R. after 
losing a considerable sum. During 
the past few years it has been op- 
erated as a 15c. grind house, but 
‘his season was opened only occa- 
sionally for sensational sex pictures 
yn an outright rental basis. 


LOEW-STANLEY POOL 


Balto. Houses Together — Policies 
Arranged—Loew’s, Operator 


Baltimore, May 29. 

Loew's and Stanley Company have 
pooled their local theatres. This 
places the new Stanley with Loew’s 
Century and Valencia. Loew’s will 
operate. 

The Stanley becomes the de luxe 
picture house, Valencia will play 
the run pictures, and the Century’s 
policy is to be vaudfilm. 

It is looked upon as a good busi- 
ness arrangement for both parties. 


Mezzanine Lounge for 


Yenc * Portland Idea 


Portland, Ore., May 29. 

KRegular weekly policy of late 
evening dansants has been inaug- 
urated by the Broadway, West 
Coast’s leading house here, at the 
conclusion of the last stage show 
every Thursday night. The dansants 
start at 10:30 p. m., and are held 
in the spacious mezzanine lounge 
of the theatre. 

“Bring your dancing shoes Thurs- 
day night” is the slogan adopted by 
Manager Floyd Maxwell. No extra 
charge to patrons. It’s a stimulator 
for Thursday business, poorest day 
of the week. Dancing continues un- 
til midnight. 

Considerable success has greeted 
the initial venture. It will run all 
summer. 


Loew’s Takes U, B’klyn 


Universal’s Universal theatre, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., has been taken 
over for operation by Loew’s. 

It’s a 2,700-seater, playing vaude- 
film. The house opened about six 
months ago. 


Sapiro’s Competitors 
Offered Film by Distribs 


While the Independent Motion 


Picture Exhibitors Association 
(Sapiro), waiting before buying for 
next season, Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
and Paramount salesmen have been 
making the rounds offering product 
to competing indie houses in terri- 
tories where members of the I. M. 
P. E. A. are located. 

M-G-M and Par salesmen were 
last week reported making a deter- 
mined effort to sell, offering smaller 
houses pictures at more favorable 
terms. 

It seems the product of the com- 
panies with whom the independents 
in the Sapiro group wanted to make 
a deal, on whose account the latter 
were forced to combine, may be 
sold to the independents not in the 
Sapiro organization for priority .of 
run. 

Meanwhile, the delay of the Sapi- 
ro members in buying may hold 
up contracts until September, af- 
fecting also the independent film 
producers without a theatre outlet 
in New York territory. 


May Contest Fast Time 


Indianapolis, May 29. 


There is a possibility of legal pro- 
ceedings in an attempt to enjoin 
the enforcement of the daylight sav- 
ings measure, passed by the city 
council last week over the veto of 
the mayor. 

Upon its passage the mayor or- 
dered that fast time go into effect 
in all city departments. Whereupon 
the injunction talk became noised 
around. No action as yet has been 
filed. 


Preference 
Profits 


The theatre that stresses screen 
quality is well on the way to 
popular preference. And that 
preference means profits. 
Specify prints on Eastman Pos- 
itive—the film that preserves 
every bit of photographic quality 


for your screen. 


EKASTMAN KODAK COMPANY 


ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


~ 


Indie Exhibs and Indie Producers 
For Mutual Support, Says Kennedy 


By Jos. P. 


(PRESIDENT, FBO) 


Kennedy 


Independent producers are of the 
opinion that the independent exhib- 
itor should show preference to their 
product. 

Joseph P. Kennedy, president of 
FBO, supports this contention. He 
says: 

“The life-blood of the show busi- 
ness is novelty, daring, originality 
and independence. Each company 
turns out the best product of which 
it is capable. 

“Melodrama is our meat, but high- 
class melodrama. Concentrating on 
this type, we are able to give the 
exhibitor a superior type of produc- 
tion at a price that will enable nim 
to make money and draw all classes 
of patrons. 

“By assuring the independent ex- 
hibitor of a superior source of sup- 
ply we are not only securing his 
box office, but giving that spirit of 
independence to him that free him 
of all possible fear as to an adequate 
supply of business-getting features. 
“Having nothing to fear fror 
FBO as theatre owners or operators, 
exhibs are assured we are their 
friends, eager to see them make 
every possible last dollar out of 
every feature we turn out. 

“We can very justly urge that it 
is not only fair but practical for the 
inderendents to show FBO prefer- 
ence wherever such preference is 
possible. 

Prices 

“On the subject of price, it is w2il 
known that the independent exhib- 
itors try to hold down their prices 
with independent producers, Next 
season producers have expressed 
their determination to get more 
money for their product. The 
shrewd independent exhibitor, like 
the shrewd business man in every 
other line, realizes from costly ex- 
perience that he cannot get some- 
thing for nothing. He must have 
good ~rroduct to please his patrons, 
hold his own against competition 
and increase his patronage. He 
cannot do this with pictures which 
are inferior in grade. The public is 
too well educated, too film wise, to- 
day for that type of film. 

“Big stories are now at a pre-, 
mium. Good directors command 
liberal compensation, and first-class 
artists are drawing better salaries 
than ever before. If you will run 
over the rostc: of stars_signed up 
by FBO for coming FBO features 
you will find names like Ralph Ince, 
Chester Conklin, Clive Brooks, Irene 
Rich, Anna Q. Nilsson, Gertrude 
Olmstead, Jacqueline Logan, Fran- 
cis X. Bushman and Frankie Darro. 


Waste and Overhead 


“However, the exhibitor must 
make ample profits. How to bring 
him these superior productions 


without burdening him with ex- 
cessive overhead is the great ques- 
tion. Excessive overhead, I found 
on my entrance into the business, 
was purely and simply the inordi- 
nate waste of careless business ad- 
ministration. By applying the con- 
servative rules which governed the 
banking business, in which I had 
long been, to those departments 
where money was really being 
wasted and bringing the pressure to 
bear where it belonged on actual 
production ccests we succeeded in 
making superior productions at a 
cost this past season that enabled 
exhibitors ‘buying FBO product to 
make splendid profits. 

“Independent exhibitors, you will 
find, are enthusiastic over results 
with FBO pictures. It is in response 
to their demands, following personal 
contact and extensive trips by J. IL 
Schnitzer, Lee Marcus and myself, 
that FP~ has embarked on its very 
ambitious program of superior prod- 
uct for the coming season. And we 
anticipate no difficulties from ex- 
hibitors in obtaining that slight but 
necessary increase in rentals which 
will react to both the benefit of ex- 
hibitor and producer and industry 
in general.” 

‘It is widely recognized that the 
independent exhibitor, after paying 
high prices for film to the big fel- 
lows, tries to average his cost by 
cutting down on the independent 
producer. That has been a condi- 
tion that we, like other independent 
producers, have been obliged to 
meet in the past. After loading up 
on brand name pictures the exhib- 
itor would be inclined to look upon 
other product as just so many spot 
bookings. 


lines, cares little or nothing for 
brand names. It’s the picture that 
counts, 

“And when exhibitors found, ag 

with us, that, picture for picture, 
FBO productions did bigger busi. 
ness and made more money for them 
because they were what the public 
wanted, this situation speedily cor- 
rected itself as far as we were cons« 
corned, 
“We look for little or none of this 
type of price resistance on our com- 
ing product. Of 800 long features to 
bo released the coming year FBO 
steps out with a large percentage, 
The exhibitor knows he will make 
money on them. He is guided by 
past experience with FBO. Where 
the exhibitor starts ‘averaging’ is 
where the ‘average’ picture is 
brought to his attention. 

“Besides, there should be an in- 
stinctive sense of mutual support 
and producer. However, we are not 
basing our appeal to the exhibitor 
on sheer sentiment, though senti- 
r --t is a large factor in all tusi- 
nesses, - 

“We are basing our appeal on 
merit and merit only—the ability to 
give exhibitors the better of two 
breaks.” 


Indies and Keith’s 
With Features in N. Y. 


Just how the new Keith-Kennedy 
deal will affect the film bookings 
of the Keith houses is problematical, 

Independent producers are won- 
dering if they will continue to get 
the break at the New York Hippo- 
drome. The indies have been able 
to place their films with the Hipp 
on a $500 weekly basis. It has 
brought no end of independent prod- 
uct there. 

There is a belief that the new sea- 
son will find a new booking plan 
for the Hippodrome. 

It is not expected, though, to exe 
clude the indies’ product. 


Friend Out of Bktcy. 


Arthur S. Friend, attorney and 
showman, 145 West 86th street, New 


York, has been discharged from 
bankruptcy. 
Friend heads several theatrical 


realty enterprises and was a Fa- 
mous Players executive some years 
ago. 


West Coast Motion Picture 
Directory of Players, Direc- 
tors and Writers 


Titles by 


MALCOLM 
STUART 
BOYLAN 


FOX 


JOHN F. 
GOODRICH 


FREE 
LANCING 


JOHN WATERS 


DIRECTOR 
Leaving Paramount 
June 1 


— 


Ralph Parker 


Writer, Technical Advisor 
ORIENTAL 
SOUTH SEAS 
ALASKAN SETTINGS 


“But the public, in show business, 


regardless of what goes on in other 


72424 No, Van Ness St. 
HOLLYWOOD Ho. 7244 
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this time 
with the first the newsreel dramas 


“THE NEWS PARADE” 
now clicking at the 


ROXY THEATRE, 


The life of a newsreel cameraman always has been a “The News Parade” is the answer to our plea for bigger 
dramatic thing to this reviewer, and this week William and better pictures. ; 
Fox, who ought to know something about newsreels, is 
putting on a glorified account of the life of one of these After seeing Nick Stuart in the principal role, “he’ $, 
cameramen in “The News Parade,” the current film fare our weakness now.” If ali the local flappers don’t fall for 


his curly mop and flashing smile, then we don’t know 


at the Roxy. 
y our susceptible females. And Nick is very versatile. 


And it is just as thrilling as we hoped it would be. In- 
deed, there’s one part of it which is so thrilling that we “The News Parade’ ought to form a big parade 
felt the emotion at the pit of our stomach and wished wherever shown. Y—The Morning Telegraph 
that the cameraman wouldn’t insist upon hanging over, 
the edge of the skyscraper roof. #__w_ y, Evening World 


We don’t believe the camera man has ever been glorifi ed 


“The News Parade,” is a good comedy in which Nick, in pictures before the Fox outfit set to making this one) , 
Stuart stands out as a lively, likable star who will be 
popular with both sexes. The humor in the picture is’ Of course, since the inception of “The News Parade,” ( 
smooth. . The scenic shots in New York and Lake Placid which co-stars Nick Stuart, Sally Phipps and Brandon 
are extremely effective. A special thrill is provided when Hurst, such celebs as Bebe Daniels and Buster Keaton 
Nick dangles by one hand from the top of a skyscraper./ have begurf movies with. newsreel photographer charac; 
*_N. Y. Daily Mirror ters featured. - ‘N.Y, Sunday News 
presentation 
with 


NICK STUART SALLY PHIPPS 
BRANDON HURST EARLE FOXE 


Story by William Conseiman and David Butler 
Scenario by Burnet Hershey Technical Editor, Russell Muth Titles by Malcolm Stuart Boylan 


Directed by 


DAVID BUTLER 


at New York City, Lake Placid, Palm Beach, 
Havana and Hollywood 


FOX SETS THE PACE FOR THE INDUSTRY 


| 
| 
Bs 
| 
| 
; = 
‘ 4 


| 
za VARIETY Wednesday, May 30, 1928 
67th flyer 
tl 
cross the 
| 
< 
é 
P 
t 
a 
6 
tl 
n 
@ The other 66 were good enough flyers. But Lindbergh got the crowds. Why? Personality that appealed to the 
modern public. S. R. O. wherever he turned. It’s the same with pictures. @ 66 good pictures get only a passing nod. r 
The 67th picture knocks box-office records for a row. Everybody wants to see it. You find good pictures in other 
companies’ annouucements for 1928-9; you find the 67th type of good picture and star in large quantity, exclusively in 
Paramount’s Whole-Show Program. @ “Wings,” now released with the same sound effects that has made it the road u 
show sensation of the business. Von Stroheim’s “The Wedding March,” with sound and Technicolor. “Dirigible,” giant F 
special from the director and aythor of “Wings.” Emil Janning’s “The Patriot,” also synchronized, the classic of the 
ages. Harold Lloyd. Clara Bow, to whom 35,000 fans write monthly. Dix in “Redskin” (remember “Vanishing 
American”) and other specials; Bancroft, Daniels, Ralston, Charles Rogers (new idol of the millions) and more, = 
more, more. @ Stars and pictures that stand out like Lindberghs above the mass of other product. + + + + + « 
| PARAMOUNT’S WHOLE-SHOW PROGRAM L 
Specials | Star Hits 
i Wines — 3 Richard Dix 1 Model of Montmartre 
nterlerence 4 Geo. Bancroft Shorts 
E Harold Lloyd The Letter 4 Bebe Daniels 104P tN 
March Tahiti Nights (tent) Ralston 8 
Dirigible Perfumed Trap 3 Con 8 Dooley Comedies 
The Patriot Soubrette 8 “Macduff”? Comedies 
; . 2 Florence Vidor 8 “Confessions of a Chorus 
4 wed Wolf Song 4 Chas. Rogers 
J 2 Richard Dix Man I Love 3 Taylor-Hall 12 Great Stars and Authors be 
2 Emil Jannings Hard Boiled Angel Menjou ae 
ane Grey nkwell Imps 
1 Thomas Meighan 2 Horton Comedies 
4 Beggars of Life Behind German Lines 2 MacLean-Christie Extra! Byrd’s Flight to 
— The Tong War Upstart Gentleman 1 Sir Harry Lauder the South Pole 
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Marks Bros. Exploitation and 
Money Turn Houses to Heavy Profit 


Change Mind About Selling Marbro and Granada, 
Chicago—Won’t Consider Offers Now 


Chicago, May 29. 

The two Marks Bros. houses, 
Marbro and Granada, are probably 
the only de luxe picture theatres in 
Chicago doing more business now 
than they did a year ago. 

This is surprising to local show 
people because until recently Marks 

* Bros. were reported willing to dis- 
pose of the houses to any chain 
making a suitable offer. Now the 
Marks boys refuse to even con- 
sider an offer. 

This sudden switching to heavy 
profits was brought about through 
a campaign carefully planned by 
the Marks Bros. They started by 
booking show headliners into their 
stageband presentations and publi- 
cizing them extensively. It caused 
considerable stimulus to trade and 
the Marks boys packed a heavy ad- 
vertising campaign for “The Jazz 
Singer” right on top of it. Then 
“Tenderloin,” another Vita- 
phone release. ’ 

With their screen programs being 
talked about, the brothers reverted 
again to concentration on stage 
shows, booking in more show head- 
liners and not afraid to give them 
the works on advertising expendi- 
tures. 

Big Grosses 

The result has been one of the 

most sudden and sensational spurts 


PERSONAL 


RITA LE ROY 


Please write to 


Capt. NYLANDER 
Palos Verdes Hotel, San Pedro, Calif. 


ARLINE 


LANGAN 


ORIGINATOR OF THE MONOPEDIC 
DANCE 


4th Consecutive Year with 
Fanchop and Marco 


HELENE HUGHES 
ROY SMOOT 


Featured with 
FANCHON and MARCO 


“THE HALF-PINT OF BLUES” 


NORA 


SCHILLER 


Headlining for Fanchon and Marco 
indefinitely 


ENGLAND 


CHINESE BLUES SINGER 

SECOND CONSECUTIVE YEAR 

WITH FANCHON AND MARCO 
Thanks to Harry Wallin 


- 


in grosses ever witnessed in this 
city. The Marbro and Granada 
have become widely discussed for 
their stage and screen programs, 
although the Marks conserved ex- 
penses by pushing the stage and 
screen at separate times. 

A fiy has waded into the ointment 
with a report that Benny Meroff, 
their ace m. c., and an important 
factor in building up the business, 
is about to leave for a west coast 
engagement. Meroff is said to have 
a 90-day clause in his contract and 
is believed to have already given 
notice. 


West Coast Closing 
3 Coast Houses; 


Two Publix-Owned 


Los Angeles, May 29. 


Due to a scarcity of first-run pic- 
tures, three houses operated by 
West Coast Theatres Circuit in 
California will close June 6. Two 
are being operated jointly with 
Publix, which owns the houses. 


The Million Dollar, Los Angeles, 
which opened seven years ago as 
a first-run house operated by Sid 
Grauman and was later turned into 
a long run, ends its career with the 
completion of the run of “The 
Street of Sin.” The house may be 
reopened by West Coast with a mu- 
ical tab or vaudfilm policy at a 
scale around 30c top. 

The Million Dollar has. been out 
of bounds for the past year and 
though many good box office pic- 
tures have played the house returns 
have been negligible. With the 
opening of the United Artists and 
other houses in the downtown sec- 
tion, trade practically drifted away 
from this house. Neighborhood 
looks right for the cheaper policy. 

In San Francisco, the California, 
Publix owned, will close. It was 
one of the old Rothchild houses and 
at one time the biggest money 
maker in San Francisco. 

It is claimed there is not an ade- 
quate quantity of long-run pictures 
available to supply the theatre 
with a profit. Publix may lease this 
house to an independent exhibitor. 

In Oakland, the American, also 
long-run policy, scheduled to close 
for the summer, or until next sea- 
son’s production warrants a long- 
run method of operation. 


“Godless Girl” in Sept. 


DeMille’s “Godless Girl’ will open 
at the Gaiety, New York, at the $2 
scale around Labor Day. 

Cecil B. DeMille is now reported 
cutting the picture while taking a 
yachting cruise in the Pacific. 

Jack Flinn, for P. D. C.-Pathe, 
will have charge of “The Godless 
Girl,” as he has of P. D. C.’s “The 
King of Kings.” 


FRANK 


BERNARD and RICH 


“INTERNATIONAL DANCERS” 


Featured with Publix Unit 
“TICK-TOCK”’ 


METROPOLITAN, LOS ANGELES 
WEEK OF JUNE 9 


MARION 


| placing 


| ganist, 


Bankers Dig $200,000 
To Operate Cooney Circuit 


Chicago, May 29. 

At a meeting of 2,000 stockholders ' 
in the Capitol theatre May 27, Bar- | 
rett & Co., Philadelphia bankers, 
agreed to advance $200,000 for oper- 
ation of National Playhouses, Inc., 
on which they floated a $2,500,000 
bond issue last year. 

This advance carried a _ stipula- 
tion that if the stockholders can 
raise $300,000 within 30 days they 
may take over the 10 theatres and 
appoint their own executives. 

If the stockholders are unable to 
raise that amount it is probable 
that C. H. Walker, representative 
of Barrett, will take over the 
houses for operation with Martin 
McNally, important stockholder, and 
Cotter of the circuit’s original ex- 
ecutive staff. 

Ben and Jack Cooney, who found- 
ed the chain as Cooney Bros. Cir- 
cuit, have been aired with most of 
their original staff. In a statement 
made to all stockholders recently 
Walker revealed that auditors had 
found the company with underlying 
mortgages on their Capitol and 
Stratford theatres agregating $1,- 
290,000, and withinterest charges 
on fundec debts approximately 
$250,000. Annual prepayments are 
$155,000, and other debts total $190,- 
000. 

To meet these debts the circuit 
had $3,000 cash on hand before the 
Barrett advance was made. 

If the stockholders raise $300,000 
and take over the theatres from 
Barrett, it is reported they will 
bring in S. J. Gregory to head the 
circuit. Gregory is an important 
stockholder and also claims he has 
an option to purchase the circuit. 
He has been engaged in theatre 
operation locally for some years, 

National Playhouses, Inc., consists 
of 10 picture houses in Chicago, 
three with stageband policy. They 
are the Capitol, Avalon, Stratford, 
West Englewood, Highland, Jeffery, 
Cosmo, Chatham, Grove and Colony. 


SUBTITUTES FOR 
ORCHESTRA 
STRIKING 


Trouble With Theatre 
Owners Expected 
in Fall 


Musicians’ unions difficulties with 
picture exhibitors may be an added 


windfall] for the pop priced disk 
talkers. With the A. F. M. in con- 
vention in Louisville, and a war 


chest for strike purposes being pro- 
moted, an anticipated break by 
movie musicians is almost in- 
evitable when various contracts ex- 
pire in the fall. 


The circuit exhibitors are trying 
out non-synchronous musical ac- 
companiments in preparation of a 
musical strike. These are phono- 
graph disk players working on al- 
ternate turntables and capable of 
toning down and fading out into 
a succession of musical themes, like 
the average pit orchestra operates. 

The Victor Talking Machine Co. 
has prepared an extensive library 
of these filmmusic themes for the 


express purpose of mechanically re- 
the musicians in the/} 
smaller houses. | 
Combined with this, a stage band 
policy and m.c., with the usual or- 
is counted on by circuit 
theatre operators to adequately re- 
place pit orchestras in a crisis. 


Schwartz-Calderone Deal 


A recent deal gives the A. H. | 
Schwartz L. I. cireuit operation of | 
the three Calderone picture houses | 
on Long Island. | 
Calderone operated at Valley | 
Stream, Lynbrook and Glen Cove. 
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Banking Interests Again Take 


Up Molding Independent Exhibitors 
Into One Big Holding N.Y. Chain 


Unnamed downtown New York 
banking interests are again con- 
cerning themselves with the pro- 
posal to mould a selected number 
of Greater New York independent 
exhibitors into one chain. 

A system has been advanced this 
time for the financiers to take over 
leases and avoid buying fee simple 
property, also paying for good will 
on basis of profit and making a 


House Dark as 


Publix Answer 
To Wage Burden 


A. H. Blank, head of the Blank 
circuit, is in New York to discuss 
with Sam Katz the closing of the 
Riviera, Omaha, Puhlix $2,000,000 
theatre, which has been open only a 
little over a year. 

The Riviera, from. reports, has 
been losing over $5,000 a week. Pan- 
tages and Orpheum houses, also 
3,500-seaters in Omaha, have also 
been badly hit, with the Orpheum 
house going into the red the heavi- 
est. 

The closing of the Riviera por- 
tends a sweeping movement which 
will include every Publix theatre in 
the west which is unprofitable and 


may affect all Publix houses gen- 
erally. 


In addition to over-seating and 
unfavorable economic conditions 
prevailing in the West it has been 
impossible, in the case of the 
Riviera, to withstand the tremen- 
dous cost of operation which has 
arisen through high wage demands 
of musicians, stage hands and ma- 
chine operators. 

At the Riviera the high salarieg 
received by the operators incited 
general dissatisfaction among the 
other workers in the theatre, each 
group figuring itself as capable and 
as necessary as the operators and 
demanding more money. 

Publix may adopt a policy’ that 
wherever Publix houses cannot 
make a deal for labor which will 
allow the houses to exist, those 
houses will be closed. 

The need of special operators for 
talkers, with additional union men 
at higher salaries as union demand- 
ed, may be another important con- 
sideration. 

In Omaha several attempts have 
been made to get the Pantages, 
Orpheum and Publix houses to- 
gether to operate under a non- 
competitive basis. In every instance 
one of the parties balked. 


Patterson for Par, South 
Willard C. Patterson last week 
assumeu charge of the Paramount 
offices in Atlanta. 
His assignment is the general 
management of the district directed 
from that southern point. 


, substantial advance deposit against 


rental on the leases, 

This plan is reported to have met 
with the approval of the bankers 
as a means of saving the invest- 
ment of a considerable’ larger 
amount were the fee simple proper- 
ties purchased. It also retains the 
owner-exhibs as operators in inter- 
est and is believed to be a better all 
around working arrangement. 

So far it is claimed 70 of the 
choicest indie exhib houses in the 
greater city have been temporarily 
secured, with the goal of 100 set. 
In the present 70 are several exhibs 
now alligned with the Sapiro or- 
ganization. The new deal, if going 
through, is expected to make a nice 
tie-in with the Sapiro buying move- 
ment, without either conflicting. 

The economical end for operation 
has impressed the bankers, who are 
seeking a general manager. One of 
the New York exhibs not yet join- 
ing the banking project has been 
approached for that post. 

A similar proposition a couple of 
years ago in New York fell down 
through the volley of appraisals of 
the many properties involved and 
subsequent counter-negotiations. 
“veryone tired before the deal could 
be consummated. 

If the movement underfoot goes 
forward it will be accomplished 
during the summer, 


AURIOLE 


CRAVEN 


Featured in 


“DANCING FEET” 


Now 
RIVIERA THEATRE, OMAHA, Neb. 


“MITEY” 


ANN LEAF 


AT THE WURLITZER 
BOULEVARD, LOS ANGELES 


JOHN and HARRIET 


GRIFFITH 


Dancing Specialties Pius Personality 
Appreciation to Fanchon and Marco 


MILLER 


SONGS PLUS PERSONALITY 


In “Diving Venus” Idea, with Thanks 
to Fanchon and Marco 


BiL_LY 


Watch JAY MACK 


Was offered and refused a three year 


route selling aluminum ware 


Now (May 26) appearing four times daily at Earle, Washington, D. 
nine times daily at Thompson's Buffet 


The Broadminded Bey from Broadway 


“IDEAL” MASTER OF CEREMONIES 
Agented by SAMUELS MUSICAL BUREAU 


C., and 


CLAIR 


WATCH 
FOR 


DENO 


Appearing With Two Regular Chaps, Sammy 


and ROCHELLE 


Cohen and Jack Pennick, in a New Production, “PLASTERED IN PARIS” 
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PICTURES 


BRITISH FILM FIELD 


(Continued from page 6) 
tropolis’; Mary Murillo, scenarist 
from Hollywood. 

He will, he says, make quota pic- 
tures. 

On the matter of this “British 
quota” business, Liane Haid, Ger- 
man star, is coming here to play in 
quota films for Pathe-First National. 

The association with United Ar- 
tists has again been re-connected, 
and the Ingram pictures made by 
Blattner are to get world distribu- 
tion through the U. A. with the title 
of the Ludwig Blattner Picture Corp. 
a company has been registered with 
a capital of $1,250,000, and a public 
flotation is due May 21. 

Other Issues 
About May 23 a company with the 


title of British and Foreign Films, 
Ltd., goes to ihe public for $1,750,- 
000 in $1 shares. 
Wilson is on the board of directors, 
and the prospectus says they arc 
acquiring four distributing «nd pro- 
ducing companies aad the stock of a 
German producing and distributing 
concern. So they say, and they 
ought to know. Norman Wright, at 
one time owner of the “Film Renter” 
and once representing Ufa here, is 
said to be connected with this flota- 
tion. Which is some asset, all right. 
Anglo-Continental Combines 


There is, I understand, a growing 
feeling in America that combines 
are being formed with British, Ger- 
man, French and Italian producer- 
distributors having as their vubject 
the shutting out of American pic- 
tures. While the effect is being pro- 
duced as a result of these combines, 
it is not their aim, nor are they in 
any way concerned with any anti- 
American schemes. 

The existing situation, forecast as 
far back as last September in this 
department, is certainly one in 
which the American share, not only 
of the British market but also of the 
Continental, is shrinking. There 
are many causes; in part it is the 
natural result of a commercial de- 
velopment which, despite my def- 
inite 
business, and the reasons for the 
fall, the film business of Amer’ca 
has made no effort to march with. 
Seven months ago it was plain 
that the tendency here to scueeze 
out small independent American 
product in favor of cheap Contin- 
ental films, as well as the increase 
in the number of British films, was 
having an effect on America’s pro- 
portion of this market. Variety 
gave figures showing how that 
American percentage had fallen 
from nearly 90 to under 75 per cent. 
of the totai gross of distribution 
here, and further estimated, from 
known. details of coming British 
production schedules, what the fur- 
ther fall was likely to be. 

But despite the obviousness of the 
situation, the two things which were 
most calculated to stop the fall were 
left undone. One was to give or 
make some kind of outlet in Amer- 
ica for British pictures. A little 
give and take—even if it has meant 
rather more give than take—would 
have gone a long way, and the big- 
ger British producing-distributing 
combines now dominating the mar- 


ket here would have been only too 


PHYLLIS RAE 


SENSATIONAL DANSEUSE 


From BEATRICE LiLLIE’S “SHE’S MY BABY” Company 


Appearing in Balaban & Katz Wonder Houses in Chicago 
Picture House Bookings by WILLIAM MORRIS’ Chicago Office 


Opening in August in a New Dillingham Production 


Sir Charles H.! 


figures of falling American; 


glad to have made American alli- 
apces instead of Continental. 


| But they were faced with the 
same old Big Boss attitude, and, 
some other markets than the home 
being vital if they were going to go 
ahead, they made their alliance with 
Germany, France and other Euro- 
pean markets where they could get 
an outlet. In many cases the out- 
let they have got there gives them 
about 40 per cent. of their negative 
cost. 

Taking a number of Continental 
films on a percentage basis as part 
of a deal to get their own product 
into the Continental markets suits 
them very well. All they need to do— 
and have done—is to drop handling 
independent American product, and 
make up their release programs 
from their own stuff and Continental 
pictures. Having a big theatre out- 
let of their own, they can take care 
of the first runs on most of the stuff 
they handle, so why, they argue, 
should they worry about product 
from a country which won’t do any 
business with them except sell to 
them? 

Exactly the same process operates 
on the Continent. There is no ques- 
tion, and never has been, of amal- 
gamations directed against America. 
It is simply a matter of people trad- 
ins; together because they can do 
mutual business instead of having 
always to buy and never sell. 

The Big Stick 

Thus the Big Stick state of mind 
has driven the more powerful Brit- 
ish and Continental corporations 
into each others’ arms, not because 
they are against America, but be- 
cause they have found by experience 
that America is against them. They 
want a share of their own markets 
and a tiny bit of the foreign, if they 
can get it, and with that as a com- 
mon bond of union they have joined 
forces. If that results—and it has 
already resulted and will increas- 
ingly so result—in America losing 
part of her monopoly of the film 
business here, it is sheer lack of 
foresight, deficient psychology and 
absence of give-and-take which has 
caused it. 

Certainly it is not the outcome of 
any desire to get together to shut 
American films out. The public pre- 
fers them, on the whole, and they 
are still, taken by and large, the 
most efficiently-manufactured enter- 
tainment. But even the big organ- 
izations still put their films out here 
in an offensively national form, espe- 
cially as to editing and titling, re- 
fusing to realize that we are a for- 
eign nation, even though we do, on 
paper, speak the same language, 

If they could only grasp how much 
outside opposition they create by 
forcing American editions of pic- 
tures here, they would understand 
how they jeopardize a million dol- 
lars a year to save a couple of thou- 
sand. 


Chain Promotion Flop 
i’. N. Clements and R. P. Fitz- 
gerald, two city brokers who were 
lining up a picture theatre circuit 
under the title of London & Prov- 


— 


inces Picture Houses, have dropped 
the project and some $60,000 deposit 
money on houses for which deals 
were never closed. J. Rothstein, 
who owns several theatres in East 
London, pulled out, the theatre 
brokers handling the deals—Clem- 
ent, Blake & Day—could not get ac- 
tion from the financial end and got 
sick of the business, and the flota- 
tion to form a small-time rival to 
P. C. T. and Denman is through. 
Production to Date 

Having finished “Chick” and being 
half-way through “The Ringer,” 
British Lion Co. has scheduled two 
more Edgar Wallace stories, “The 
Forger”’ and “Three Just Men,” for 
immediate production. 

Ufa of Berlin and Gaumont-British 
Co. (handling this season’s and on 
Ufa product here) have come to a 
working agreement for the inter- 
change of artists. First to go is 
John Stuart, who is playing at Ba- 
belsberg juvenile lead in “The Ship 
of Seven Seas.” This writer gave 
Stuart his first big part three years 
ago with Emelka in Munich, where 
he was sent for one film and stayed 
for four. 

George Pearson, original director 
of Betty Balfour and maker of the 


Lauder film, “Huntingtower,” for 
Famous, is starting for the 
new Welsh-Pearson-Elder Co. on 


“A Girl of Today,” making exteriors 
in Spain and studio stuff at the 
Stoll plant at Cricklewood. 

Norman Kerry has been signed by 
Herbert Wilcox to play the lead in 
Hall Caine’s “The Bondman,” with 
T. Hays Hunter directing. 


Vice David Rossheim 
William A. Bach has been ap- 
pointed general manager of First 
National-Pathe, and replaces David 
Rossheim, whose contract expired 
about the time the fusion of the 
two companies took place. Bach is 
a Canadian, who has been sales 
manager for First National here 
since the fall of 1926, and was for- 
merly in charge of the First Na- 
tional Toronto office. 

Rossheim leaves for New York, 
where he goes into the First Na- 
tional office in a capacity as yet not 
announced. He is the father of Ir- 
ving D. Rossheim, president of the 
Stanley Company. 
Olcott’s Grievance 

Sidney Olcott is at outs with 
British Lion Company. He came 
here on a contract which entitled 
him te make Sidney Olcott Produc- 
tions, in which all facilities essen- 


— 


tial to the making of super-produe. 
tions were to be provided. Olcott 
was offered the Edgar Wallace story 
“The Ringer.” He could not see it 
as other than a program film, and 
said so. Mary Murillo did a script, 
several other people did scripts, ang 
the total result was materia! fine for 
a serial photoplay, but, according tg 
Olcott, nothing which any routine 
director could not do, and nothing 
which would make a super film or a 
big box office- money production, 
Getting no further, Olcott has issued 
a writ claiming British Lion hag 
breached his contract, and also for 
balance of salary and other paye 
ments due from the company. 


Ask the Man 
Who Played It! 


- Still Going Big!! 


SEND US YOUR 
OPEN TIME 
PERCENTAGE ONLY 


The 


Special Reels for ? 


WOMEN ONLY 


Special Reel for 


MEN ONLY 


SAMUEL CUMMINS 
Public Welfare Pictures Corp. 
723 Seventh Ave., New York City 


JOHN 


Week May 27—Norshore, Chicago 
Week June 10—Harding, Chicago 
Week June 30—Circle, Indianapolis 


SANNA and WALLACE 


“SENSATIONAL ADAGIO TEAM” 
with JACK LAUGHLIN’S 
“TOP O’ THE WORLD” Unit 
WEEK MAY 20—ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


EARLYNE 


Week June 3—Senate, Chicago 
Week June 23—Capitol, Detroit 
Week July 7—Missouri, St. Louis 


to the 


WORD THANKS 
MARKS BROTHERS 


for having made my two weeks so pleasant in Chicago at their 


GRANADA and MARBRO 


which I consider the World’s Greatest Theatres 


FRISC 


THE ZIEGFELD STAR 


Not Forgetting CHARLES KALEY and MURRAY BLOOM 
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PERMANENTLY 

THE PARAMOUNT THEATRE, 

(A PUBLIX THEATRE) 


% EXCERPTS OF THE PRESS x 


“He came, they saw, he conquered”... .after seelng Ash put his orchestra and performers through their various paces one can readily understand his popularity 
«...Judging from the ovation he received here on his entrance, his individual numbers and at the finale of the show, he will be a welcome attraction on Broadway for a long 


* 

® time to come.—-H. D. S., Morning Telegraph. 

He’s a great master of ceremonies and we’re for him.—lIrene Thirer, Daily News. 
Most of the imitative orchestra leaders at the New York picture palaces have been stealing his stuff and not doing it very well,...He does all the things that the 

& 


film theatre jazz leaders have been doing for two years, and yet he does them so much more pleasingly, so much more skillfully, and with such a Superior degree of confi- 
dence that it is hereby fondly hoped that he will win here something of the success that he deserves.—Richard Watts, Jr., Herald-Tribune, 


If any complimentary wreaths are to be given, mail them to the Paramount Revue, in care of Paul Ash.—Morning World. 


He wins the audience and gives everybody a mighty good time. You'll like him.—Bland Johaneson, Daily Mirror. 
Even before the newcomer had shown. his face Saturday, every inch of the Paramount was jammed....Those throngs desired to see and hear Paul Ash and none other 
++..and so they are jamming into the Paramount.—George Gerhard, Evening World. 
A packed New York house greeted Chicago’s “genial giant of jazz’ with extreme cordiality....Mr. Ash may run for years and years, like “‘Abie’s Irish Rose” or the 
Civil War.—New York Evening Post. 
In spite of the fact that Chicago found Paul Ash to its liking, he turns out to be a first-class entertainer, a personable sort of fellow who knows his musical onions, 
and who's comparatively free from the roguishness which is the curse of the average popular New York orchestra conductor.—Robert Garland, New York Evening Telegram. 


He passed out no lollipops and bandied no crevices with the first row, evidently feeling his way along, and he announced the acts with great reserve and modesty. 
Mr. Paul Ash’s one exploit of note came in conjunction with the stage band....Beneath his meaningful beat the boys showed improvement far up in the per cents. They 
played Gershwin’s ‘“‘The Man I Love” splendidly. Incidentally, Mr. Paul Ash is one of those gentlemen who conduct with their knees and hair. The latter is copious 
and adrift in the whirlwind of Mr. Ash’s art....Once he gets used to the Times Square he will no doubt increase and multiply.—Leonard Hall, New York Evening Telegram. 


Ash—the Chicago jazz impresario, who, one is told, tied the Loop in a knot—is a good orchestra leader as well as a good showman, and he waves his baton as skill- 
fully as he does his hair. As master of ceremonies he dominates the stage show, which consists of the usual variety of orchestral selections, songs, dances, acrobatic num- 
bers and glittering back drops.—Rose Pelswick, New York Evening Journal. 

The main interest at the Paramount is the transplanting of the Chicago band leader, Paul Ash, who is said to have created more of a stir in the Loop than either Mary 
Garden, Lindbergh or Roxy Hart. He is said to have started the current idea of a musical master of ceremonies in photoplay houses—and, well, now you have the source in 
your own home town, so you may make the best of it by seeing Mr. Ash in person.—John S. Cohen, Jr., New York Evening Sun. 


Ash will grow on the Paramount trade. He’s probably taking it slow and easy at first. At the 
finale of the stage show, and to very substantial applause, Ash took the final bow with the company 
and let it go at that. He could easily have taken or stolen two or more had he wished to jockey the 
applause. His manner is easy and in keeping with his ways, both apparently finding favor, while 
his comment, whether straight or flip, was reserved, not overdone, and always just enough.—Variety. 
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UPON A 


ae 
HAPPINESS 
AHEAD 


+ Business is bound to be rotten | 
in summer.— So I’ve booked cheap- 


er pictures to cut my expense!” 


ever in all your years in show busi- ¢ 


ness have you been able to offer your patrons j- 
sO many new attractions like these in summer! 


from Colleen Moore 
VHappiness AHEAD’—An entircly different 
Colleen in a different kind of part—With 
Edmund’ Lowe. 

On, Kay!"—From the famous musical com- 
edy. 
¢ 

3 Specials 

HE Goop-ByE Kiss” — 9-reel comedy — ro- 
mance personally directed by Mack Sennett. 
With 3 new Sennett star finds — Johnny 
Burke, Sally Eilers and Matty Kemp. 
THE BaRKER”—With Mitton Sits, Dor- 

OTHY MACKAILL and Betty Compson—A 
George Fitzmaurice Production, from a fa- 

,mous Broadway success. 

Patent LeaTHER Km” — RICHARD 
BaRTHELMESS in the most sensational money 
picture of the year. An Alfred Santell pro- 
duction. ¢ 


3 from Richard Barthelmess 


WHEEL OF CHANCE”——An Alfred San- 
tell Production. Gripping drama of twin 
brothers and a woman. Written by celebrat- 
ed Fannie Hurst. 


Our OF THE Ruins”—From the powerful 
story by Sir Phillip Gibbs. 


¢ 
_2 from Charlie Murray 
\VAMPING VENUS’—With Louise 


JTHELMA Topp and a galaxy of other beauties. 


HE HEAD MAN’—Timely political satire 
with Charlie striking a new note of pathos 
beneath the rousing comedy. 

.¢ 
2 from Mary Astor-Lloyd Hughes 


VTHREE-RING MARRIAGE’—A tanbark triangle 
in which all the strange folk of the circus take 
‘a hand. 


‘Heart To HeaRtT’—With Louise Fazenda, 
Thelma Todd. 


1 from Billie Dove 


“THE YELLOW Lity’—Sensational business at 


the Michigan, Detroit. 
_1 from Milton Sills 
“THe Hawk's Nest” — Underworld {drama 
with suspense that holds till the last second. 


With Doris Kenyon more alluring than ever. 
and Montagu Love. 


¢ 
1 from Harry Langdon 
“HERE COMES THE Banp"—Tramp, Tramp, 
Tramping”™ to the tune of “The Strong Man‘. 
leading a big — 


4 


I from Johnny Hines 


“THe WricHT Anyzanswer to} the. 


strong demand for comedy in Summer 
_2 from Ken Maynard 


“THE UPLAND Riper” stunts, new 


thrills. 


OF THE SCARLET"—Thet bestZof the & 


‘western stars-—at his best, 
o¢ 6 


1a 
1 from Dorothy Mackail-Jack Mulhall 


“Lapy BE Goop”—From” the “celebrated mu 
sical comedy. 


"Harold Teen”—With Arthur _ Lake,” Mary 


Brian, Alice White. Full-length feature com- 
edy of real-life modern youth from Carl Ed's 
— comic strip, syndicated to 32,000,000 
readers. 


4 


BETTER pictures for Summer than 
for Winter. That keeps them coming 
right through the hottest weather!” 


— 


Special 
Summer SD 


ONE AWEEK-WHILE ITS HOT 


‘Member of Motion Picture Producers and Distributort of America Inc.~Will H.Hays President 
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Literati 


ALAN DALE 


Alan Dale, 67, as reported, died 
guddenly May 21 while on a rail- 
way train from Plymouth to Bir- 
mingham, England. 

Mr. Dale was born in Birming- 
nam, coming to New York 43 years 
ago. He started his career over 
here as secretary to the late Lean- 
der Richardson, @ noted dramatic 
writer of his day and later pub- 
lisher of a show weekly. 

Receiving a liberal theatrical edu- 
cation under Richardson, Dale 
turned to newspaper work, event- 
ually becoming the dramatic critic 
on the New York “Evening World.” 
He left that paper to go with the 
“Bvening Journal.” In 1895, Dale 
landed on Hearst’s New York 
“American.” He remained with the 
“american” until 1915, when he left 
it for a spell, with the reason 
ascribed at the time that Dale's in- 
dependence in written opinion 
didn’t harmonize with the Hearst- 
Brisbane seheme of being nice to 
their friends. 

Both of the editors fraternaized 
with show people and their ac- 
quaintances extended into many di- 
rections. ,At that time Dale was at 
the height of his influence in the 
drama, having gradually worked up 
to the foremost stage writer of that 
period. He had been excelled in in- 
fluence during all of his previous 


years by but one critic on a New 
York daily, the late Acton Davies 
of the New York “Evening Sun,” 
and, of course, by the venerable and 
scholarly William Winter of the 
New York “Tribune.” 

For a period of a year or more 
while he was off the “American” 
without taking another critical post 
on a daily, Dale did but little. He 
contributed to some papers and 
magazines and for awhile was a 
weekly theatrical commentator for 
Variety. 


Returning to the “American,” 
Dale's spirit had been broken, his 
sting was dulled, and the great 
standing he had erected for him- 
self with a strong following for 
the “American” disappeared. In 
his later years and up to the time 
of his death, Dale held the respect 
of his fellows but little else as a 
dramatic reviewer. 


In character and make up Dale 
was self-centred. His wife had 
died shortly after their second child 
was born. Dale lived for years 
with his sister and the two chil- 
dren. When the girls married, Dale 
with his sister, Amy, continued in 
their solitary existence at Bayside, 
Long Island, where Dale had pur- 
chased a home. In his heyday Dale 
liked to have the friends he care- 
fully selected with him, but he 
never was a mixer nor did he know 
the meaning of the word. At times 
in his reviews he would employ a 


BENNY 


CUTE, EH! 


Breaking All Records 
Marks Bros. Granada 


and 
Marbro Theatres, 
Chicago, II1., Indefinitely 


Exclusive Okeh Recording Artist 


bit of slang here or there, always 
picked up in conversation and 
fitted by him, after the explana- 
tion had been made, into a re- 
view. It suggested that Dale was 
much more flippant than he ever 
really had been. After the whip- 
ping Hearst gave him Dale became 
almost morose at times and never 
again went,after the breezier style 
he had built himself upon. 


That he knew the theatre was ad- 
mitted by the show folks, and that 
he never wrote a successful play 
himself couldn’t contradict that 
fact. 

The critic’s real name was Al- 
fred J. Cohen. He had gone to 
England shortly before death on his 
usual summer visit, Before leaving, 
Dale told the “4° gerican” he didn’t 
feel weli and “\' cat take a long va- 
cation. 

Mr. )Dale had ween in poor health 
for several vears, his decline com- 
ing after ssveral major operations. 

He hati written many stories of 
fiction ara sketches. His play, “The 
Madonna of tha “uture,” ‘as pro- 
duced in 1918, but taken off when 
severe censure of its theme de- 
clared it too immoral. 

Among Dale's books were ‘Jona- 
than’s Heme,” “A Marriage Below 
Zero,” “An Aerie He and She,” “My 


Footlight Husband,” “Miss Inno- 
cence,” “Familiar USats With 
Queens of the Stage,” “An Old 


Maid Kindled” and “Conscience on 
the Ice.” 

His daughters are Mrs. Margary 
Dale Knilling and Mrs. Daisy Orr. 


NOW! 
oGDEN 


WEST COAST’S BROADWAY 
PORTLAND, ORE. 


“Nation’s” Symposium 

When the New York morris 
“World” fired Heywood Broun en 
the grounds of disloyalty as dis- 
played in a Broun articie in “The 
Nation,” the latter compiled a 
symposium of comment on _ the 
matter from a number of 2zews- 
paper editors and novelists. “The 
Nation” carried the opinions in the 
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MARCO IDEAS 


A Real Big One 


Roscoe. “Fatty” Arbuckie 


Opening Loew’s State 


LOS ANGELES, JUNE 1 


issue of May 30 under the title “The 
Rights of a Columnist.” 


The trend of editorial opinion 
backs up the action of the “World” 
in kicking Hey off the staff. .t is 
pointed out that columnists are 
tempermental and_ editors rate 
them as journalistic freaks. Also 
editors appear to believe that col- 
umnists are not so important after 
al. Broun, in the May 5 issue of 
“The Nation,” said, among other 
things, that the “World” came 
closest to being an American 
“Manchester Guardian” among New 
York newspapers, but lacked the 
courage and tenacity necessary for 
a truly liberal paper. “The Nation” 
desired to learn what rights a 
columnist has in discussing the 
shortcomings of the newspaper that 
pays his salary. It was the second 
row between the “World” and Broun, 
who was off the staff several 
months because he insisted on air- 
ing his diverse views on the Sacco- 
Vanzetti murder case, 


H. L. Mencken sides with Broun, 
saying the “World” lost its temper, 
that Broun’s services have been of 
very great value to that paper as 
they have been to American jour- 
nalism in general, and that its 
“rude dismissal of him was pat- 
ronizing, unjust and in excessive 
bad taste ...In may days on the 
Baltimore “Evening Sun,” I used 
to denounce that paper in its own 
columns with barbarous violence, 
and yet none of the editors ever 
dreamed of objecting. Whenever 
my attacks reached tender spots, 
they replied by denouncing me, edi- 
torially, as a jackass, and on more 
than one occasion they produced 
such evidence in support of the 
accusation that I felt impelled to 
quietly withdraw from the com- 
bat. 


After stating that the “World” 
is far too solid and valuable a news- 
paper to be seriously hurt by criti- 
cism, however violent, Mencken 
grew whimsical, He concluded: 

“The present dispute is essen- 
tially a family quarrel and should 
not be taken too gravely. The 
‘World’ had the better of the argu- 
ment at the start, but has lost that 
advantage by showing anger. But 
to argue that this anger convicts it 
of sailing under false colors is as 
absurb as it would be to argue that 
getting fired has done any harm to 
Broun himself. The paper will get 
over its lamentable indignation and 
Broun, I daresay, will grow more 
judicious as his arteries ossify. As 
for me, I shall continue to read both 
and to be glad that American jour- 
nalism in America, despite its de- 
scent to the level of the pants busi- 
ness, still has room for them. 

“I ascribe the whole sad affair to 
prohibition. In the old days, edi- 
tors and their slaves frequently 
fought each other with bung-start- 
ers, but they never resorted to 
slanging one another in public. I 
am for the return of the saloon, 
precisely as it wag when I was 
young 2nd happy.” 

William Allen White, who put 
Emporia, Kansas, on the ma» with 
his “Gazette,” rates the Aniérican 
columnist in his relation to his 
editor and believes the Broun mat- 
ter is nothing to get excited about 
in this comment: 

“The columnist’s status in the 
modern American newspaper has 
;not been established. He is insti- 
| tutionally toe young to have a 


standardijed etnical place. Being 
oid-fashivned, yet having been on 
| both sides of the payroli, I feel that 
the ceiumnist as such is a journal- 
istic freak and that he ia sporadic 
j}and will pass either into & respon- 
|sible contributing editor, fres and 
| untrammeled, or into a court jester, 
without dignity or standing. Lroun’. 
ease illustrates the situation. It 
points no moral and adorns no tale, 
|so far as American journalism is 
| concerned, because the agreed facts 
|oizgnify no important violation of 


| amy accepted journalistic code. The 
| editor still is boss, the employee 
| still has his royai right to resign 


| or be fired. 


It is just another rews- 
paper row, and the friends of each 
participant have a right to upnola 
their favorite. No cause is in- 
voived, no principle at stake.” 
Waldo Cook, editor of the 
Springfield, Mass., “Republican,” 
said he saw no sufficient reason for 
the ‘‘World” firing Broun because 


‘tine Nation” article, describing 


Broun as 
donna.” 
David Lawrence, editor of the 


“a journalistic psima 


“United States Daily,” thought: 

“As to the question of loyalty to 
an employer, a newspaper is a 
business institution which can de- 
mand from its employees the same 
measure of loyalty and co-operation 
that any other private business 
does.” 

Freemont Older, 
Francisco Call’: 

“I think Heywood Broun expects 
rather tom mush of a big New 
York daily morning newspaper. 
Possibly the ‘World’ could be a 
little more liberal than it is and 
get away with it, but its editors, 
not being convinced that it could, 
hesitate to experiment. It comes 
down to a matter of judgment.” 

Theodore Dreiser was quite wordy 
in his comment  anent liberal 
thought, referring directly neither 
to the “World” or Broun. Upton 
Sinclair, as a _ socialist, discusses 
the matter of public ownership of 
newspapers and contends that the 
“World,” being a private money- 
making institution, “claims to own 
not merely its buildings and its 
presses, but also its authors, and 
it permits these authors to write 
for the ‘World’ only upon condi- 
tion that they forswear the ele- 
mental right of American citizens 
to criticize the ‘World.’ Broun can 
now exercise his right to make 
faces at the Pulitzer building—but 
alas, he will no longer have that 
weekly pay check. Such is the law 
of private ownership,” and so forth. 

Julian Harris, editor of the ‘In- 
quirer-Sun,” Columbus, re- 
ferring to the Sacco-Vanzetti mat- 
ter, said: 

“I think Mr. Broun was so violent 
that he actually turned some per- 
sons against his own viewpoint. 
Having permitted Mr. Broun to 
fully express himself, the . ‘World’ 
had gone a long way and I believe 
was justified in its action at the 
time. In the more recent disagree- 
ment, due to Mr. Broun’s attack on 
the ‘World,’ I think he showed bad 
taste. Mr. Broun should have re- 
signed from the ‘World’ before as- 
sailing it in another publication. .., .” 

Roy W. Howard (Scripps-Howard) 
editor of the New York “Telegram,” 
on whose staff Broun now belongs, 
has “no fear that any interest of 
ours will be compromised.by any- 
thing Mr. Broun may say under his 
own signature.” 


of the “San 


Book on Hearst 

A biography of William Randolph 
Hearst by John K. Winkler titled, 
“Hearst,” has been published by 
Simon & Shuster. Winkler, at one 
time star reporter for Hearst’s New 
York “American,” previously had 
several chapters of the book pub- 
lished in “The New Yorker.” 

In the book Winkler states that 
Hearst is the individual owner of 
72 corporations; that he hired Bris- 
bane for $200 a week to write for 
the “Journal”; that he sank $7,500,- 
000 in the “Journal,” which he 
bought for $180,000, before he turned 
the corner to profit with the sheet. 


Koenigsberg’s Decoration 
Friends of M. Koenigsberg, until 


' recently head of the Hearst news 


and feature syndicates, formally 
presented him Saturday at the St. 
Regis hotel with insignia of his re- 
eent 2sverd by France making him 
a Chavaiter of the Legion of Honor 
for services rezdered the freedom 
of the intepational press. The 
honor figured iorgely in the breach 
that causeé tne departure of 
Koenigsberg *rom his Hearst pasts, 


\followed by several editorials in 
which e@ Hearst papers carried 
diatrife. rvgainst citizens accepting 


decorations from foreign countries, 
The situation led to the wheeze: 
“Work for Hearst. No medal can 
touch you!” 


Police Battie Dailies 

Because the Los Angeles “Illus<- 
trated Daily News” had been find- 
ing fault with the police departe- 
ment, especially the vice squad, po- 
lice dug up what is said tu be a 
questionable ordinance relating to 
the publication of racing news te 
which the authorities have paid 
little attention because it is said 
to be clearly unconstitutional. E. 
M. Boddy, publisher, and Joles 
Rickman were placed under arrest 
on a misdemeanor charge. 

With the arrest of the two men 
the Los Angeles “Examiner,” which 
has been standing back of the po- 
lice department, printed an editorial 
cendemning the police for commit- 
ting an outrage in a stupid attempt 
at retaliation. 


Jean Wick’s Way 

From reading all the stuff sent in 
to her, Jean Wick, the story and 
play broker, believes she can write 
better fiction he:self. She has had 
a novel, “Jill,” published by FE. J. 
Clode, placing the work herself. 
That saves her 10 percent of royai- 
ties. 


Columnists Checking Up 

Instead of a leg man most of the 
Broadway columnists are reported 
having engaged a checker. It’s the 
duty of the checker to keep his 
boss from copping someone else's 
stuff, also to watch for those who 
may be copping. 


There Is No Substitute for 


STAGE-BAND 
ENTERTAINMENT 


“PAUL ASH POLICY” 


PARAMOUNT 
THEATRE 


NEW YORK 


Indefinitely 


“EXCLUSIVELY COLUMBIA 
RECORDINCE ARTIST” 


The Jesse Crawford Organ Concert 


| Jesse Crawford at 
Oriental, 


| 


Chicago 


Congratulations, JOE FRISCO 


ON HIS MARVELOUS DEBUT IN THE DE LUXE PICTURE HU°CSES 


THE HAUSER 
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OF RHYTHM) 


| | 
| | 
| 
| | 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| A | | 
| Zo >) || | 
ZF Vy | | a2 
| "=F py | 
| 
| | | 
| | | 
| | | | 
| | | 
\ 
| 
| 
| 
BOB \ 
JACK 


30 VARIETY 


FILM 


REVIEWS 


Wednesday, May 30, 1928 


THE NEWS PARADE 


(Continued from page 14) 


Fox has taken the subject 
and simply glorified a fresh free 
lance cameraman for comedy, 
hoking it up so that it runs off like 
one of the old serials. It misses 
the newsreel] boys just as the many 
newspaper and college pictures have 
falsified press and campus, Its 
chief contribution is that Fox has 
modestly refrained from plugging 
its own news service and Boylan 
has titled so as to boost the news- 
reel in general, 

Rather a shame the studio has 
botched a corking idea as there’s 
a lot of material which could be 
pieced together about the hit and 
run camera boys to make good pro- 
gram material. Newsreel men will 
scoff at this opus. It’s too broad 
to convince the public of anything 
other than being a mild slant on a 
profession of which it knows little. 


That the pictured angle is miles 
away from the genuine article is 
the story department’s fault. The 
yarn doesn’t show any of the real 
cameramen, except as a background, 
although the Fox News offices on 
Tenth avenue are flashed as is Tru- 
man Talley, actua] head of the Fox 
News service, who is introduced by 
name in a title which describes him 
as “the hard boiled, straight shoot- 
ing chief of the newsreel staff.” 

Nick Stuart plays the forward kid 
who goes camera with a home made 
“box,” so ridiculous and cumber- 
some as to even overtax the imagi- 
nation of the much duped fans, It’s 
particularly out of proportion when 
the other boys line up on Curtis 
Feld with their Akeleys and Debries. 

Nick, of course. gets the closeup 
of the parachute jumper which 
brings him a tryout assignment 
from Talley. It’s a window clean- 
tng stunt shot allowing for the 
familiar dizzy footage as the prin- 
cipal struggles to get his stuff from 
a board hung out of a 20 or 30 story 
window. 

Love interest creeps in when Nick 


way. 


is told to get A. K. Wellington, 
financier, with a horror of being 
photographed. This takes the action 
to Lake Placid, Palm Beach and 
Havana, Nick constantly running 
into the millionaire’s daughter as he 
tries to “shoot” the old man. Finish 
is in Havana where Wellington and 
his offspring are abducted and Nick 
performs a rescue to save both of 
them and get his footage as well. 

Simply a series of gags strung 
together haphazardly. 

Laughs at the Roxy ran up a 
suficient total to designate it as 
satisfactory for the split week and 
lesser houses, but it has neither the 
story, cast nor merit to send it into 
the de luxes without some doubt. 
Boylan's titles are spotty although 
he has slipped a couple through for 
the mob when the old man Welling- 
ton says, “Just call me A. K., girls,” 
and then in describing a group of 
falling ice skaters as ‘The Pratt 
family of Great Falls.” Jack Con- 
way’s original title squib slightly 
changed. 

Picture holds neither good farce 
nor drama. Just low comedy sit- 
uations which are continuously shy 
of 100 percent and tend to weary. 
Stuart is shown grinding his cam- 
era aboard a fire truck rushing 
around New York, the two sport 
Genes (Sarazen and Tunney) are 
briefly seen during the Palm Beach 
passage, and an aquatic put-put 
chase needed a couple of fast motor- 
boats to help the abduction suspense 
in Havana. 

Sally Phipps gives her Nght 
heroine i nice appearance and 
Stuart is in his element. Earle 
Foxe is as legit as he can be as the 
broadly drawn menace, with Bran- 
don Hurst actually top for comedy 
in playing A. K. Wellington. 

Would have been better if Fox 
had undertaken to screen this sub- 
ject on the level and gone into more 
detail as to the enterprise and 
energy involved in turning out 104 
newsreels a year. “News Parade” 
can’t class as anything but an ordi- 
nary feature with a serial tinge. 
Patrons will still be in the dark on 
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GREAT 
COMEDY LINE UP! 


Syndicated the World Over 


Witwer’s Cosmopolitan Stories 
“Racing Blood Series” 


with ALBERTA VAUGHN and 
AL COOKE 


Mickey McGuire Series 


By FONTAINE FOX 


Barney Google and Spark Plug Series 


King Features Syndicate, by BILLY DE BECK 


Toots and Casper Series 


King Features Syndicate, by JIMMY MURPHY 


Larry Darmour Productions 


STANDARD CINEMA CORPORATION 


newsreels after this viewing, which 
doesn’t make it impossible for Fox 
to do the subject again—but do it. 
And anyway, the Fox News bunch 
deserve a better dedication. Nid. 


DECAMERON NIGHTS 


(GERMAN-MADE) 
Ufa production of Herbert Wilcox (Eng- 
lishman) picture, featuring Werner Krauss 
and ‘Lionel Barrymore. Photographed by 
Theodor Sparkhul. Setting by Erich Czter- 
wonsky. At Greenwich Village theatre, 
New York, on run. Running time, 60 min- 


utes, 
The werner Krauss 
Saladin, 80N....++ e»--Lijonel Barrymore 
King of Algrave 
60000640000 Ivy Duke 
Goetzke 
Count Ricardo. Randel Ayrton 
Violante, Ralph 
Thomas 
Abbot. cans Sternberg 
Musical Arrangement by Andre Pola 


Even Lionel Barrymore, Werner 
Krauss and a title pointing toward 
a salacious story will do little for 
this English-directed Ufa film, made 
in Germany three or four years ago, 
either from an artistic or a box office 
angle. 

Taking one of the tales from the 
“Decameron of Bocaccio,” legend of 
the Crusades, Herbert Wilcox (Eng- 
lish) has turned out a commonplace, 
unconvincing story with a shoddy 
and obviously manufactured back- 
ground. 

It concerns itself with a scheme 
of the Saracen soldan, played by 
Werner Krauss (German) and a 
Christian king to unite their re- 
sources and conquer the world by 
the expedient of marrying the sol- 
dan’s son to the king’s daughter. 
The prince (Lionel Barrymore— 
American), and the princess, neither 
aware of the other’s identity, meet 
and fall in love at sight. The prince 
carries the maiden home to his 
father, who kills his son for defiance 
of the paternal mandate. 

The princess falls dead on the 
prostrate form of her lover as her 
father comes in to identify her and 
clear up matters. 

The plot is as old, of course, as the 
“Decameron of Bocaccio,” if not 
older. As unwound in this picture, 
it is crude and tiresome; not helped 
any by the-presence of a professional 
English beauty (Ivy Duke) as the 
princess. Miss Duke is a statuesque 
blonde, somewhat inflexible in mo- 
tion and not quite young enough for 
a picture princess. 

The picture is vague in detail, 
badly lit and cartleasly cut. The 
sets look faked. 

Krauss and Barrymore are as 
good as their roles will permit, but 
that isn’t enough. 

Anyone lured by the title to ex- 
pect something racy is doomed to 
disappointment. Even the dirt—not 
that there’s much—is dull 


CROOKS CAN’T WIN 


FBO preduction and release. From the 
story by J. J. O'Neill. Directwr not credited 
on billing, screen or program. Features 
Ralph Lewis with cast including Thelma 
Hill, Sam Nelson, Joe E. Brown, Buzene 
Strong, Charles Hall and Jaines Eagle. 
At the Hippodrome, N. Y., May 28. Run- 
ning time, over 60 mins. 


Opens slow, but gathers momen- 
tum upon the introduction of the 
crook element halfway. Finishes 
powerfully with a miniature war 
between police and gangsters, in 
which a machine gun is used. Well 
made picture, of its kind, and 
should do moderately well in its in- 
tended spots. Casting is okay ex- 
cept for the featured player, Ralph 
Lewis. Thelma Hill photographs 
well and delivers in restrained, but 
effective manner. 

Joe Brown, from musical com- 
edy and on a police assignment, 
packs an infectious grin. He should 
do well under intelligent direction. 
‘Held down here through lack of 
comedy business. 

Story is about a family of cops, 
the retired policeman still proud of 
having served in the force and anx- 
ious to see his adopted son succeed 
in his chosen field. The youngster 
nabs a bank robber the first day 
out, but is later dismissed for leav- 
ing his post and refusing to explain 
that his younger brother had sent 
him a note asking for help. The boy 
gets a job as a truck driver anda 
then frames with the newspaper 
men to get the police commissioner 
to stage a raid the night the silk 
thieves plan another of their hold- 
ups. Mori. 


YOUTH ASTRAY 


(GERMAN MADE) 


Produced by Matador Films, Berlin. Re- 
leased here through Artlee Pictures Corp. 
Directed by Peter Ostermayr from story by 
Dr. Hohn Brandt and Alfred Halm, Cer- 
man cast, featuring Nina Vanna, Mart 
Johnson and Andre Mattoni. At Cameo, 
New York, week May 29. Punulng time, 
70 minutes. 


High-class audiences in the first 
and better second runs throughout 
the country will welcome “Youth 
Astray” as a well-mounted, cleverly 
directed and acted presentation of 
a theme long hacked on the screen 
stage and in the novel. 

Its very realism and naturalness 
of this German treatment of two 
classes of parents and two types of 
offspring just over the boundary of 
adolesency are refreshing and ex- 
cellently -sustained entertainment, 
compared to the tawdry, artificial 
hodge podge interpretation of the 
average Hollywood director on this 


subject, 


‘a 


semi-undress on the part of the 
wealthy sensual widow and the 
clear-cut advances of warm youth 
creating a regretful aftermath for 
the innocent daughter of parents 
made indifferent through social as- 
pirations, the production has a 
verve appealing at all times to so- 
phisticates. Yet it socks home the 
ending which sums up the teaching 
of parents to their ccellegiate sons 
and daughters. . 

For a foreign picture, “Youth As- 
tray” is superbly edited. Well word- 
ed and pointed titles are used and 
are few in number. Theme moves 
in perfect continuity at a pace that 
cuts its 70 minutes’ running time 
in half. Double and triple exposures 
advantageously substitute’ three- 
fourths of the incidents usually 
deemed necessary of a wordy ex- 
planation by foreigners, 


THE CHORUS KID 


(THIRD REVUE) 
Goth production realesed by Lumas. Story 
by Howard Rockey. Adapted by Harold 
Shumate, Directed by Howard bBretherton. 
Casey Robinson titled, and C. Van Enger 
cameraman. Production manager, Carrol! 
Saxe. Cast: Virginia Brown Faire, Sheldon 
Lewis,, Thelma Hill, Hedda Hopper, John 
Satten, Bryant Washburn and Tom O’Hrien. 
At the Stanley, New York, one day, May 
2. Running time, 67 minutes. 


Variety, having last week printed 
two conflicting reviews on this pic- 
ture through error, saw this picture 
again for the third time, and con- 
tinues to believe it’s pretty fair ma- 
terial for a solo attraction in the 
daily change houses. Preceding 
criticisms had different aspects with 
the reviewer who caught it on a 
double bill evidently influenced and 
inclined to underrate it from that 
reason. 

Its story does call for a rubber 
imagination, but cast and produc- 
tion give it sufficient initiative so 
that it holds its own. Stanley thea- 


tre though Thelma Hill the only 
name worth marquee lighting, when 
in reality none of the femme line. 
up stands out like Hedda Hopper, 
It's doubtful if Miss Hopper ever 
looked better in a picture, and, play. 
ing a scheming widow, the script 
made Washburn a chump in passing 
her up for the chorus youngster, 
But the author couldn’t figure Miss 
Hopper’s eye appeal when writing, 

Gotham has slipped this one @ 
couple of f~nressive and rich ine 
teriors. They help plenty, besides 
which, being a backstage story. 
there's quite a flash.of feminine un- 
derpinning early in the running 
which will hold the boys in their 
seats, 

Neither the Misses Hill or Faire 
classify as finishing school under. 
graduates. They even have trouble 
making the grade as something just 
as good. It’s not so much the troup- 
ing as the appearance. The studiog 
always have had worry in genuinely 
picturing college youngsters, and are 
invariably farther from the mark 
when calle’ unon to characterize the 
co-eds and girls of the exclusive 
schools. About time a director or 
supervisor srent a day at Vassar, 
Smith or National Park so that 
they’d know what all the shootin’ 
was about. 

Miss Faire does well enough by 
the chorister who cashes in on some 
oil] stock and inva%tes a.seminary 
because of a childhood spent off the 
fairway. Yet, cast honors are ene 
folded by Miss Hopper and Mr, 
Washburn, who ~'- the father of 
Miss Faire’s roommate (Miss Hill), 
Sheldon Lewis is only flashed as a 
stage manager, with Tom O’Brien 
struevling to give a light comedy 
role some weight. 

No nerd of the picture running 
over an hour, and clipping will help. 
Nice production cast work, and 
names that figure to mean something 
in the lesser houses make it worth 
attention. Sid. 


HIGGINS 
VERSATILITY 


Management, JENIE JACOB 


LISBETH CLIFFORD 


Longest Run on Broadway for Dancers 


15 Weeks at the Little Club, New York 


What the Critics Said: 
“Another attraction at this club recently acquired is Lisbeth & Clifford, both 
doing with grace and proficiency the latest ballroom steps.” 


GEORGE 


PERSONIFIED 


S and WILLIE EDELSTEN 


EVENING “POST,” March 18. 


mer. They would be a sensation ... 
them for new shows. .. . 
main street calls ‘class’.”” 


“Lisbeth & Clifford have received numerous offers to go to Paris this sum- 
They combine originality, ability and what the 
BOB COLEMAN, ‘“MIRRO: 


and American musical producers want 


April 117. 


make them atrike a new note.” 
FRANK 


“For the present, however, the Little Club is going along at its accustomed 
pace and presenting its usual high-class entertainment, the outstanding feature 
betng the personable and attractive Lisbeth Higgins and her partner, George 
Clifford, interpreting their various ballroom dances .. 
their bearing and their looks, as well as the graceful accuracy of their dancing, 


the refinement of 


LYNCH, “EVENING POST,” April 1. 


for a number of weeks, George Clifford 
impressing in their class and appearan 


“In #trong support are a pair of dancers who have been at the Little Club 


and Lisbeth Higgins . . the team 
ce.”’ 


ABEL GREEN, “VARIETY,” May 3. 


FOR SENSATIONAL ADAGIO SEE 


VINA and ARTHUR 


Permanent Address, Varicty, Los Angeles 
IN THEIR OWN REVUE 
NOW TOURING PANTAGES CIRCUIT 


HOWARD 


Versatility 
Now at Melba, Brooklyn, 


Despite the straight strokes of 


and ORCHESTRA 


Direction ARTHUR SPIZZI 


EMERSON 


Showmanship 


for indefinite engagement 
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VAUDEVILLE 


VARIETY 31 


Wife Spurned Gun 
By Using a Mashie; 
Other Chi Divorces 


Chicago, May 29. 

Wives in the local divorce courts 
habitually describe the old man as 
“4m the act of hurling anything from 
cold cream jars to toy elephants. 
‘Florence Brady, of legit, secured a 
divorce here on the charge that Gil- 
bert Wells drew a gat and flourished 
it at her while they were playing 
golf three years ago in San An- 
tonio, Tex. Florence said Gilbert 
looked so menacing she was forced 
to have at him with a mashie. Wells 
‘4s the son of Charles G. Wells, de- 
-ceased millionaire lumberman, and 
a descendant of the founder of 
Wells-Fargo Express Co. 

Cruelty of a more domestic qual- 
‘ty was brought out in the suit filed 
by Attorney Leo Weisskopf for Joa- 
quin Hurtado against Florence Hur- 
Both are night club enter- 
tainers, Joaquin at present batting 


‘an xylophone in Miami, and Flo- 


rence singing in a New York club. 
Joaquin complains that he had none 
of the comforts of home and that 
when he suggested to his wife it 
wouldn’t be a bad idea to have a 
little home cooking once in a while, 
she replied by hurling pots and 
pans. This is one of the few cruelty 
charges filed here against a wife. 

Kathleen Smith, burlesque, makes 


| things seem normal once more in 


her charge that George Smith, in- 
gurance man, became so enraged at 
the nature of her business that he 
blacked her eye. Also, she claims, he 
made an insulting prophecy that 
he'd see her in the gutter within 
five years. The Smiths were mar- 
ried in 1919, and lasted until Feb- 
ruary, 1928. Attorney Phil R. Davis 
represents the defendant, 
Domestic Sour Note 

Joseph Roberts, banjoist, didn’t 
contest the suit filed by Viola Pape, 
who claimed he was a sour note in 


domestic harmony. Di,orce was 
granted by Judge Sabath. 
Carol Morrison, who has been 


working in local picture houses, 
has started suit through Weisskopf 
against Harry Morrison, stock play- 
er in Richmond, Ind. She claims 
Harry refused to support her and 
eventually blew after only four 
months of wedlock. 

Annabelle Stewart, playing small 
Parts in pictures, has asked Phil R. 
Davis to help her lose Willis Stew- 
art, advertising man, on the claim 
that he deserted her five years ago. 
She states she went into pictures 
after Willis refused to support her. 

Another desertion charge has been 
filed against Otis Wilson by Mari- 
lyn, of the Haymarket burlesque 
house. Her suit is similar to that 
of Annabelle Stewart in that she 
Claims her daddy blew five years 
ago after refusing to support. Mar- 
riage was in 1920. Leo Weisskopf 
represents Miss Wilson. 


Musicianless Orchestra 


The latest in sound equipment is 
the development of an orchestra 
Playing without musicians. All the 
instruments may be seen on the 
Stage, playing in harmony without 
Physical guidance. 

The effect is accomplished first 
through recording the orchestra and 
then sending the music back into 
the instruments via record and 


Wiring. 


An offer of $1,500 weekly on a 
vaudeville tour has been t rned 
down by the inventor, who e: pects 
to sell the equipment to ther. res. 


$2 FOR SUMM!R 


subscription t. 


VARIETY 


154 West 46th St.. New ork City 


18 Months’ Idleness ie 
Voids N.V.A. Membership 


According to the back of the new 
cards issued by the N. V. A., mem- 
bers who have not been making a 
livelihood upon the stage for a 
period of 18 months are not entitled 
to the benefits of the organization. 

This would automatically deprive 
non-working members of the insur- 
ance benefits. As a result, it is 
said that many former vaudevillians 
who are temporarily out of the pro- 
fession, but who have been paying 
dues, are refusing to continue pay- 
ing their dues, feeline that the 
$1,000 insurance benefit was all the 
N. V. A. had to offer. 


MORRISON’S GAG “?P. D.” 


Long Beach Cop Grabbed Superior 
Officer—$500 Bail For Agen* 


Charlie Morrison, Keith agent, is 
booking acts under $500 bail this 
week. He got fresh with a Long 
Beach, L. IL. cop after being waved 
to the curb for speeding. Morrison 
carries one of those nickel-plated 
P. D.’s on the front of his car, 
being a deputy police commissioner 
of Long Beach. The judge post- 
poned the hearing until this Friday 
(June 1), the officer having charged 
the artists’ representative with be- 
ing ‘‘abusive.” 

Morrison has worn out two sets 
of tires parking on 46th street on 
the strength of that P. D. It has 
drawn salutes from the force all 
over Manhattan. But evidently in 
Long Beach a deputy commissioner 
is just one of those things, for 
that’s where the cop grabbed his 
honorary superior. 

After disdainfully smiling at the 
boys with low license plates, Mor- 
rison will now sell either one P. D. 
plate or a Buick. 

When pinched, the agent had 
Frances White in the car with him. 
He'll never laugh that off. 


MONTGOMERY’S LATEST 


Four Months on (tsland as Drug 
Addict 


Billy Montgomery was sent for 
four months in the workhouse on 
Welfare Island for treatment on a 
charge of being a drug addict in 
Special Sessions, New York. : 

Montgomery, unrepresented by 
counsel, made plea for liberty that 
flopped with the judicial triumvi- 
rate. He had been arrested over 
a year ago for having drugs in his 
possession and convicted. Sentence 
was then suspended and he was 
placed on parole for a year and re- 
cently discharged from parole. He 
had been earning a livelihood by 
playing piano in various speakeasies 
in Times Square depending upon the 
throw money, with his salary as 
low as $15 weekly when he got it. 

When taken the last time two 
decks of narcotics were found on 
him. 


Ethel Waters’ Troubles 


Chicago, May 29. 

Members of the Ethel Waters 
vaudeville act engaged in a “drunk- 
en orgy” at the Trenier hotel, dur- 
ing which one of the chorines was 
socked with the butt of a gun by 
Columbus Jackson, according to 
“Footlights,” local colored theatrical 
weekly. 

The story states 10 stitches were 
required to close the wound. Jack- 
son was arrested. 


Cleveland, May 29. 

During the last week at Keith's 
it looked a couple of times as 
though the Ethel Waters tab vaud 
act would not finish the week. The 
performers in the troupe were anx- 
ious about their salaries. 

Attachments had been filed against 
the act’s salary, resulting from @ 
previous visit here by Miss Waters 
in a road show, and there was 
nothing left to pay off with, it was 
said. 

No one knows how it was fixed 
up, but the tab finished its week 


—— after plenty of grief all around. 


WITH TRY 


Exact Playing Policy Unde- 
cided—-Maybe Vaudfilm 
or Straight Vaudeville, 
Around 10 Acts to Bill— 
Medium Capacity Houses 
Chosen from Keith List 


TEN FOR FIRST CHAIN 


A big time revival at $1 top in 
medium capacity theatres wili be 
attempted by Keith’s with the start 
of the new season in September. 

That much has been decided upon 
by the Kennedy-Murdock leadership 
of Keith’s. It is reported Messrs. 


Murdock and Kennedy, with Pat 
Casey, reached their final decision 
while recently in Chicago. That 
was shortly after the Kennedy 
group had taken over Keith's con- 
trol by the purchase of all of E. F. 
Albee’s common stock in it. 

No decision has been reached, 
from report, as to the exact play- 
ing policy for the revival try. Nor 
how many Keith's houses _ shall 
compose the initial revival chain. 
It is said the experiment will com- 
mence with 10 or more, but not 
over 20 theatres. 

A choice in policy lies between a 
bill of six or seven acts with a fea- 
ture picture, or a straight vaude- 
ville show of 10 acts or iess. 

Reserved Seats 

With either selection there will 
be two performances daily, matinee 
and night. The $1 top admission 
will buy reserved seats for each. 

Medium capacity theatres are to 
be placed on the big time circuit 
to ensure intimacy. It is not ex- 
pected any of the Keith big timers 
will be of over 1,500 seats. 

Among the 1650 or more theatres 
operated and booked by Keith's, 
there are two or more in many of 
the large key cities. A selection wili 
be made from them. It is con- 
templated that the big time revival 
will dispose of that many theatres, 
where the policy for the new season 
otherwise might be a problem. 

Acts and Salaries 

There is no information as to 
Keith's current attitude toward acts 
in payment of salaries. The inti- 
mate type of vaudeville calls for a 
variety bill that demands standard 
vaude turns, in the majority, of the 
comedy classification. Acts of that 
nature have been in demand else- 
where. 

For several seasons the etandard 
turns have deserted Keith's without 
regret, due to the prevailing and 
booking conditions in that office. 
That was when E. F. Albee held 
sway and directed ali of Keith's 
movements. 

Under the new Kennedy- Murdock 
administration, it is claimed that 
Keith's in bookings and theatres 
will be operated in a manner to 
regain the prestige and good will 
of public and profession. 

No great interest has been 
aroused amongst the actors in the 
expectation of a big time revival. 
Through Keith’s in past seasons 
having driven the artists to seek 
other circuits and the most money 
their services could command, the 
vaudeville artist in general has been 
bitten by the money bug. Years ago 
the artist held a certain vanity as 
to playing. He preferred the two- 
a-day for the superior position, as 
he thought, that gave to him. 

Free from the tyranny of the 
Keith offices, the artists found there 
was no more big time, excepting the 
two two-a-day theatres in all of the 
U. S. He consoled himself with the 
thought the others were no better 
off, anywhere, and made it a mat- 
ter of indifference where he played 
while the salary was agreeable. 

Booking Force 

It is commonly believed Keith's 

will make no decided step to form 


acts for it until the present Keith's 


STARTING 


the new big time circult or choose | 


REVIVAL, 


Kennedy Tells Keith’s 
How and What to Do, and Also 
Who Are Their New Bosses 


TEAM IN TROUBLE 


Owen and Anderson Slugged Plain- 
clothes Man in Wash. 


Washington, May 29. 

Returning to their hotel late and 
when in front of it, without know- 
ing it, Owen and Anderson, male 
singifg duo at the Fox (pcts), last 
week, asked what they thought was 
a civilian, where the hotel in ques- 
tion was located. 

“Civilian” instead told them “to 
come along with him.”” Owen there- 
upon took a wallop at the too ac- 
commodating gentleman, who was 
actually a copper in plain clothes. It 
landed him in the gutter. When 
the John Law came to he started 
to fight and the boys got a “ride.” 

Explanations the next morning 
almost cost the copper his job and 
brought an apology from the pre- 
cinct captain te the two performers, 
who couldn't hide, even with tons of 
grease paint, the evidence of the 
fistic encounter the night previous. 


Jed Moran Walsh’s Wife 
Has Him Arrested; Freed 


Charged with the larceny of $600 
in jewelry from his wife Anna, Jed 
Moran Walsh, 23, actor (Vaude), 566 


West End avenue, was discharged 
by Magistrate Vitale in West Side 
Court. 

Mrs. Walsh said that on April 4 
she gave her husband two checks 
for $1,300 for the purpose of pur- 
chasing furniture for their apart- 
ment. She said he failed to buy the 
furniture and also succeeded in get- 
ting from her two I. O. U. slips 
which he had given her. 

Mrs. Walsh lives at 354 Mosholu 
parkway, Bronx, was married about 
a month ago. She said her husband 
left her after one week and a note 
announcing that he was going to 


Canada. After learning the furniture 
had not been bought and that 


jewelry was also missing she noti- 
fied Detective Walsh, West 100th 
street station. 

The detective learned the where- 
abouts of Walsh and arrested him. 
He denied that he had taken the 
money or jewelry and said it was 
spite work by his wife. 

After Magistrate Vitale heard the 
facts he dismissed the case. 


‘Peaches,’ ‘1928 Cleopatra’ 


Syracuse, N. Y., May 29. 

The king is dead . . and 
Or words to that effect. 

For almost a year a huge oil paint- 

ing of Col. Charles Lindbergh occu- 

in the lobby 


how! 


pied an honored spot 
of B. F. Keith’s theatre here. To- 
day it is gone—sent into the dis- 
card to make way for a large sign 
heralding the engagement on 
Thursday of Peaches Browning. 

Billing for Daddy Browning’s 
erstwhile little playmate in front of 
the theatre refers to her as a ‘1928 
Cleopatra” and “the most-talked- 
about girl in the world.” 

There's an added laugh in the 
billing for the feature picture, 
jointly boosted. The film happens 
to be “Beware of Married Men.” 

‘And Peaches named in the Allen 
seandal! 


booking department has been reor- 
ganized. The latter is looked for- 
ward to daily. 

Murdock, who will be in charge 
of all of Keith’s vaudeville, knows 
the booking force thoroughly; all of 
its rights, wrongs and weaknesses. 
He likely with Casey, if Casey ac- 
‘epts a Keith position, will clean 
up the booking office and agency 
j conditions. 


v 


Joseph P. Kennedy, speaking to 
the 30 or more house managers of 
the Keith Greater New York theatres 
in the Palace theatre building last 
Friday, informed the men what they 
were to do and how; also who their 
new bosses are. 

Following the meeting some of 
the house men stated that it was the 
first time they had received instruc- 
tions that hit them with the’ proper 
spirit. 

Before ending his speech Kennedy 
told the managers the group he rep- 
resented holds complete sway in the 
Keith Circuit, and that their imme- 
diate boss would be Major Thomp- 
son. The major, said Mr. Kennedy, 
would have full charge of the direc- 
tion of the Keith theatres. That in- 
cluded the Prector Circuit houses in 
New York, as previously. 

In talking generally, Kennedy 
Stated that the managers are ex- 
pected to make money for the cir- 
cuit with their theatres: that if they 
did they were making money for 
themselves. He assured them good 
work would be prpoerly rewarded, 
and the managers seemed to accept 
Kennedy's word for it. 

Major Thompson formerly was as- 
Sistant to J. J. Murdock as the 
Keith’s executive manager. When 
Murdock assumed more duties in the 
Keith organization and with Pathe, 
the Major stepped into that post, ; 

It was the first time Kennedy had 
appeared in the Palace building in 
his new official capacity as the head 
of the Keith organization. 


NAYFACKS’ CHILD 


Appointed Periods When 
May See Her Boy 


Mother 


Five-year-old Joseph Nicholas 
Nayfack, named after Joseph and 
Nicholas M., Schenck, the Loew- 
United Artists showmen, will be in 
custody of Dr. Jules Nayfack, Times 
Square dentist, according to court 
order, excepting for July and over 
the Christmas and Easter holidays, 
when his mother, Mrs. Emily Nord 
Nayfack, will have the child. In 
addition, Emily Nord, as she Is 
known professionally, may see her 
child twice a week. 

Don Sebastian, her dancing part- 
ner, was named by Nayfack in the 
divorce suit which was : nsationally 
tried with the corespondent at- 
tempting to explain his unconven- 
tional attire and presence in Miss 
Nord's lower berth on a Pullman 
en route from Pittsburgh to New 
York, with the alibi that he was 
waiting for a street car. 


Nayfack is the nephew of the 
theatrical Schencks. It was Miss 
Nord’s defense that social and 
secular differences inspired the 


showmen to urge Nayfack’s matri- 
monial litigation. 

Nayfack must pay his wife $60 a 
week for the maintenance of their 
baby during the periods the child 
is with his mother. 


NITA JOHNSON’S TEA SHOP 


Nita Johnson, who singled in 
vaude for over twelve years and 
retired a few months ago, now has 
a tea shop on lower Broadway. 

Miss Johnson's father is Spader, 
the circus clown. 
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Three Indie Agents Will Have to 


Explain to License Comm’r Upon - 
V.M. P. A. Irregularity Complaints 


For the first time in its 12 years 
the Vaudeville Managers Protective 
Association has deemed it necessary 
to turn over a batch of complaints 
against several agents to License 
Commissioner William F. Quigley 
for adjudication. An inspector from 


the commissioner's office was as- 
sured at the association's 


head- 
quarters that early this week he 


would be provided with formally 


drawn complaints mecessary 
witnesses against A. and B. Dow, 
Jack Linder and Lawrence Leon. 
Efforts extending over a year to 
adjust these complaints in the regu- 
lar way through the association's 
i board headed by Pat 
Casey, have met with flat failure. 
Rulings have been completely ig- 
nored, according to an organization 
executive. This official plainly in- 
timated that after the charges have 
passed through the commissioner's 


RE 


LYDIA 


Completing 52 Week 
Contract for Loew Circuit 


May 27—Broad Theatre, 
Columbus, O. 
Week June 3—Loew’s Theatre, 


Week 


Canton, O. 


Thanks to JOHNNY HYDE 


| An “Idea” of Fanchon and Marco 


ROY CUMMINGS 


with 
FLORENCE DUFFY 


JAY C. 


FRIARS CLUB, NEW YORK 


hands the association will abide ac- 
cordingly. The official disposition, 
he said, may result in the associa- 
tion issuing an edict to players that 
they will sign contracts at their own 
risk with what this spokesman 
termed “outlying independents who 
have not paid much attention to ar- 
bitral rulings.” 
“Irregularities” 

The charges against Dow, Linder 
and Leon on file in the association's 
office are very broadly embodiéd in 
alleged disregarding of contracts, 
causing loss of time and money to 
artists involved. In addition to this, 
other “irregularities,” which the as- 
sociation promised to divulge to the 
commissioner, are said to be in- 
cluded. 

The complaints scheduled to come 
before the commissioner are against 
Dow and Linder as licensed agents 
and against Leon as an agent op- 
erating without permit. 

The association executive claims 
that Walter Plimmer will also prob- 
ably be called before the commis- 
sioner, declaring that as late as 
May 16 Leon and Plimmer were 
technically operating together. 

At Plimmer’s office it was admit- 
ted the license bureau had advised 
Leon and Guy Fisher could not re- 
main, Strenuous denial that Plim- 
mer and Leon were operating on a 
partnership basis was made. 

Inspector Gill of Commissioner 
Quigley’s office stated at the V. M. 
P. A. quarters that he would call 
for the complaints yesterday (Tues- 
day). He refused to discuss the 
situation, stating that as yet he has 
made no report on this phase of it 
to his superior. 

_ Before. leaving, Gill did observe: 

“Abuses throughout this profes- 
sion could be reduced considerably 
were a few of the performers less 
afrafd of blacklists. It isn’t true 
that they are being egyped all 
around. If a few of them would 
use the hammer, they would find 
they would have the support of the 
decent offices in this business.” 


Bunion Stayers’ Places 


With C. C. Pyle’s transcontinental 
marathon race finished and the win- 
ners announced, Pyle is planning to 
place any of the first ten in vaude- 
ville or the movies, Pyle: to share 
50-50" with them on all contracts. 

Pyle has the runners under an 
ironclad two-year contract. 

If vaude fails to accept the run- 
ners Pyle will ‘ry to sign up the 
Bunion Derbyites with the fairs, ap- 
portioning the winners to their re- 
spective home states where the boys 
are expected to be the biggest draw- 
ing cards. 


Names at Marks’ Houses 
Chicago, May 29. 

Among the name _ attractions 
booked for early appearance at 
Marks Brothers’ Marbro and 
Granada picture theatres are Leon 
Errol, Jack Osterman, Joe Frisco, 
Charlotte Lansing, Bernard Gran- 
ville and Sunshine Sammy. 


Richy Craig, Jr., M. C. 
Richy Craig, Jr., goes m. c. for 


Flying Flags 


With flags flying last week 
from the Paramount in behaif 
of Paul Ash, from the Hotel 
Astor bidding welcome to Tom 
Mix, and Loew's State plug- 
ing Douglas Fairbanks, Broad- 
way seemed in holiday attire. 

Flags and banners up and 
down the main stem and in the 

side streets as ballyhoos for 
|| stars and attractions remind 

one of a hot political campaign 
at its height, a 


Mahoney-Wheeler 
Booked with Keith 
By Outside Agents 


The Keith Circuit’s new policy, 
under the guidance of J. J. Murdock 
and Joseph Kennedy, immediately 
asserted itself in the booking of Will 
Mahoney and Bert Wheeler through 
non-franchised agents and at in- 


creases over their former vaude- 
ville salaries without the ‘‘showing” 
and “setting a salary” system, which 
had cost Keith’s more acts than 
any other element concerned. 
Mahoney was booked into the 
Palace for two weeks at $2,500 a 
week, Less than a year ago Ma- 
honey played the Palace at $1,500, 
the salary set on him at that time. 
Since then he has been in musical 
comedy. Ralph Farnum, who held 
a Keith’s franchise at the time of 
Mahoney’s last Palace appearance 
and who booked him then, subse- 
quently turned in his franchise and 
handled Mahoney’s current booking 
as an independent agent. 

Another point is the elimination of 
the ten percent clause in Mahoney’s 
contract. The usual Keith booking 
office fee of five percent was charged 
and Farnum receives his five with- 
out the two and a half percent de- 
duction by the “collection agency.” 

Wheeler, who is journeying to the 
west coast, will play some western 
Orpheum dates booked under a 
similar arrangement, booked by Leo 
Fitzgerald, another ex-Keith agent, 
now free lancing. 

The matter of commisions is also 
important and bears out, in a way, 
the report that the Vaudevilie Col- 
lection Agency will be dissolved, 
with the agent receiving the full 
five percent as an added incentive 
to hustle for Keith's. 

The agents have always main- 
tained they could not exist on the 
two and a half percent and were 
forced to book outside, making un- 
der cover connections, etc., or tak- 
ing side money. 


-Corbett’s Health Farm 


A health farm is in the prospec- 
tive for James J. Corbett. Corbett 
will lay out the prelims for it after 
finishing his present Loew’s vaude- 
ville tour. 

The location of the farm is at 
Wappingers Falls, N. Y., between 
Fishkill and Poughkeepsie. 


EDELMAN FOR FILM WORK 


Lou Edelman, former theatre 
manager, goes west to enter the 
production end of pictures, with 
Gotham. He will be associated with 


PROCTOR’S REQUEST 
TO CALL AT OFFICE 


Keith’s Affiliated Circuit Dis- 
regards Albee’s Bar on 
“Variety” 


The Proctor Circuit phoned Va- 
riety asking that a reporter be sent 
up to Proctor headquarters to pick 
up its future vaudeville bills. 


Variety reporters have been barred 
from the Keith fifth and sixth floor 
booking offices for over two years 
by order of E. F. Albee. It is un- 
derstood that the Proctor Circuit's 
action was independent of any “in- 
structions” and was motivated by a 
desire to have the bills printed in- 
tact under the circuit's name, to 
preserve its identity. 

Proctor’s will road show its vaude- 
ville bills, in future moving the 
shows intact over a route consist- 
ing of the following Proctor houses: 
86th Street; Fifth Ave.; 125th 
Street; New Rochelle; Mt. Vernon; 
Yonkers; Newark; Palace, N. J. 
(full week); Grand and Harmanus 
Bleeker Hall, Albany; New theatre 
in Troy and Proctor's, Schenectady. 

The circuit has requested trade 
papers to run the bills in the order 
named and as a circuit, to preserve 
its individuality, differentiating be- 
tween it and the  Keith-Albee 
houses, with which it is affiliated. 
E. F. Albee is supposed to have a 
minority interest of 25 per cent in 
the Proctor houses. 


Durante Boys at Palace 
On Run at $3,250 Weekly 


Starting next Monday (June 4) 
at Keith’s Palace, New York, on a 
run that may go two weeks or long- 
er, Jimmy Durante, Eddie Jackson 
and Lou Claytén will be paid $3,250 
a week. It’s an increase over their 
previous one week’s Palace salary 
and a considerable advance on the 
amount Keith’s paid the Parody 
Club entertainers when they recent- 
ly appeared at the Riverside, New 
York, for another week. 

It is said that Keith’s ineffectual- 
ly attempted to bargain with the 
trio, but that they made their figure 
and refused to budge. It’s a record 
salary for all time in vaudeville for 
a 3-man turn. 

Wednesday night (30) the trio 
left the Parody Club, where they 
have been all season, playing 38 
weeks. The Parody continues with 
its floor show, and Hal Hickson 
leading it. 

On the Palace bill next week also 
will be Will Mahoney, held over, at 
$2,500 a week, 


Langdon’s M. P. Tour 


Los Angeles, May 29. 


Harry Langdon, whose contract 
with First National expires when 
he finishes making ‘The Volunteer,” 
shortly, is asking $5,000 a week for 
a personal appearance tour in pic- 
ture houses, 

It is not likely that Langdon will 
make any future releasing arrange- 
ments until he has played the pic- 
ture houses, 


LOUISE GROODY’S TURN 
Louise Groody at Keith’s Palace, 
Chicago, June 4. 
Eddie Allen, dancer, and Herman 


KENNEDY TAKES 
ASSISTANT 


John Ford of Boston Ap. 
pointed Personal Rep. 
For Keith’s Head 


John Ford, of Boston, has beeg 
chosen by Joseph P. Kennedy, head 
of Keith's, as his assistant and per. 
sonal representative in the Keith’g 
booking office in the Palace theatre 
building, New York. Ford assumed 
his work late last week. He had 
been the general representative in 
New England with Publix. 

Kennedy has known Ford for some 

time. The latter was in charge of 
the Grey New England circuit, in 
which Kennedy still remains inter- 
ested. That circuit was taken over 
by Paramount-Publix some time 
ago. 
Ford, upon making the Kennedy 
connection, is said to have at once 
interested himself in a _ pending 
theatre deal for Keith's. 


HARRY ROGERS Presents 


ORCHESTRA 


A SURE-FIRE 
HEADLINE ATTRACTION 


THOSE VERSATILE DANCERS 


MURIEL 


AND 


FISHER 


Foremost Exponents of the Bowery 


Publix. He opens June 30 at the} Frank Newman, who is interested| Hupfeld, pianist, will assist Miss Dance—Featured in ‘Parisian Frolics’ 

Wisconsin, Milwaukee. in the production end, also. Groody in the act. : 
LONDON PARIS BERLIN MOSCOW 
LISEU! EMPIRE SCARLA VARIETIE: AGE 
VICTORIA PALACE OLYMPIA WINTER GARTEN ERIDITION 


PALLADIUM 
OLYMPIA CIRCUS 


CIRQUE D'HIVER 
CIRQUE D'PARIS 


European Representative 


PAUL SCHULTZE'S AGENCY (Berlia) 


AT THE PALACE, NEW YORK, NOW 


THE SIX DAUNTON-SHAWS 


ENTERTAINERS IN “WHEELING AROUND” 


K-A-O Rep., N. S. FELDMAN, 1579 Broadway, New York . 


Personal American Rep., DICK HENRY, 1560 Broadway, New York 


ROUTED, B. F. KEITH-ORPHEUM CIRCUITS, SEASONS 1928-1929 


Thanks to MISS M. WOODS, MR. DAYTON WEGEFARTH, MR. LAUDER, MR. DELANEY, MR. JULES DELMAR and All Associate Bookers 


‘ 
— | 
N | | 
i N 
| 
Ze wh AR L. 
‘ 
| // TN. § WE 
| N [ 
N of n¢opation’ —— | \ 
| 
N 
| | | Fred Morgan— 
| | | | 
| | | 
| | 
| — | 
f 
| 
ii | 


Wednesday, May 30, 1928 


VAUDEVILLE 


Agents Now 


| Keith’s Shake-Up for Bookers and 


The big shakeup among bookers 
and agents, previously an annual 
promise in the Keith office, is ex- 
pected any day now. 

The present heads of the circuit 
are determined to rid themselves 
of employees who hold their jobs 
through favoritism and friendship 
with the passing executives, in favor 
of young blood. 

Among those regarded as sure to 
walk the plank are certain bookers 
who have shown a moarked*‘ leaning 
toward certain agents’ acts, as well 
as bookers who have been carrying 
certain acts for years, regardless of 
their ability. 

It is almost a certainty that the 
former pinch penny booking office 
galaries, which are said to have ih- 
epired grafting, will be scaled up- 
ward. Bookers may no longer be 
paid a pittance and expected to 
“make up” the difference through 
their own “connections.” 


Publix ‘Book’ Units 
As Dressed-Up Tab 
Santley-Staged 


Publix will shake up its unit rou- 
tine late this summer, or early in 
the fall, by producing “book” pres- 
entations. 

The circuit has engaged Joseph 
Santley (Santley and Sawyer) for 
that purpose. He joins the produc- 
tion department 1. 

Santley will stage two of the 
“story” units as a trial. It’s the 
well dressed tab idea which Publix 
heads have been turning over for 
gome time. 

Whether the stage bands will be 
kept in the pit for these presenta- 
tions has not been determined. 


Bloom Subbing for Allen 
As Fox Vaude Booker 


Phil Bioom, Keith’s fifth floor 
booker, joins the Fox vaude orgai:- 
ization in a fortnight to succeed 
Edgar Allen. Blcum and Jesse 
Kaye will be on the Fox books un- 
der Jack B. Loeb, taking over Allen’s 
duties. 

Allen’s status with the William 
Fox Vaudeville Agency is still in- 
determinate. Allen is drawing sal- 
ary regularly but not functioning for 
the past couple of months. Allen 
and Fox, personally, are slated for a 
conference tomorrow (Thursday). 

Broadway sympathy is with Allen, 
appreciating the mess his private 
affairs witR his wife, the former 
Katharine Murray (vaudeville) had 
gotten him into as a result of 
Frances “Peaches” Browning com- 
ing into the situation. 

Allen this week filed a sensational 
cross-bill of divorce against his wife, 
counter-suing for an absolute di- 
vorce and naming an unknown co- 
respondent. Papers are not dis- 
closed. Julius Kendler is acting for 
Allen. 

“Peaches” is now reported doing 
direct Looking, having detached her- 
self from Marvin Welt as agent. 


No Sunday Ordinance, But 
House License Suspended 


Brewster, N. Y., May 29. 

License of the Cameo, local vaud- 
film house, was suspended last 
week through its operators at- 
tempting to give Sunday shows. 
Frank O'Neill and those associated 
in operation of the house, were 
summoned to court. Upon arraign- 
ment, attorney for the defendants 
claimed non-existence of a Sunday 
ordinance. After considerable scuf- 
fling, none could be produced, but 
the theatre men were held for 
further hearing this week. 

Meanwhile the theatre’s license 
remains suspended and the house 
is dark. Cameo was playing five 
acts on a split week. 


“Valentined” Out of $1,200 
Robbing of the safe in S. Calde- 
rone’s Hempstead theatre, Hemp- 
Stead, L. L, last week, when $1,200 
was carted away, is believed an in- 
Side job. 


Expected Any Time 


TALK OF STARR-SCALES 


AS T.0.B.A. SUCCESSOR 


With recent activities on the part 
of Milton Starr, one of the heads of 
the 7. O. B. A. circuit, in promoting 
the interests of the Starr-Scales 
Circuit, the belie. prevails among 
negroes in New York that the lat- 
ter is destineS to replace the old 


colored circuit, 

Starr-Seales is operating from 
Nashville, The new circuit recently 
acquired the Liberty, Greenville, 
S. C.; Eagle theatre, High Point, 
N. C., and the new Gem at Reids- 
ville, N. C. 

As the list for the Starr-Scales 
Circuit stands, in addition to those 
just obtained, it includes the fol- 
lowing: 

Bijou and Lincoln, Nashville; 
Lincoln, Winston-Salem, N. C.; 
Lenox, Augusta, Ga.; Lincoln, 
Charleston, S. C.; Royal, Columbia, 
S. C.; Lincoln, New Bern, N. C., and 
the Palace, Ensley, Ala. 

Most all the S-S theatres play 
vaude, musical tabs and pictures 
with a few at present offering 
straight pictures, 


Texas M. C. Rents His 
Flat to Visiting Players 


Chicago, May 29. 

Al Morey, m. c. at the Worth, 
Fort Worth, Tex., has furnished an 
apartment which he rents weekly 
to members of Publix unit’ playing 
there. 

Morey doesn’t use it himself, 
operating it strictly as a business 
venture, 


John Royal East 


Cleveland, May 29. 

It ig authentically reported here 
that John Royal, manager of Keith’s 
Palace, will be transferred to New 
York on or about July 1. He will 
occupy a new role in the east, join- 
ing Major Thompson on the theatre 
end, it is said. 


Royal has managed the Palace | 


since it epened. Besides his man- 
agerial duties he has acted as a sort 
of district supervisor, his territory 
including Detroit. 

Frank Hines, supplanted at the 
Keith house in Akron last week by 
Herb Jennings, former manager of 
the darkened Temple, Detroit, is 
named as Royal's successor in this 
city. 


Closing Loew’s Open Wk. 


A report around the square that 
Loew’s was opening acts in Birm- 
ingham and closing hem in Houston 
was expleined by Marvin Schenck 
as arising from the booking of a 
special bi sent south for six weeks. 
It was to rearrange %ookings and 
close up one open week on the 
southern route caused by the clos- 
ing some time ago of the Dallas 
house. 

All Loew shows are receiving the 
full ro te. Dallas is the only closed 
town and the open week caused 
for a while by that drop-out has not 
been closed with al’ time now con- 
tinuous. 

The special bill opened in Norfolk 
and closes in Houston. 


A. & H.’s One-Third Cut 


San Francisco, May 29. 

Acts playing Ackerman and Har- 
ris Union Square, downtown house 
opposite the Orpheum, are now 
forced to take one-third salary cut. 

They had been taking a 25 per 
cent cut previously, bad business 
being given as the reason. 


NATTOVA BREAKS ANKLE 


At the finish of a dance number 
during her performance at the 
Olympia, New Haven, Saturday, 
Natcha Nattova fell and broke her 
ankle. 

She was removed to a New Haven 
hospital and will be unable to con- 
tinue with her stage work for sev- 
eral months. 


K-A’s Galling Week 
South and Spiegelberg 


More grief for the Keith- 
Albee-Orpheum circuit and 
more torch carrying by the 
bookers made itself evident 
around the Palace Theatre 
building last week when it 
was learned by a _ round- 
about route that an hitherto 
unknown booker named Spie- 
gelberg, operating out of At- 
lanta, was booking acts play- 
ing the Delmar time for four 
and fivé weeks around Atlanta 
and Chattanooga. KAO now 
has but a full week in the 
South: Greensboro, three days; 
High Point, one day, and 
Charlotte, three days, all in 
North Carolina. 

After that acts playing those 
cities until recently had no 
further time in view in that 
vicinity. That is where Spie- 
gelberg steps in. He meets the 
acts in Charlotte, and evidently 
operating without any affilia- 
tions, signs the Delmar acts 
for four and five weeks at the 
same salary KAO plays them, 
opening at the Capitol, Atlanta, 
vaude-film house. The galling 
part of Spiegelberg’s activities 
is that the Delmar time for- 
merly included the houses 
where the independent booker 
is now sending the acts that 
go south for a single week of 

KAO vaude. 


Acker and Partners in 
N. S. Having Trouble 


St. Johns, N. B., May 29. 

Leonard R. aAcker, for many 
years theatre operator in Halifax, 
Sydney and Dartmouth, N. §S., is 
charged by James N. O’Brien with 
attempted extortion. Also facing the 
same charge is James A.- Crane, 
identified with Acker and O’Brien 
in theatre promotions. 

Acker and Crane have been held 
in $500 for the grand jury. O’Brien 
claims both threatened to give to 
ereditors of the trio, a document 
which would incriminate him, they 
declared. Instead of giving them the 
$500 they demanded on penalty of 
handing the paper to the creditors, 
O’Brien says, he made the charge 
against both his partners. 

All three have been lately in- 
terested in a theatre in Olneyville, 
R.-4., with the theatre doing poor 
business consistently. 

4acker, several years ago, 
{vf ue leading harness racing stable 
owners of the Maritime Provinces. 
In amusements he has been inter- 
ested in vaudeville, legit, tab and 
pictures. 

One of the unusual phases of his 
career was the receipt of about $8,- 
000 in conscience money returned 
to him by a clergyman of Halifax. 
The money had been given to the 
clergyman by a former employe of 
Acker, and had been stolen. 


MADGE HART’S $2,614 

Jack Welch has confessed judg- 
ment for $2,614 in favor of Madge 
Hart in her suit for a 10 per cent 
accounting of the net profits of the 
road rights to “Sally.” 

Mrs. Hart invested $3,000 for the 
10 per cent interest, and received 
back $2,488. She sued for an ac- 
counting, and on Weich’s affidavit 
that the show netted $47,771, the 
balance of $2,614 was awarded the 
plaintiff. 


ANN PENNINGTON’S SHOW 

Los Angeles, May 29. 
Ann Pennington, after. playing 
two weeks for West Coast, is now 
en route to New York, where she 
will begin rehearsal with White's 
next “Scandals.” Miss Pennington 
was to have made a tour of West 
Coast houses, but obtained a re- 

lease from Fanchon and Marco. 


Jennings At Akron 
Detroit, May 29. 

Herb Jennings, former manager 
of the darkened Keith's Ternple, 
will be transferred to Akron, O., 
to supplant Frank Hines as man- 
ager of the Keith house in that 
city. 

Jennings came to Detroit last Au- 
gust after representing Keith's In- 
dianapolis for several years. 


Midgley’s Chinese Skit 
Sager Midgley has written a Chi- 
nese operetta for vaudeville. A. C. 
Seymour accepted it for production. 
Midgley ta te appear in the leading 
role. 
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TO MAKE HIS CHOICE 


Chicago, May 29. 
A somewhat Positive report j 
around says the Keith's skids are 
ready for Sam Kut Kahl, the show 
! business’ champ salary. slasher. 


Sammy seems undetermined. 
| Sam may be eased out by an un- 


|known method to him, or he may | 


ibe grdered to report at the fifth 
| floor booking 
{New York. If the latter, Sammy 
| has sworn by his cutting knife that 
j he never will be demoted by work 
‘in New York; that he will take air 
!first himself, and every one agrees 
| that that would be the simplest out 
for him. 
Whatever the 


contingency oF 
;emergency, the prime Kutter will 
discover to his and their dismay 
j that all of his cronies of the for- 
; mer Orpheum Circuit are helpless 
in Keith's nowadays. 

Heiman Found Out | 

Another report says that Mareus | 
Heiman, the former Orpheum’'s 
president, found that out last week 
while conversing with Jos. P. Ken- 
nedy, J. J. Murdock and Pat Casey 
in this city. Heiman is said to have 
been told plenty. Kennedy is also 
|reported to have been assured by 
| Mrs. E. C. Kohl, one of the for- 
Orpheum’'s largest stockhold- 
ers, of her full support for his 
Keith's administration. 

One story is that Ben Piazzoa 
will go to New York to be given 
final instructions how he is to 
operate the Association and Keith's 
Western in this city. Those in- 
structions from accounts will elimi- 
nate the chief Kutter from any 
bossy participation in loca] Keith's 
affairs. 

Kahl has had a most ruinous ef- 
fect upon vaudeville in this mid- 
west section. He cost the Crpheum 
and Keith's nearly all of the good- 
will they had established or could 
secure with his tactics in handling 
actors and agents. Kahl appeared 
to please the then moguls of the 
Orpheum Circuit, one of the many 
reasons that could be located as the 
cause of the Orpheum Circuit busi- 
ness tumbling all along“the line be- 
fore it had to go with Keith's to 
save itself. 


‘Kunsky Agency’s 15 
Houses and 8 Weeks 


Detroit, May 29. 
Kunsky booking agency (Co-op- 
erative Booking Office) headed by 
Howard Pierce, with Lew Kane as 
assistant, is under way and lining 
up houses for next season. New 
office expects to start with 15 or 
more theatres and approximately 
eight weeks of playing time. 
This will be Pierce's 


initial 


headed the Kunsky exploitation and 
production departments for years. 
He will continue as producer in 
addition to his booking duties. 
Kane came here about a year ago 
to produce at the Grand Riviera. 


Previously he ¢had been with the 
W. V. M. A. and road man with 
Loew Western (Johnny Jones) in 
Chicago. 


2 Made Into 1 

By way of a picture house ex- 
periment, E. K. Nadel pooled two 
of his Keith acts, “Happiness Girls” 
and the Flo Mayo turn, and booked 
them into the big picture theatre in 
Trenton booked by Larry Golde. 

This gave the house a combined 
musical and specialty § attraction 
comprising 15 persons, 


LOEW’S *“‘REVELS” 

A condensed version of Harry 
Delmar's “Revels,” supposed to play 
for Keith, evidently was unable to 
come to a salary settlement with 
that circuit and has accepted Loew 
bookings, 

Act opens at the Hillside June 11. 


From Pan To Keith 
Los Angeles, May 29 
After playing two weeks for Pan- 
tages, William Desmond switched to 
the Keith and is playing his sketch 


; adandon 


ini. 
office of Keith's iD | Loew's, Inc., and Loew's arose 


vaudeville booking venture, having | 


for the latter circuit on the Coast. 


Abandons State, 
House Dark 


KUT KAHL WILL HAVE | 


This is the final week for 
the operation of Loew's State, Bufe- 
falo, by Loew's, Inc. The chains 
headquarters in New York notified 
the local holding company it would 
all connection with the 
property after June 2. 

The State will be dark until txe 
fall, when it is expected to open 
under another policy. The name of 


| Loew will be removed Xm the 
{Just how the skids will be om the 


atre, 

Loew's State, Buffalo, has been 
Playing to poor business for some 
time. Differences arose between the 
local stockholders, not cannected 
some time ago. Failure recently, 
from accounts, of the Buffalo come 
pany meeting certain obligations 
brought about notice from Loew's 


to inform the State's employes of 
its retirement. 


TOM MIX, $32,500, 
TOPS BEST 


“Western” Ace Beats All 
Gross Records 


Tom Mix, the Sole name at Keith's 
Hippodrome, New York, last week 
took all records of that house under 
the present management, with a 
gross of $32,500. : 

Previous record holders had been 
bunched at around amounts some- 
what below Mix's high. 

Mix’s record at the Hip is looked 
upon as the more remarkable 
through the slight assistance given 
in the way of Keith's publicity or 
outside showmanship. Mix easily 
adapts himself to- outside show 
work for a theatre he is in, as he 
did in the several Keith houses 
played on the way to New York, 

This week the western ace is at 
the Albee, Brooklyn, N. Y., and next 
week at Keith's, Boston. The latter 
house wil! close his first vaude tour, 
Several offers made Mix to continue 
and from other circuits have been 
rejected. 

Going Home 

, After spending a week or so in 
New York, he will return to his 
Hollywood home and the FBO stu- 
dios. Mix is due to start making 
his FBO western pictures July 20. 
His contract with FBO calls for 
$1,500 daily guarantee every day of 
the year, and he will turn out six 
pictures the first full term. 

It is understood besides the guar- 
anteed yearly FBO salary of about 
$550,000, Mix participates in the 
gross circulation of his pictures 
over a specified amount.: A Mix 
western grosses almost as much 
outside of the U. S. ag it does here, 

In vaudevillé Mix receives $3,500 


weekly. He carries “Tony,” and 
about eight hands, besides a per- 
sonal staff, car and chauffeur. It's 


not unlikely thet Mix’s vaude tour 
has been made by him at a personal 
cash loss. 


Report Orpheum Combing 
Small Midwestern Towns 


Chicago, May 29. 

Reports drifting in from small 
mid-western towns indicate that 
Orpheum is canvassing that field as 
the most promising for vaudeville, 

Orpheum’ representatives have 
appeared in various towns looking 
over possible building sites, and 
also broaching the idea of 60-60 
operation with Orpheum vaude to 
small town house managers. This 


has led to a concerted rumor that™. 


Orpheum may shortly undertake an 
extensive booking campaign im 
these smaller spots. 


Welt’s Colored Midgets 


Marvin Welt is sailing for India 
in a few weeks to bring back a 
colored midget troupe. 

Welt's possible association with 
Lyons & Lyons to take charge of 
their Chicago office, is in abeyanee 
until Sam Salvin returns from Call- 
fornia. 

Meantime, Welt handling 
Peaches Browning (there have been 
rumors to the contrary which are 
unfounded) and Joseph Regan, the 
tenor. 
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30, 1928 


Wednesday, May 


A Combination of Success- 
ful New England and New 
York Vaudeville 
Booking Men 


EXHIBITORS SHOULD 
CLOSELY INVESTI- 
GATE THIS NEW 
VAUDEVILLE BOOK- 
ING EXCHANGE 


ae, 


Ory 
Z 


— 


Artists May Book 
Direct 


N 


*. 


NEW ENGLAND EX- 
HIBITORS KNOW US— 
WE INVITE THEATRE 
MANAGERS EVERY- 
WHERE TO GFT 


G 0 


_Now..Booking 


6 


An Affiliation of Bookers 
That Spells Competence, 
Knowledge and Great 
Buying Power 


ORGANIZATION 
SUCH AS THIS WITH 
GOOD BOOKERS AND 
SUFFICIENT CAPITAL 
SHOULD APPEAL TO 
THE BUSINESS IN- 
STINCTS OF THEATRE 

MANAGERS 


) = 


Communicate With 
Our Nearest Branch 
-New York or Boston 


WE HAVE COMBINED 
YOUTH AND EXPERI- 
ENCE, VISION AND 
KNOWLEDGE, ENTHU- 
SIASM EFFICI- 
ENCY. WE REALIZE 
THAT IN ORDER TO 
SUCCEED WE MUST 


ACQUAINTED 


IS 


The First Time in the History of Inde- 
pendent Vaudeville That an 
Organization of This Kind 
Has Been Attempted! 


UNITY THERE 
STRENGTH 


FIRST PLEASE THE EX- 
HIBITOR 


We Book Theatres of Any Size—Shows 
at the Price You Can Afford to Pay— 


VAUDEVILLE AND PRESENTATIONS 
ANYTHING FROM A SINGLE TO A NINE-ACT BILL 
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A METROPOLITAN | 
i Over 50. + INDEPENDENT 
| = Theatres in OFFICE 
= the Vicinity of With 
New England and UNITED | [> 
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Wednesday, May 30, 1928 


VAUDEVILLE 


Floating Nite Club 


Lou Schwartz, Harry Richman 
and George Olsen are monkeying 
around with a ship cabaret idea off 
the West 77th street Hudson River 
pier. It’s an ex-German liner now 
off the coast of Florida at Miami. 

If it can stand the towing trip 
to New York, that'll be the 
Schwartz-Richman summer enter- 
prise with Olsen on the music end. 

Otherwise, Richman goes into the 
Chateau Madrid atop the 54th St. 
Club as soon as the special stairs 
can be built leading to the roof, 

Another roof nite club will be 
Helen Morgan on West 52d street at 
the old Band Box, adjoining the 
Mimic. 


ROSCOE 
AILS 


Announces the grand opening 
May 28th of his beautiful sum- 
mer resort, Artist Isle. 
Beautiful, spacious, log bunga- 
lows, thoroughly modern, lava- 
tories and baths in every bunga- 
low. Bathing beach, fishing, 
boating, golfing. 

Ten minutes from Amusement 
Park. 

The incomparable vacation spot 
of America. 


Address 


ROSCOE AILS 


Russell Point, Ohio 


1 Hour from Columbus, Ohio 


| Seanckler-Cosman and 


Shutters went up on the new Rex, 
East Rutherford, N. J., with Louis 
Smuckler operating, and J. T. Cos- 
man, from whom Smuckler took 
over the house in February, em- 
broiled in combat that may reach 
the courts. Cosman claims the orig- 
inal purchase arrangement was a 
down payment of $45,000 and $512 
weekly for remaining notes. This 
payment was made and_ =several 
weekly notes met, when Smuckler 
claims he was presented with a bill 
for $3,500 due on scenery from 
Novelty Scenic Studios, Smuckler 
refused payment, claiming the 
amount due was Cosman’s obliga- 
tion. Later, the scenery was at- 
tached by its owners and removed 
from the theatre, 

Smuckler conferred with his at- 
torney, Max D. Steuer, who advised 
that he withhold further payments 
to Cosman until the scenery had 
been restored. Cosman_ retaliated 
with dispossess proceedings, which 
now have the theatre dark. Smuck- 
ler threatens $25,000 aé¢tion 
against Cosman for monies lost 
through closing of the house. 

Theatre had been playing five 
acts and pictures on a split week, 
booked by Jack Linder. 


Sale’s Next Talker 

Chic Sale, having closed with “Gay 
Paree” in Albany, N. Y., last week 
after playing 87 weeks for the Shu- 
berts, is in New York to make an- 
other Movietone picture. Sale did 
the first Movietone two-reeler 18 
months ago. 

The rural comic will split the 
summer between the talking pic- 
tures and club dates until Septem- 


ber, at which time he starts re- 
hearsing with another Shubert 
show. 

Leo Morrison still handling 


Sale for the “talkers.” 


GIRL ACT FOR AUSTRALIA 
San Francisco, May 29. 


Harry P. Muller has booked E. G. 
Sherman’s Ingenues, all-girl stage 
band of 19 players, for the William- 
son circuit, Australia. They sail 
from Vancouver on the “Aorano” 
June 27 after closing their West 
Coast tour for Fanchon & Marco 
June 24. 

This is the biggest American 
yvaude act ever sent to Australia. 
There will be 25 in the party. 


20-Year-Old House Shut 


Danbury, Conn., May 29. 
The Best theatre, Poughkeepsie, 
N. Y., operating for 20 years, was 
closed last week by the city council. 


They deemed it unsafe. 


Court Over Closed House 


DOC 


IN HIS NEW PROTEAN NOVELTY 


“IN THE WISHING WELL” 


with PEACHES and POPPY 


This Week: K.-A. PALACE, NEW YORK 


BOOKED UNTIL APRIL, 1929 


HANDICAP WRITER 


Thomas P. McAuliffe, golf 
writer, who has both his arms 
2ff at the shoulders and uses 
a lead pencil held between his 
teeth to operate a typewriter 
is considering vwaude appear- 
ances. 

McAuliffe, until recently, 
was on the sports staff of the 
Buffalo “Evening News.” 


KEN MURRAY NICKED 


Allowed $75 Weekly In 
Separation Action 


Wife 


Ken Murray (vaudeville) has 
been ordered to remit at the rate 
of $75 a week and $500 counsel fees 
to his wife, Mrs. Charlotte Don- 
court, the comedian’s surname in 
private life. 

Julian T. Abeles, for the wife, 
will move for an increase in ali- 
mony to at least $100 a week, having 
asked ‘for $250 originally, setting 
forth that Murray will be playing 
this summer. The vaudevillian had 
interposed affidavits to the effect 
he was laying-off until the fall, 
when his new three-year contract 
with Keith’s went into effect. 


Skater Given Verdict 
Under Compensation Law 


Albany, May 29. 

A skater who contracts to ap- 
pear at an ice palace, garden or 
theatre for a definite period is still 
eligible to receive aid under the 
Workmen’s Compensation Law. The 
Appellate Division, Third Depart- 
ment, so decided recently in the 
case of Hearn vs. Madison Square 
Garden Corp. 

Hearn contracted with the Gar- 
den to put on a skating act witha 
partner from Dec. 19, 1925 to Jan. 
15, 1926. For this he was to re- 
ceive $1,000. Qn the evening of 
Dec. 30 he was injured while mak- 
ing a jump which was a part of his 
routine. He was given an award 
by a referee dealing with work- 
men’s compensation cases, the ar- 
biter holding Hearn’s agreement 
was not an independent contract. 
The Garden corporation and the in- 
surance company appeaied the 
award, contending it was an inde- 
pendent contract and therefore out- 
side the Workmen’s Compensation 
Law. 

Deputy Attorney General E. C. 
Aiken argued the appeal for the 
State Industrial Commission, the 
Appellate Division upholding his 
contentions, but without written 
opinion. 


$25 Plaque as Pass 


Seattle, May 29. 
An innovation in the way of sell- 
ing admissions is being used by 
Casper Fischer of the Washington 
Theatre Enterprises. 
The gag is to sell bronze placques, 


TOMMY 


FASTEST DANCING ACT IN THE BUSINESS! 


SEXTETTE 
and LYDA RKOBERTY 
Warner Brothers Theatre in Hollywood Indefinitely 


ATKINS 


CLARA HOWARD 


MAY 27—ORPHEUM, 
JUNE 3—DES MOINES, DAVENPORT 


OMAHA 


ARTHUR 


MILLARD a 


in “KOLLEGE KAPERS,” Written by Henry Bergman 

May 28 (This Week)—Flatbosh, 

June 4 (Next Week)—Newburg and Poughkeepsie 
Direction MILT LEWIS 


nd MARLIN 


Brooklyn 


which will admit one or more 
guests to the house for the entire 
year. The plaques, beautifully 
| typed and engraved, costs the hold- 
~~ $25 and entitles him to free ad- 
mittance to the house at all times. 

Fischer is realizing a tidy sum 
| out of this unusual method of thea- 
tre financing. 


Kharum, Bond Seller 


Syracuse, N. Y., May 29. 
Kharum, “the Persian pianist,” 
native of this city and long in 


vaudeville, is quitting the stage 
to enter the bond field, he an- 
nounced here this week. Kharum 
will be associated with the New 
Jersey Continental Bankshares Cor- 
poration of New York, which has 
just opened a local office. 

Kharum is the second Syracusan 
to desert the theatrical field for the 
bond business. William V. A. Mac 
of this city, long with Pathe as 
exchange manager and publicity di 
rector, has become director of sales 
for. the Benjamin Baker Company. 
with headquarters here. 


TROUPERS WILL BUILD 
Los Angeles, May 29. 
The Troupers, stage organization, 
|' composed of actors who have been 
| in the business for 30 years or more, 
are getting ready to build a club- 
house in Hollywood. 

In order to augment the building 
fund it is proposed top give a series 
of shows with talent from the club’s 
own ranks. First of these shows 
will be given May 31 in the Hol- 


lywood highschool auditorium. 


High Court’s Decision 


Wipes Out Agency Laws 


Washington, May 29, 
The U. S. Supreme Court's ruling 
declaring state laws regulating em- 
ployment fees as unconstitutional is 
considered a grave precedent for 


the show business. It legalizes the 
10 per cent employment ageney 
commissions or anything beyond 
that. 


The test case which resulted in 
a signal victory for the employment 
agencies is from Newark, instituted 
by Rupert Ribnik. The highest tri- 
bunal held that the New Jersey law, 
as well as a similar statute in 21 
States of the Union, was illegal on 
the ground it is beyond the powers 
of a State to enforce laws which 
regulate or fix charges, whether 
they be fees or commissions charged 
for professional services or wages 
for labor. 

Russell J. Eldridge, Director of 
the State Labor Department, opined 
in Newark that he feared a return 
of unscrupuleus employment agents 
as a result of the Supreme Court’s 
decision. 


MISS SHONE’S JUDGMENT 


Hermine Shone, vaude agent, has 
been tapped for a $3,013 judgment 
in favor of Kathleen Morris. The 
latter sued on two grounds, alleging 
a $1,000 cash loan and another in- 
debtedness for $1,800 for furniture 
sold Apri] 25, 1927. 

Miss Shone did not defend the 
judgment, with costs and interests, 
brings the total in excess of $3,000. 


_ VARIETY 
Billy Mann came back te New 
York from Londen on the q. t. last 
week and is now associsted with 
Meyer Davis in New York on so- 


ciety bookings. Mann has his Yacht 
Club Boys with him, including Eddie 
Thomas and Eddie Ward. 

Chick Endor is marooned in Lone 
don for alimony arrears which now 
total up in the millions for 14 months 
at 175 tears weekly. 


WM. MORRIS’ BENEFIT 


William Morris returned to Sara- 
nae Lake for a vacation this week, 
after visiting his offices for a few 
days last week. 

Morris is concerning himself with 
another elaborate show July 4, 
afternoon and evening, including an 
outdoor carniva! and festival, with 
the show at night, on behalf of the 
Day Nursery at the resort. 


MARION SUNSHINE 


Special Material 


Baby Sister Blues’ Duncan “Sisters 
**Love's Opera’’ for Dorothy Jardon 
“Flapper Fannie’ and “Grandma Blues” 
for Fannie Ward 


112 West 49th Street 
New York City 
Telephone Bryant 0075 


HARRY Q. 


ORGANIST 
Warner Bros. Theatre, Holly wood 


guitar. 


different way. 


and my 


of Borde and Robinson. 


The “Bard of the Byways,” 
Aubrey, rises to explain to all and sundry. 


“T used to ‘fake’ a little on the piano—always 
liked guitar—got hold of one once, thru’ skillfully, 
or fortunately making a ten the hard way. I 
found that my fingers were too short or some- 
thing to play it in the orthodox manner—so | 
turned the instrument into an open B flat major 
chord (my first chord on piano) held the guitar 
on my lap in the manner of a steel guitar, and 
using my thumb to slide like a steel, with fingers 
in same position as a piano keyboard. 


‘Figured how many tones or half-tones— 
on each individual string—my second chord was, 
third chord, and so on—AND THAT’S 
ALL THERE IS TO IT. 


“I know I am not a Virtuoso on the guitar by 
any means—never will be—but I have at least 
invented something original.” 


HOP TO IT, EVERYBODY 
NOTE: I am still featuring my Minstrel Band 
Parade—also doing my famous ‘ 
piece of business in it which was suggested to me 
by a fellow performer—my friend, Bob Robinson 


Sincerely, 


Will Aubrey Je 
Still Rambling Over the K-A-0 Circuit 


This Week, Palace, Milwaukee 


Direction: SIMON AGENCY » 


WILL 


AUBREY 


“THE RAMBLING 


AKES this means of explaining his peculiar 
method of playing (?) his accompaniment 
Having been asked by numerous 
people whether he used a steel or not—or how 
he ever learned to play in such a distinctly 


namely “Old Man” 


-down 


‘leap for life” 


Nn, 
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Gus Edwards and ‘Mr. Wa’ 


Become Publix Units 


Chicago, May 29. 

“Mr. Wu.” vaude act, has been 
converted into a presentation and 
will play 30 weeks of Publix time 
as a unit. 

Gus Edwards, with a troupe of his 
juveniles, also will play the same 
route. 


Birmingham House Leased 
Lyric, Birmingham, has_ been 
leased from the Interstate Circuit 
for musical stock during the sum- 
mer. 
Jimmy Hodges has the company | 


TINSEL 
METAL CLOTH 


FOR DROPS 


36 in. wide at 75c a yd. and up 
A full line of gold and silver bro- 
cades, metal cloths, gold and silver 
trimmings, rhinestones, spangles, 
tights, opera hose, etc., etc., for stage 
costumes. Samples upon request. 


J. J. Wylie & Bros., Inc. 


(Successors to Siegman & Weil) 
18-20 East 27th Street 
NEW YORK 


NOW PLAYING PUBLIX THEATRES 


MASSE 


AND 


DIETRICH 


irection ARTHUR SEELIG 
of LYONS and LYONS 


United Booking Agency 


BILLY WEINBERG, Mer. 


605 Woods Theatre Bldg. 
CHICAGO 


Phones Dearborn 3363 and 5037 


TWO-YEAR SENTENCE 


C. R. Fox On Road Gang For Non- 
Support—Co. Pays Family 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

Carlos Ray Fox, vaude actor, was 
sentenced to two years on the coun- 
ty road gang by Municipal Judge 
Frederickson for failing to support 
his wife and two children. 

Mrs. Edna Fox, his wife, com- 
plained that she had not received 
a penny from her husband for the 
past year, Fox's defense was that 
he had been ill and out of work. 

During the next two years Fox's 
family will be paid $2 a day by 
the county. 


Gene Dennis on Publix 


Route With Percentage 


Los Angeles, May 29. 


Gene Dennis, the wonder girl from 
Kansas, has been booked to do her 
mental observation and thought in 
the Publix houses for 26 weeks. 

These houses are booked by Mil- 
ton Feld, with the engagement 
opening at Palace, Dallas, June 2. 

Miss Dennis is to have a special 
press agent ahead and back. She 
will also give morning matinees ex- 
clusively for women. She is on a 
guarantee and percentage. 

Booking was made through the 
local William Morris Agency. 


Darling’s Vacation 


Eddie Darling, the Keith booker, is 
taking a vacation of two months in 
Kurope. 

Mr. Darling of recent seasons ap- 
pears to have been especially inter- 
ested in the booking over here of 
foreign acts. He’s probably going 
over for another load. 

Many think that this summer is a 
good time for Keith people to stick 
around if they expect to stick. 

Darling is leaving today (Wednes- 
day). 


DRIVING ’CROSS COUNTRY 


Bert Wheeler, Al St. Clair and 
Rube Bernstein leave New York 
June 4 for an overland trip to Los 
Angeles. The boys intend driving 
in Wheeler's car by way of the 
Grand Canyon, 

Both Wheeler and St. 
picture work out there, 
going on Vitaphone. 


Clair do 
Wheeler 


Marcu 


General Executive Offices 


Loew 


160 WEST 46"ST-: 
BRYANT: 9850~NEW YORK CITY 


J. H.. LUBIN 


GENERAL 


MANAGER 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


BOOKING MANAGER 
CHICAGO OFFICE 
600 WOODS THEATRE B’LD’G 
JOHNNY JONES 


IN CHARGE 


1560 Broadway 


“ACME BOOKING OFFICES, INC. 


Booking All Theatres Controlled by 


STANLEY COMPANY OF AMERICA 


A route of 15 weeks within 200 miles of New York 
Artists invited to book direct 


New York City 


| roller 
| 500 


A VAUDEVILLE AGENCY WHICH PRODUCES MORE THAN IT PROMISES — 
CONSISTENT, EFFICIENT SERVICE SINCE 1913 


The Fally Markus Vaudeville Agency 


Astor Theatre Bldg., N. W. Cor. 45th St. and Broadway 


Lackawanna 7876 


New York City 


Girl at $125 Wkly Sold 
To Show at $300—Suit 


Colette D’Harville, French find 
with “Here's Howe,” is the subject 
of two suits by Edward S. Keller 
and Sam Shannon, who are suing 
Tonal Productions, Inc. (Aarons and 
Freedley subsidiary), the owners of 
the musical comedy in one action, 
and Miss D'Harville, in another ac- 
tion. 


Keller and Shannon had groomed 
the French girl and gave her a 
year’s contract guaranteeing her 
$125 a week from January 9, 1928. 
In turn they sold her services to 
Ben Bernie’s Club Intime :nd the 
tichman for $200 and to Aarons and 
Freedley at $300 a week until Oct. 
6, with $100 weekly increase there- 
after. 

Keller and Shannon, _ through 
Julius Kendler, maintain that the 
“Here's Howe” rmanagement was 
obligated to pay Miss D'Harville’s 
saiary to them, instead of which 
they paid her in person. 

The agents are suing Tonal Pro- 
ductions, Inc., for the eight weeks 
the show has run out of town and 
on Broadway, or $2,400. In another 
suit, they claim $1,400 from Miss 
D’Harville, the difference between 
the eight weeks at $125 a week or 
$1,000 they allege she is entitled to, 
and the $2,400 she earned on the 
contract. 


INCORPORATIONS 


NEW YORK 


Artkraft Productions, Inme., Manhat- 
tan, manage theatres, employ singers, 
20,000; Hebert S. Vogel, Michael Le- 
bauer, David Berk. Filed by Vogel & 
Whynrman, 239 Broadway, New York. 
Galeo Amusement Corp., Manhattan, 
manage theatres, 200 shares no par 
value; Milton D. Blankstein, Nora 
O'Leary, Abraham Solomon. Filed by 
Diamond, Abrahams & Strauss, 270 
Madison ave., New York. 

One Mile Up, Inc., Manhattan, the- 
atrical enterprises, 150 shares no par 
value; Elsie Cohen, Irving 8S. Strouse, 
Louis N. Pollock. Filed by Ebner J. 
Ruben, 1440 Broadway, New York. 

Staley & Howell, Ine., Rochester, 
moving pictures, $76,000; Richard F., 
Staley, Mortimer B. Howell, Cass F. 
Stahley. Filed by Lewis, Makay, Bown 
& Johnson, 815-21 Union Trust Bidg., 
Rochester. 

Theatre Supply Merchants, Inc., New 
York, theatre furniture, tickets, general 
business of ‘theatre supply merchants, 
general mercantile and commission and 
brokerage business, 100 shares no par 
value; Lawrence Bolognine, Aaron Sa- 
Piro, Harry Brandt. Filed by Frank 
Aranew, 84 William st., New York. 

Manhattan Studios, Inc., Manhattan, 
motion pictures, studios, exhibitions, 
$10,000; Carl Mittenthal, Gertrude Wino- 
grad, Estelle I. Weintraub. Filed by 
Samuel Jesse Buzzell, 1440 Broadway, 
New York. 

Billy Baskette, Inc., Manhattan, print- 
ing. publishing, song, plays, operas, 
operate devices and apparatus for 
amusement, motion pictures, 500 shares 
no par value; Theo. Alban, Billy Bas- 
kette, Clifford Y. Brisscoe. Filed by 
er a H. Kittel, 3 East 44th st., New 
ork. 
Newpo Theatres, Inc., Newburgh, man- 
age theatres, musical productions, mo- 
tion picture machines, cameras, 200 
shares no par value; Daniel Becker, 
Henry Grusky, Hanna Lindberg. Filed 
by Henry Grusky, 64 2nd _ st., New- 
burgh, N. Y. 

Woodcliffe Roller Coaster Co., Inc., 
Poughkeepsie, operate Ferris wheels, 
coasters and other amusements, 
shares no par value; Arthur I, 
Strang, Marion E. Alley, J. Henry Neale. 
Filed by Strang & Taylor, 203 Main st., 
White Plains, New York. 

Certified Automatic Devices, Inc., New 
York, motion picture theatres, entertain- 
ment devices, $10,000; Thomas Gilleran, 
Charles S. Lubin, Max Lubin. Filed by 


Joseph E. Glass, 61 Chambers st., New 
York. 

Lou Irwin, Inc., New York, sell tick- 
ets, rent theatrical costumes, moving 


pictures, business of warehousemen, $20,- 
000; Arthur Barnett, Lou Irving, Albert 
Somkin. Filed by Harry Sakes Hech- 
heimer, 140 West 42nd st., New York. 

Arlington Amusement Corp., Manhat- 
tan, motion pictures, $2,000; Benjamin 
Berson, Barnet Liman, Morris Leff. 
Filed by James Rosthal, 12 East 4ist 
st., Manhattan. 

_Charles Burns, Ine., New York, mo- 
tion pictures, theatrical proprietors, 
$1,000; Charles Burns, Abe Petal, Wil- 
liam Meltzer. Filed by Louis Levene, 
37 2nd ave., New York. 

49th Street Theatre Ticket Service, 
Inc., New York, buy and sell tickets for 
theatres, 150 shares no par value; Mor- 
ris R. Seamon, Howard C. Burkhardt, 
Irving Blank. Filed by Thos. Jefferson 
Ryan, 153 West 46th st., New York. 
Lewis E. Gensler Productions, Inc., 
Manhattan, musical and dramatic per- 
formances, manage theatres, plays, 2,331 
shares, 999 shares preferred stock $100 
par value, 999 sharse class A stock no 
par value, 333 shares class B stuck no 


par value; Lewis E. Gensler, Harry A. 
Bloosberg, Louis’ Glazer. Filed by 
Blooinberg & Bloomberg, 1482 Broad- 
way, New York. 


MOLLIE FULLER ON COAST 


Blind Actress Visiting Mabel Fenton 
—After Health 

Mollie Fuller, blind for five years, 
has gone to Los Angeles. Miss Ful- 
ler is going to visit Mrs. Mabel 
Fenton-Ross and to take a com- 
plete rest in an attempt to regain 
her health. 

Last winter, after an illness, Miss 
Fuller played the Loew time. She 
has been in New York for the last 
few months, not appearing on the 
stage. Her enforced inactivity has 
made her terribly nervous, and, as 
Miss Fuller expressed it, “I can’t 
stand sitting around New York.” 

She is accompanied by Peppy 
Miller, who appeared in her sketch- 
es for two years and a half. 

Miss Fuller said, “I have not 
definitely retired from the stage and 
if the change of climate will only 
give me back my health and 
strength I will return to vaudeville.” 


Act Unknowingly Kids 
Critic and Gets Panned 


Milwaukee, May 29. 

Benny Burt and Wallie Lehman 
ran into a storm when they opened 
at the Riverside last week. Coin- 
ing their laughs through kidding 
late arrivals, the pair picked on 
Peggy Patton, “News” critic, as she 
walked in, and as a result got a 
sweet razzing in that paper’s re- 
view columns. 

Miss Patton also kicked to the 
Orpheum management, claiming 
she didn’t think performers should 
pick on an unescorted woman. 


MARRIAGES 


Reno Comez and Sarah McPhee, 
Boston night club dancers, married 
in an airplane over Boston, May 26. 

Gladys Wheaton (Woertz) of the 
“Greenwich Village Follies,” to 
Maurie Rubens, composer, in New 
York, at the Municipal Building, 
May 28, religious ceremony being 
held the same evening at the Park 
Central Hotel, 

Bob Knudson, assistant manager 
of the Varsity theatre, Evanston, 
Ind., to Erma R. Croyle, treasurer 
of the Congress theatre, Chicago, 
May 15. Both are Lubliner and 
Trinz houses. 

Matilda Spinrad to Jack Zeppi- 
nick, May 27,.in New York. 

Danny Dowling, former dancing 
partner of Joan Crawford, secretly 
married to Lorna Doone, Los An- 
geles society girl, last November 
in Tia Juana, Mex. 

J. C. McCann, general manager, 
T. & D. Jr. circuit (pictures), to 
Carmen Biedeman, San Francisco, 
May 17. 

Wyn Richmond, English musical 
comedy actress, to John MacDonald 
Henderson, in Australia last Au- 
gust, confirmation by bride recently. 
Miss Richmond played in “Sunny” 
and substituted for Marilyn Miller 
during her illness. 

Annette Davis, dancer in “Green- 
wich Village Follies” to John H. 
Paton, honey merchant, of New 
York, in Philadelphia. 

Daniel Barleigh, 69, to Mrs. Lena 
Runner, at Plattsburgh, N. Y., re- 
cently. Groom is playwright. 

Kenneth Thomson, actor, to Alden 
Gay, actress, Los Angeles, May 28. 

Al Raboch, picture director, to 
Curtyne Mohr Englar, dancer, Los 
Angeles, June 3. 


HOEY BACK AS TURN 


Herbert Hoey will go to vaude after 
two years on the west coast as m. c. 
in picture houses. Hoey will be as- 
sisted by Paul Bernard at the piano. 
Before going west Hoey was in 
musicals. 


Al Shayne on Route 


Al Shayne, erstwhile nite club 
m. ¢c., opens at Loew’s Delancey, 
New York, on a Loew tour June 7. 

Shayne is also a new Brunswick 
recording artist, with special mate- 
rial authored by DeSylva, Brown 
and Henderson. 


Poli Dealing With 
Both Keith’s and Fox 


All reports agree that S. Z. Poli 
is in negotiation with Keith’s and 
Fox for the transfer of the Poli 
New England circuit. 

Nothing concrete has _ been 
reached by Poli with either of the 
other chains. Each is said to be 
expectant of accomplishing the Poli 
deal, 

Fox people think the Poli circuit 
will be under their direction before 
June 15. Keith's is saying nothing, 
but it seems to be known that it is 
in active negotiationm with Poli, in 
person and Keith's has been since 
the Murdock-Kenneédy regime took 
over the Keith control. 


DRAKE and WALKER’S 


All Colored Revue 
with 


Drake’s Cyclonic Jazz Band 
Keith-Alvee Booking Exchange 


RAY 
JUST A GOOD BOY GONE BAD 
Playing consecutively for Fanchon 
nd Marco 


a 
With thanks to Gene Morgan and 
Harry Wahlin 


NEW HOTEL ANNAPOLIS 


Single, $17.50 


Professional Double, $78.00 


Kates 4141-12 and H Sts. 


DOTSON 


One of Fanchen and Marco’s Good “Ideas” 


BABE 


MORRIS 


Tap Dancer Supreme 


EARL 


FAGAN » 


ORCHESTRA 


—with— 
BOB and EULA — RATCLIFF DANCERS 


THE MEMPHIS 


COLLEGIANS 


That Sweet Band from the South 
Headlining Pantages Circuit 
Direction of ESTELLA GREEN 


Featured in Fanchon and Marco's 
“Bathtub Idea” 


LUCILLE 


PAG E 


in SPECIALTY DANCES 
P. $.—A Week cf Laughs with Benay Rubin 


One of Fanchon and Marco’s “Ideas’ 
VINA 


ZOLLE 


PRIMA DONNA 
Featured in “Great White Way” Idea 


if 


é 
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VAUDEVILLE 


FLORENCE REYNOLDS 
KILLS SELF FOR LOVE 


Florence Reynolds, vaude actress 
and of the Reynolds Trio, commit- 
ted suicide via asphixiation in her 
room at 148 West 78th street, New 
York City, reported victim of de- 
ception and unrequited love, ac- 


cording to notes found by the 

police. Remains were shipped to 

Elmira, N. Y., for burial. 

Miss Reynolds had been in show 
pusiness for several years, first as 
chorister in various musicals and 
later in vaudeville. 

According to police investigation 
following the suicide through docu- 
mentary and other evidence, it was 
found that the young actress had 
met Bruce Healy, vaude actor, a 
year before while home in Elmira 
on a vacation, Healy carried on a 
whirlwind courtship that went upon 
the rocks when Miss Reynolds 
jearned that he was married. 

) The denouement of the shattered 

+ romance came some months ago 
when Healy’s wife is reported 
having him arrested for non-sup- 
port. Miss Reynolds stuck despite 
the blow, giving: financial aid in re- 
lieving the situation. 

In Act Together 

At the time Healy was in the 
marital jam he had ‘been appearing 
with Miss Reynolds in a vaude act 
known as the Reynolds Trio. Miss 
Reynolds is said to have pawned 
jewelry and borrowed on her life 
insurance policy to meet the de- 
mands of  MHealy’s belligerent 

_ spouse and spring him from jail. 
Shortly afterward the trio act dis- 
banded, Miss Reynolds doing a 
singing single turn. 

Although intimates claim that 
Miss Reynolds was’ completely 
washed up with Healy, she con- 
tinually brooded over the alleged 
deception. It finally culminated in 
her suicide. 

’ Among the effects of the suicide 
the police found a note embodying 
a scathing denunciation of Healy 
for his alleged deception and a re- 
quest that her burial be in Elmira. 

Healy, object of the deceased 
actress’ attention, has been in 
vaudeville for several years, having 
appeared with various partners. 
Since the suicide he has been ab- 
sent from his usual haunts. 


FRANK 


MITCHELL 


and 


JACK 


DURANT 


Direction WM. MORRIS 
Thanks to FANCHON AND MARCO 


VALE 


AND 


STEWART 


YES! WE DANCE 


Direction of LYONS and LYONS 
P. S.—Regards to MAX TURNER 


CARLENA 


DIAMOND 


(DANCING HARPIST SUPREME) 


Doing the Harp Dancing Specialty as 
Originated by Her Dad, 
Charlie Diamond 


VARIETY 


Harry Singer Married 

Harry Singer, of the Orpheum 
Circuit, and Alice Ann Alcorn, non- 
professional, were married May 22. 

The bridegroom was formerly 
the Orpheum’s west coast repre- 
sentative, but came to New York 
to head the Orpheum production 
department. 


NEW ACTS 


Shea Sisters and Bobby Carroll 
are disbanding. Bobby Carroll is re- 
hearsing with a new act. 

Dolores Longtin, with four boys. 


Leon Leonard in six-people act, 
including Monica Skelley. 

George P. (Spider) Murphy and 

Jack Allman, two-act. 
Daly and Shaw have dissolved 
as a vaude team. Frank Daly is in 
& new act with Johnny Kelly. 
Florence Shaw will form an alliance 
with Frank Stanley. 

John Mason teamed 
“Crackshot” Jackson. 

“The American Girl,” produced by 
the Riley Bros., has been reorgan- 
ized. Now headed by the Three 
Slate Bros. 

Robey and Desmond, two-act. 

Al Mack, Iris May, two-act. 

Chick Chandler and Margie Leach 
in revival of Pauline Saxon’s former 
act by Paul Gerard Smith. 

A? Theis’ Mighty Midgets (4). 

Arthur Fields and Harry De 
Costa, 2-act. 

Roger Gray in three-people cast 
in “So I Hear,” sketch at the last 
“Lamb’s Gambol.” 

Hawthorne and Cook will shelve 
their standard vaudeville two act, 
in favor of a new one authored by 
Jack Conway (Variety). 


with 


Ruth Etting Playing 


Pantages on Percentage 


Ruth Etting, “the sweetheart of 
Chicago,” a girl who for three years 
couldn’t play Broadway vaudeville 
until Flo Ziegfeld discovered her, is 
about to open for Pantages on shar- 


ing terms with a guarantee. It’s al- 
most unprecedented for a young 
woman of her rather immature 
years in the show business. 

Miss Etting opens June 9 at Pan- 
tages, San Francisco, for two weeks, 
following with another two-week 
term at Pantages, Los Angeles. Her 
contract calls for $1.00 weekly 
guarantee, with 30 per cent of any 
gross over $14,000 and 50 percent 
of the gross over $19,000. 

Ziegfeld again has engaged Miss 
Etting for next season, for one of 
the new Zieggy productions. 

Nat Phillips arranged the Pan- 
tages booking for Miss Etting. Ruth 
thinks that is a coincident. She says 
that when in the chorus in Chicago, 
starting out in the show business, 
only Mr. Phillips of all of the com- 
pany back or front, encouraged her. 
Phillips, she said, told her to work 
hard; that if she did and intelli- 
gently, she might amount to some- 
thing some day on the stage. 


Retaining Band Policy 

Band policy is to continue at the 
Melba, Brooklyn. Howard Emer- 
son’s outfit there for three weeks, 
will be followed June 4 by Frank 
Silver and orchestra. 

Silver unit will remain for three 
or four weeks. 


Theatres Proposed 


Brooklyn, N. ¥.—$750,000. Owner, Allied Owners Corp., 331 Madison ave, 
Architect, F. W. Lamb, New York City. Policy not given. 

Connellsville, Pa.—(Also offices) $100,000. Owner, K. M. Wallace Co., Connelle 
ville. Architect, C. R. Geisler, Pittsburgh, Pa. Policy not given. 

Connersville, Ind.—$70,000. Owner, Auditorium Co. Architect, C. E. Werking 
& Son, Richmond, Ind. Policy not given. 

East Liverpool, O.—Owner, W. Tallman. Architect, F. Eliott, Celumbus, O. 


Policy not given. 
Galion, O.—$100,000. 
Policy, pictures. 


Owner, Canton Development Co. 


Architect, W. A. Rahold, 


Kthaca, N. ¥.—Owner, H. S. Clark. Designer, J. Peters. Policy, pictures. 

Muncie, Ind.—(Alterations) $25,000. Owner, Columbia Theatre Co. Architect, 
Housk & Smenner. 

Detroit.—$250,000. Owner company forming. Arichitect, P. B. Pereira. Policy 
not given. 

Niagra Falls, N. Y¥.—(Also stores and offices) $100,000. Owner, A. M. Atlas. 
Policy, vaudefilm. 

New York City.—Owner, Little Picture House, Ine. Architect, H. Greely. 
Policy, pictures. 

Princeton, N. J.—( McCarter theatre, $400,000). Owner, Triangle Club. Architect, 


D. K. Este Fisher, Baltimore, 
Rochelle, Also stores) $125,000. 


Policy not given. 
Owner, 


Rochelle Theatre Corp. Architect, 


E. F. Behrns, Chicago. Policy not given. 
Ames, = la.—-$50,000. Alterations. Owner, J. Gebracht, 2420 Lincoln Way. 
Architects, Vorse, Kreatsch & Kreatsch, Des Moines, Ia. Policy, pictures. 
Allentown, Pa.—Also stores and apartments; $75,000. Owner, J. G. Rieff. 


Architect, E. R. Bitting. 
Cleveland.— $500,000. 
Policy not given. 


Crisfield, Md.—Arcade, rebuilding after fire; $54,000. 
Architects, J. 
Dayton, O.—Also stores and apartments. 

Co, 


and G. Lawson, Crisfield, 


Clemmer and Al F. Johnson Realty 
not given. 


Flint, Mich.—Also stores and offices; $150,000. 


$30,000, 

Architect, L. Raugland & Lewis, Minneapolis. 
Scranton, Pa.—Owner, Comerford Amusement Co., G. 

Policy, piciures. 

Owner corporation forming, care E. C. 
Architect, Schianger & Ehrenrich, New York 


Leo Bachman, Policy not given. 
Preston, Minn.—Also lodge rooms: 


Architect, not selected. 
Southampton, N. Y¥.—$175,000. 
128 W. 95th st., New York City. 

City. Policy not given. 


Policy, pictures. 
Owners, Shaker Theatre Co. 


Architects, Small & Rowley. 


Owners, G. Ernest Madrix 
O. Blair, Baltimore, Policy not given. 
Owner company forming, care of W. L. 
Architects, Geyer & Neuffer. Policy 


A, Eisman.§ Architect, 
Owner, A. F. & A. M., H. E. Olee, 


Policy not given. 
Morris, manager, Scranton. 


Owner, 


Alexion, 


SCHILDKRAUT, SR., ASKS $3,500 
Los Angeles, May 29. 

Rudolph Schildkraut, who recent- 
ly concluded his film contract with 
Cecil B. DeMille, is asking $3,500 
a week to go into vaudeville. 

Schildkraut has been approached 
by Keith to play four to 10 weeks 
in the West. 


SCHINE’S VAUDELESS SUMMER 

Several Schine Circuit houses, 
upper New York state, drop vaude 
for the summer this week and will 
operate with straight picture poli- 
cies. 

List of dropouts include Newark, 
N. Y., Horning, Oneonta and Canan- 
daigua, Houses had been booked 
by Jack Lindner Agency. 


AND 


CORRINNE 


MARSH 


In Specialty Dances 


Featured with “Radio Fancies” 
Now Playing Pantages Circuit 


SONGS AND DANCES 


PEARL 


TWINS 
Playing West Coast Theatres 


With Thanks to Fanchon and Marco 


PRESS CRITICS 


AUDIENCES 


NANIMOUS 


THOSE 


(REGISTERED TRADE-MARK — PROPERTY OF WM. 


FANCHON and MARCO’S BOX-OFFICE THRILL 


TWO BRUNSWICK RECORDING ARTISTS 


SWEET WILLIAM 
BAD BILL 


LE MAIRE) 


FEATURED IN BRUNSWICK’S NATIONAL ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN IN 110 NEWSPAPERS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY 


SMASHING 
HIT 


PAST FEW MONTHS.” 


EXCERPT FROM GENERAL LETTER SENT TO ALL BRUNSWICK DEALERS 
“THIS RECORD 3902 IS A KNOCKOUT AND SHOULD BE DEMONSTRATED ALONG WITH RECORD 3710, ‘SWEET WILLIAM 


AND BAD BILL IN NEW YORK’ 
“IT MIGHT BE INTERESTING TO KNOW THAT RECORD 3710 HAS BEEN NEAR THE TOP IN ‘BEST SELLERS’ FOR THE 


BOOKED FOR THE CIRCUIT 


AFTER A GREAT WEEK AT LOEW’S STATE, LOS ANGELES, WITH BENNY RUBIN 


Listen in on Their Latest BRUNSWICK RECORD 3902 


“SWEET WILLIAM AND BAD BILL IN CHICAGO” 


Address all screen, stage and radio communications to Wm. LeMaire, 12814 


THANKS TO 
FANCHON and MARCO 


So. 


Citrus Ave., Los Angeles 
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40 VARIETY 


FILM HOUSE REVIEWS 


Wednesday, May 30, 1928 


STRAND 


(“Graduation Days” Unit) 
NEW YORK 
New York, May 28. 

At 7:30 tonight (Monday) at the 
Strand, one-third filled orchestra; 
at 9, one-half, with ‘Lady Be Good” 
(Mulhall and Mackaill) and a Stan- 
ley stage unit. 

If a unit isn't for Broadway and 
no help from the picture, the Strand 

can expect no more. 

These Stanley units apparently 
built to convulse the new Stanley, 
Jersey City, where the audience is 
three years behind New York on 
picture stage acts, and the same 
show to please the Strand on Broad- 
way can't be accomplished. 

The Stunley unit at the Strand 
this week is called “Graduation 
Days,” produced, it is said, by 
Harry W. Crull, and Leon Navara 
as the heid over m.c. There is no 
production. The nearest to it is a 
campus front, on which the very 
ordinury stage band plays, and the 
musicians with others wearing pan- 
cake hats for the collegiate atmos- 
phere. 

Three of the turns are so small 
timey or worse that their names 
will be held confidential, although 
billed. Two are two teams, one a 
sister harmonizing act and the other 
a two-boy dancing turn. The third 
is a fresh male single who sounds 
as though thinking he must be blue 
to get over. Acts like this smashed 
vaudeville in the Middle West. Each 
of the three turns was cold almost 
before it started. 

When the single said he would 
tell “the traveling salesman joke” 
and Navara asked him not to, Na- 
vara stated he would find out if the 
audience wanted him to. They both 
discovered the audience didn’t want. 
Probably what the audience did 
want was to either go home them- 
selves or have the single go. 

House men or producers had best 
look After this sort of turn. it's 
not laughable any more to a so- 
phisticated audience, such as Broad- 
way’s in the picture houses have 
grown to be. Besides, parents don't 
want their children to hear that 
suggestive stuff on the stage. 

Navara as m. c. had little to do 
Bat introduce. There was no theme 
or gags for him to build up on 
through dialog. He talked with the 
two hoofers, although why those 
hoofers ever thought of talking must 
be their own idea of a clog dance. 
As much as their hard shoe stepping 
was the “clog dance of other days” 
Navara said it would be. Had he 
called for a sailor's hornpipe those 
kids in their brand new suits prob- 
ably would have done the same 
stepping dance. 

It isn’t right to pick amateur or 
audition turns, dress them up and 
call them acts in theatres of 3,000 or 
more capacity. 

Navara took a chance to kid the 
sister team, through telling the 
audience how a man down front had 
been caught nodding at the matinee, 
ete., while they were on. That was 
not in good taste for a fellow in 
charge of the stage. Those girls will 
have trouble enough in landing and 

they might well protest even though 
Navara could not draw a snicker on 
the gag. In fact the audience failed 
to laugh at anything on the stage 
except the prop horse, or in the pic- 
ture. 

Two real items of the stage show 
were Wiuyburn’'s “Chicks,” 12 young- 
sters from his school, and Douglas 
Wright and Co., the prop horse with 
a girl “trainer.” The latter makes 
a nice turn especially for the kids, 
but the men under the skin bur- 
lesque it just a bit too much through 
exposure. The final expose when 
both take a bow in their own per- 
sons would be the bigger other- 
wise. 

The Wayburn act is hard to judge, 
cut up as it is in the unit playing. 
They are doing four routines, with 
two worth attention. The other two 
are dressed too fully, although one 
is a ballet. The third is neatly cos- 
tumed for the Wayburn tapping 
trade-mark, and the finale is a 
military drill in taps, very nice, with 
a big American flag thrown on the 
scrim for the red _ fire. 3ut that 
show needed more than one Amer- 
ican flag. 

Organ played a portion of the 
picture’s score, as though the pit 
orchestra couldn't handle the vaude- 
ville music for ‘Lady Be Good,” a 
small time picture of small time 
people, with nothing in either real- 
istic of the story. 

The orchestral overture had the 
news reel run into ![t, not a bad 
idea, and the entire show went to 
two hours and 12 minutes. No 
worry about turnover this week. 

JFlse the picture could have been 
chopped 15 minutes and the stage 
show, running 51 minutes, was 
easily 16 minutes too long. 

News held three Pathes, two Fox’s 
and one _ International. Nothing 
with cither. A special Pathe 
Review held scenes with N. T. G.,, 
Major J. Andrew White and Graham 
McNamee in it. 

Next week at the Strand Vita- 
phone and the Warners’ “Tender- 
loin.” If the Strand needs anything 
to stand off its recent stage units, 
that’s it. And it should do business, 
the Strand getting the Vita’s first 
runs after Warner’s $2 engagement, 
through Roxy, wired, being hooked 
up of course with Fox’s Movietone. 

Strand will be a good line on the 
big city’s downtown situation for 


the talkers. “Tenderloin” and “Glor- 
ious Betsy” have been dving bust- 
ness all over out of New York, and 
the sensational “Jazz Singer” 
doesn’t have to be referred to, while 
Warners’ “Lion and Mouse” (new), 
another talker, will be available 
probably before the Strand is fin- 
ished with the others. The only bad 
kick there is that Roxy played the 
Jolson talker. 

STATE 

(DETROIT) 

Detroit, May 26. 

An admirable stage show fash- 
ioned by Howard Pierce is the back- 
ground for Roy Sediley, successor to 
Fred Street as m. c. here. “Walking 
Back” (Pathe) was a frail feature 
for any de luxe house and stands 
responsible for the low rate of at- 
tendance at the performance caught. 

Selection of Sedley for the per- 
sonality job at the State was re- 
perted to have followed his wow 
contribution at a recent benefit. 
Otherwise, the Sedley rep has been 
confined to cafe circles. He was 
the big thing up at Luigi's nite club, 
and shows it. In his first week at 
the State, Sedley is nearer the floor 
than the stage. That’s a line few 
can straddle without changing style 
on either side. For the present, 
Sedley’s forte will be his excellent 
appearance. Inasmuch as his stance 
is far too flip, it will be a different 
Sedley who clicks in a picture house. 
Opening week he constantly missed 
back of the first four or five rows, 
and caused a stir in the back of 
the house only when hoofing. Which 
won't help him with the long dis- 
lance customers. 

Talent and production devised by 
Pierce were both high geared. Also 
more comedy than is usually seen 
in a picture house. Collins and 
Peterson did their identical vaude- 
ville turn and then there was the 
frequent bright stuff by Sedley. If 
the Kunsky booking office is having 
any trouble disposing of the surplus 
material in the Loew road shows, 
it is rewarded by the excellent tal- 
ent usually .present in the vaude 
bills. For this presentation three 
of the five vaude acts were retained 
—Roma Brothers, Clarke Morrell 
and Collins and Peterson. With the 
remaining pair of turns not quite 
suitable for the band show, they 
were disposed of elsewhere in town. 

Presentation idea at the State re- 
lieves the Loew bills of their vaude 
classification, but retention of the 
majority of acts keeps the Loew 
trademark alive. And it’s well 
worth retaining, being the only cir- 
cuit name in Detroit at the moment. 

But for a number by the Walter 
Bastian band, the house ballet group 
and Sedley’s entrance, the Roma 
Bros. held their usual opening spot. 
Still in gilt makeup and with the 
same effective acrobatics Romas are 
a good starter for any show, looking 
and working. Roxy LaRocco, local 
entrant but not unknown, had his 
harp and mopped with a straight 
musical offering. Clarke Morrell, 
tenor with a showmanly person- 
ality, also found the band frontage 
to his liking. He might locate a 
better finish than the mammy song 
now used. 

Collins and Peterson dropped a 
scrim in front of the band to plough 
through their familiar talk routine. 
They have never gone over better, 
if as well. Patsy Griffin, another 
local entry, was a cute little trick 
but much like countless other pic- 
ture house soubrettes when singing. 

Bastian’s band is improving and 
now sounds 100 per cent more pro- 
ficient than when starting out sev- 
eral weeks ago. William Pond's 
organ solo, spotted in between the 
film shorts and newsreel, preceded 
the stage end. He gained his usual 
amount of congregational response. 
It has become a custom with the 
State audiences to show more car- 
nival spirit than any other down- 
town clique. Bige. 


LOEW’S STATE 


(LOS ANGELES) 
Los Angeles, May 25. 

Theatrically speaking, Will King’s 
revue at the Stute was a wow— 
something different and decidedly 
entertaining. With the usual cut 
and dried presentations becoming 
more or less mechanical to the fans, 
something of this sort is pleasantly 
diverting. 

King has assembled a show of 
quantity and quality, and for these 
prices it’s a bargain. King’s indi- 
vidual name also means something 
around thts town. While the nut for 
the week may be more than usual, 
the house will get it back, and more. 
With King’s value even more pro- 
nounced outside of Los Angeles, 
particularly around San Francisco, 
Oakland, Portland, etc., it’s prob- 
able that West Coast will play him 
over the circuit. 

tunning a full hour at first per- 
formance, the show wasn't draggy, 
but will be chopped about 20 min- 
utes or so. For an opening King 
did a burlesque version on Shakes- 
peare. King made a funny Des- 
demona while stringing Lew Dun- 
bar's Othello along. Grand opera 
was next, Don Smith rendering an 
aria from “Rigoletto.” M. c.’ing the 
whole thing from start to finish was 
Benny Rubin, who took it easy for 
himself, but gave plenty of aid to 
the others. For melodrama King’s 
next was a lengthy blackout, with 
Rubin and Joe Verdi standouts in 
the sketch. Verdi looks like one of 


the best betS for this house in a 
long while. Possibly the best bet 
King has in his company is June 
Clyde, a blonde who has looks and 
all the rest of it. Warbles a nifty 
note and knows what it’s all about. 

Musical comedy section was de- 
signed for sight. Effectively dressed 
stage had the love theme in song. 
Girls were Fanchon and Marco's 
contribution. A HIttle specialty girl 
was a whale of an acrobatic dancer. 
King and his straight, Dunbar, pro- 
vided more comedy with gags. 
Finale was a corking flash. 

On the house program J. Wesley 
Lord presented his own original or- 
gan novelty dubbed “Troubles of 
Patrick McCann.” Looks like this 
sort of thine is going to get over 
with the customers. Appreciation 
on this one was most audible. Lord 
is a crack console artist. M-G-M 
newsreel held several interesting 
shots. Feature was “Something Al- 
ways Happens” (Par). 

Trade Friday afternoon was ca- 
pacity, with an early standup out 
in front. More shows of the “dif- 
ferent” variety won't do the State 
any harm. 


(OAKLAND) 
Oakland, Cal., May 26. 
Eddie Peabody has inaugurated e 
brief engagement at the T. & D. 
as m. c¢., and starting with next 


week will couple that duty with di- 
rection of the stage band. Peabody 


reame in a stranger to local fans, 


though his reputation had preceded 
him. Opening day business was 
considerably above normal. 

Peabody registered a decided hit 
and was forced to favor with seven 
banjo numbers. General verdict 
seems to be that Peabody is over. 
Debutting with Fanchon and Mar- 
co’s idea wasn’t alto- 
gether giving the new m. c. the 
breaks. Aside from his own special- 
ty, he was compelled to work en- 
tirely from the pit. Peabody re- 
placed E. Max Bradfield, a local 
tavorite for some months, who has 
temporarily been sent to the Boule- 
vard, Los Angeles. 

Stage show rates as one of F. & 
M.’s best. It’s a bathing girl revue 
with a tank act on view. Arline 
Langan, dancer, is featured and 
scored heavily with her monopedic 
dance. Johnny Fawcett does some 
acrobatic stépping that mopped up 
and Woods Miller's barytone is used 
several times. Arline’s seals were 
put through their paces by Frank 
Price. An out-of-the-ordinary ada- 
gio team is Dagmar and Kovernoff, 
who have a sensational finish in the 
glass diving tank. Finale brought 
the bathing girls on for a routine of 
diving. 

Screen feature was “Silk Stock- 
ings” with shots from both Para- 
mount and M-G newsreels. John 
Coletti, moved over from the Amer- 
ican, conducted the orchestra in the 


pit. Edwaras. 
PARAMOUNT 
(“Seeing Things’”—Unit) 
(NEW YORK) 
New York, May 27. 
It has been remarked, not too 


originaliy, that New York is unlike 
Chicago. For one thing there don't 
seem to be as many jellybeans and 
flaps. 

It musi be a little strange when 
Paul Ash looks down in the front 
rows of the Paramount and instead 
of the gleeful sub-debbies that sta- 
tion themselves in the Oriental, to 
see adults. Or, are they adults? 
The average person never gets a 
seat that far down in the Para- 
mount, and from a mezzanine loge 
it’s impossible to tell. 

Anyhow, Paul must miss those 
giggling down-front girlies, with 
their gumdrops, which he used to 
eat, to their great delight. He must 
miss a lot of things in this man’s 
town—his whizzy, socky, hotsy- 
totsy band, for one thing. And his 
own stage productions. R. 
Burnside'’s “Seeing Things” is a 
good Publix unit, but it’s still a unit, 
and Lou McDermott is far away in 
Chi. 

New York might be less unlike 
Chicago and other points west if 
New York ever got a taste of the 
real, undiluted stuff. Ash will prob- 
ably work his spell in time. There 
are evidences already that the ladies 
are fancying him, and that’s impor- 
tant. 

Ash is working with Helen Kane, 
who could remain at the Paramount 
for some time. She is the successor 
of Peggy Bernier, who stepped out 
of the Ash shows at the Oriental 
into a part in “Good News.” A suc- 
cessor in the sense that she works 
somewhat like Miss Bernier, but 
Miss Kane has an edge in having a 
more melodious voice than Peggy, 
who is a celebrated monotone. 

Miss Kane sticking at the Para- 
mount regardless of the succeeding 


units, gives a touch of genuine 
Ashiana. 

Ash, with the song-pluggers out 
of the way, so that accurate ap- 


praisal may be made, seems to be 
doing well. The mob will not be in- 
fluenced by those preliminary 24- 
sheets that prejudiced the New 
York film critics against him when 
they perceived that Ash was neither 
singer, dancer nor musician, but a 
showman. 

After a series of shrinking violets 
who were almost tongue-tied in 
their fright or lack of importance, 


the Paramount is fortunate in hav- 
ing an m.c. who speaks with a 
strong he-voice and knows what 
it’s all about. 

Burnside’s unit has a troupe of 
Felicia Sorel girls. Dancing troupes 
ure common these days, but this 
group seemed unusually attractive, 
graceful and interesting. “Seeing 
Things” has a dandy theme song 
written by Ballard Macdonald and 
runnine through the entire unit at 
intervals. Allan Raymond sang the 
words in a clear, pleasant voice. 
On diction alone this chap should 
have a continuous utility for unit 
producers. It’s rare when the au- 
dience catches the words of a song 
in a picture auditorium. 

Joe Rose jumped, leaped and som- 
ersaulted through a peppy routine. 
Les Klicks, who played the Palace 
a couple of months ago, have been 
grabbed off by Burnside with a nice 
appreciation of what is naturally 
adapted to the big houses. Les 
Klicks have a novelty (illuminated 
marionettes). 

Castleton and Mack, the act that 
left England flat, romped through 
their customary hoofing acrobatics 
with a devastating sureness that 
spelled certain success. This two- 
some has been around in picture 
houses and vaude for years, and 
always progressive in material. 

Overture, “American Sketches,” 
amounted to very little. A James 
Fitzpatrick short for Memorial Day 
was a series of quotations from fa- 
mous men, mostly generals, against 
a background »f marching soldiers. 
This subject ought to be swamped 
with dates this time of year. 

“Stage Coached,” a cartoon contic 
used as a chaser, preceding the 
stage show, proved to be clever, the 
first good one seen by this pro. 
show-goer in a long while. 

Sigmund Krumgold, subbing at 
the organ in Jesse Crawford's stead, 
won a heavy applause verdict on “A 
Musical Trip Around New York.” 

Krumgold may or may not be the 
musician Crawford is, but he gets 
across with more animation, the im- 
portant thing in a picture house. 

Adolphe Benjou in “His Tiger 
Lady” (Par) on screen. Land. 


CALIFORNIA 


(“Wesco Starlets”)—Unit 
SAN JOSE) 
San Jose, Cal., May 20. 

Another batch of talented young- 
sters trained by the O'Neill Sisters 
of San Francisco, who have been 
providing loads of embryo perform- 
ers for the Fanehon and Marco 
West Coast Theatres stage shows, 
have been turned into scmi-pros for 
the summer season. Six of them— 
tive girls and a koy—who have pro- 
gressed beyond the “kiddie” stage, 
made their debut currently with the 
California specialty show and gave 
evidence vf considerable promise. 
They have been designated as the 
“Wesco Starlets,” and will be uSed 
over the circuit during the next 
three months. In age they range 
from 14 to 15, and within another 
two years will have graduated into 
the regular professional. class. 

Current specialty show reflects 
credit on Jay Brower, stage band 
m. c. He has made some changes 
in the band’s personnel. It rates as 
one of the best small-town stage 
crehestras on the coast. Brower is 
a capable leader and his m. of e. 
work is improving constantly. 

Imported talent, from the Fanchon 
and Marco offices, included Virginia 
Castle, in waltz clog and soft-shoe 
stepping; Leonard St. Leo, fancy 
and intricate hoofing, and Jack Cav- 
anaugh and Co. in roping and cow- 
poy comedy. Cavanaugh works with 
showmanship precision, though his 
performance at the opener was con- 
siderably too long. 

The Brower band opened with a 
march number, the official musical 
number for the Fiesta of Roses. A 
Spanish medley, with the bandmen 
all using chimes for the finish, fol- 
lowed. Also a hot number, which 
the boys whooped up. 

For a finale Brower and five of the 
boys did a burlesque Spanish dance 
that clicked nicely. 

Screen feature, “Steamboat Bill, 
Edwards. 


SENATE 


(“Sunny Days” Unit) 
(CHICAGO) 
Chicago, May 23. 

Just back from New York, and 
on the stage, is Art Kahn. The 
Senate is Art’s old stamping grounds 
and the Senators remember him if 
applause is any indication. 

Every effort has been made to 
polish off the unit which is Kahn’s 
opening show. Originally designed 
for Van and Schenck at the Orien- 
tal, the unit lacks the punch that 
those boys injected when it played 
the old Ash home. As it stands it 
is fair entertainment, with Eddie 
and Morton Beck and Gene Sheldon 
as the standouts. 

Opening were the Laughlin Girls, 
house ballet, the ballet and orchestra 
garbed as gypsies with the orches- 
tra across an elevated platform. 
Stage and hacking was one mass 
of green with colored lights {n the 
foliage. For the solo opener, Kahn 
introduced Gene Sheldon. ‘This boy 
boasts a real comedy makeup and is 
built for copping laughs. However, 
he could afford to cut his prellm- 
inary work in halfe Jones and El- 
liott were a nice little waltz team. 
but an occasional awkward interval 
is not entirely covered. 

Sally Sweet rollicked- through 
some blues and harmony. A wee 


— 


brunette, of the cute variety, sha 
trots out a few songs and then tries 
to vamp Kahn. Latter presents a 
fantastic piano arrangement of 
“Ramona,” and they approved to 
the extent of two encores. Ballet 
was on again at this point to do a 
rather neatly devised number tn 
lengthy dresses. 

Closing was Eddie and Morton 
Beck. They entered singing the 
window washer’s song for laughs 
and contributed needed punch, 
Tapering off for the finale, the green 
backing went wingward to disclose 
a waterfall. A huge sun arose back 
of the falls with girls fastened in 
its rays. All performers took a turn 
as they came on for the curtain. 

House is playing to good business 
with “Easy Come, Easy Go” (Par) 
the screen feature. 


ROXY 


(NEW YORK) 
New York, May 26. 

Having released a series of stage 
shows which have made the street 
talk the past two or three weeks, 
it’s just about time this house 
started to let down, and this is evi- 
dently tapering-off week. Stage end 
of the program is good, but not up 
to the recent pace and lacking a 
definite punch. Entire program is 
nine minutes short of two hours 
with a 67-minute screen feature, 
“The News Parade” (Fox). 

Leading up to the Memorial Day 
tribute is “In a Monastery Garden,” 
which utilizes the full vocal chorus 
in the usual niche held by the over- 
ture. Staging calls for the use of 
the auditorium staircases again. 
White robed feminine vocalists de- 
scend to later maneuver on stage 
in front of a scrim behind which is 
placed the remaining singers. Leads 
into “There Is No Death,” sung by 
Harold Van Duzee, also in white 
robes, with Uncle Sam and Columbia 
holding a wreath with bowed heads 
on the opposite side of the stage. 
Cloud effect passes across a scrim 
depicting a battlefield cemetery as 
a backstage projector throws war 
scenes on an irregular screen cen- 
tered in the scrim. Good effect in- 
troduced by bugle calls and drums. 

“Divertissements de la Dance” 
next permits three couples, led by 
Joyce Coles and Nicholas Daks, to 
hop down from magnified clocks, 
dance and then return to their orig- 
inal posts as porcelain figures. Item 
B has Von Grona, the “Spirit of 
Labor” boy, doing interpretative to 
Rachmaninoft’s “Prelude in Cc 
Minor” within one of Rothafel's 
silhouette effects, this time lighted 
in violet. About a dozen figures on 
the stage and interesting if not 
quite clear as to the interpretation. 

“Congo,” danced by Jacques Car- 
tier, is a standout scenic splash and 
close to being among the best num- 
bers done by this house. Lathered 
in black paint and topped by a 
many-hued and tall-feathered head- 
dress, Cartier is a sole figure on top 
of a mammoth primeval drum 
whose stomps are synchronized to 


the beating of an off-stage bass 


drum, the rhythm becoming faster 
and faster. There is no other in- 
strurnentation, and this may be the 
deterrent holding this from being a 
smash item. After the first minute 
or two of novelty has worn off, the 
stomps and drum beats start to pall. 
With three trough lights in front 
of the bowled platform (green, vio- 
let and orange-red) throwing gigan- 
tic shadows on the back wall, it’s an 
attention - compelling effect which 
might be tried with the orchestra 
brought in for the last half of the 
elemental dance to finish in a furi- 
ous crescendo. Staging has power 
and an initial grip, but lacks climax. 

Eccentrique followed, utilizing the 
16 Roxyettes in white clown cos- 
tume and _ so brilliantly lighted 
under a battery of white spots 
against the black plush drop as to 
send a strong reflection over the 
entire front of the house. 

Magazine next, tame and short, 
10 minutes. Unusual, both ways, 
for this theatre. Movietone had 
nothing of special interest to offer 
in the turning on of the Versailles 
fountains and the feeding of sea 
gulls off Land’s End, England. 
Paramount had the Wilkins polar 
flight and M-G another animated 
map and Itaiian views of Nobile and 
his ship. Fox was in twice, once 
with clip, the best shot of the reel. 
This was various views of Victoria 
Falls, also superbly scored and 
played. 

Variete was a full stage conglom- 
eration of specialties, including Amy 
Revere’s high kicks, Mildred Hunt 
singing “Waiting at the Church,” 
Gladys Rice warbling a pop tune, 
and the Roxy Quartet doing a num- 
ber. Finale was built up by the 
Roxvettes and ballet corps routining 
exceptionally well. 

Had “Congo” been given a finish, 
it’s likely they’d have gone out talk- 
ing again. Sid. 


WISCONSIN 


(MILWAUKEE) 
Milwaukee, May 24. 

“Steppin’ Out” was the title huns 
on the stage show. Only reason 18 
that Dave Schooler steps out from 
behind a lace curtain scrim at the 
opening. To say that the stage end 
hung fire until Van and Schenck 
come forth is putting it mildly. 

With the scrim down, band played 
in the dark for Lucille Peterson, 80- 
prano. Scrim lifted to reveal the stage 

(Continued on page 41) 
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‘Wednesday, May 30, 1928 


——— 


Vaudeville Reviews 


PALACE 


(St. Vaude.) 

An almost all-repeat bill of sure- 
fires, costing plenty and giving forth 
at least the wholesome corned beef 
and cabbage if not the violets of big 
time. A veteran Palace-goer could 
sit home with the program and vis- 
valize and oralize the show. But it 
is still good fun to be there and get 
it again at the front. 

Will Mahoney, returning from the 
wars of musical comedy, got what 
every good man gets from his true 
love when he comes home—the open 
arms and the squeeze that follows. 
One other Irishman was received 
with as much enthusiasm in this 
town recently. But he had two 
German fliers with him. 

A truly terrific ovation by folks 
who knew Mahoney so well that 
they whispered his gags before he 
pulled them, applauded “LMTilie” 
when the overture hit up, and yelled 
for “Mammy” to encore. Will did 
26 minutes, and a very full 26 min- 
utes. Nothing new. But not a wow 
escaped and not a handclap faltered. 
After the closing act was announced 
he had to come out and take it 
again, and this trip he had to make 
a serious speech. That was the only 
way the closing act ever got on at 
all. He had exhausted the audience 
and the audience had exhausted him, 
and everything six-two-and- 
even, with everybody on the fav. 


Juliet had preceded him, and she, 
too, had essayed 26 minutes. That’s 
a lot of act for one gal. She like- 
wise had little that hadn’t been seen 
and heard before. Good, durable 
turn, but could stand new material, 
at least up to the imitations. Any- 
one as versatile as Juliet doesn’t 
have to warm over last season’s 
hash. The laughs didn’t come so 
heavy in the first half of the rou- 
tine, which is a better tip-off than a 
trade paper reviewer's opinion. The 
impersonations, as always, clicked, 
and here one or ‘two not over- 
familiar to Juliet were sprung. She 
went strong at the end with Lauder, 
and her finish applause mingled 
with Mahoney’s welcome as Will's 
name was flashed. She took one 
bow thereafter, but no harm done. 

William an@ Joe Mandel, another 
team of standbys, getting better 
with every anpearance, even though 
the prelim talk in “one” is growing 
a trifle lengthy, crowned the mob 
with the burlesque acrobatics and 
encore ballet. Bit by bit this pair 
keeps improving, socking in the 
laughs harder and working easier: 
Doc Baker and his two cuties con- 
tributed another “regular,” the two 
girls helping with some strenuous 
cartwheeling and Doe doing his cus- 
tomary protean whizzes and light 
attempts at characterization. 

Clifford and Marion, once again a 
hardy annual, or semi-annual, with- 
out anything added since their first 
smash here, went for a volley of 
deep laughs on Miss Marion's limp 
postures and unique gag-shooting. 
She makes a mistake exiting and re- 
turning after a change in the same 
character. If she remained on, even 
at the expense of Clifford’s single 
comedy song, the effect would not 
be broken and would not have to be 
picked up again. Her appearance 
“straight” for the bow is. still a 
Strong comeback, and indicates how 
her grotesque is appreciated. Pow- 
erful comedienne, and would clean 
up a bit in any revue. 


Fowler and Tamara (New Acts). 
with the Guatemala Marimba Band, 
slimmed the first part shut. Ber- 


nice Claire, single and male pianist, 
Singing three soprano numbers in a 
metallic but true voice just made 
for vaudeville, deuced. Her dress- 
maker should return her the money 
for both gowns. They are 
Broadway. Six Daunton Shaws, cy- 
clists, opened, ending elegant with a 
duo-ceycle ensemble round and 
Found. 

The last act, Clarence Downey and 
Co., got a fair break, but started 
slow and dark, necessary for black- 
art stuff. By the time the b»st 
material happened half the seats 
were emptly. 

susiness was overcapacity, due to 
names, Just the kind of a show that 
Will draw more and entertain less 
In New York and draw less and en- 


tertainm more out of town. Too 
many returns threw it out of bal- 
ance as exciting stuff, thourh the 


patriots had a bie time doing their 


act from out front. Almost every 
woman on the bill got flowers over 
the foots. That means summer is 


here again and homecoming time is 


at hand. Tait. 
(Vaudfilm) 
Pointing out that the State's 


screen features in addition to a solid 
comedy entertainment of specialties 
is a whale of a bargain at four bits, 
1S Setting to be old stuff. But every 
time one drops into the house after 
an absence, the fact hits anew. 


3esides this week’s layout is 
rather startling. “Red Hair” (Par) 
Wus something of a riot in the de 


‘uxes at a higher scale and, besides, 
they have a sereaming Hal Roach 
‘Our Gang” comedy and a distinctly 
<shtly color short from the Tiffany- 
whl list; then the M-G-M news 


! with kick material that crashed 
he composite topicals. 


more than two hours of class screen 
material. 
Six-act bill has three comedy 


smashes and for a house of the 
State clientele, that spells top qual- 
ity. How these pop audiences re- 
spond to an excuse to laugh! 


The giggle leaders this week are 
Harry Welch, with 15 minutes of his 
“Greek restaurant” worked over for 
a rich low comedy effect; Sally 
Fields, with her own vigorous style 
of delivering, and finally Oscar 
Stang and his band, who since they 
broke in around these corners have 
built up their comedy until it's a 
continuous gale. 


Rest of the bill blended nicely for 
balance and change of pace. Set. 
Franklin, with his dancing assistant, 
Ruby Royce, opened, furnishing a 
clean-cut sharpshooting speciality 
that got away from the acrobats. 
Brisk turn that doesn’t waste a sec- 
ond. Showmanly in frameup and 
execution. Franklin is modest in 
demeanor, doing his shots without 
parade, which helps to emphasize 
the difficulty. Girl is snappy in ap- 
pearance and makes her dance num- 
bers count. 


Alice May Howard and Sophie 
Bennett, light spot No. 2 with fa- 
miliar harmonizing turn. On 15 
minutes and would have overstayed, 
only the crowd liked them and en- 
cores were legitimate. 


Greta Ardine surrounds her sketch 
idea with plenty of dancing and 
doesn't let the talk go too far. Her 
current partner is John Tyrell, al- 
ways a class dancer and now 
booked up happily in this. Open 
with a fragment of talk between 
Dutch immigrant girl and Tooner- 
ville trolley conductor, latter with- 
out character. Get down promptly 
to the stepping and thereafter they’re 
set. Tyrell, by the way, is the only 
man hoofer that comes to mind who 
makes the burlesque ballet thing 
honestly amusing. He does it mostly 
by putting some remarkably grace- 
ful toe work into it. A capital idea, 
this, of introducing really skillful 
male toe dancing in comedy guise. 

Welch, with Harry Hill straight- 
ing for him as of old, proves again 
that there is—or maybe, used to be, 
a wealth of great comedy material 
for vaudeville in burlesque. Some- 
times they don’t register, but the 
genuine ones do. Welch substitutes 
low comedy play on “two eggs” with 
pit responses and back stage echoes, 
for the effects he used to get out of 
the “Zoop”’ routine. It’s great clown- 
ing. The State crowd made it a 
laughing tumult. 

Oscar Stang has come ahead since 
he first showed hereabouts last fall. 
He has three singing comedians in 
his 10-man organization and with 
himself doing burlesque femme im- 
personations they are in for laugh- 
ing value. Jazz music makes a per- 
fect background for stage clowning, 
and this group has both. They never 
overdo the buffoonery, but the robust 
there nevertheless. 


haw-haw is 
Rush. 
RIVERSIDE 
(St. Vaud) 
It was Bob Hall night at the 


Riverside Monday. Hall, after put- 


ting the N, V. A. Club across with | only specialty wa 
a “smash,” has turned his peculiar 


talents in other directions and Mon- 
day night was the recipient of a 
gold plaque from the. Daughters of 
Israel, for aid in staging a drive for 
the hospital. Carl Emmy made tise 
presentation speech and Hall ac- 
knowledged it in a carefully re- 
hearsed ad lib rhymed response. 

Prior to that, Hall had mentioned 
the names of many people present 
in his “rhymes,” and also let it be 
known that he sails June 238 for 
England. Here is a great spot for 
Nathan and Mencken to do some 
research. 
at our money grubbing and her 
claims of an older culture is on trial 
for her life. If she goes for Bob’s 
rhymes — Macfadden ought to hop 
on the next boat. Hall was fourth. 

Maybe the presence of the 
Daughters accounted for the healthy 
houseful Monday night, but more 
likely it was prices. Theatre has 
been sealed downward and has 
picked up business. For six bits 
you can park anywhere in the or- 
chestra. The tap for the 
a buck ten. 

3i11 was typically vaudeville 
with one new act, very few new 
gags and nothine standing out but 
Rert Lvtell in his corking sketch, 
“The Valiant.” Lytell has been 
using the sketch for a couple of 
seasons now. but it’s worth repeat- 
ing. It’s made to order for vaude- 
ville and is solid fare. Closing the 
first half Lytell patted out with a 
speech, 

After intermission Pat Henning 
Co. opened the vaude portion, fol- 
lowing a poor Pathe newsreel. 
Young Henning, like most of those 
three vear contract babies, has 
learned how to give them shadow 
until near the finish of the turn 
when substance is on tap. This 
has heen reduced to an art by the 
standard acts of vaude and is one 
of the-rensons vou have to stand 
on line to get in the picture fac- 
tories. Thev pull a routine of ef- 


Total of | 


fartless and fake dance steps and 


REVIEWS 


FILM HOUSE REVIEWS 


(Continued from page 40) 


/as the top of a table, a picture in a 


| pedestal 


frame en the left. huge 
reading lamp center and book ends 
on the right. Four dancers stood as 
ornaments on the book ends and 
came to life after Miss Peterson. 
Bobby Joyce was on for a dance or 
two, clever, while the band scured 
with its tunes, 

Evelyn Dean, dancer, was a dud 
until she went into some acrobatics. 
Miss Peterson, the Berri girls and 
band put over another item, the 
singer being framed in the picture 
on the table top. Van and Schenck 
are standard. Thev worked in front 
of the scrim, and to step the ap- 
plause Joe Van runs through the 
house and out the front door, Finale 
had the girls surrounding the lamp 
base as it turns. 

Art Richter, organist, first played 
a medley of bird songs to slides. 
Nicely received. “Feel My Pulse” 
(Par) the movie draw. Tsrael. 


CAPITOL 


(NEW YORK) 
New York, May 27. 

A Boris Petroff production, enti- 
tled “Crinoline vs. Jazz,” has some 
ravishing costuming (made by 
Brooks), a finale of abundant spec- 
tacular flash and a lot of engaging 
stage numbers by a Chester Hale 
group of dancing girls. This is all 
very well, but the stage proceedings 
have a fatal weakness. There is no 
standout among the specialty people. 

Metropolitan audiences take pro- 
duction splendors for granted these 
days, but the flavoring of the enter- 
tainment is looked for in personali- 
ties that click for one reason or an- 
other. The “Crinoline vs. Jazz” idea 
itse!f is familiar, of course, but here 
its beautifully worked out elabora-- 
tion is thoroughly enjoyable. 

Walt Roesner hasn't much to work 
with in the way of introducing peo- 
ple, but achieves one good gag. An- 
nouncing the band number by the 
Capitolians, he makes an impressive 
gesture of ballyhooing a “brand new 
number, never before played on any 
stage,” and ‘en springs the title as 
“Ramona” for a laugh. Number is 
expertly handled with incidental or- 
chestra bits. Dialog between Roes- 
ner and his comedian violinist is 
amusing, especially the musician's 
trick of using violin notes to express 
such things as “I don’ wanner.” 

Karavieff, billed as late of “Take 
the Air,” is the partisan of the crin- 
oline, Roesner of the jazz age, aud 
the whole show is a contest of ihe 
two styles. Marie Bonheur, soprano, 
sings old songs; Lillian Roth offers 
“hot” topicals, and the audience 
does the judging. Chester girls in 
the crinoline costumes make a love- 
ly picture. Center dresses are vivid 
red and the tone shades off threugh 
all gradations of pink to pure white. 
Out of this color scheme some str1x - 
ing effects are obtained. 

Switching to the jazz age, the girls 
strip to cocky costumes of white 
satin, close fitting and set off with 


England with her sneers | 


boxes is | 


variation of these chase idea that is 
genuinely funny. Rush. 

save the snappers for the finish. 
The youngster is using his dad as} 
a foil for some good natured kid- 
ding relating to pop’s bricf and 
} mild contributions to the routine 


white top hats. Taps go with the 
|} jazz and minuet-like toe routines 
With the criroalines. 

| For the finale girls are half of one 
and half of another, crinoline girls 
posed down stage and then zoing to 
an elevation half-way back, and j22z 
'girls posed high at the back amid a 
| sort of mechanical pinwheel hnre- 
| works effect. Excent for Miss Roth 
1e solo tap and 
|acrohatic stepping of John Quirlan. 
Running time of presen.iation is 26 
minutes. 

“Robespierre”’ was the overture, in- 
troducing the vocal ensemble posed 
behind a transparency singing the 
“Marsellaise” to fine effect. 

News reel is medley of Pararnount, 

Presentation relatively short, a 
Hal Roach comedy two-reeler was 
shown, Charley Chase in. “The Fight 
Pest,” a low comedy tiuteriude that 
was sadly needed in the program, 


which had a rather mournfui feat- 
ure in “Laugh, Clown, Laugh” (M- 
G-M). Two-reeler is a pip, having 


to do with one of those fight fans 
who makes a nuisance of himself at 
the ringside and then is lured into 
the ring, where he gets away from 
murderous bruisers by accident. <A 


returned later, walking out for 


tricola, 
the finish 
to closing. 


an imitation of Tom Pa 
Miss Patricola’s turn, at 
Miss Pat, spotted next 
sang a couple of new ones and 
then a medlev of some of her for- 
mer hits. It helped a finish where 
help was needed. 

Wheeler and Wheeler opened in 
their smooth dancing acrobatic twin 


routine. Kody and Wilson (New 
Acts) deuced. Cariton Emmy and 
his entertaining dog act treyed. 


Emmy has wisely dropped the reci- 
tation he was using when the 
played Los Angeles. 
“Amateur Nite in London,” 
don Postock’s contribution to the 
levity of nations, closed and was 
just what the six bitters craved 
The crossfire from the guy ifn the 
hox clicked 190 per cent. The 
grotesque makeup of the amateurs 
wae the signal for shrieks on their 
first appearance. Con. 


age 
ac 


Gor- 


in| 


* 


New Acts 


VARIETY 


FOWLER and TAMARA 
Dances, and Band 

18 Mins.; Full Stage (Special) 
Palace (St. V) 


After a picture house tour follow- 
ing cabaret starring engazements 


here and there, these Americans, 
who typify Continental dance en- 
tertainment, furnished class, art 


and novelty to a Palace bill which 
needed all three. Miss Tamara's 
gzown-costumes -#tone were rich, 
rare and regal. 

They bring the Guatemala Ma- 
rimba Orchestra of 7, one being a 
bass fiddier and the others ham- 
mer thumpers, and a foreign solo- 
ist, Juan Sebastian. The band will 
do, and the tenor, while negligible, 
helps fill in a change. 

But the dancers are superlative. 
First in a Spanish double and then 
in an exquisite tango, they were es- 
tablished before they left the stage 
the first time. The soloist sang off- 
stage, with the band accompany- 
ing. They returned in a sort of 
Spanish foxtrot, ryhthmical .and 
beautiful. The soloist then made 
his appearance, singing an unfa- 
miliar number in Spanish to no 
great effect. 

A salvo greeted Fowler and 
Tamara when they came forth with 
their extraordinary waltz maneuver 
in which Miss Tamara is perched 
on Fowler’s” shoulders. A more 
graceful terpsichorean bit doesn’t 
live, nor a more dainty and ro- 
mantic. The finish, in which he 
whirls her while holding her with 
one hand under the flat of her back, 
is strength, poetry and originality 
in high. The encore was a simpie 
but entirely effective perfection 
and variation of ballroom steps, to 
an outburst of rich applause, well 
earned. 

It is easily seen why this pair gets 
across in every branch of enter- 
tainment—anything exquisitely done 


is a thrill, and their work is as 
nearly perfect as highly trained 
specialty performers and natural 


love their profession 
devoted concentration, 
Lait. 


atrists, who 
and give it 
can reach. 


EDDIE MORAN 
Master of Ceremon:es 
Branford, Newark 

Moran is of a different type than 
any of the m. c.’s who have graced 
the Branford’s stage. Distinctly a 


comedian and as such has played 
many weeks successfully at the 
house. He had developed an appar- 


ently original line of garbled talk 
that aroused favorab]: comment and 
has always '-en used by the press 
as publicity with his notices writ- 
ten in his style of language. 

Moran has a long face that can 
be terribly solemn. He has the ama- 
teu, spirit and ucts always as if he 
were having a good time. This is 
naturally infectious. He also can 
dance and does so while leading the 
band. He does several blackouts 
with Les Stevens, and although he 
cannot sing much, he can talk a song 
across. 

Moran’s chief fault is a failure to 
get all his lines across in the big 
house. He is evidently clever and 
quick, as shrieks of laughter from 
the front rows testify, but most of 
these are lost 15 rows back. It 
might be added he is popular with 


the large flapper clientele. There 
doesn't.seem to be much doubt that 
he will coax business back to this 
house again. Austin. 
MURRAY MOSS 

Accordion 

18 Mins.; One 

American Roof (V-P) 

Annunciator and lobby sheet had 
it Murray Moss, but another man 
working from an upper box drew 
the applause when he warbled a 
mush ballad. 

Moss does some hot stuff on an 
accordion and by way of showing 
familiarity with the instrument 
plays a blues. The usual interrup- 


tion from the “plant,” greater part 
of confab geeting laughs. 

Combo fair, but could 
stronger turn. 


frame a 
Mark. 


MURAND and GIRTON 


KODY and WILSON 
Song and Music 

14 Mins.; One 
Riverside (St. V.) 


Two pretty girls, Dlonde and bru- 
nette, in a refined routine of vocal 


and musical entertainment. Musi- 
cian plays piano, harp, flute and 
violin. 


Singer has a trained voice of good 
quality and a pleasing personality. 
She makes two changes of costume, 
discarding long dresses for a gypsy 
effect. 

Voeal high light is a flute obbli- 
gato duet. A harp and voice rendi- 


tion of “Old Man Riber” by the 

musician also got over nicely. They 

liked the girls here, number two. 
Corn. 


DALTON and CRAIG 
Comedy Skit 

15 Mins.; One (Special) 
Fifth Ave. (V-P) 

This clever team is a standurd, 
with the routine caught at the 
Fifth Avanue probably new. Some- 
what of a familiar idea, the man- 
ner in which they do the hicktown 
cigar-stand girl-and-fly actor dis- 
tinguishes their stuff. 


It’s a bright turn for the family 
trade which will take to the 
woman's wholesome personality and 
silly giggle bit, and the actor- 
character's flip routine in helping 
himself to everything in sight. 

Act probably specially authored, 
although no one lobby-credited. 

j Abel. 


HELEN TOO WISE 


(Continued from page 1) 


environment that had 
with them. 

Helen, angry, refused to do any- 
thing of the kin, and finally left 
home. For some time she lived by 
herself, ignoring her mother’s de- 
mands that she return home. A 
long scrap ensued in which it seems 
her mother has finally won out. 

Not long ago when Paul Bern, 
head of the M-G-M scenario depart- 
ment, was fn New York, he met 
Helen and recommended her for a 
contract with M-G-M. It was this 
offer, along with her mothers’s per- 
suasions, that finally decided Helen 
to temporarily leave the stage and 
go to Hollywood to make at least 
one picture this summer. 

She may return to the scenes of 
her enlightenment next season, as 
she has a contract with the Theatre 
Guild to appear in one of its pro- 
ductions. 


Houses Opening 
Lincoln Theatrical 
Newark, N. J., has broken ground 
for a 2,500-seat theatre office 
building at Greenwich, Conn. House 
in Septem- 
the acts 


Enterprises, 


and 


is figured to be ready 
ber with vaudfilm policy, 
booked independently. 
Fally Markus will book the Sun- 
dav concert shows at the Columbia, 


New York. 

The Paragon, pictures, opened by 
Charles Fischer. 

Arlington, Arlington, N. J, pie- 
tures 

Queen Anne, Bogota, N. J, pic- 
tures. 

Castle, Long Beach, one of the 
S. Moss. string acquired by 
Keith, will play straight pictures 
this summer. 


ILL AND INJURED 


Evelyn Lowell of “Sunny Days,” 
struck by an automobile on Michi- 
can boulevard, Chicago, in St. Luke’s 
hospital. Attorney Phil R. Davis is 
starting suit for $10,000 damages 
against Ernest Reshman, driver of 
the car. 

William Eddy, 70, formerly with 
the Flying Eddy Troupe (circus), 
seriously ill at the Norwalk (Conn.) 
hospital. 

Babe 
stairs at 
is unahle 


vaude, fell down- 
the Audubon, N. Y., and 
to do stage work. 


Acrobatics 
5 Mins.; Full 
American Roof (V-P) BIRTHS 
First part devoted to acrobatics Mr. and Mrs. Jack J. Gain, daugh- 
with the man doing some ground] ter, Hollywood Hospital, Hollywood, 
work. Girl shifts to familiar two-| May 23. ‘ather is studio manager 
wheeled bike routine, but worked |of Paramount. 
extremely well on the small stage.| Mr. and Mrs. Frank MacLaughiin, 
Nothing but might show) son, Garfield) Hospital, Los An- 
to better adyantave on bigger! geles. Mother is the former Ruth 
} Stage. Opening spot here Mark. Waddell, ex-“Follies” girl. 


inspired her 


| | 
| 
| | | 
| 
| | | | 
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PRESENT ATIONS—BILLS 


THIS WEEK (May 28) 
NEXT WEEK (June 4) 


Shows carrying numerals 
week on Sunday or Monday, as date may be. 


with split weeks also indicated by dates. 
An asterisk (*) before name signifes act is new to city, doing a new 


turn, reappearing after absen 
Pictures include in classi 


presentation as adjunct. 


GERMANY 
Month of May 


Paul Erdtmana 

L & V Geisel 

Casati 

Hans Reimann 

Clairy & Arno 

Peter Pfeiffer 

Lotte Werkmeister 

Willy Rosen 
Barbe 


Maru 

Andre 

Dorett Relms 

Belar 3 

4 Popoffs 

Sandy Hopkins 

Ela & Sati 

Steiner & I Andre 

Yvonne Alfonso 

Baby Milford 

Otto Steiger 

Zelie & C Anthony 
Charlott Casino 

Fritz Grunbaum 

Fritz Schrecker 

Manny Ziener 

Metelka-Mensing 

C Fuss & C Clairy 

Josef Baar 

Harvey Sis 

Bonita Berol 

Else Saldern 

Fritzi Sioli 

Bidi Grun 

Nicholson 

Marina de Goyeska 

C Giampietro 

Gerda Lassner 


such as (27) or (28) indicate opening this 
For next week (3) or (4) 


ce or appearing for first time. 
fication picture policy with vaudeville or 


Faun 
Wilma Gentz 
Anita Leschik 
Fritz Junkermann 
Viola Estrella 
Ulpts & Hella 
2 Cerestos 
Robt Starr 
Dora Doritt 

Meran 
William Berner 
H ory Lorenzen 
Tisc Walten 
Monto & Videa 
Erla Valero 
Kathi Reich 
Apara 


Ancna 

Wally Marelly 

4 Castles 

Hermann Strebel 

Juli-Fernan 

Bells C Gladiatoren 

C Luftstensation 

Tommy Long 

Miss Marifah 

Lilly & E Schwarz 

Poncherrys 
Wien-Berlin 

Bal Golnikoft 

Fritz Berger 

Edith Karin 

Kurt Lucas 

La Haryta y Enriq 

Francis Dorny 

Magda Welten 

Willy Prager 

Matt & Jeff 


LONDON 
Week of May 28 


FINSBURY PARK 
Empire 


Gordon Freeman 
Harvard Win & Br 
Melvilles 

Lee & Tesnit 
Jerry Co 

Toms & McSw'ney 
Ernest Hastings 
Steyn & Stewart 
Debroy Powers Bd 


Jovers 

Misquette & Maxly 
Victor Andre 
Auntie 

Howard Rogers 
Talbot O'Farrell 


Johnny Marvin 
Houston Sis 
Coliseum 
Kouns Sis 
Jackson Owen 
Pierrotys 
Will Hay 
Clarkson Rose 
Victoria Palace 
Will Fyffe 
Farrar & Mayerl 
Gresham Singers 
Osborne & Perryer 
Victoria Girls 
Lena King 


,Chas Ancaster 


Kiraku Bros 
NEW CROSS 
Empire 
Sweeney Todd 
STRATFORD 
Empire 
Mercenary Mary 


PROVINCIAL 


ENGLAND 
ABERDEEN Claire Ruane 
H. M,. Vallier Co 
Poor Papa Rev Bert Hughes Co 
ARDW’K GREEN HANLEY 
Empire Grand 
Folies Bergere Rev | Whitebirds Rev 
BIRMINGHAM LEEDS 
Empire Empire 
Orders Is Orders Sunshine Sal Rev 
Grand Royal 
Trix Sis The Desert Song 


Pauline & Diane 

Russell Carr 

Penrose & Whitl’k 

Bolls 

Carr & Parr 

Harry Herbert 

& Juggling Jewels 

Horace Kenney 
BLACKPOOL 


Grand 
The Girl Friend 
Palace 


Lily Morris 
Hetty King 
Jean Florian 
Pierce & Roslyn 
8 Lancashire Lads 
Rema 2 
Max Miller 
Les Germaines 
Tower Circus 
Courts Menagerie 
Carre Sis 
Cheroy 
Doodles 
Fiery Jack 
Lucy Morton 
Mercedes Gleitze 
Dakotas 
4 Facory Sis 
Young Steve 
Master Billle 
Lester's Midgets 
BRADFORD 
Alhambra 
Bull's Eye Rev 
BRISTOL 
Hippodrome 
Young Bloods Var 
CARDIFF 
Empire 
Ruby Sis 
Yat Sen 
Wengler Bros 
Fred Hutchings 
Jack Hylton’s Bd 
Norah Morris 
Melvin 
CHATHAM 


Empire 
Paint & P’wd’r 
DUNDEE 
King’s 

Odd Lots Rev 
GLASGOW 
Alhambra 

Running Wild 

Empire 


m 
Albert Whelaa 
Yedras 

Rebla 

I & C Browning 
Wensley & Dale 


LEICESTER 
Palace 
Derkas 
Charton's Mar’ettes 
Paige & Jewett 
Stetson 
Jay Laurier 
Burr & Hope 
Levoie & Moran 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire 
The Terror Rev 
MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome 
Ruth Howell 2 
Isa Kremer 
Bransby Williams 
Mounters 
B T Selbit 
Palace 
Lido Lady 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire 
Potiphar'’s Wife 
NEWPORT 
Empire 
Herbert Ray’s Rev 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire 
Splinters Rev 
Royal 
Hamilton Deane Co 
PORTSMOUTH 
Royal 
Purple Staircase 
SALFORD 
Palace 
Blue Saraphan Rev 
SHEFFIELD 
Empire 
Safety First Rev 
SHEPH’RDS BUSH 
Empire 
Renee & Godfrey 
Phyllis & Giles 
Huxter Bros 
Ann Rogers 


Gyro Wheel 
Power & Bendon 
SOUTHSEA 
King’s 
The Ringer 
e SWANSEA 
Empire 


Hornsby’'s Rev 
WooD GREEN 
Empire 

Firman’s Bd 
Sammy Shields 
Bernt & Partner 
Lewis Davenport 
Wee Georgie Wood 


Lloyd & L’Estr’nge 


a Picture Theatres 


NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (26) 
“Crinol vs Jazz’ U 

Walt Roesner 
Capitolians 
Karaviefft 

Lillian Roth 

John Quinlan 
Marie Bonheur 
“L'gh Clown L’gh” 


Paramount (26) 
‘Seeing Things’? U 
Paul Ash 

Allan Raymond 
Joe Rose 
Castleton & Mack 
Yelicia Sorel Girls 
Les Klicks 

John Maxwell 
Helen Kane 


“His wer Lady” 


) 
“Sunny Skies’ Unit 
Paul Ash 
Maurice Colleano 
William Robyn 
Joe Termini 
Georgie Hayes 
Pedro Rubin's Girls 
“The Drag Net” 

Rialto (26) 
Marguerite Ringo 
Joseph Wetzel 
Ca Bitteri 
“St t of Sin” 

Rivoli (26) 
Charlotte Woodruff 
Hernandez 3 
Nanette Barr 
“Ramona” 

Strand (26) 
“Grad'tion Days” U 
Leon Navara 
Lee Sis 
Ned Wayburn Girls 


Fr'nkie Masters Bd 
Adler Weil & H 
Gus Mulcay 
Irene Taylor 
Chester Hale Ballet 
“Sorrell & Son" 
Uptown (28) 
“Roman Nights’ U 
Bennie Krueger Bd 
Roy Cropper 
Philiss Rae 
Lassiter Bros 
“Sorrell & Son” 
ATLANTA, GA. 
Howard (1) 
“Arabian Nights” U 
Helier & Riley 
2 Black Dots 
Zastrow & White 
Viola Rocketts 
BALTIMOeE, MD. 
Century (28) 
Ted Claire 
Mario & Lazarin 
Ruth Denice 


1560 Broadway 


EARL HARRISON KEATE 


Suite 20, Film Exchange Building 
LOS ANGELES 
Pacific Coast Representative 


ALF T. WILTON 


INC, 


Booking Artists for 
>RODUCTIONS PRESENTATION THEATRES 
LOEW FOX 


and Independent Circuits 
NIGHT CLUBS 


RADIO 
MOVIETONE, VITAPHONE, PHOTAPHONE 


Bryant 2027-8 


Douglas Wright Co 
Chas Calvert 
Brown & Bailey 
“Lady 

( 


Vitaphone 
“Tenderloin” 
Roxy (26) 
Harold Van Duzee 
Joyce Coles 
Nicholas Daks 
Lillian La Tonge 
Ruth Porter 
Ann Fleming 
Flora Duane 
Von Grona Dancers 
Jacques Cartier 
16 Roxyettes 
Roxy Male 4 
Glady& Rice 
Mildred Hunt 
Amy Revere 
“News Parade” 
CHICAGO, ILL. 
Avalon (28) 
Del Lampe Bd 
Jue Fong 
Lewis & Anes 
Tokio Boys 
Capitol (28) 
Roy Detrich Bd 
Joe Roberts 
Lynam & Farnum 
Chicago (28) 
“Araby” Unit 
H L Spitalny Bd 
Lou Kosloft 
Lou Holtz 
Jerrie 
Giersdorf Sis 
Rita Owin 
Johnson & Hewitt 
Rasch Ballet 
“Yellow Lily” 
Granada (27) 
Benny Meroff Bd 
Redmond & Wells 
Marguerite White 
Griffen & Greshen 
Lee Barton Evans 
Moran Kelo & R 
Harding (27) 
“Sunshine Days” U 
Art Kahn Bd 
E & M Beck 
Sally Sweet 
Gene Sheldon 
Gould Dancers 
“Across to S’pore” 
Marbro (20) 
Chas Kaley Bd 
Joe Frisco 
Walter Walters Co 
Hauser Bros 
Norshore (27) 
“Top of World” U 
Al Kvale Bd 
Walt Nillson 
Ginger Rogers 
Sanna & Earlyn 
Bennett Bros 
“3 Sinners” 
Oriental (27) 
“Here C’mes Br’ U 
Mark Fisher Bd 
Marguerite Ball 
Paul Mall 
Moore & Lewis 
Benny Strong 
Henri Keats 
“Harold Teen” 
Regal (26) 
Fess Williarns Bd 
3 Browns 
Geraldine & Joe 
Sara Martin 
Marshall Rogers 
Rialto (28) 
Delano Dell 
Jeanette Seymour 
Senate (27) 
“Mission Bells’ U 
Al Belasco Bd 
Carr Family 
Billy Carpenter 
Roy Revers 
Alice Weaver 
“Across to S'pore” 


Sheridan (28) 
Verne Buck Bd 
LeVan & Doris 
Art Linick 
Hank the Mule 
Shaw & Allen 


Stratford 
2d half (31-2) 
M Hillblum Bd 
3 Kittens 
Stone Bros 
College Comedy 4 
Betsy Reese 
Bobby Jackson 
Tivoli (28) 


“Pagoda Land” U 


Ross Sis 

Felicia Sorrel Girls 

Edgecombe 4 

Remos Midgets 

“The Drag Net” 
(4 


) 
“Flapperettes” Unit 
“Garden of Eden” 

New (28) 
6 English Daisies 
Joy Clayton 
“Sailors Go Wr’'ng” 


Stanley (28) 
Pep Kaufman 
Venetian Nights 
“The Yellow Lily’’ 


B’RM’GHAM, ALA. 
Alabama (1) 
“M'rry Wid'’w” Rev 

Virginia Johnson 

Joseph Griffin 
Accent & Jenesko 
Sorel Co 

Royal 4 
Runaway 4 


BOSTON, MASS. 
Metropolitan (28) 
“Sunny Skies” Unit 
Gene Rodemich Bd 
“The Dragnet” 

Stafe (28) 
Harry Fox Co 
Beatrice Curtis 
Violet Joy 
Birge Peterson 
“The Patsy” 


(4) 
Carl & Jean Rev 
Lillian Shaw 
“Circus Rookies” 
BUFFALO, N. Y. 

Buffalo (26) 

“Rah Rah Rah” U 
“Partn'rs in Crime” 

2 


) 
Paul Whiteman 
Great. Lakes (27) 
Paul Specht Orch 
Hudnut Sis 
Virginia Bacon Co 
Hillier & Forte 
Phil Seed Girls 
Billy Hallen 
Dixon & O'Brien 
Earles 
“We Americans” 
Lafayette (27) 
Vitaphone 
“Lion & Mouse” 
CLEVELAND, O. 
Allen (26) 
“Rio Romance” U 
Cansinos 
Joe Penner 
Paul Kieman 
Amati Grassi 
Gaucho Girls 
Stub Gordon Orch 
“Certain Y’g Man” 


“Knick Knacks” U 
“Certain Y'’g Man” 


DETROIT, MICH. 
Capitol (26) 
“Br'dway Blues” U 
Whiteman Orch 
Rhythm Boys 
Coleman Goets 
Lillian Dowson 


Vitaphone 

‘L’'gh Clown L’gh’ 
Warner Bros. (22) 
L Ceballas Pres 
Jimmie Clemens 


OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THB N. V. & 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway, New York 
Bet. 46th and 47th Sts. 


This 


Week: 


JOSEPHINE SABEL, TED LORAINE 


Al & Jack Rand 
“Hold ’Em Yale” 
9 


(2) 
“Dixie Flyer” Unit 
Capitolians’ Bd 
Harry MacDonald 
Kelo Bros 
Evans & Mayer 
J'zz Lips Rich'rds’n 
‘Diam'nd H’'ndcuffs’ 
Grand Riviera (27) 
“High Hat” Unit 
Monk Watson 
Keystone Ser 
Chas Irwin 
“Beau Sabreur’”’ 


Hollywood (27) 
Rehearsal 
Hearn & Gray 
Haynes L’'man & K 
Kirk & Zion 
Sunnybrook Orch 
Bob Clarke 
Hollywood Girls 
“Dressed to Kill" 


Michigan (26) 
“Knick Knacks” U 
Van & Schenck 
Llora Hoffman 
Del Delbridge Syn 
Lee Sis 
Wesley & Hazel 
Winifred & Mills 
“Lady Be Good” 

2 


(2) 

‘Rah Rah Rah’ U't 
Del Delbridge Bd 
Eduard Werner Bd 
“The Actress” 

State (26) 
“Running Wild” U 
Roy Sedley 
Frankie Morris 
Fay & Milliken 
6 Crackerjacks 
Horton Spurr 
Seb Meza 
Waiter Bastian 
“Fools Luck” 


(2) 
W Bastian Ba 
Roy Sedley 4 
Gaynor & Byroa 
Lew Kelly Co 
State Steppers 
FT. WORTH, TEX. 
Worth (1) 
‘Mikado of Jazz’ U 
Darling 2 
Arch Cannon 
Bob LaSalle 
Evelyn Vee 
Willard Andelta 
8 Mikado Girls 
Kimawa Tr 
HOUSTON, TEX. 
Metropolitan (1) 
‘Russian Revels’ U 
L & F Berkoff 
Ross & Gilbert 
Berkoff Girls 
Emerson & B’ldwin 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Palace (2) 
Gilda Gray 
“Devil Dancer’ 
IRVINGTON, N. Jd. 
Sanford (27) 
Ray Nichols Bd 
Dawning Sis 
Reno 
Lady Isi Mel 
Bathing Girls 
Tinto & Kramer 


Stanley (26) 
Charlie Melson Bd 
Haig Prieste 
Rose Valayaga 
Joey Ray 
Irmanette 
‘Patent Leath’r Ki 
‘p’t’t Leather Kid’ 
KANS. CITY, MO. 

Midland (2) 
‘Gallopin’ On’ Unit 

LOS ANGELES 
Boulevard (25) 
Max Bradfield Or 
Cushion & Hutton 
Jack Cavanaugh Co 

Cal Norris Girls 
‘Love Me & World’ 
Carthay Circle 


(Indef) 
Movietone 
Carli Elinor Or 


“The Street Angel” 
Chinese (Indef) 


“No. Lights” Unit 
Chief Capolican 
Arnold Blackner 
Jimmy Ray 

Chaz Chase 
Rangers 


LeRoy & Weir 
Eunice Healey 
“Trail of 
Criterion (25) 
Movietone 
“Raider Emden” 
Egyptian (25) 
Lynn Cowan 
Jack Joyce 
Bozo Fox Co 
Marjorie Moore 
“Ramona 
Loew's State (25) 
Benny Rubin 


Eileen Marcy 

H & D Downing 
Rogues 

Tommy Atkins 6 
Sally & Ted 

C Bakalienikoff Or 
Vitaphone 

“Lion & Mouse” 


MILWA’KEE, WIS. 
Miller (28) 
Flying Howards 
Gullana 
J & R LaPeari 
Ann Ford 
Schriener & G’gory 
Cook & Valdare Sis 


NEWARK, N. J. 
Branford (26) 
Eddie Moran 
Les Stevens Bd 
Carlo Restivo 
Myrtle Pierce 
Pauline Miller 
Reeves & Leu 
Franklyn & St’nley 
Al Siegel 
G Bourman Girls 
“Mad Hour” 
Fox Terminal (26) 
Movietone 
Hello Cheyenne 
“The Escape 
Mosque (26) 
Vitaphone 
“Red Hair” 
NEW HAVEN, CT. 
Sherman (28) 
M Vadie & G Ota 
10 Lon-Paris Girls 
T Eddy’s Ramblers 
Rachel Bonstine 
Rita de Simone 
“Glorious Betsy” 
N. ORLEANS, LA. 
Saenger (1) 
“High Lights’ U’t 
Shirley Louise 
Helen McFarland 
Masse & Dietrich 
Hurley 
Foster Girls 
M A, NEB. 
Riviera (1) 
“Havana” Unit 
Geo D Washington 
Boris Petroff Girls 
Al Mitchell 
Wally Jackson 
Coster & Hewlett 
Dorothy Berks 
Naruib Bakdu 


PA. 
Penn (28) 
“Kat Kabaret” 

Teddy Joyce 

Bert Nagel & Omar 
Hearst Bros 
Patterson 2 
Kerenoff & Maree 
Roy Walman 

A Rasch Girls 
“Garden of Eden” 

4 


(4) 
‘Bowery Follies’ U 
‘Acr’ss to Sing’p’re’ 

\~Stanley (28) 
‘Song & Dance’ U 
Charlie Wilkens 
Vivienne Glenn 
Jay Sieler 
Manoft & Gifford 
G Bourman D‘nc’rs 
Phil’s Jaxx Beaux 
John Steel 
‘Port Missing Girls’ 
P’LID’LPHIA, PA. 

Carman (26) 
Desireg@ Ellinger 
George Broadhurst 
Shaw & Shaw 
Jones & Rea 
Alan Reno 
8 Pic’dilly P’ches 
“Matinee Idol” 
Fay’s (28) 
Mariette 3 
Ketch & Wilma 
Pisano & L’ndauer 
Lomas Co 
“Honor Bound” 
Fox’s (28) 
Synco Gaieties 
Missouri Revelers 
Flo Perry 
2 Sammies 
Willie Fradkia 
Gil Lamb 
Frank Seiffert 
3 Adams Sis 
Emily Powell 
Vestof & Vaun 
Ossman & Schepp 
Seamon & Herman 
12 Jr Steppers 
‘Thief in the Dark’ 
Stanley (28) 
“Jazz Carnival” 
Buddy Page 
Al & Ray Samueis 
Chas Rozella 
Markell & Faus 
Collette Sis 
M Vadie Dancers 
‘Night of Mystery’ 
PR’VIDENCE, 
Fay’s (28) 
Eddie Mayo Gang 
Francis Renault 
Lane & Lee 


Jose Mercado 


‘Gallopin’ On’ Unit 
Ed Lowry 
Ben Blue 
“Street of Sin” 
Missouri (26) 
Frank Fay 
“Yellow Lily’ 
State (26) 
Nat Nazarro Jr 
Tom Terry 
Gilda Gray 
“Devil 
) 


( 
Nat Nazarro Jr 
Sylvia Froos 
Cuby & Smith 
Santley & Sawyer 
‘Acr’ss to Sing’p’re’ 
SYRACUSE, N. Y. 
State (2) 
“Cameos” Unit 
‘“*Rose-Marie”’ 
TRENTON, N. J. 
Lincoln (31-2) 
Harry Shaw's Pres 
Happiness Girls 
Flo Mayo Girls 
“Chicago” 
W’SHINGT’'N, D.C. 
Earle (26) 
‘Radio Nights’ U’t 


Jack Pepper 

Ada Kaufman Girls 
Billie Claire 
Mignolet 

Julia Gerrity 

M & B Meryl 


6 Banjo Daisies 
“Yellow Lily’’ 
Fox (26) 

S J Stebbins Pres 
Earl Carpenter Bd 
Morgan & Stone 
Lubon & DuPree 
George Willis 
Rosa Polnariow 
Bud & Buddie 
Melody Girls 
Meyer Davis Sym 
Leon Brusilofft 
“If I Were Single” 

Palace (26) 
“Flapperettes” U’t 
Wesley Eddy 
Rio Bros 
Chick Kennedy 
Luley Mealey & C 
Billy Gerber 
12 Foster Girls 
‘Acr’ss 


( 
‘Seeing Things’ 
“Circus Rookies” 


Loew 


NEW YORK CITY 


merican 
1st half (4-6) 
Variety 4 
Ann Gold Co 
N T G's Girls 
Jerome & Mills 
DeLeon & Davies 


Orpheum 

1st half (4-6) 
Frank Shields 
Kessler & Morgan 
Mary & Ann Clark 
Caites Bros 
Ruth Elder 

2d half (7-10) 


G 


West 


is ever at 


eastward, 


LYONS LYONS 


Intimate Chats: ey, 


Our Mr. William B. 
land, in charge of our Los 
Angeles office, Pantages Bldg,. 
your 
Communicate with him for 
western bookings or break- 
jump dates from California 


Coast 


Row- 


service, 


LYONS & LYONS 


PARAMOUNT BLDG NEW YORK 


Swartz & Clifford 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (7-10) 
Frank Shields 
Patti Spear Co 
Burke & Burke 
Collegians 
Sherman & Ryan 
Mary & Ann Clark 
Richy Craig Jr 
Aerial La Vails 


Boulevard 

lst half (4-6) 
Franklyn & Royce 
Corinne Arbuckle 
Nielson & Warden 
Gordon & Pierce 
Oscar Stang Orch 

2d half (7-10) 
Van Cello & Mary 
Sid Townes 
McRae & Mott 
Ferris & Ellis 
Cyclone Rev 


Commodore 

Ist half (4-6) 
Elsie & Herman 
Rita Shirley 
Fields & Wells 
Evans Wilson & B 
Bert Collins Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (7-1@) 
Beasley Twins 
Smith & Hart 
Jack La Vier 


Youth 
(Two to fill) 
Delancey St. 
ist half (4-6) 
Van Cello & Mary 
Beth Marsh 
Al Shayne Co 
Chas & G Keating 
Romaine & Castle 
Ina Alcova Co 
2a half (7-10) 
Miss Physical Cult 
Burns & Boran 
Green & Parker 
Hicks & Hart 
Henry Fink 
Mildred Andre Co 


an 

ist half (4-6) 
Royal Sidneys 
Hamilton Sis & F 
Harry Hines 
Will Higgie Girls 
(One to fill) 

2d half (7-10) 
Franklyn & Royce 
Corinne Arbuckle 
Steppe & Pierce 
Supper Club 


Pauli Bros 

Burns & Foran 
Jean Joyson 
Mahoney & Cecil 
Mildred Andre Co 


(One to fill) 


JACK L. LIPSHUTZ 


TAILOR, 908 Walnut St., Phila. 


Tuesdays 
723 7th Ave. 
New York 
COLUMBUS, O. Will King 
Ohio (2) Lew Dunbar 
“Rio Romance” U June Clyde 
"Across to S’pore”’ Don Smith 


DALLAS, TEX. 
Palace (2) 
“Treasure Ships” U 

V & E Stanton 
Walter Mitchell 
A & G Bloom 
Felicia Sorrell Co 
Pirate Boys 
DENVER, COL. 
Denver (31) 
“Dancing Feet’ U 
Harry Rose 
Richard Edwards 
Martha Vaughn 
Larry Vale 
Wallie Stewart 
Alice Finn 
Alice Swanson 
DES MOINES, IA. 
Capitol (1) 
“Blue Plate” Unit 
Koehler & Edith 
Lorraine Tumler 
Gordon & King 
Long & Small 
Mutt & Jeff of D 
Meyers & Hanford 


Sunkist Beauties 
‘Something Always’ 


Metropolitan (26) 
“Fast Mail” Unit 
Frank Jenks 
Foster Girls 
Eva Thorntoa 
Roy Shelton 
Myrtle Gordon 
The LeGrohs 
Eddie hill 
“Big Killing’ 
Million Dollar 
(Indef) 
‘Lime H’se Nites’ U 
Hughes & Smoot 
Steve Savage . 
Huff & Griffith 
Maxine & Doreen 
H'llywood Beauties 
“Street of Sin” 
United Artists 
(23) (Indef) 
Dion Romandi Or 
James S8Kurroughs 
Lupe Velez 


Jack Housh 
Carl Rosini Co 
‘Canyon of Adven’ 


S’N 


‘exas (1 
“Hands Up” Unit 
Gould Synco Cops 
Jimmie Duff 
Marguerite Rickard 
J & K Spangler 
Delso Retter 
SAN FFANCISCO 

‘California (26) 
Gino Severi Bd 
“Across Atlantic” 

Granada (25) 
Ted Leary 
Bernard & Henri 
Tyler Mason 
Mills Shea 
“His Tiger Lady” 

St. Francis (26) 
M Brambilla Bd 
Movietone 
‘“‘Sunrise’”’ 

Warfield (26) 
Rube Wolf Bd 
Roy Cummings 
Florence Duffy 


Armanda Chirot 


2d half (7-10) 
Helen Moretti 
Casper & Morrissey 
Berkoff Dancers 
(Three to fill) 


Lincoln Sq. 

1st half (4-6) 
Will Morris 
Helen Moretti 
Arnold & Dean 
Bob Fisher 
Violet Joy Girls 

2d half (7-10) 
Bernard Weber Co 
Nielson & Warden 
Faber & McIntyre 
(Two to fill) 


National 

ist half (4-6) 
Selma Braatz Co 
Murray & Irwin 
Green & Parker 
Norton & Brower 
Night at Coney I 

2d haif (7-10) 
Mankin 
Marjorie Burton 
Arnold & Dean 
Romaine & Castle 
Colonial 6 


London Pal Girls 
Rita & Rae 
Nevins & Gordon 
Seymour Put & B 
Vadie Gygi Co 
State (4) 
Casting Campbells 
June & Jo 
Carney & Jean 
Raccooners 
Raymond & C’verly 
Lola Menzelli Co 


Victoria 

Ist half (4-6) 
Mankin 
Ferris & Ellis 
Will J Kennedy Co 
Richy Craig Jr 
Cyclone. Rev 

2d half (7-10) 
Hazel Goff & Mary 
4 Pages 
Leon & Dawn 
Hart Wagner & L 
Slaves of Melody 

BROOKLYN 

Bedford 

Ist half (4-6) 
Violet Ray & N 
4 Pages 
Seymour Put & B 
Collegians 
(One to fill) 

2d half (7-10) 
Peters & LeBuff 
Billie Richmond 
Mahoney & Cecil 
Bob Fisher 


Ist half (4-6) 
3 Nitos 
Bernard Weber Co 
Bobby & King 
Steppe & Pierce 
Supper Club 
2d half (7-10) 
Royal Sidneys 
Howard & Bennett 
Wally Sharples Co 
Demarest & Deland 
Bert Collins Co 
Melba 
Ist half (4-6) 
Carmen Fernandez 
Travers Sis 
O'Connor Sis 
Faber & McIntyre 
Joyner & Foster 
Frank Silvers Orch 
2d half (7-10) 
Crawford & Casey 
Lillian Leonard 
Margaret Davies 
Frank Silvers Orch 
(Two to fill) 
Metropolitan (4) 
Donals Sis 
Dixie 4 
Nick & G Verga 
Pease & Nelson Co 
Corbett & Barry 
Marvel Co 
Oriental 
Ist half (4-6) 
Summers Duo 
Sherman & Ryan 
Mamma in the Box 
Henry Fink 
Evelyn Phillips Co 
2a half (7-10) 
3 Nitos 
Murray & Irwin 
Robey & Desmond 
Emil Boreo 
Patty Reat Bros 
Palace 


ist half (4-6) 
Clyde & M Nelson 
Lomax & Johnson 
Vic Plant Co 
Sid Townes 
Perescaro Sis Rev 

2d half (7-10) 
Hack, Mack Co 
Kessler & Morgan 
Joyner & Foster 
Ina Alcova Co 
(One to fill) 


Premier 
Ist half (4-6) 
Worden Bros 
Hicks & Hart 
Casper & Morrissey 
Colonial 6 
2d half (7-10) 
Pauli Bros 
Beth Marsh 
Brown & Birm’h’m 
Al B White 
Circus Follies 
Universal 
Ist half (4-6) 
Hazel Goff & Mary 
Jack La Vier 


Leon & Dawn 

Al B White 

Leff & Demar’t Sis 
2d half (7-10) 

Violet Ray & Norm 

Caites Bros 

Violet y Girls 

(Two fill) 


— 


HOBOKEN, Nn. a 
ist half (4-6) 
Lyric 

Peggy Calvert 

Youth 

(Three to fill) 
2d half (7-10) 

O'Connor 3 


EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 


GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


1632 B’way, at 50th St., N. Y. City 


ATLANTA, GA. 
Grand (4) 
Brosius & Barton 
Bert & H Skatelle 
Robison & Pierce 


Runaway 4 
Morino & Mona Co 


BAY RIDGE 


Loew’s 

1st half (4-6) 
Peters & Le Buff 
Marjorie Burton 
Brown & Birm’h'm 
Sim Moore & Pal 
Circus Follies 

2d half (7-10) 
Fay Elliott & King 
Jerome & Mills 
Will J Kennedy Co 
Gordon & Pierce 
Lime 3 


B’RM’GHAM, ALA, 


Natalie Alt Co 
McLaughlin & E 
Al Herman’ 
Carnival of Venice 
BOSTON, MASS, 
Orpheum (4) 
W E Ritchie Co 
Frank Mullane Co 
Walter Walters Co 
Bradgon Morrissey 
Paul Tisen Orch 
BUFFALO, N. Y. 
State (4) 
La Fleur & Portia 
Edith Bohlman 
Pepito 
Oscar Lorraine 
Rainbow Revelries 
CANTON, O. 
lst half (4-6) 
3 Golfers 
Lydia Harris 
Frank Sinclair Co 
Frank Melino Co 
Florence Hedges Co 
2d half (7-10) 
Pickfords 
Buckley Calv’t & H 
Yachting Party 
Col Jack George 
M McQuarrie Co 
CLEVELAND, O. 
Granada 
2a half (7-10) 
Alexand’r Bros & E 
Lucille Benstead 
O’Donnell Blair Co 
Zelaya 
Edith Clasper Co 
Park 


1st half (4-6) 
Alexand’r Bros & E 
Lucille Benstead 
O'Donnell Blair Co 
Zelaya 
Edith Clasper Co 

State (4) 
3 Westergards 
Fay & Milliken 
Jimmy Gildea Co 
Hall & Dexter 
Julian Hall Orch 
COLUMBUS, O. 
State (4) 
McDonald 3 
Frisch, Rector & T 
Jack Janis Co 
Sunshine Sammy 
Bedini Arthur Co 
CORONA, L. I. 
Plaza 

Ist half (4-6) 
Aerial La Vails 
Billie Richmond 
McRae & Mott 
Emil Boreo 
Alice Deyo Co 

2d half (7-106) 
Summers 2 
Jean Joyson 
Bobby & King 
Will Higgie Girls 
(One to fill) 
EV’NSVILLE, IND. 

Ist half (4-6) 
Takewa Japs 
Violet Singer 
Jos B Stanley Co 
Billy Glason 
Melody Mansion 


Mason & Gwynne 
(Three to fill) 
HOUSTON, TEX, 
Houston (4) 
3 Longfields 
Will J Ward 
Wedding Ring 
relska LaRue R 
JAMAICA, L, 
Hillside 
lst half (4-6) 
Miss Physical Cult 
Ethel Dallon Co 
Campus Sweeth'rts 
Forsythe & Kelly 
Gilbert & Avery Co 
2d half (7-10) 
Worden Bros 
Hazel Crosby Co 
Norton & Brower 
Night at Coney I 
(One to fill) 
MEMPHIs, TENN, 
Loew's (4) 
Rose Kress 3 
Creighton & Lynn 
Lionel Mike Ames 
Lander Bros & L 
Dave White Hawks 
MONTREAL, CAN, 
Loew's (4) 
Alex Melford 3 
Dolan & Gale 
Janet of France 
Sam Hearn 
Ella Shields 
McKee O’Con Rev 
NEWARK, N. J. 
State (4) 
3 Castles 
Vine O'Donnell Co 
Ardine & Tyrell 
Welch & Hills 
Dave Harris Co 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (4) 
Ponzini's Monks 
Craig Campbell 
Otto Oretto Co 
Elliott & La Tour 
Paddy Clig Orch 
NORFOLK, VA. 
State (4) 
Nelson's Catland 
Bornice & Pansy 
Bobby & King 
Johnny Berkes 
Revue Fantasy 
PALISADES PARK 
4 


(4) 
Cliff Curran 
(Three to fill) 
PITTSBURGH, PA, 
Aldine (4) 
Hammer & H'm’'r 
Clark Morrell Co 
Andy & L Barlowe 
Collins & Peterson 
Casino de Paris 
TORONTO, CAN, 
Loew’s (4) 
5 Maxellos 
Cynthia & Claire 
Geo Yoeman & L 
Bobby Henshaw Co 
Parker Babb Orch 
W’'DHAVEN, L 
Willard 
ist half (4-6) 
Lime 3 
Howard & Bennett 
Burke & Burke 
Demarest & Deland 
(One to 
2d half (7-10) 
Will Morris 
Hamilton Sis & F 
Forsythe & Kelly 
Leff & D'marest Sis 
(One to fill) 
YONKERS, N. ¥ 
Loew's 
Ist half (4.6) 
Page & Klass 
Patti Spear Co 
Wally Sharples Co 
Sparling & Rose 
Fay Eljiott & King 
2d half (7-10) 
Selma Braatz Co 
Stanley & Ginger 
Chas & G Keating 
Swartz & Clifford 


Oscar Stang Orch 


STILL 


Bob—CARNEY and JEAN 


LOEW CIRCUIT 
TILL VACATION TIME 4 


Direction 


Joe—LEDDY & SMITH—Ed. 


226 West 47th St., Suite 901 


GOING 


Pantages 


NEWARK, N. J. 
Newark (4) 
Christopher & Col 
Paddy Saunders 
Dan Coleman 
Meyers & Sterling 
Tommy Powell 
Bigson Hubert 


NIAGARA FALLS 
Strand 


ran 
Ist half (4-6) 
Emil Knoff 
Corneillie & Z 
Bob Albright 
Reyue Unusual 
Telephone Tangles 


TORONTO, CAN. 
Pantages (4) 
3 Olympians 
Edison & Gregory 
Roy La Pearl 
Dance a la Carte 
(One to fill) 
HAMILTON, CAN. 
Pantages (4) 
Raymond & Geneva 
Ulis & Clark 
Hayden M & H 
Caranas & Barker 
TOLEDO, O. 
Rivoli (4) 
6 Brachards 
Ballet Caprice 
Rodero & Maley 
Ziegfeld Shadowg’h 


INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyric (4) 
Hanlon Bros 
Adrian 
W H Gron 
Kelly & Jackson 
Green & Austin 
Broadway Bits 
Margaret Force 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Pantages (4) 
Wonder Girl 
Graham & Courtn’y 
Frank Briarwood 
Sullivan & Ruth 
Werner & Mary A 
Flying Harpers 
SPOKANE, WASH. 
Pantages (4) 
Redford & Wallace 
Radiology 
Mason Dixon Rev 
Billy Gilbert 
SEATTLE, WASH. 
Pantages (4) 
Les Jardys 
Mack & Tivoli 
Havania 
Rowland & Joyce 
Margaret Morel 
VNCOUVER, B. ©. 
Pantages (4) 
Mary Zoller 
Houghton & W 


Tracy & Elwood 


42 
“Gaucho” 
Uptown “Yellow Lily’ 
Mo. 
| 
q 
yt 
if Scala 
| 
Le Rays 
wey 
NN 
HACKNEY 
Empire 
Khaki 
LONDON 
Alhambra 
| 
| 
| 
1 “The Patsy 
| JERSEY CITY 
| N T G Girls 
Gates Ave. 
| 
| | | | 
| (One to fill) 
Greeley Sq. 
Ist half (4-6) 
| | | | 
| | | 


Wednesday, May 30, 1928 


VARIETY 


ire Comedy 4 Lord & Willis Nazimova 
—_ & Parsons Havem’n’s Animals| Dare Wehl Co gee, Moware Co St ni'y & Quinnette | Halstead & Daniels BRIDGEPORT, CT. 2d half (7-109 Billy House Mitchell & Dove 
ye OMA, WASH. L’G BEACH, CAL, MILWAUKE Kitty — (Two to fill) (Three to fill) Palace Bob Murphy Van & Vernon Lee Tracy Co 
TACOMA, Pantages (4) yp othe cE ee we Ist half (4-6) Greenpoint 2a half (31-3) (Others to fill) Bloomber's Dogs Mildred Andrews 
Pantages (4) Gloria De V Orpheum (4) Fred Allen Senna & Dean ° — Tae Kemmys FT; > (One to fill) Bottomle : Irvi 
Eadie White Ruby Norton Toby Wilson Co Frolic 4 B & E Newell halt (1-19) "let halt 
Bronson & Gordon El Cc Avon 4 Orpheum (4) Mae Usher ilard & Marlin Wilt ‘a y wine” st halt ¢ 
Is eanor Judd J Lyde}i & Higce Crouch & Moore ston Sis 2a half (31-3) eKen Harry Holmes 
gensat’nal Vardells | Rev | Bert Lytell Krugel & } 4 Dales 5 Lame Reed & Duther Dal Crai 
Tishe & Robles é WS ‘ uthers aiton & Craig 

5 Cardinals = 2d hal -16 fill oli's Norma’s Violin 2d half (7-10) 
Cunningham & Be LAKE | (One to fill) Margaret Severn Co| R@Y & Harrison | “TS ‘Ratt 14-6) 2a half (31-3) | Wayne te Mitiard & Mariie 
FORTLAND, ORS. Pantages (4) MINNEAPOLIS (Gan rt fll) n Co on Kavanaugh J & B Page Fay Del Rio (One to filly LYNN, MASS. Nelson & Knight 

Pantages ) Brown & La Hart Hennepin (4) ST. LOUIS, Mo ob Hall Boggs & Weston Vernon Ratburn so AN Olympia Ruth Warren Co 
Dorothy Lund Co Carlena Dianrond James Barton St I is ° — (Two to fill) (Three to fill) Lucy 4 ELMIRA, N. ¥. 2a half (31-3) (Two to fill 
Mabel McCane Maurice Costel Michon Bros Stop L Palace (28) 2a half (7-10) Belle & Albert Clark Bros QUEBEC, CAN 
Roger & E Hurst Maurry & Van Winnie Lightner Wallace & Mi sone | was Mahoney Rice & Werner Neptune 4 Ta My 2? Gilbert & French Keith's 
Ward & Patrick Burt & Rosedale Dan Small & Prtnr Larry Rich Orch Miss Juliet Bernard BR'CKT'N, MASS, | & ae -Tellis Sis 2d half (31-3) 
Bonhair Tr Memphis Collegians Thrillers tich & Cherie W & J Mandell (Three to fill) Brockton Semester ~e (Two to fill) Paramount 5 
sAN FRANCISCO OMAHA, NEB. | Tiny Town Rev Fulton & Mack Fowler & Tamara Madison 2d half (31-3) ta“, MEADVILLE, PA. | Barto & Clark 

Pantages (4) World (4) OAKLAND, CAL. SEATTLE, WASH Bernice & Claire 2d half (31-3) Jay Velie Ist half (4-6) ME. oes. Se *!| Chas Marshall 
Fields & Cook Orpheum (4) Orpheum (4) Bros & M & 5 half (21-3) Jones & Hull 
Morris & Flyn xon & Duplan M'Cormick & W Pashman‘s Mins oe Saner Co Charlotte Worth (Three to fill) Purdy & Fain Ellen Harvey Frank Viola 
John Bowers Chas Gill Honey Boys Collegiates — BUFFALO, N. ¥. | (Three to fill) Sampsel & Lenhart half (4-6) 
ac “hog erbert Warren Grace Johnson 6 ©’ Reillys (Two to fil 

ian Dore Maughan HOW AR D SL OA Tx Best Rev (Others, to filn) MIDDL’T’WN, N.Y. & 
Bud Snyder Co Dolroes Lopez Ae eC ee BONDS FOR INVESTMENT | Harry Kahne Erie (28) 2a half (31-3) 2d half (7-10) 
Irving & J Orpheum (4) A.B. Leach & Co., Inc.. 57 William St.. N_Y. Hayes & Cody Lee Gail Ens Melino & Klaxton 
Jubal Early ac ilson Co Eddie Borden Co (4) Frank X Silk Rodriga Lila Others to fll 
: mond Bond Joe Fanton Olive Olsen Tex McLe ~ } Beehee & Kuyatte | Ding Dong Dell Three fi CHMOND yA. 
Witeon & Keppell Mayme Gehrue Hudson Wonders Eugene O'Brien Clifford & Marion Emory Manley Co Sully & Themen x M A Clark. MONTREAL. CAN. 
page Upham Whitney Co Del. Ortos (Two to fill) M Boyle & Della (Two to fill), Imperial (28) 2a half (31-3) 
Mabel Taliafer ‘ e sounger Foys (Two to fill) ny Gaston & Andree (4) May Usher Marcus Rev No 2 
SAN DIEGO, CAL. | M’Devitt Kelly & Q (One to fill) WINNIPEG, CAN, | Fisher } + fo. se Don Bestor Orch Hewitt & Hall oy Daley Ist half (4-6) 

Pantages (4) Herbert Bolt 3 SAN FRANCISCO Orpheum (4) Willar@ Mack Ist half (4-6) CANTON, O. Spence & True Rome & Gaut Vox & Walters 
Cody 5 Foley Kids Golden Gate (4) Herbert Clifton Shadowgraph Carl McCullough Palace Blue Slickers Steppin & Scea Ziminy 
Gladys Atree Doran & Soper Bob Anderson Pony ! (Others to fill) Shaw & Lee Junglelana 2a half (21-3) Olyn Landick Harrison & Dakin (Three to fill) 
Marjah DeSylvia Nite Club Ballet Caprice Sid Marion Co Dave Vine (Two to fill) Dil Gould 2d half (7-10) 

Geo D’Ormonde Bernice Claire Co | Glad Moffatt FAIRMN’T, W.VA. | M’RISTOWN, N, J. | Lester Lane Co 
Fairmont Lyon's Park (Others to fill) 


. Wallace & Mae 


B’RM’GHAM, ALA, 


Jarvis & Harrison 


Mennis 
Joe Mendi 


Wm Cromwell 


Frankie Heath 
Wm Halligan Co 


Ryan Sis 
Harland Dixon 
Torino 

Alberta Lee Co 


Associ 


ation 


Proctor 


CHICAGO, ILL. 
American 
2a half (31-3) 
Rainbow 4 
Melody Co & DeB 
Dale & Elaine 
(Two to fill) 
Belmont 
2a half (31-3) 
Nawahi 
(Others to fill) 
glewood 
2a half (31-3) 
Teddy Bear 
Padgett & Monti 
(Two to fill) 
Majestic 
2a half (31-8) 
Van De Velde Tr 
(Others to fill) 
Savane TA. 


Capitol 
2a half (31-3) 
Lockett Page.Co 
Hoffman & Lamb’t 
Hungarian Tr 
Sully & Mack 
(One to filly 
DES MOINES, IA. 
Capitol 


pito 
2a half (31-3) 
Fid Gordon 
J & W Hale 
Joe Phillips Co 
Nite at Club 
(One to fill) 


Mann & Strong 
Michon Bros 
MINNEAPOLIS 
ith St. (28) 
Britt Wood 
Parisian 4 
Worth & Thompson 
Joe Freed Co 
Worthy & Fr’dman 


*(Two to fill) 
ROCKFORD, ILL. 
Palace 


2a half (31-3) 
Friedell Gold Co 
Joe Mendi 
Yong Wong Tr 
Cooper & Clifton 
(One to fill) 

ST. LOUIS, MO. 

Grand (28) 
Oscar & King 
Samaroff & Sonia 
Brown & Lavelle 
Curley Burns Co 
(Two to fill) 

ST. PAUL 


Palace 
2d half (31-3) 
Danny Small Co 
Adams & Rash 
Alberta Lee Co 
(Two to fill) 
SIOUX CITY, IA. 
rpheum 
2d half (31-3) 
Younger Foys 
Cardiff & Wales 


THIS WEEK 
BROSIUS and BARTON 
Loew Circuit Until September 
RAY and KAY MORRIS 


Loew’s 


American Theatre 


THREE KITCHENS 
Bey Ridge and Lincoln 


Direction 


CHAS, J. FITZPATRICK 


160 West 46th Street, New York 


cm 


NEW YORK CITY 
86th Street 

Ist half (4-6) 
E Sheriff Co 
Halstead & Daniels 
Monologist 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (7-10) 
Stepping Along 
Ada Brown Co 
Robert Chisholm 
Claude & Marion 
(One -to fill) 

5th Ave, 

Ist half (4-6) 
Jerome & Ryan 
Henry Santrey Bad 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (7-10) 
Lady Barbara’s Co 
Lomax & Johnson 
Harry Holman Co 
Davis & Nelson 
(One to fill) 

125th St. 

Ist half (4-6) 
Boudini & Bernard 
Billy Arlington Co 
Bob Hall 
Clarence D’wney Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (7-10) 
Don Cummings 
Russell & Armstr’g 
(Three to fill) 
W’STCH’T’R, N. 

New Rochelle 

Ist vhalf (4-6) 
Romas Tr 
Don Cummings 
Claude & Marion 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (7-10) 
Henry Santrey Bd 
Clarence D’wn’y Co 
(Three to fill) 

Mt. Vernon 

Ist half (4-6) 
Johnny Herman 
Lee Tracey Co 
Stepping Along 
(Two to fill) 


2a half (7-10) 
Boudini & Bernard 
Ruth Warren Co 
(Three to fill) 


Yonkers 
Ist half (4-6) 
Russell & Armstr’g 
Shean & Cantor 
Geo Hunter 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (7-10) 
Radiant 3 
Goode & Leighton 
(Three to fill) 
NEWARK, N., J. 
Palace (4) 
Frakson 
Layton & May 
Will & G Ahearn 
La Torecella Co 
(One to fill) 


ALBANY, N. Y¥. 
Grand 


lst half (4-6) 
Stickney’s Circus 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (7-10) 
Paramount 5 
(Others to fill) 
Harm’s Bleeker 
(To fill) 


TROY, N. 
Proctor’s 
Ist half (4-6) 
Mystic Mirror 
Silks & Satins 
(Three to fill) 
2a half (7-10) 
Purdy & Fain 
Fantasie Parisienne 
(Three to fill) 


SC’N’CT’DY, N. Y. 
Proctoér’s 
Ist half (4-6) 
Fantasie Parisienne 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (7-10) 
Stickney’s Circus 
Silks and Satins 
(Three to fill) 


KANS. CITY, MO. 
Main St. (28) 
Mexican Orch 
Paquita & Chiquita 
(Others to fill) 
MADISON, WIS. 
e Orpheum 
2a half (31-3) 
3 Melvins 
Cook & Oatman 
(Three to fill) 
MILWAUKEE 
Majestic (28) 
Ibach’s Ent 
Morgan & Sheldon 
Marie Russell 


Thrillers 
Mack & Stanton 
(One to fill) 
SO. BEND, IND. 
Palace 
2d half (31-3) 
Gaston Paimer 
Eddie-Carr Co 
(Three to fill) 
SPRINGF’LD, IND. 
Orpheum 
2d half (31-3) 
Jerome & Gray 
Atterbury & Gillum 
Countess Sonia 
(Two to fill) 


Interstate 


BEAUMONT, TEX. 
4 


(4) 
(Same bill plays 
Lake Charles, 5; 
Shreveport, 6; 
Alexandria, 7; 
Baton Rouge, 8) 
Artie Mehlinger 
Ervel & Del 
Toto 
Richards & Church 
Eugene Costello Co 


Majestic (4 
Welder Sis se 
Loos Bros 
Keno & Green 
Little Mitzi 
Chas Timblin Co 

DALLAS, TEX. 

Majestic (4) 
Sub Deb Dancers 
FortuneHo & Cir 
Renie Riano Co 
Fenton & Field 
Willie Mauss Co 
FT. WORTH, TEX. 

Majestic (4) 
Conlin & Hamilton 
Billy Moody 
Billy Purl Co 
Little Jack Little 
George Wong Co 
HOUSTON, TEX. 

Mertini (4) 
Chevalier Bros 
Joe & J McKenna 


Record Boys 
Lady Margaret Co 


L'TLE R’K, ARK. 
Majestic 
Ist half (4-6) 
Franklyn Tr 
Reed & Lavere 
Gus Fowler 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (7-10) 
Claude Decarr Co 
Skelly & Heit Rev 
Strains & Strings 
(Two to fill) 
N. ORLEANS, LA. 
Orpheum (4) 
L Stoutenbourgh 
Alexander & Peggy 
tddie Dale Co 
Babe Egan Redh'ds 
Bussey & Case 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
Orpheum (4) 
Lasalle & Mack 
Ed & May Ernie 
Lasses White Co 
Walter McNally 
Harry J Conley Co 
8S. ANTONIO, TEX. 
Majestic 
Ist half (4-6) 
(Same bill plays 
Waco 2d half) 
Fondell 3 
2 Southern Girls 
3 Sailors 
Ushers 
Carl Freed Orch 
TULSA, OKLA, 
Orpheum (4) 
Gossips of 1928 


Orpheum 


Palace 
Barre Hill 
Davis Orch 


CHICAGO, ILL. 
(4 


(Three to fill) 
Riviera (4) 


nox 


(Two to fill) 
State-Lake (4) 


Yesterthoughts 
Naro Lockford Co 
Tilyou & Rogers 
Weaver Bros 
LOS ANGELES 
Hill Street (4) 
Derickson & Brown 
Sargent & Lewis 
Jed Dooley Co 
4 Camerons 
Noree 
(One to fill) 
Orpheum (4) 
Anger & Fair 
Murdock & Mayo 
Dave Appollon Co 
Schichti’s Mar'ettes 


Keith-Western 


DETROIT, MICH. 
Hollywood 
2d half (24-27) 
Gorman & Bessners 
Roy Sedley 
Belle Montrose Co 
(Two to fill) 
FT. WAYNE, IND. 
Palace 
2d half (31-3) 
Jay C Fiippen 
Nite at Paradoxy 
(Three to fill) 
HAMMOND, IND. 
Parthenoa 
2d half (31-3) 
Lottie Atherton 


Thomas Saxotette 
(Three to fill) 


MUNCIE, IND. 

Wysor Grand 

2@ half (31-3) 
Howard & Lynn 
Billy Gerrold 3 
(Three to fill) 


WINDSOR, ONT. 
Capitol 

2d half (31-3) 
Fulton & Parker 
N & C Selby 
Charlie Wilson 
Marg Padula 
Behee & Rubyiatt 


Keith’s 


NEW YORK CITY 
Broadway (28) 
Banto Bros 
Halstead & Daniels 
Abbott & Bisland 
Brown Derby D’nce 
Spence & True 
Wilton & Weber 
Johnny Harman 
(4) 


Breen La Bard & B 

Ken Murray 

Joe Young 

(Others to fill) 
Chester 

2a half (31-3) 
Jordon & Graco 
Jerome & Ryan 
Nolan & Leary Co 
Sid Marion Co 
Lowe & S’rzg’nt R’v 

Ist half (4-6) 
Watson & Cohen 
Wilson & Dcbson 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (7-10) 
Harris & Van 
(Others to fill) 

Coliseum 

2d half (31-3) 
Jack Norworth 
Joe Browning 
(Three to fill) 

Ist half (4-6) 
Stan Kavanaugh 
Harris & Van 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (7-10) 
Marie Vero 
Francis & Wally 
(Three to fill) 

St. 

2d half (31-3) 
Mayo & Lynn 
Al K Hall 
& Dunn 
Wilfred DuBois 
(One to fill) 

Ist half (4-6) 
Robert Chisholm 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (8-19) 
Trixie Friganza 
(Others to fill) 

Fordham 

2a hat? (31-3) 
Peggy McKetchnie 
Ray & Harrison 


Powers & Wallace 
Healy & Cross 
(One to fill) 

ist half (4-6) 
Owen McGivney 
Mel Klee 
2 Ghezzis 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (7-16) 
Mae Usher 
Shean & Cantor 
(Three to fill) 

Franklin 

2d hai: (31-3) 
Breen-LaBard & B 
Frolic 4 
Rhyme & Reason 
George Hunter 
Wm Ebbs Co 

Ist half (4-6) 
Marie Vero 
(Others to fill) 

2a balf (7-10) 
Senna & Dean 
Kay Hamlin & K 
Geo Hunter 
(Two to fill) 

Hamilton 

2d half (31-3) 
Velma Kane 
Leona Horsky 
W & G Ahearn 
Frick & Pope Co 
(One to fill) 

Ist half (4-6) 
P’ggy MacKetchnie 
Ross Wyse Co 
Frolic 4 
(Two ‘to fill) 

2d half (7-10) 
Francis & Wally 
Johnny Herman 
(Three to fill) 
Hippodrome (28) 
Mr & Mrs Fetching 
Espe & Dutton 
Wayburn’s Ruds 
Cole & Snyder 
(Two to fill) 


(4) 
Al Abbott 
3 Swifte 
Weston & Tyons 
(Three to fill) 
Jefferson 
2a half (31-3) 
Williams & Sweet 
Frank Dobson 


Aussie & Czeck 
(Two to fill) 


gent 

2a half (31-3) 
Burke & Durkin 
Al Noda Girls 
Weston & Lyons 
Schaeffer & B’rnice 
Frank Conville 
Joy & Roy 

Ist half (4-6) &% 
Leona Horsky Co 
Rarron & Bennett 
Harrison & Dakin 
Raffin's Monkeys 
Mildred Andes 

2d half (7-10) 
P’egy MacKetchnie 
Sid Marion Co 
Lido Boys 
(Two to fill) 

Riverside (28) 
Wheeler & Wh’ler 
Kody & Wilson 
Carlton Emmy Co 
Bob fal) 
Bert Lytell Co 
Pat Henning Co 
Miss Patricola 
Nite in London 
(One to fill) 


4) 
Harrington Sis 
Sylvia Clark 
Allen & Canfield 
W & J Mandell 
(Others to fill) 


Royal 

2a half (31-3) 
Mazolla 3 
Stilwell & Frazer 
Wm Bence 
Harris & Van 
Tom Linton Follies 

Ist half (4-6) 
Eckert Kelly Co. 
Yvonne & Victor 
Fred Heider 
Gates & Clare 
(One to fill) 

2d half (7-10) 
Colleana 
Lido Boys 
Edmund D’Orsay 
(Two to fill) 
CONEY ISLAND 

Tilyou 

2a half (31-3) 
Ross Wyse Co 
Galla-Rini Sis 
Vox & Walters 
Dance Mania 
(One to fill) 

Ist half (4-6) 
English Music Hall 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (7-10) 
Mel Kiee 
Jerome & Ryan 
(Three to fill) 
New Brighton (28) 
Greenway & Carrol 
Calif Collegians 
Harry Carroll Rev 
Aerial De Groffs 
Ken Murray 
In the Gym 
(Two to fill) 

4 


Briants 

Wilton & Weber 

Sol Gould Co 

Healy & Cross 

Artistic Treat 

Gracella & Theo 

Clifford & Grey 

Ewing Eaton 

FAR ROCKAWAY 
Strand 

2d half (31-3) 
Watson & Cohan 
Trixie Friganza 
Kay-Hamlin & K 
(Two fo fill) 

Ist half (4-6) 
Ethel Davis - 
Jungleland 
Ross Wyse Co 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (7-10) 
Joe Browning 
Frank Dobson Co 
(Three to fill) 

BROOKLYN 

Albee (28) 
Gamby Dancers 
Hemstreet Singers 
Tom Mix & Tony 
Carl McCullough 
McLellen & Sarah 
H’'ppy Harrison Cir 

) 


(4 
Al K Hall ' 
McKay & Ardine 
John Steele 
Geo McLennon 
(Two to fill) 
Bushwick 

2d half (21-3) 
Canfield Ritchie Co 
Fred Helder Co 
Loma Worth 
Argentine 2 
(One to fill) 

Ist half (4-6) 
Art Ashley Co 
Espe & Dutton 
Rosa Rosalie 
(Two to 

2d half (7-10) 
Frances Nordstrum 
Gates & Clare 
Scott Saunders 
(Two to fill) 

Flatbush 

2a half (31-3) 
C & L Condou 
Cook & Rosevere 
Frank Keenan Co 
Ethe! Davis 
Claude & Marion 
Del Verande Co 

Ist half (4-6) 
Harrison & Dakin 
Foley & LaTour 
Embassy 
(Two to fill) 

24 half (7-10) 
Brems Fitz & M B 


Frank Dobson Co 
2d half (7-10) 
English Music Hall 
Foley & LaTour 
Fields & Fink 
Embassy Boys 

(One to fill) 


Orpheum 

2a half (31-3) 
Ruff & Rumble 
Owen & McGivney 
Hughes & Burke 
Masters & Grace 
Kinkid Kilties 

Ist half 4-6) 
Scott Saunders 
Bernard 3 
Frances Nordstrum 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (7-10) 
Dale & Wendt 
Espe & Dutton 
Eckert Kelly Co 
(Two to fill) 


Prospect 

2a half (31-3) 
Ferguson & Du Va} 
Knox & Inman 
At the Ritz 
Al Abbott 
Alabama 56 

Ist half (4-6) 
Fields & Fink 
Kay Hamlin & K 
Ada Brown Co 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (7-10) 
Mildred Andree 
Mack & Rossiter 
Raffin's Monkeys 
Owen McGivney 
(One to fill) 


AKRON, 0O. 
Palace 
2d half (31-3) 
Foster-Fagen & C 
Side Show 
Basil Lewis 
Henry Regal 
Sh’mr’cks & Tulips 
Kane & Ellis 
Ist half (4-6) 
Cuckoo 
Adeie Verne 
(Three to fill) 
2a half (7-10) 
East & Dumke 
Wayman’s Debs 
Jones & Rea 
Peaches Browning 
(One to fill) 
ALLENTOWN, PA. 
Colonial 
2a half (31-3) 
Talent & Merit 
Joe Marks Co 
Ned Wayburn’s R’v 
(Two to fill) 
ist half (4-6) 
Marcus Rev 
(Others to fill) 
ATLANTIC CITY 
Ear'e 
2a half (31-3) 
Land of Clowns 
Nick Hufford 
4 Van Rippers 
Emory Sis 
Louis & Cherie 
Ist half (4-6) 
Diehl Sis & McD 
(Others to fill) 


BALTIMORE, MD. 
Hippodrome (28) 
Marty Dupree 
(Others to fill) 
New Carden (28) 
Harry Holmes 
Singer & Leightner 
George Sidney 
Diehl Sis & McD 
Jack Hanley 
Kitty DeMace Co 
(4) 
Pat Henning Co 
Gwynne Co 
Freda & Palace 
Ernest Hiatt 
Ruby 3 
Marguerite & Gill 
Block & Sully 


B’V’R F'’LLS, PA. 


Regent 
2d half (31-3) 
Edwin George 


Powell & Rhineh'rt 
(Three to fill) 
BINGH’MT’N, N.Y. 

Binghamton 

2a half (31-3) 
Chas Withers Co 
(Others to fill) 

Ist half (4-6) 
Debee & Hudson 
Polly & Wally 
Shuffles & Taps 
Layton & May Co 
Chas Hill €Co 

2a half (7-10) 
Peter the Great 
(Others to fill) 
BOSTON, MASS. 
Bowdoin Sq. (28) 
The Manellos 
Gibbs 2 
Lomarx & Johnson 
(Three to fill) 
Gordon’s Olympia 
(Scollay Sq.) (28) 
Co-Ede 
Bob Conn 
Clifford & Grey 
(Two to fill) 
Gordon’s Olympia 
(Wash. St.) (28) 
4 Valentinos 
Bernard & Suzanne 
Musical Chapins 
Libby & Sparrows 
(Two to fill) 

New Boston (28) 
Senna & Webber 
O’Conner & Va'ghn 
George Beatty 
Mazie Lunette 
Golden 


Chas Withers Cc 


Haynes & Beck 
(Two to fill) 

Ist half (4-6) 
LeMaire & Van. 
Ding Dong Dell 
Du Callion 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (7-10) 
Kane & Ellis 
(Others to fill) 
W. VA. 

Kearse 

2a@ half (31-3) 
Lamb’s Manikins 
Roscoe Ails Co 
(Three to fill) 


CINCINNATI, O. 

Albee (28) 
Adele Verne 
Baird & Hewitt 
Bekeri Dancers 
Lemaire & Van 
(Two to fill) 

(4 


Arnaut Bros 
Ersi & Ayre 
Jerry's Co 
Johnny Hyman 


Bloomberg's Dogs 

Paul Yocan 

Raines & Avey 

Billy Champ 

Judson Cole 

East & Dumke 
(4 


Thos J Ryan 
Freeman & S'ym’r 
Joe Mendes 
Echoes of Spain 
Margaret Padula 
(One to fill) 
CLEVELAND, O. 
105th St. 

2d half (31-3) 
Joe Mendes 3 
We 3 
Du Callion 
Deno & Rochelle 
(Two to fill) 

Ist half (4-6) 
Paul Yocan 
Mary C Coward 
Fink’s Mules 
Mixed Pickles 
(One to fill) 

2a half (7-10) 
Hickey Bros 
Grace Elder 
Eliz Brice Ba 
Baird & Hewitt 
(One to fill) 

Palace (28) 
Arthur Bryon 
O’Hanlon & Zam 
Della Boyle 
Art Henry 
Ersi & Ayre 
Mr Wu 

(4) 
Night at Movies 
Burns & Allen 
Jay C Flippen 
(Two to fill) 
COLUMBUS, O. 
Keith’s 

2d half (31-3) 
Hilton & Alma 
Cuckoo 
Gibson & Pierce 
Hickey Bros 
(One to fill) 

Ist half (4-6) 
Kane & Ellis 
Sh'mr’cks & Tulips 
Foster Fagan & C 
Grace Elder 
Side Show 
Henry Regal 

2d half (7-10) 
Du Ros 3 
Pilcer & Douglas 
Ding Dong Dell 
LeMaire & Van 
(One to fill) 

DAYTON, O. 


Keith’s 
2d half (31-3) 
Honey Tr 


Jerry & B Grands 
Butler & Parker 
Mary Cook Coward 
Coram 

Ist half (4-6) 
Pressler & Klaiss 
Norma & Violin 
Bekefi 
Reed & Duthers 
(One to fill) 

2d half (7-10) 
Van & Vernon 
Hal Neiman 
Bloomberg's 
Billy House 
(One to fill) 
DETROIT, MICH, 

Uptown 

2a half (31-3) 
Freeman & S'ym'ur 
Hickey Brog 
Butler & Santos Rv 
Duboise & HKRabette 
(One to fill) 

Ist half (4-6) 
Hickey Bros 
Pilcer & Douglas 
Honey Tr 
Baird & Hewitt 
(One to fill) 

2d half (7-10) 
Faber & Wales 
Ruiz & Bonita 
Seebacks 
Paul the Great 
(One to fill) 

EASTON, PA, 


State 

2d half (31-3) 
Tin Types 
Farrel] Taylor Co 
Keller & Mack 
Zimmy 
Chapelle & Carlton 

Ist half (4-6) 
Levan & Rolles 
Bob Murphy 
Chita Pals 
(Two to fith) 


Logs 


2a half (31-3) 
Brooks & Nace 
(Others to fill) 

Ist half (4-6) 
Eliz Brice Bad 
Frank Farron 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (7-10) 
Roscoe Ails Co 
(Others to fill) 
F’LL MASS, 


Empire 
2d half (31-3) 
Serge Flash 
Franklin Bros @ 
Cr’'dd’k & Shadney 
Walsh & Clark 
(One to fill) 
GL'NS F'LS, N. WY. 
Ito 


Ria 

2d half (31-3) 
Barr 2 
(Others to fill) 

lst half (4-6) 
Combe & Nevins 
Mystic Mirror 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (7-10) 
Mona Mura Co 
(Others to fill) 
GRAND RAPIDS 

Ramona Park 

2a half (31-3) 
Kuma Co 
Cort Beddoe 
Foster Seamon 
Pallette Dancers 
Suite 16 
(One to fill) 

Ist half (4-6) 
Duboise & Babette 
Lowell Orew 
B & J Brown 
Dick Henderson 
Butler & Santos Rv 

2d half (7-10) 
Coram 
Art Henry 
Falls Reading & B 
(Two to fill) 
HARRISB’RG, PA. 

Majestic 

2a half (31-30) 
Antrim & Vale 
Franklyn Farnum 
(Three to fill) 

Ist half (4-6) 
Talent & Merit 
Joe Marks Co 
N Wayburn’s Prom 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (7-10) 
Levan & Boles 
Chapelle & Carlton 
(Three to fill) 
HARTFORD, CT. 

Capitol 

2d half (31-3) 
Kramer & Pauline 
R Hurling & Seals 
Chas Mack Co 
Buddy Doyle 
Wm Sabot Co 
HOLYOKE, MASS. 

Shattuck’s 

Za half (31-3) 
Jack Walsh Co 
(Others to fill) 
H’/TINGT’N, W.VA. 

Orpheum 

Ist half (4-6) 
Roscoe Ails Co 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (7-10) 
Oliver & Crangle 
Frank Farron 
(Three to fill) 

ITHACA, N. Y. 

Strand 

Ist half (4-6) 
Broadus Erie 
Polly & Wally 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (7-10) 
Hadji Ali 
(Others to fill) 

JERSEY CITY 

State 

2d half (31-3) 
Silks & Satins 
Fred Leightner Co 
Mickey Feeley 
(Two to fill) 

ist half (4-6) 
Fred Stritt 
Ruth Warren Co 
(Three to fill) 
Margaret Irving 
(Others to fill) 
JOHNSTOWN, PA. 

Majestic 

2d half (31-3) 
Otis Mitchell 

Farron 
Robinson Co 
Rollo 
P & A Blum 
LANCASTER, 

Colonial 

2d half (31-3) 
Bob Murphy 
Van Ripperz 
Wyeth & Wynne 
Raffin’s Monkeys 
(One to fill) 

LIMA, O. 
Keith’s 

za half (31-3) 
Sh'mr'cks & Tulips 
(Others to fill) 

lst half (4-6) 
Edwin George 
Oxford 4 
Lermaine & 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (7-10) 
Banjoland 
Cecil Alexander 
Falla Reading & B 
(Two to fill) 
LOUISVILLE, RY. 

Keith’s 

2d half (31-3) 
Rector-Chandon 
Thos Ryan 
Eliz Bric Co 
(Two to fill) 

Ist half (4-6) 
Ha] Neiman 


PA. 


Farrar 


Ist half 
Victor Graff 
Ecker & Keily Co 
Lady Alice’s Pets 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (7-10) 
Up in Clouds 
Parrell & Robinson 
(Three to fill) 
N’SHV’LE, TENN. 

Princess (28) 
Van & Vernon 
4 Flashes 
Lenz de Wynn 
Sol Gould , 
(Two to fill) 

(4) 


Jack Redmend 
Trahan & Wallace 
Lentini 
(Others to fill) 
NEWB’RGH, Y. 
Academy 

2a half (31-3) 
Howard Girls 
Lido Boys 
Harry Jackson Co 
Chamberlin & Earl] 
3 Swifts 

Ist half (4-6) 
Ruth Warren Co 
Millard & Marlin 
Nelson & Knight 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (7-10) 
Dalton & Craig 
Harry Holmes 
(Three to fill) 
NEW HAVEN, CT. 

Palace 


2a half (31-3) 


(4-6) 


Elsie & Herman 
Dixie Hamilton 


SALEM, MASS. 
Federal 
2d half (31-3) 
Canary Opera 
Wilson & Dabson 
Jean Hill Co 
Martin Howard Co 
‘One to fill) 
SARATOGA SP’'GS 
Congress 
24 half (31-3) 
Gladys Joyce 
(Others to fill) 
SPRINGFIELD, 
Palace 
2a half (31-3) 
Marcus Rev No 2 
SYRACUSE, N. Y. 
Keith’s 
2d half (31-3) 
Faber & Wells 
Chilton & Thomas 
Peaches Browning 
Aileen & Marjorie 
Maddocks Tricks 
Ist half (4-6) 
Wheeler & Sands 
Frank Silk 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (7-10) 
Fred Heider Co 
38 Vagrants 
4 Ortons 
I M Chadwick Co 
Geo A Moore 
TOLEDO, O. 
Keith’s 
2d half 
Presslier & Kiaiss 
Lentini 
Waimans Debs 
Du Bois 2 
Reed & Duthers 


(31-3) - 


$2 


all kinds, felts, silk 


attention to mail 
unti 5 P. M. 
Bryant 1443. 


FOR LADIES ONLY 


remodel 
This includes straws ef 


Our workmanship on remedeling is the same 
as that on our hats that are made to fit the 
head selling as high as $25. 
felts and straws; colors guaranteed. 
orders. 
LA TRIX, 29 West 47th St. 


your oid hat 


and satin materials. 


We also recye 
Special 
Open Saturdays 


Geg Moore 
3 agrants 
4) 


Florence Enright 

Walter Hiers 

Joe Fejor Co 

OTTAWA, CAN. 
Keith's 

24 half (381-3) 
Purdy & Fain 
Mona Mura Boys 
(Three to fill) 

Ist half (4-6) 
Barto & Clark 
Shuffies & Taps 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (7-10) 
Frank Viola Co 
(Others to filly 
PATERSON, N. J. 


Regent 
2a half (31-3) 
Scott Saunders 
Kay’s Kutups 
Pudlocks of 1928 
(Two to fill) 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (31) 
Dooley & Sales 
Maddocks Tricks 
Frank Sabini 
Cihta Pals 
T & A Waldman 
3 Belmonts 
(4) 
Griffith & Young 
Barr 2 
Cahill & Wells 
Land of Wells 
George Sidney 
M Henry's Eleph 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 
Davis (28) 
Chabot & Tortoni 
3 Nelsons 
I M Chadwick 
Wolff & Jerome 


Diving Girls 
Norton & Haley 
Frankel & Dunievy 
Peter the Great 
(Two to filly 
Harris (28) 
Frances Hart Co 
Lowell Drew Co 
Homer Lind 
Martha Lawrence 
Bee Jon 5 
(4) 
Glad Monatt 
Starr & Rollo 
Harris & Pepper 
Pat Haley 
tessie Rempel 
PLAINF’LD, N. J. 
Oxford 
2a half (31-3) 
E & I Tindal 
Griffith & Young 
Fashion 


(Two to fill) 
PL’TSBURG, N. Y. 
Strand 
2d half (31-3) 


Paramount 5 
Emily Darrell. 


Jones & Huly q 
Ist half 
Lawton 


(Others to fill) 

2a half (7-19) 
Marty & Nancy 
(Others to All) 
POUGHKEEPSIE 


Avon 
24 half (21-2) 
Versatile Steppers 


(Continued on page 63) 


Ist half (4-6) 
Cronin & Hart 


Art Henry 
Coram 
Falis Reading & B 
(One to fill) 
2d half (7-10) 


Butler & Santos Co 
Dick Henderson 
B & J Brown 
Lowell Drew 
(One to fill) 
TORONTO, CAN. 
Hippodrome (28) 
Arnaut 3 
Sully & Thomas 
Nick Lucas 
4 Ortons 
Crawford & Brod'k 
(One to fill) 

(4) 
Gerald Griffin 
Lee Gail Ens 
Fred Ardath 
4 Girton Girls 
Rome & Gaut 
(One to fill) 


UNION CITY. N.Y. 
Capitol 


2d haif (31-3) 


to fill) 

Jet half (4-6) 
Margaret Irving Co 
(Others to fill) 

zd half (7-10) 
J&asBsB Page 
(Others to fill) 

UTICA, N. Y. 


Gaiety 
2d half (31-3) 
Storey & Lee 
Dance Flashes 
Pauline Saxon Co 
Geo Moore 
(One to fill) 
WALTHAM, MASS, 
Walford 
2a half (31-3) 
Martell Bros 
(Others to fill) 
WARKEN, 
Keithe’ 
(31-3) 
Harry Carey Co 
Geraldine Imperio 
(Three to fill) 
WATERBURY, CT. 


Palace 
2d half (31-3) 
Resettas 


Clark Sis 

Boy Friends 

Miller & Mack 

White W'y Gaieties 
WHITE FELAINS 

Keith's 

2a half (31-3) 

Sandy Shaw 

Ann Garrison 

The Monologist 

(folonial 


GOne to fill) 
Ist half (4-6) 
Trixie Friganza Co 


Radiant 3 
Harry Holman Co 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (7-10) 
Carl MeCollough 
Mickey Feeley 
I H Harp Co 
(Two to fill) 
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Ritzy 


The Menjous 
Now that the Menjous and Hills 
are married, New York society and 


the Hollywood studios can only 
wonder, “What next?” Adolphe 
Menjou, whose father was a res- 


taurateur, has become internation- 
ally popular as a screen star. At 
the height of his success he was 
divorced by Katherine Tinsley. 
Then he became enamored of Kath- 
ryn Hill, who changed her name to 
Carver, and became a movie actress 
in his support. . She had divorced 
Ira Hill, the new York photograplrer. 
Hill, 30 years her senior, first em- 
ployed her as a model, after she 
had posed for Howard Chandler 
Christy, Penrhyn Stanlaws and 
other artists. 

Now Adolphe Menjou has mar- 
ried Miss Carver, and Ira Hill has 
married Doris Godwin. Doris is a 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Cortlandt 
Godwin, and socially registered. Her 
great-uncle was President Zachary 
Taylor. 


Only recently Charles H. Sabin 
was dancing with the widow of 
Maurice and they were reported 
about to marry. Now Sabin has 
teamed with Barbara Bennett and 
has been appearing at the Club Lido. 
The debut of the new pair was at 
a private party given by Mr. and 
Mrs. William Kandolph Hearst. 
Charles is not the Charles H. Sabin, 
Ir. son of the president of the 
Guaranty Trust Co. 


Fame and After 


Mrs. Vivian Bath has been in New 
York, but when lunching at the 
Algonquin, passes unrecognized. A 
few years ago people would have 
stopped and stared. For she was 
a favorite in ‘The Follies” as Mary 
Hay. Then she married and di- 
“vorced Richard Barthelmess, and 
married an Englishman with whom 
she journeyed to the Orient. With 
her are her two children, respec- 
tively Barthelmess and Bath. 

Meanwhile, Richard has_ been 
honeymooning in Honolulu with his 
bride, Jessica Haynes, who divorced 
Stewart Sargeant, New York stock- 
broker. Last summer it was an- 
nounced Barthelmess would marry 
Katherine Young Wilson, who has 
acted on the stage and in pictures. 
Last fall this engagement was de- 
clared “off.” 


Married Jazz Leader 

When the late Frederick Cauchois, 
“coffee king,” died, his millions were 
divided amoung four daughters. 
One of these, Leonie, got into the 
Social Register as the wife of Frank 
McCoy, 3d. Following her divorce 
from McCoy, she married Herbert 
Prior Vallee, leader of the jazz or- 
chestra at the Heigh-Ho Club in 
East 53d street. The bride has a 
small daughter, Gloria McCoy. The 
bridegroom hails from Vermont and 
graduated from Yale in 1924. 

One of Mrs. Vallee's sisters is the 
wife of Richard Malthaner, another 
has separated from Max Munson, 
and still another is living apart 
from S. Wyman Steele. 


Claire Luce’s Marriage 

Again tee Social Register pops up 
in connection with Broadway alli- 
ances! Clifford Warren Smith is 
in that exclusive publication, as is 
also his mother, now Mrs. Newcomb 
Carlton. Smith, who maintains a 
luxurious apartment at The Duane, 
on Madison avenue, was divorced 
by Ardath Crane. Now he is to 
marry Claire Luce, who until a few 
months ago also lived at The Duane. 

After having been in “The Fol- 
lies” and other Broadway shows, 
Cldire, the adopted daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs..W. Powers, of Rochester, 
went abroad last winter, her blonde 
loveliness attracting attention even 
in blase Paris. She is an exper- 
ienced aviatrix. Mr. Smith has been 
attentive for some time past. 


Miss Marbury as Producer 
The quaint old Washington Irving 
and 17th 
street has now become a city mem- 
Orial to the famous author, whose 
“Rip Van Winkle” is known to in- 
numerable readers. During many 
years this residence was occupied 
by Elisabeth Marbyry and Elsie de 
Wolfe, who later established the 
phenomenally successful Sutton 
place colony, overlooking the East 
River, their friends and neighbors 
including Mrs. W. K. Vanderbilt and 
Miss Anne Morgan. 

When these ladies lived in Irving 
Place their salon was frequented by 
theatrical notables. 

Miss Marbury, play-broker, is now 
returning to her venture of some 
years ago, when she produced musi- 


cal comedies of the intimate type. 
Miss de Wolfe was on the stage 
for many years, but later gained 
renown as an interior decorator. 
When well over 60, she married Sir 
Charles Mendl, of the British dip- 
lomatie service. 


$745,000 Settlement 

The lawsuit brought in the Su- 
preme Court by two attorneys, 
claiming $35,560. from the estate of 
the late Daniel G. Reid for profes- 
sional and personal services in- 
cluded the assertion that the finan- 
cier in question was in his latter 
years a victim of drugs. 

Reid, who died in 1925, leaving 
many millions, with the late 
William B. Leeds, “Tin Plate King,” 
founded the American Can Co. A 
daughter by the first wife is Mrs. 
Henry J. Topping, who lives lux- 
uriously on Fifth avenue. The sec- 
ond wife was Clarisse Agnew, a 
chorus girl, and the third wife, who 
divorced him, was Mabel Carrere, 
also a chorus girl. The third wife 
received a settlement of $745,000. % 


Lionel Atwill Social 

Although Lionel Atwill filed suit 
for divorce from Elsie Mackay in 
December, 1925, the ‘case did not 
come up until May, 1928. Miss 
Mackay, whose father was a 
wealthy rancher in Australia, was 
leading woman in productions in 
which Atwill starred under the Be- 
lasco management. She deserted 
him and eloped with Max Montesole, 
an actor, who at the same time de- 
serted a wife and children in New 
York. Montesole had had two pre- 
vious wives. 

Atwill married Miss Mackay in 
1920, after being divorced by Phyllis 
Relph, English actress, mother of 
his son, 

Lionel first acted in England in 
1905, 10 years later coming to 
America with Mrs. Langtry’s com- 
pany. Miss Mackay, after acting in 
London, came to America in 1914 
with Cyril Maude’s company. 

Of late Atwill has been going 
about quite a bit in New York so- 
ciety, often seen with Mrs. Douglas 
MacArthur, daughter of the enor- 
mously rich Mrs. Edward T. Stotes- 
bury, of Philadelphia. Mrs. Mac- 
Arthur, whose father was the late 
Oliver Cromwell, of New York, is 
the sister of James H. R. Cromwell, 
who - married Delphine Dodge, 
daughter of the multimillionairess 
now married to Hugh Dillman, for- 
mer actor, divorced by Marjorie 
Rambeau, 


Florence Walton’s Shop 

New York dailies recently pub- 
lished that Florence Walton, long 
an international favorite as a 
dancer, had opened a millinery es- 
tablishment in Paris. The Ritzy 
column of Feb. 29 contained the first 
word of this matter. Today Miss 
Walton could easily pass for 30, 
and yet as far back as 1908, 20 
years ago, when she was by no 
means a child, she was well known 
in the chorus. 

In that year she appeared in two 
of Ziegfeld’s productions on Broad- 
way, “The Soul Kiss,” in which 
Adelaide Genee was starred, and 
“The Follies.” In the first named a 
fellow-chorister was William Rear- 
don, and in the latter a solo dancer 
was Mile. Dazie, who had also been 
known as La Domino Rouge, has for 
many years been Mrs. Cornelius 
Fellowes. 


A 


Lillian Gish as a Super 

Charlotte Walker and Lou Telle- 
gen, after having toured the south 
in “The Green Hat,” more recently 
headed the second company in “The 
Constant Wife.” A generation ago 
Miss Walker was a popular leading 
lady on Broadway and appeared in 
several of the Belasco productions, 
One of her successes under the Be- 
lasco management was “The War- 
rens of Virginia,” in which a child- 
actress, Mary Pickford, also made 
a hit. 

Years later Belasco featured Mary 
Pickford in “A Good Little Devil” 
and employed Lillian Gish as a 
super! 

Tellegen, after having been a 
model for the French sculptor Rodin, 
also became a sculptor. As leading 
man for Sarah Bernhardt, he ac- 
companied the famous tragedienne 
to America. Later he starred in his 
own dramatization of Oscar Wilde's 
novel, “The Picture of Dorian 
Gray.” That was in London, and 
the audiences were said to be as 
well worth studying as the play. 
Then Tellegen was married to and 
divorced by Geraidine Farrar, at 
that time immensely popular as an 
opera star. 


Hailing from Melrose, Mass., Miss 


Calif. Club Women’s 
Interest in Pictures 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

Around 1,000 club women repre- 
senting 108 orgAnizations in the Los 
Angeles district of the General Fed- 
eration of Women’s Clubs will hold 
their annual convention June 2 at 
the Ambassador hotel. These women 
represent more than 75,000 club- 
women in Southern California. 

The conference is for the-purpose 
of looking to the development and 
recognition of the art of motion 
pictures. Those in charge of the 
meeting, according to Pyllis Hem- 
mington, Director of Public Rela- 
tions for West Coast Theatres cir- 
cuit, say it is to acquaint club- 
women of America with what the 
clubwomen of California are doing 
for motion pictures. They want the 
clubwomen of the country to know 
exactly the sort of practical cooper- 
ation which the organized groups 
around the picture capital have de- 
veloped in the past few years. 

Fanchon and Marco will stage a 
tableaux in which stars and featured 
players from. the film companies 
will participate. 


Gray Matter 


By MOLLIE GRAY 
Tommy Gray’s Sister 


Roxy Emotional 

The Roxy stage show opens on 
an emotional note “In a monastery 
garden,” with the singers behind a 
scrim in an appropriate setting. En- 
semble formed graceful poses before 
it, after trailing white robes down 
those winding stairways at e.ther 
side of the stage. Uncle Sam and 
one of his daughters posed near by 
with a large wreath. 

The Roxeyettes, im white satin 
clown costumes and red_ gloves, 
ironed out a few new wrinkles. It is 
probably as movie propaganda that 
“Variete” was presented. Vaudeville 
isn’t quite as dull as that. A dancer 
wore white tulle in tiers and the 
girls appeared in black, trimmed 
with ostrich plumes that were yel- 
low one time and orange the next. 
A sparkling star standing out on 
one side of silver caps cheered up 
the costumes. . 


News Secrets Safe 


“The News Parade” is a soft as- 
signment for Sally Phipps. People 
who get all their news in concen- 
trated form at the movies are na- 
turally interested in the inside stuff 
but newsreel secrets are safe still; 
this was all in fun, 

It starts off well, anyway, and 
some pictures don’t even do that. 
Sally wore a dark silk frock at 
home, a nifty knitted outfit at Lake 
Placid, a lovely silk beach ensemble 
at Palm Beach, though it never got 
wet, and a knitted and silk frock 
to Savannah, where she was res- 
cued in a flowered crepe, very short. 


Farrar, now  white-haired, has 
sought to stage several comebacks. 
3ut, despite enthusiastic applause 
from a devoted coterie, her career 
seemed ended with her withdrawal 
from the Metropolitan. Years ago 
she starred in several pictures and 
made a great hit as Carmen, re- 
cently refilmed with Dolores Del Rio 
as the star. 


De Blaas’ Portraits 

The recent exhibition of portraits 
painted by Guilio de Blaas, an 
Italian who has spent much time 
in New York during the last few 
years, attracted attention. Studies 
from “Porgy” were included. Pa- 
tronesses of the display included 
the following, who have sat for de 
Blaas: Mrs. Cornelius Vanderbilt 
Whitney, Mrs. Earl EF. T. Smith 
(Consuelo Vanderbilt), Mme. Lu- 
cretia Bori, opera singer, and Mme. 
Ernest de Weerth, whose son 
Ernest has for several years been 
assistant, here and abroad, to Max 
Reinhardt. 


De Weerth, independently wealthy, 
formerly shared a studio with 
Romeyn Benjamin, brother of Mrs. 
Dorothy Caruso. Romeyn has be- 
come an actor. De Blaas, when he 
first arrived in New York, included 
in his initial exhibition a portrait 
of Marie Dressler. The painter had 
met the actress in Italy, where she 
has spent considerable time. Marie 
tells a diverting tale on herself, 
saying in Rome she was pointed out 
to the tourists as “one of the ruins!” 


San Francisco, Los Angeles and 


News From the Dailies — 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 


for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


London. Variety takes no credit 


NEW YORK 


Herman Leon’ Sarshi, former 
husband of Mabel Withee, got into 
his last scrape for the present when 
he was sentenced to from six 
months to three years by general 
sessions on a charge of selling a 
forged option for $5,000. He asked 
to be sent to the workhouse after 
pleading guilty. 


Ernest Oliver Lambert of “Rain 
or Shine” was up on alimony 
charges. He told the court he had 
been broke before he got his pres- 
ent job and is living on $35 a week 
while he pays off old debts at the 
rate of $165 a week. He draws $200. 
He declared his former wife is roll- 
ing around in a limousine while he 
is hard up. Receiver appointed to 
go into wife’s claim of $6,960 ac- 
cumulated at $40 a week. 


Mrs. Edna Breslaw, slain in 
Milan, Italy, by her husband, was 
identified in New York as Edna 
Eurhans, who used to sing in mov- 
ing picture houses. 


Jeff Blunt, colored proprietor of 
the Lenox Club in the black belt, 
was lured from his place in a taxi- 
cab by a white woman. When the 
car reached a remote point near the 
river on Washington Heights he was 
shot four times by a man who ap- 
proached the cab from an apart- 
ment house entrance, summoned by 
the mysterious white woman, 


Arthur Hammerstein deferred the 
showing of the picture, “The End of 
St. Petersburg,” Soviet production, 
when the New York censors for- 
bade its exhibition until it had been 
approved by the State Department. 
Hammerstein filed a protest with 
the State Department and at first 
proposed to open the Hammerstein 
with it in spite of the censor ban. 
Later he postponed the show, 


Theatre Guild announced closing 
of its subscription lists June 1, first 
time organization has closed its 
books before start of the season. 
Lists are full and a waiting list will 
be formed for the following season. 
Guild is said to Nave 23,000 sub- 
scribers. 


Metropolitan Opera Co. directors 
refused to comment upon the re- 
port that a new site for the opera 
house had been selected at Madison 
avenue and 49th street, occupied 
until 1897 by Columbia University 
which still owns the ground. 


Ziegfeld signed contracts calling 
for production of a musical version 
of “East Is West,” Sam Shipman’s 
and John B. Hymer’s comedy. 


San Katz adopted a six-year-old 
boy, the ward of the Free Syna- 
gogue child adoption committee, 
headed by Dr. Stephen S. Wise. 
Katz, widower, had no children of 
his own. 


Decree awarded to Lionel Atwill 
from Elsie Gertrude Mackay who 
did not defend. Actor named Max 


Montesole, his protege, as core- 
spondent. He said he believed 
Montesole and his wife were now 


in Europe. 


Keith's announces Jeanne Eagels 
will open in Chicago June 10 for a 
tour, following with Cleveland and 
Milwaukee, Newspapers added 
comment that Equity has no juris- 
diction over vaudeville. 


Leslie Howard, stricken while on 
the Cunard Line pier in New York, 
about to board ship for London, 
was taken to the Park West hospi- 
tal for an operation for appendi- 
citis. Reported doing well. 

W. C. Fields is defending the 
suit for $150,000 brought by Charles 
Waldron, agent, under an alleged 
contract calling for 10 per cent. 
commissions for five years. Nathan 
Purkan, for Fields, sets up that 
the New York law limits agent’s 
commission to 5 per cent. of first 
five weeks’ employment. 


LOS ANGELES 


_ Faith Garde, picture extra girl, 
is in the General Hospital tn a 
dying condition as the result of 
attending a party at the home of 
John G. Darragh, wealthy oil oper- 
ator. The girl plunged from a stair 
railing and fractured her skull dur- 
ing the course of the party at which, 
it is said, a lot of drinking was go- 
ing on. 

While no arrests were made, Dar- 
ragh was instructed to report to 
the sheriff's office for further ques- 
tioning, while police are investi- 
gating the affair more fully, 


Hans William Jorgenson insti- 
tuted a new suit for divorce from 


Eva Mudge Jorgenson, former ac- 
tress, after a settlement in the case 
was reported to have been made, 

A former suit, in which “Death 
Valley Scotty,” notorious desert 
millionaire, was named, was dis- 
missed two weeks ago as it wag 
about to go totrial. Present action 
charges desertion. No defense ig 
expected to be made. 


The $50,000 estate left by the late 
Lydia Dickson, stage and screen 
actress, is involving a great deal of 
controversy. Two contests over the 
will have already been filed by rela- 
tives who contend the deceased wag 
unduly influenced when she drew 
her will leaving $500 and a resid- 
uary bequest to Isobel Priest, a 
friend. 


Evelyn Mueller, singer and 
dancer, came here all the way from 
Lewiston, Idaho, she claims, at the 
request of Jack Tyre, wealthy local 
business man, who promised to 
marry her. Tyre, the girl says, did 
not keep his word, so she has filed 
a $100,000 breach of promise suit 
against him. Tyre, through his at- 
torney, David A. Hill, claims that 
he found Miss Mueller was _ too 
mercenary and just used him for 
a good time Charlie. He admitg 
sending for the girl and her 
parents, but says he decided not to 
go any further after she arrived 
here. The matter will be argued in 
court. 


Charging that Mae Murray gave 


out statements reflecting on his . 


ability as a motion picture director, 
Arthur Gregor has filed suit against 
the actress in superior court, Los 
Angeles, asking $110,006 damages. 

The complaint, filed Gregor’s 
attorney, David A. Hilt, stipulates 
$100,000 for the alleged slander, 
$5,000 for his service. to Miss Mur- 
ray and the remaining $5,000 for loss 
of time occasioned by Miss Mur- 
ray’s alleged failure to keep him 
employed. 

While Gregor’s complaint specifi- 
cally includes the siander action, it 
is understood that this may b6é 
dropped and an amended complaint 
substituted asking judgmert for 
only $10,000, for his services and 
loss of time. 


Pola Negri is suing for $135,000 
damages against the California 
Counties Development Corporation 
for allezed breach of contract. The 
action is an aftermath of Miss 
Negri’s plan to engage in the apart- 
ment-house business in Beverly 
Hills. The complaint charges that 
the realty concern was to have 
constructed an apartment house for 
the actress, but that they broke the 
contract and abandoned the project. 
The matter will be heari in su- 
perior court. 


Irving Thalberg, producing chtef 
for Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, back 
from Europe, says he has Jacques 
Fevyder, French director, and Erich 
Schoenfelder, German director, and 
Mitzi Marena, a Viennese actress 
of the Garbo type, under contract. 
All of the trio are expected in Cul- 
ver City by Oct. 1. 

With the arrival of the Thalbergs 
plans are being made for the mar- 
riage of his sister, Sylvia, scenarist, 
to Larry Weingarten, M-G-M 
production supervisor, June 2. 


Alice Hill, film extra girl, tried to 
commit suicide in a Hollywood 
apartment by drinking poison. She 
was rushed to the Hollywood Hos- 
pital by Frank Rowe, said to be her 
boy friend. After administering 
first-aid, the girl was allowed to go 
home. According to police the girl 
swallowed poison because another 
girl called Ktowe on the phone. 


Silby M. Karns, who claims to be 
a picture director, was arrested on 
a warrant from Colorado charging 
him with non-payment of alimony. 
He is to be extradited to Colorado 
for trial. 


Bobby West, 36, formerly in Uni- 
versal studio slating department, at- 
tempted suicide by taking poison 
and is in a local hospital. Condition 
reported not serious. After taking 
the dose West talked on a phone to 
a girl until his father saw him col- 
lapse. 


Mrs. Mollie Zuckerman, formerly 
known on the screen as Mollie Mac- 
Gowan, filed suit for divorce from 
Maurice Zuckerman, produce mer- 
chant, known as the “potato king. 
Mrs. Zuckerman’s complaint sets 
forth that her three and a half years 
of married life culminated in a beat- 
ing from her husband. She pictured 
him as a grouchy, irritable person 
who drank to excess. She asks for 
$300 a week alimony and $10,000 at- 
torney’s fees. Zuckerman filed 2 
counter affidavit denying most of 
the charges. . 
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That Trans-Continental Jaunt 


By Pyles Mob of Dollar Chasers 


Into Madison Square Garden Sat- 
urday night trooped the most con- 
glomerate bunch of cross-continent 
runners and walkers ever. It was 
the conclusion of the $4 days’ con- 
test from Los Angeles to New York, 
conducted by the professional 
sports promoter C. C. Pyle, nick- 
named “Cash and Carry” by Bill 
McGeehan of the Trib. The dailies 
had dubbed it the Bunion Derby. 

Whites and blacks, young men, 
old boys, a couple of kids—in all 
of make-ups. Several had 
whiskers, a couple sported old-fash- 
foned underdrawers. For hours they 
trotted and walked around and 
around the concrete floor of the 
arena for the last 20 miles that Pyle 
ordered for the “crowd.” Only a 
few of the pack were in the money, 
but they doggedly kept on for the 
benefit of finishing—undgr orders. 

Trainers and friends handed the 
foot racers blocks of ice cream, pop 
and other stuff as they circled the 
track. It looked something like the 
old-fashioned go as you _ please 
races. The infield held a horde of 
“officials,” trainers, checkers and a 
line-up of a score of motor con- 
veyarces. There were several buses. 
In one four eggs pounded away on 
typewriters, press matter for the in- 
terested. But the winners had long 
before been determined. 


Too Many Outside. 


That was one reason why at- 
tendafice was so bad. Seemed like 
more people were in the streets 
watching photographers flashlight 
the men as they arrived th: n inside. 
4t resembled a balloon ascensicn— 
everybody was outside. Less than 
3,000 paid to get in and most of 
them seemed to come from Passaic, 
N. J., from which town hails Johnny 
Salvo, a Finn who copped second 
place. He was many hours ahead 
of the next runner, but as many 
hours behind the winner, Andrew 
Payne, of Oklahoma, whose father 
was a cowboy buddy of Will Rogers. 
Passaic made Salvo a cop in recog- 
nition of his feat. Glenn Condon, 
of the Skelly organization, flew from 
Oklahoma, reaching New York 
Saturday afternoon. He-carried of- 
ficial greetings to Payne. 

Admission to the Garden was $2.20 
top, but before the box office stop- 
ped answering queries of a flock of 
deputy sheriffs who had claims 
against Pyle’s enterprise, admission 
was $1.10 and take any seat. No- 
body paid any attention to the 
mummified man or other exhibits of 
a puny side show that were ‘the 
come-ons during the trip east. They 
didn’t pay much attention either to 
Red Grange, the college football 
star whom Pyle promoted into a 


professional. Red had some of his 
bulky football pals in the outfit, 
togged out in puttees, khaki and 


flannels of the wide open spaces. 


Panned 
When the bunionites entered New 
York State several metropolitan 
papers assigned reporters to the 
event and there has been not a 
little kidding from such sources. 


One called Pyle’s event the flop of 
the century. Pyle said he didn’t 
care what the papers said, so long 
as it was on the front page. Ad- 
mittedly a financial flop, he expects 
to recoup through future events by 
his runners. One such affair al- 
ready scheduled is a 24-hour foot 
race to be held in the Garden, to be 
competed by teams of two men as in 
present-day six-day cycle races. A 


six-day go-as-you-piease also 


possibility. 

In addition there is money to 
come from testimonials by the men 
of various articles, including 
malted milk and rubber, not reund, 
heels. Next year Pyle plans a 
Similar cross-continent root race. 
Entrants are expected to be spon- 
sored by the cities they represent, 
by which method contributions by 
chambers of commerce would be 
insured. Seme chambers reneged 
on this one and the trail of the 
men was piloted around those com- 
munities. All entrants are tied up 
under a two years’ contract to Pyle, 
the agreement covering any activity 
that might be related to the race 
or the attendant publicity. 


$100,000 in the Box 


It was stataed by those connected 
with the contest that Pyle expected 
to go $100,000 in the box, and it is 
admitted he is $75,000 behind. 
Whether that includes the $48,000 
in prize money was not certain. 
Payne, the winner, is to get $25,000; 
John Salo, $10,000; Phil Granville 
Ontario, $5,000; Mike Joyce, Cleve- 
land, $2,500; Guisto Umek, Italy; 


William Kerr, Minneapolis; Louis 
Perella, Albany; Ed Gardner, 
Seattle; Frank Van Flue, Cali- 
fornia, and John Cronick, Saska- 


toon, won $1,000 each. Prize mony 
went to the first 10 finishers only. 

Pyle said he had played fair wit): 
the runners. In consideration of a 
$25 entry fee he supplied them wit’. 
food daily for nearly three mor. ‘si: 
A chuck wagon was operated at =< 
cost of $450 weekly until the jir:- 
cession reached Kansas Cit. 
Thereafter each man was  viven 
$1.50 every evening as he check 
in, 
each control about 20 miles from 
the daily starting place. Trainers 
had to find their own grub. 


150 at Finish 


Including trainers and _ others, 
there were 600 in the procession 
when it left Los Angeles, and when 
they piled into the Garden about 
150 remained. That meant about 
50 contestants, with the others 
trainers and Pyle’s aides. There 
was a 15-hour daily limit with dis- 
tances varying from 20 miles up- 
ward. Those failing to check in 
Within the time limit were dis- 
qualified. 

Peter Gavyvuzzi and Charley Hart 
of England and Arthur Newton of 
South Africa, who led at various 
times up to the Mississippi, were 
forced out through physical causes. 

Harry Gun, a youth, walked the 
entire 3,500 miles. While never in 
the money, he broke all long-dis- 
tance walking races, exhibiting a 
corking stride. The boy’s father is 
said to have aided Pyle to the ex- 
tent of $24,000. 

Curiosities included George Reh- 
yan, known as the “singing Dutch- 
man,” and ‘Wildfire’ Thompson, 
one of the bearded ones, who broke 
into a lope every now and then and 
took the crowd's kidding good- 
naturedly. 

The men looked to be in excellent 
condition, with bodies bronzed by 
the wind and sun. Considering the 
long journey 
mountains, storms and what-not, 
it seemed unusual that as many 
actually finished. 

The question is, what are they 
going to do for an encore? On 
Pyle’s say-so, they are not sup- 
posed to worry about that. 


Fore! 


Friars’ Tournament 

he Friars have inaugurated semi- 
weekly tournaments for the sum- 
mer and last week held their sec- 
ond of the series at the Old Country 
Cluv, Fatbush, L. I. Charlie Free- 
man, Interstate Circuit booker, 
finished in front with an 80, good 
enough to give him both the low 
eross and low net prizes. 
_ Lou Clayton, given a handicap of 
®, finished second, 87-5, 82, and 
Harry Masters turned in a _ net 


Seore of 94-11, 83, to come in third. 
McCarthy vs. Moore 

J. J. MeCarthy shamed Walter 

Moore, the lithographer, out of the 

first prize at Wykagy: last week 


during the Holy Name. Society's 
tournament. Asked what his handi- 
fap was, McCarthy refused to an- 
swer, with Moore going to the front 
and putting his partner down at 30 
and himself 29. 

After trailing up and down hil! 


i 


iman for the 


for 18 holes, and Wykagy)] is touch, | 
his partner what | 


McCarthy asked 
he shot, drawing a reply of “101 
less 29 makes 72, par.” “Yeah?” 
said McCarthy, “either you fibbed 
about your score or your handicap, 
so tear up the card and come on 
home.” 

Walter doesn't like to 
balls, anyway. 


count lest 


Moore’s Usual Low Gross 

Low gross in the “Film Daily” 
tournament at the Rockville Coun- 
try club last week, as usual, to Tom 
Moore with an 8&2, better than it 
looks on that deceiving layout. 
Moore took low gross at Sound 
View last spring with better than 
Joe Fliesler nosed out Al Licht- 
booby prize, a gilded 
shovel to simplify the problems of 


any divot hound. 
There were 136 contestants. Jack 
tottfreund took low net with M. 


A lunch wagon was spotted at! 


through deserts and | 


[MORGAN RETAINS TITLE Films in Columbia? 


Junior Lightweight Champ 
Baiters “Cannonball” — 
Zorillo Also Wins 


By JACK PULASKI 
| Among last week’s almost nightly 
‘array of boxing talent there were 
three titles at stake, lightweirht. 
bantam and junior 
;Sam.ny Mandell beat Jimmy Mc- 
| Larin, retaining his crown in the 
first named division, Bushy Graham 
| copped the second Izzy 


Schwartz and Tod Morgan held on 
to his junior championship against 
Eddie “Cannonball” Martin. The 
latter event, slimly attended, was 
held Thursday night at the Garden, 
the others being outdoor events. 
Fans couldn't afford to see all, 
and that about explains the poor at- 
tendance for the outdoor cards as 
well. 

Martin was the favorite at eight 
to five, a surprise. The reason evi- 
dently was based on the last pre- 
vious performance here of Morgan, 
who was taking it from Joe Glick, 
when, in the 14th round, Tod 
dropped and claimed a foul, which 
was allowed. That probably saved 
the title. However, the odds should 
have been reversed because Martin 
never figured as a clever boxer nor 
a knocker-out, even when he was 
the bantam champ. Having gained 
weipht, he has moved up two di- 
visions among the 130 pounders and 
‘has done well against average boys. 
Up against class he was far from 
ronaking the grade. 

Morgan Proves His Right 

Morgan is no wonder as a socker, 
, but proved vastly superior as a 
boxer over Martin. The latter won 
several sessions by agressiveness, 
but «cs wild and stolidly bored in 
flat footea. fy, wpeed, foot-work, 
accuracy and tin ing ‘an proved 
his right to the > lis repeatedly 
landed with the to Eddie's pan. 
Towards the Martin's left eye 
was cut and he 2s battered around 
the mouth. If Martin continues to 
take uppercuts in _ie pumber that 
Morgan landed, he: go into seclu- 
sion again. He was best with a left 
hook, but it didn’t land nearly as 
often as Morgan’s. 

In the semi-final, eight rounds, 
Santiago Zorillo won from Domi- 
nick Petronne. -‘Zorillo is from the 


lightweight. 


Coast. His speed and style of fling- 
ing punches gave him the point 
score. Petronne tried to hold the 


pace too, and put up quite an argu- 
; ment, 

Another eight-round affair brought 
Harry Ebbets, of Freeport, and 
Laddie Lee, of Baltimore, together 
again. Both are hard hitters who 
‘battled to a draw on a previous 
| meeting. This time Ebbets won by 


{a knock-out in the second round. 


| 


| 


| Lee was nailed with a right to the | 
chin, arose and Ebbets clipped him | rect productions; dancing numbers 


!'with a left—and it was curtains. 
| Lee was out on his feet and could 
not raise hisarms. The fans razzed 
Kid McPartland, who was referee- 
ing, for not stepping in between the 
boys before Ebbets got in the final 
wallop. 


' 


| 


AGAINST EDDIE MARTIN atone 


film Rialto that the Columbia, New 


York, the home of burlesque since 
its opening, is to become a picture 
house if present negotiations be- 
ltween Walter Reade and Para- 
mount interests are closed, 

Par exceutives gave the Colum- 
bia an inspection last week. 

Meanwhile the heuse an- 
nounced to play Mutual 


shows Next scecason, 


Arrangements are completed for 


summer stock at the Columbia 
opening June 1S. 

Michael Jovee has the house 
management, with Billy Koud to 


the musical numbers, 
Gus Flaig will stage the dialogue. 
Principals 
(Tramp) McNally, Billy Fields, Jean 
Stecle, Walter Smith, Harry Fous- 
sett, Lew Petell and Jean Baskell. 
Isabelle Van and her runway en- 
sembie will be retained. 


Appell’s Death Halts 
Tab Circuit Project 


The death of Nathan Appell, one 
of the sponsors of the proposed 
popular-priced musical tab circuit, 
has given the proposed movement 
such a setback it is doubtful if any 
further attempt to launch it will be 
made this summer. 

Several times a New York date 
was set, the meeting to have been 
held in the Hotel Astor, but each 
time the serious illness of Mr. Ap- 
pell caused a postponement. 

The Appeli houses in Pennsyl- 
vania were expected: to form the 
nucleus of the new musical circuit. 


Burlesque Club Cfficers 


Nominating committee of the Bur- 
lesque Club has made out its list 
of officers, and again Emmett R. 
Callahan appears at the head for 
president. This means his reelec- 
tion for the fourth term in suc- 
cession, 

Rube Bernsi..n has been nomi- 
nated first vice-president and Bobb; 
Clark second vice-president, with 
George Dresselhouse treasurer and 
Henry Kurtzman secretary. Five 
have been named to serve two years 
on the board of governors: William 
S. Campbell, William Hexter, W. 8S. 
Clark, Irving Becker and*C. H. 
Allen. Following have another year 
to serve on the board: George Sut- 
ton, Fred Sears, Mark Nelson, Wash 
Martin and Frank Hunter. 

Election will be held June 7. 


New Coast Stock Co. 
San Francisco, May 29. 

Nat Holt, running musical stock 
at the Wigwam, is replacing his 
present company with a new cast 
starting June 2. 

Jack Miller, film comedian, will 
head, with Bessie Hill, prima donna, 
Jack Brady, Reece Gardner and 
Minerva Eureka. 

Bobby Fitzmons wil] stage and di- 


stage 


by Nell Harding. 


Diggs Joins Circus 


Arthur Digyes, manager of the 
| Gayety, Mutual house in Toronto, 
has joined the Selis-Floto circus. 


Jerome Beatty copped the prize for | 


| publicity men. 
All fight winners and runners up 


| 


i; were pooled and prizes awarded by | 


lot, an innovation this year. None 
{of the scores except Moore’s was 


;announced on the charitable theory | 


nobody's 
bit 


Jub 


that same of them were 
business. The excursion was a 
boom for the Motion Picture ¢ 
i which took on a new group of mem- 
| bers at a tilted scale of $150. 


| Bill Brandt was in the putting 

'eontest when his foursome caihed 
him to tee off. “We've got a ball 
in the rack to mark our place,” the 
partner told Bill. 

;} “O Kay,” countered Bill, “but in 


this mob, watch the bali.’ 


Jimmy Strock’s Roof Nets 


Up on the roof of 260 W. 41st 
street, Brooks Annex building, are 
eight sets of clubs in lockers be- | 


longing to as many legit managers 
Jimmy Stroc k, for the BPreoks Cos- 
'tume Company, installed two 
tice nets atop the building a 
hoys have formed the habit of 


ping over to try out their swin 
The elubs carry the following - 
A. J.. M. G. and A. A. 


Spiese runner up. Jack Nolan was; Long are the wails and aiso €x- 
runner up for low gross. Harry {ciamations of “if I were ently co: 
Brandt was best for the exhibitor, course with that one” and 

trophy, Iee runner un.}this.”—Bang: 


He is working in conjunction with | 


the contracting department and 
handling the first brigade, 
Week of May 28 
Bare Fart Academy, Pittsburgh 
nes t Montreal 
Dixon's Bog Res Columbia, Cleveland 
r Bat N 
Week of Jine 4 
DPimpied Durlings—G Montreu 
Dixon's Rig Revue—Columbi: 
Thru--Columbia (leveland, 
Irving Theatres Corp.; H. Fried- 
man et al.: $106, 
Jos. S. Klein; United Capitol Nat. 
Bank & Trust Co.3 $2,335. 


Victoria and Sidney R. Lash; 
Commercial Credit Cory.: $745. 

Exhibitors Review Pub. Corp. and 
Geo. C. Williams; Butler Paper Co., 
Ine.; $2:230. 

Hermine Shone; Kathleen Morris; 


" Louis N. Jaffe Art Theatre Corp., | 


et al.; Mfrs. Trust Co.: $11,680. 
Francis X. Bushman; Josephine 
hman: $53,192. 
Divorces 
Daved ODowda. song and dance 


« 


Dowd 


dismissed when court learned the 


“watch | wife ha@ obtained a divorce decree 


in Chicago previously, 


burlesque been 


include Charles! 


in Cincinnati and suit was | 


MC 


Hughey Schubert and his les 
tra, permanent musical un at the 
Columbia, New York, severed cone 
nections there Sunday nicht 

Startins Mav 28, Matt Douglas 
and orchestra will be featured, with 
Douglas to act as master of 
}monies, a new departure the 
house, Doust: is and bend have 
con playing Keith time. 

Douglas’ band will remain at the 
Colur i for the summer steck pole 


\ June IS 
With the departure of Daun Dedy 
as director, Van, featured, 


is putting on the runway numbers. 


Isabelle 


Gayety Mer. and Girl 
Fined $100 Each in K.C, 


Kansas City, May 29, 
After considering the evidence 
since May 5, Judge Carlin Smith 


imposed fines of $100 each against 
Carrie Finnell, leading woman ef 
the “Red-Headed Blondes” come 
pany, and Sam Rieder, manager of 
the Gayety theatre, on charges of 
staging and permitting an immoral 
performance. Two other defendants 
Benny and Bea Moore, members of 
the same company, were discharged, 

Miss Finnel is in the east, the de- 
cision being announced to the de- 
fendant’s attorney who gave notice 
he would appeal. 

Judge Smith witnessed the per- 
formance of the company but did 
not express any opinion, except 
through today's decision. 


L. A.’s Colored Tab 


Los Angeles, Miy 29. 

Quintard Miller and Marcus Slate 
er, (colored) heading their own tab 
show, are now playing at the Line 
coln in the heart of the local colored 
belt, 

Company was brought to the 
Coast from Chicago by Sam Kramer, 
manager of the Lincoln. Members 
vf the troupe include Lottie Gee, 
Edith Spencer and Broomfield and 
Greeley. Troupe is in for an ine 
definite run doing two performances 


nightly and weekly changes of 
shows. Midnight shows on Sature 
day. 


Lincoln is a new house built by 
Adolph Ramish and operated under 
direction of West Coast Theatres. 


TAB STOCK 
Tab stock burlesque will sup- 
plant vaudeville at the ‘Tivoli, 


Brooklyn, next week on a three-a- 
day grind with pictures. 

The tab includes Frank ©’ Rourke, 
Jyes La Rue, Tim Fuller, Jack Hal- 
liday, Al Watson, Mary Lane, Rose 
and Brownie. 


BOWERY’S STOCK 


3en Bernard has taken over the 
Lowery, New for 
summer season of stock burlesque, 
to follow in the Yiddish drama sea- 
son next week, 

Bernard is rounding up lis come 
|pany, and will recruit) pring ipals 
lavailable through closing of the 
whee] season, 


“RANG TANG” FOR SUMMER 


| Edward E. Daly and Ceorge A. 
| Florida have a bid in for sole proe 
|} ducing rights to the former Miller 
‘and Lyles show, “Rang Jung” as 
la road proposition. 

If the show goes out it will have 
|Joe Byrd and Billy Higgins, as its 


principals. A Chicago summer run 
jis contemplated with a chorus of 28 
girls and eight men. 


Zottarelli Resigns 
After 12 years as treasurer of the 
Columbia theatre, New York. Aibert 
R. Zottarelli handed in his resignas- 
tion to Walter Reade this week. 
Zottarelli steps out Sature 
day and will rest over the summer, 


this 


Colored Show's Indie Dates 


Drake and Walker's cole ad show, 
plaving Keith time, as ar bill 
| in some New tands, 
shifted to independent tres vs jast 
week, 
Show playing Mut > Fine 
| pire, J idence, tor ‘ 


ied for divorce from Paulette | 


Burlesque Club's Jamboree 


| Annual Jamboree of the Burlesque 
pol ib will be held at the Columbia, 
j New York, June 3. 
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On the Square 


Larceny in the Heart 

On the always interesting editorial page of the New York morning 
“World” appeared the following: 

Impromptu Shoplifting 

It is small wonder that the judges in Special Sessions were puzzled 
by the conduct of five women who came before them the other day 
for trial. These women live at Phillipsburg, N. J., and they set out 
in a car one morning not long ago to do some shopping. They drove — 
to Newark, and while they were in Bamberger's store they saw a 
woman stealing articles off a counter and hiding them under her 
coat. They came to the conclusion at once that shoplifting is about 
the easiest trick in the world, and set out for New York to try their 
hand at it. Their first effort was at Macy’s, and they had hardly 
got their hand in before they were collared by a store detective. 
At the conclusion uf their trial they departed to spend five days at 
the workhouse. 

Now what puzzled the judges and what will puzzle most of us is 
the psychology of the thing. These women had never so far as is 
known done anything of the sort in their lives. They are the wives 
of responsible citizens, they have families, they run homes. And yet 
all of them as soon as they saw the woman in Newark became 
obsessed with the idea that they must steal too. Does it prove 
anything? Does it prove that all of us, hidden away in some recess 
of our being, may have an anti-social quirk that is likely to come to 
the top in some unexpected way and cause us the same torture that 
these women have suffered? 

The “World's” editorial writer is downtown, removed from ‘limes 
Square. 

A thorough Times Squareite lives by the rule there is nothing nor 
no one on the level. It’s almost literal. But not perpetual. A person 
may prove himself, but until that time, the belief exists. 

It is based upon another saying that everyone more or less has 
larceny in the heart. It may be petty, grand or ultra-grand, but the 
Squareites claim it is there. Opportune opportunity brings it out, they 
say. It's what led the Jersey ladies to go wrong, it’s what makes it so 
easy for the sellers of con counterfeit money, the gold brick game and 
even the game of bridge. 

Card sharpers working the railway trains or steamships understand 
it. They deal out an apparently unbeatable no trump hand. Their 
victims lose through an unsuspected play by the sharpers. But there 
was larceny in the hearts of the victims. Believing they held an un- 
beatable hand, they anxiously wanted to betshigh stakes. The ethics 
of the sportsman is not to wager on a certainty. 

Of course the petty larceners prevail. And if the larceny of the heart 
could be eradicated from the heart or the mind, the grifters, grafters, 
card sharpers and con men would find their now fertile field quite barren. 


Chorus Girls’ Appetites 

Chorus girls may have changed in many respects in the last decade 
er so but their appetites remain the same. 

At the midnight revue held at the Charity Carnival at Madison Square 
Garden, the girls in the “Follow the Drum” number from “Rosalie” were 
on last. At the completion of their turn they made a concerted rush 
for the various booths dispensing food. The girls were informed they 
would have to purchase checks, and as a group immediately registered 
dejection and hunger pangs. Someone informed Flo Ziegfeld, who was 
just leaving the Garden, with Sam Kingston. Sam went back and set 
things right with the committee and _ told the kids to pack in. They did, 
and how. 

As they were leaving the Garden td make the return trip to the 
Amsterdam, many of the glorified had , their hands, mouths and West 
Point cadet hats full of food. 


Savings Banks and Showmanship 

Broadway showmanship is injecting itself into savings banks not only 
along the street but also in some of the smaller institutions off Fifth 
avenue. This week bank advertising reached its peak when a couple 
came out in Times Square with 24.sheets illustrating their savings plan. 

Another phase of showmanship which the banks are beginning to copy 
is the use of moving (band) electrical signs. How pennies also develop 
into fortunes has for the last year been told in illuminated shutter boxes. 

To carry on their campaigns and get into the Broadway swim many 
of these banks are on the lookout for advertising men with the showman 
angle and an aptitude for figures. Getting a man with both qualifica- 
tions is proving to be a tough job for the banks, it- being a well known 
fact that the average film or theatrical press agent's knowledge of 
calculus is limited to counting the number of ducats in his weekly en- 
velope. 


The Simps on Broadway 

It’s a simple matter to gather a crowd these days in the Square. A 
man applying gold leaf to a four letter trade name draws a crowd of 
about fifty in front of a store near Loew's State. A hat cleaner in a 
window near Gray's drug store invariably attracts about 15 passersby. 

A rapid shoe repair shop on 7th avenue, displaying mended dancing 
shows with taps, has of late been getting some notice. The average 
layman is totally unaware of the fact that dancing shows have taps and 
jingles attached to the toes and heels. 


; Dog Trained as Booze Stealer 

At a road house near Rochester, N. Y., a bull dog on the premises has 
been trained to steal booze. When patrons enter with liquor on them, 
if they place the bottle under the table, it’s gone—the dog has it. The 
mutt isn't particular on the kind of quality of booze, taking anything 
that’s in a loose bottle and delivering the container to the proprietor 
in the rear. When a customer kicks they let them argue it out with the 
dog. 

Golf Ball Concessions 

A queer concession grant came to light this week. Up in Van Cort- 
landt Park there ts a lake which is on a golf course and therefore the 
depositary for lost balls. A man has paid $30 a month for the privilege 
of combing the lake for lost balls. He re-dips them if the paint is gone 
and sells them at a figure below the dealers and nicks a profit thereby. 
Of course he has to salvage a lot of balls to get back the original thirty. 


Sunday “Times” as Giveaway 

The New York Sunday “Times,” selling at 10 a copy in the Times 
Square district, is being distributed free of charge to patrons.of the Par- 
amount theatre attending the midnight show Saturday night. A colored 
circular, announcing future attractions at the theatre, is attached to each 
copy of the paper. 

Standard Morning After Remedy 

Several of the bar and brass-rail eating places around the Square 
have sauerkraut juice on sale by the bottle. They say its good for that 
post-whoopee feeling. Most of the wise mob still prefer stewed tomatoes. 

Big Whoopee Means Big 

“It's a big whoopee” is new Mazda Lane slanguage for an extraordi- 

marily gala occasion. 


What appears to be a forecast of what the well dressed horse will 
wear this summer is on display in the window of a shop In the West 


40's. The layout consists of a saddle studded with silver doo dabs with 
bridle and collar to match, The ensemble cosis $2,700. 


5 


Over Restauranted 


Midday vaude and dancing 
is being adopted by confec- 
tionery stores with attached 
lunchrooms in the Times 
Square district. It’s to with- 
stand the competition in an 
area over-restauranted. 

Happiness candy store, West 
42d street, has installed a five- 
piece girl orchestra, which 
plays for dancing at the 
luncheon and dinner hours, 
with the Happiness Boys also 
on the bill Friday afternoons. 

Schraffts also is installing a 
ballroom, and will offer enter- 
tainers by the end of the 
month. 


2 Girls Pinched for 
Realtor’s Lost Wallet 


Betty Belmont, 24, 355 West 15th 
street, and Rene Pece, 24, 5406 New 
Utrecht avenue, Brooklyn, were 
discharged in West Side Court by 
Magistrate Vitale on charges of 
grand larceny. 

The “two women, claiming to be 
hostesses, were accused by Harry 
Rainbow, 210 Riverside drive, real 
estate operator, of stealing his wal- 
let, containing $95 and some papers. 

According to Rainbow’s story to 
Policeman Lawlor, West 20th street 
station, Rainbow invited the Pece 
girl to his apartment. After a short 
time she phoned the Belmont wom- 
an to join them. During the course 
of the party Rainbow said Miss 
Pece took the wallet from his trou- 
ser’s pocket. 

Rainbow discovered it and the 
girls started to leave. He tried to 
prevent them, but they got to the 
street, boarded a taxicab and fied. 
Rainbow learned where the girls 
were employed and went there with 
the cop. \ 

Both denied taking the wallet. 
With no direct evidence against 
them, the case was dismissed. 


Flippant Mrs. Harriman 
Had to Pay Taxi Bill 


After riding around for 12 hours 
in a taxtcab and running up a bill 
of $12.85 and then refusing to pay, 
Florence Harriman, 36, 2 West 
72nd street, was arrested for dis- 
orderly conduct. 

Later in West Side Court, after 
being severely reprimanded by Mag- 
istrate Weii, she decided to pay and 
was released on a suspended sen- 
tence. 

Daniel] Kelly, 3818 3d avenue, told 
the magistrate he had driven to 
various places along Broadway and 
said he waited outside a restaurant 
at 7th avenue and 50th street for 
almost three hours. When she came 
out he demanded the fare, and she 
refused to pay. 

When the magistrate insisted she 
pay, Mrs. Harriman began to shout 
about justice and said that in Eng- 
land women’s rights were protected. 

“Why don’t you go back to Eng- 
land if you think so much of it,” 
declared the judge. 

“I would go back, but I have no 
rubbers and I might get my feet 
wet,” she answered. 

After giving the chauffeur the 
amount registered on the clock, she 
started out of the courtroom and 
then shouted back at the judge, 
“Get me a taxi, judge, and I'll go 
anywhere.” 


POPULAR COP SHIFTED 


‘Big” Mike Curry, traffic police- 
man, who has done traffic duty at 
Broadway and 47th street, has been 
transferred to 38th street and Fifth 
avenue. All because of the influence 
of a storekeeper not far removed 
from his post. 

Curry has been at 47th street and 
Broadway for years. He had the 
regard of theatre owners, managers 
and motorists that he came into 
contact with daily. Storekeepers 
along Times Square are contemplat- 
ing interviewing Commissioner War- 
ren and endeavor to have Curry re- 
stored to his old post. 

Recently “Big Mike,” as he was 
known to all, served a summons 
on a storekeeper for an infraction 
of the traffic law. The storekeeper 
began to tell who he knew to Mike. 
Curry stated that the alleged of- 
fender was so boisterous that he 
had to arrest him for disorderly 
conduct. 

In West Side Court a _ kindly 
Magistrate dismissed the proceed- 
ings against the storekeeper. Curry 
made no objections. Soon charges 
were preferred against Curry. 


Joys and Glooms of Broadway 


By N. T. G. 


Eric Von Stroheim, the stormy petrel of the movies, was sitting alone 
in a corner of the Guinan Club. It was daylight outside and plenty of 
Winchell's whoopee inside. 

“Pretty girls here,” said Stroheim, in response to our question, “but 
there’s one in particular, a little Irish kid, Kitty O'Reilly, who hag 
amazing charm. The first night I was here Texas asked the kids to 
play up to me, or something of that sort, and this kid just gave me the 
razz, like this ,” and Von Stroheim demonstrated. _ 

“I met her later, and she may go to California for a part in a new 
picture of Gloria Swanson I am to direct. 

“Incidentally, I'm looking for a leading man and can’t find one. They're 
searce. I want a combination of John Gilbert and Norman Kerry, a 
lead with a lot of villainy in him. I prefer all my leading men to be 
40 per cent villainous. Women aren’t interested unless they're a bit bad, 

“Here we are looking for leading men while possibly 25 men are 
roaming around New York, some looking for a job, and we don’t know 
it. If producers would search for leading men as well as women we 
directors would have an easier time of it turning out good pictures.” 

Von Stroheim referred to a recent picture which involved the wearing 
of uniforms and bemoaned that men who had never been to war showed 
this obviously by the manner in which they wore their uniforms. Which 
led to his statement that Hollywood is filled with Russian generals and 
high officers of the Czar's army, looking for work. 


Immigration restrictions on performers are tightening up. A French 
kid working in a cafe demanded a contractefor continued services. But 
the cafe didn’t issue contracts. She insisted, and finally got a contract 
when she explained that she had to have it to get six months’ additional 
stay in America. Another act, dance team, accepted a contract at half 
salary in order to stay here rather than be sent back to Canada. A 
Canadian giri had been in America two years, in “Vanities” and 
“Rosalie,” and had to return to Winnipeg. She is now making every 
effort to get back to America. 


You Neve: Can 

We found her in the chorus of a small night club revue and brought 
her to Texas Guinan. Always temperamental, she had a fight with 
Tex and was fired. She played around in other places, finally winding 
up in the Frivolity. 

Then Lew Fields grabbed her for a star part in “Here’s Howe.” And 
last Friday, the ex-chorus girl who had been fired, was guest of honor 
at a big party which Tex gave for her at the Salon Royal. 

The kid’s name is Hotsy Totsy, or Demaris Dore. 

You never can tell. 7 


A hostess told us her tale of woe. She was going to quit the place 
she was working because she couldn’t stand drinking the wine there. 


About Eleanor Gale 

We occasionally receive letters from people in show business or 
anxious to get into it, asking for help. Rarely does the writer have 
anything to offer in the way. of talent. One letter of that nature ap- 
pealed to us. We sent for the writer, who explained she had been 
prima donna of “Vagabond King” and other shows, but couldn't get a 
break. 

We heard her sing on radio - and induced her to accompany herself 
at the piano. She became a consistent radio performer and received two 
offers for record making. Needing immediate money we helped her get 
a place in a Broadway night club at a nominal salary. Happy and grate- 
ful. Sang one night for a Palm Beach hotel owner and signed for next 
season at tremendous salary. Also signed contract for eight weeks at 
another cafe at double present salary, and has three production offers. 
Girl’s name is Eleanor Gale. 

It sometimes pays to sing on radio. 


Harry Carroll, Bert Wheeler and Harry Jans were whooping it up in 
an all-night stop-over. Bert said ‘Rio Rita” closed because all the 
principals were fed up and wouldn’t work any more. 

“I was the only member of the cast,” said Bert, “who never missed 
a performance. All of us couldn’t stand playing any more. We've 
all signed for next year, and !n the meantime I’m leaving for California 
to do some vaudeville and fool around with pictures. You know, I re- 
ceived two offers, one from Harold Lloyd, but couldn’t accept, on account 
of my contract with Ziegfeld. 

“Yes, Bernice Speare is going with us, in the act. Remember, you 
introduced me to her at the Silver Slipper. Sure, we're going to be 
married, possibly in California.” 


In the party was Mrs. Harry Carroll. Harry explained he is taking 
his wife and two children, June, 13, and Harry, Jr., to France June 6 on 
the De Grasse. 

On his return he will produce a number of units. 


A Working Girl’s Break 
All the brave are not confined to battle heroes. We know a chorus 
kid in a night club getting $45 a week, who supports her grandmother, 
living in New York, and her invalid father and mother in New Haven. 
And now :she has a streak of luck—she can double in vaudeville, and 
her grandmother got a job as wardrobe mistress at $20 a week. To her 
that’s financial independence and wealth untold. 


Jimmy Hussey’s Changed Opinions . 
A year or so ago we met Jimmy Hussey in the Helen Morgan Club 
and invited him out to our farm. 

“Not a chance,” said Jimmy. “Broadway is my game. This is where 
I belong and where I'll stay. The country doesn’t interest me.” 

A few nights ago we sat with him in Billy LaHiff’s Tavern. He was 
with his bride, Edith O'Halissey. And now, when we again extended ai 
invitation, Jimmy pricked up his ears. 

“I'd love to go out,” said Jimmy. “You see, it’s different now. We've 
just been married and I realize there’s other things except Broadway. 
No drinking, no cafes, no staying up all night. Tell us about this farm 
idea? Could I buy one up there, do you think?” 

Love is a wonderful thing. 

And are we too fresh if we tell the world that Jimmy will soon be & 
father? 


Jimmy’s Narrow Escape 

Incidentally, Jimmy told us of a narrow’es-ape from O’Hallissey rage 

“I go out alone for the first time since w. -e .arried,” said Jimmy, 
“and wander in to see Texas Guinan. You know how Guinan and I 
are—like that.’ Well, she was so glad to see me she threw her arms 
around me and gave me one of those Guinan kisses. You know, they 
leave marks. 
“So I come home with lip rouge in my hair and ears and Edith sees 
it. Luckily the O’Reillys of the Guinan Club are Edith’s girl friends 
and they saw this kiss business, so I got out of it. 
“But could you imagine what would have happened to me if the 
O'Reillys hadn't been there?” 


Later Texas saw a girl sitting in a corner with a chump, who vas 
peeling off yellow ones from a big roll and handing them to the kle 


“And a little child shall bleed them,” she remarked. 
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| TIMES SQUARE 


pARRY CARMAN’S ROOM 
ROBLED OF $10,000 


paul Bosky, Guest of Carman’s 
Room-Mate, Peter Daudet, 
Held for Theft 


Charged with the theft of $10,000 
worth of gems and clothing owned 
Frank Barrett (Barry) Carman 

“the latter’s apartment, 270 
West 73rd street, Paul Bosky, 18, 

ter, of 495 Pleasant avenue, 
Holyoke, Mass., was arraigned in 
West Side Court before Magistrate 
rge W. Simpson and held in 
$10,000 bail for further examination. 
Bosky was unable to get the bail and 
taken to West Side jail. 

According to Detectives Bill Mc- 
Conachie and James McDonnell of 
the West 68th street station, Bosky 
admitted the theft, alleging he was 
assisted by a confederate. He 
stated, the sleuths said, that his 

nfederate gave him $28 as his 
4 re of the robbery. The jewelry, 

a miscellaneous lot of searf pins, 
studs and a watch given Car- 
man by Mrs. Irene Schoelkopf, has 
pot been recovered. 

Bosky was arrested at Broadway 
and 45th street as he was abuut to 
enter a theatre. He was picked up 
on a description furnished by Car- 
man’s roommate, Peter Daudet. 
The iatter reported the theft to the 
detectives. Bosky told the sleuths 
that Daudet invited him to the 
apartment on May 9. 
Daudet retired and Bosky left, 
leaving the door of the apartment 
unlocked. Bosky said that he re- 
turned with a confederate and 
looted the apartment, taking the 
gems and Carman's best clothes. 
Going Back 
When Daudet awoke he found the 
apartment ransacked. He reported 
the theft to the detectives. Barry 
Carman was in Providence at the 
time. A watch stolen has the pho- 
tograph of Mrs. Schoelkopf in the 
case, McConachie said. 
Mrs. Irene Schoelkopf was the wife 
of a Buffalo capitalist. Barry had 
chaperoned her for some time. Sev- 
tral years ago he escorted her to a 
New Year’s party in Times Square. 
At the party she visited an apart- 
ment on the lower floor, where sev- 
eral “record boys” bound and 
gagged her. She was relieved of a 
fortune in gems. 
Several arrests followed. Schoel- 
kopf divorced his wife some time 
later. Subsequent to this, Mrs. 
Schoelkopf married Carman in Mex- 
ico. They lived together for a short 
period when Mrs. Schoelkopf di- 
vorced Barry. 
It was hinted that Mrs. Schoel- 
kopf settled a handsome fortune on 
Barry, The latter is said to be a 
dancer and artist. He will appear 
in West Side Court to prosecute. 


Beaut Charged With Arson 


Virginia Page, 21, Hotel Clenden- 
ning, 103rd street and Broadway, 
who in 1926 won third prize as Miss 
Mobile in a beauty contest at At- 
lantic City, was returned to Media, 
Pa, to stand trial on a charge of 
arson. 

The young woman is accused of 
having set fire on May 9 to an 
apartment she previously had occu- 
pied at State street and South ave- 
) hue, Media. The police charge she 
returned to the apartment to get 
Some trunks and when discovering 
they had been placed in storage, 
she set fire to the apartment. 

She admitted having been there 
on the day in question but denied 
fring the apartment. She said her 
husband, from whom she is sepa- 
rated, is the nephew of Edward 
Page, formerly head of Page and 
Shaw candy company but now asso- 
Clated with Schrafft’s. 


RUNAWAY GIRL’S CHARGE 

Charged with attacking a 15- 
year-old girl in his room at the 
Hotel Manger, Hyman Schwartz- 
Man, 25, gym instructor, was held 
in $1,000 bail for further hearing 
by Magistrate Vitale in West Side 
Court. 

According to a story told by 
elen Grochowsky, 5413 New 
Utrecht avenue, Brooklyn, to De- 
tectives Gillman and Joseph Mc- 
Carthy, Children’s Society, she ran 
away from home on May 21 and 
took a room in the Manger Hotel. 

She met Schwartzman and he in- 
vited her to his room. While there, 
She said, the instructor assaulted 
her. She returned home and told 
her parents what happened. They 
Caused Schwartzman’s arrest. 

_ He made an emphatic denial of 
the charge, 


Dance as You Ride 


Chicago, May 29, 

And now its not uncommon 
to hop into a checker cab with 
the gir] friend, to find a radio 
tuned in with the latest music. 

Numerous cabbies with the 
Checker firm have installed 
radios, 


Loud Speaker at Rivoli 


‘Tll do everything that I can to 
tone down the loud speaker,” said 
Manager Lawrence Shead of the 
Rivoli theatre, when summoned to 
West Side Court before Magistrate 
Albert H. Vitale. Shead was served 
with.a “ticket” from a patrolman 
froin the West 47th street station 


who told the court that Brill Bros. 
and other storekeepers in the neigh- 
borhood were annoyed by _ the 
sounds of the “Ramona” song ema- 
nating from a record over the ticket 
booth. Mr. S! cad declared that it 
was a victrola record with a loud 
speaker. The manager of. Brill 
Bros. averred no matter what it 
was, the bookkeepers on the second 
floor of his establishment were un- 
able to concentrate on their books 
while “Ramona” kept percolating 
through the transom. 

Shead stated that he had tried to 
modify the music. “I'll try again, 
your Honor,” he said, “and if the 
noise is as loud as ever I will stop 
it.” The complainants were satis- 
fied and left the court. 


Little House Party Ends 
With Shot and Pinch 


James White, 23, 79 West 92nd 
street, a waiter, was held without 
bail for further hearing when he 
was arraigned before Magistrate 
Vitale in West Side Court on a 
charge of felonious assault. White 
is accused of having shot Howard 
Alexander, 26, 206 West 96th street, 
in the stomach. 

Arrested as material witnesses 
were White’s wife, Vivian, 21, and 
Mary Wilson, 23, 219 West 34th 
street. They were held in bail of 
$5,000 each. 

White and Alexander are friends. 
The four were having a party in 
White’s apartment when the land- 
lady, Mrs. Mabel McGowan, came 
to the door and accused White of 
telling an a¢tor boarder about dif- 
feren. rates for phones she was 
charging. 

The two waged a wordy argu- 
ment. Mrs. McGowan is said to have 
slapped White’s face. Alexander be- 
came so incensed he got a gun and 
started for Mrs. McGowan’s apart- 
ment. White tried to stop him and 
in a struggle for the gun it was 
discharged. Alexander was shot in 
the stomach. 


MAY GET LIFE 


Wire Lather Caught After Robbing 
Kuhn’s Studio 

Charged with robbing the thea- 
trical studio of Louis Kuhn, 105 
West 63rd street, of several hun- 
drea@ dollars’ worth scenic 
draperies, Charles McMahon, 26, a 
wire lather of 11144 West 65th street, 
was arraignec in West Side Court 
before Magistrate Albert H. Vitale 
and held for the action of the Grand 
Jury. 

“T guess this is the last chapter in 
my book,” said McMahon, who has 
been convicted three times before. 
If McMahon is found guilty on this 
charge it makes him a Baumes vi- 
olator with the possibility of life 
in jail. 

He was arrested in his flat by 
Detectives Jerome Butler and James 
Defarari of the West 68th street 
station. They had secreted them- 
selves in his apartment. When he 
entered by way of the rear fire es- 
cape they covered him with the 
“rods.” After a brief struggle he 
was ‘subdued. “I came into this flat 
to loot it” he is quoted as saying 
when asked why he came in the 
rear entrance. 


Insurance papers” stolen’ from 
Kuhn were found in McMahon's 
flat. In a closet the sleuths found 
a complete layout of burglar's tools. 

A rear window on the second floor 
of Kuhn's was jimmied and a safe 
ripped. No money was in the safe. 
The insurance papers were stolen 
from Kuhn's. 


jane two of the party left, leaving] cided to drop the charge. 


BROADWAY 


(Changes Weekly) 


For ehow people, as wel! as taymen, this Guide to general amusements 
In New York will be published weekly in response to repeated requests. 
it may serve the out-of-towner as a time-saver in selection. 
PLAYS ON BROADWAY 


Current Broadway lIegitimate attractions are completely ilsted and 
commented upon weekly in Variety under the heading: “Shows in New 
York and Comment.” 

In that department, both in the comment and the actual amount of 
the gross receipts of each show, will be found the necessary Information 
ae to the most successful plays, aiso the scale of admission charged. 


NEW FEATURE PICTURES OF WEEK 
Capitol—“Laugh, Clown, Laugh” (Chaney). 
Paramount—Paul Ash and “His Tiger Lady” (Menjou). 
Rialto—“The Street of Sin” (Jannings) (run). 
Rivoli—“‘Ramona” (Del Rio) (run). 

Roxy—"“The News Parade.” 
Strand—‘“Lady Be Good” (Mackaill-Mulhall). 


SPECIAL FEATURES WORTH SEEING 
“Trail of ’98” “Dawn” 
“The Man Who Laughs” 


“Tempest” 


“Street Angel” 
“Wings” 


“Four Sons” 


NIGHT LIFE 

The Parody, with the inimitable Clayton, Jackson and Durante as the 
features, is recommended at all times. 

Helen Morgan is big at her Chez Helen Morgan. The Silver Slipper 
has a new girly revue, as has the Frivoiity, with an all-blonde show. 

Jeorge Olsen is at the Club Richman. For Bohemian atmosphere, 
don’t miss the Club Barney, in Greenwich Village. 

The hotels like the Roosevelt (Dave Bernie), Biltmore (Bernie Cum- 
mins), Manger (Hal Kemp) and Pennsyltania (Johnny Johnson) should 
not be overlooked for relief purposes for straight dining and dancing 
purposes before or after theatre. 

The Little Club has a fast show, headed by Ethel Norris. 

The class spots are the Montmartre and Lido, the latter holding Chas. 
Sabin and Barbara Bennett as the dance feature. 

The Everglades is doing fairly with new Earl Lindsay revue, and the 
54th St. Club show stars Dan Healy. 

At the Salon Royal, Texas Guinan and Tommy Lyman co-star. 

For a “hot” time, don’t miss The Furnace (but not before daybreak) 
and Florence’s; the later the better. 

Up in Harlem the Cotton Club has a whale of a hotsy-tot#sy brown- 
ekin revue. 

Roadhouse season has started with Vincent Lopez established at 


Woodmansten Inn, in Pelham, and doing the big business of the road-. 


houses so far this season. Frank Libuse is an important feature with 
Lopez. Castilian Royal now holds an elaborate show te oppose the 
Lopez draw, and Castilian Gardens, down Merrick road, has Harold 
Leonard as the feature. John and Christo’s Pavilion Royal as ever has 
its own following and is faring well. 


RECOMMENDED SHEET MUSIC 


“Chilly-Pom-Pom-Pee” “In the Evening” 
“Girl of My Dreams” “Good-Night” 
“My Pet” “Kiss Before the Dawn” 


Looping the Loop 


Confusion! 
Explanation of the short run of “Four Walls” here may be contained 
in a statement by Harry Munns, theatrical attorney. 
“Did you see ‘Four Walls?’” Munns was asked. 
“Why waste money?” he replied. “I have it-on the Victrola.” 


Sex Film Booker in Y. M. C. A. Hotel 
B. N. Judell, who books those sex pictures that go just so far, and 
then tell the rest in pamphlets, moved to new quarters recently. He has 
“The Road to Ruin” and wanted to conduct his sales talk amid the 
proper environment. Bible salesmen may now call on Mr. Judell at 
his office in the New Y. M. C. A. hotel. 


Chi’s Most Prolific M. C. 

Willie Horwitz, formerly professional manager for Waterson, Berlin & 
Snyder, may yet pull the old gag of incorporating himself. The com- 
paratively young sensation is holding down so many jobs he sleeps with 
his socks on. 

Willie is Chi’s most prolific m. c., visible at all important functions. 
He’s announcer and one of the managers interested with I. J. Fagan in 
operation of the Savey ballroom, also announcer for Municipal Pier func- 
tions. Besides being representative of the Carme Romana Land Co., 
Horwitz is Chicago representative of Spier & Coslow. 

Willie is exceptionally modest, merely asking that none of his jobs be 
forgotten and reminding that he gives no matinees. 

Chink Trade Non-Tippers 

The maid in the ladies’ room of Cinderella, large Chink dine and 
dance place on the south side, has become so dissatisfied with tips 
as to feature a large sign reading: 

“Please pay the maid for use of the mirror as she rents this space.” 


Ashton Stevens’ Clear Speakers 
And now comes Ashton Stevens, dramatic editor of the ‘“Herald- 
Examiner,” to remark that producers might well recruit young ladies 
who must recite clear-spoken lines, from the offices of the phone com- 
who must recite clear-spoken lines from the offices of the phone com- 
ing for girls wishing to go on the stage. Numbah—please! 
Got Money and Accent 
Lew M. Goldberg, the agent, recently purchased a nag named “Honi 
Soit” for $2,500. In three races Honi has won, placed, and showed re- 
spectively, netting Lew $1,700 and a southern accent. 


|her and Ellis alone. She told the 
| police that Ellis tried to assault 
|} her, and failing, took $10 from her 
Alleged | purse. She ran to a_ window, 
| screaming, and attracted the cop. 
Ellis said that he had given the 
woman the $10 and, after placing it 
in her purse, she started to run 
from the place. He said he stopped 
her and took the $10 away. He said 
he made no effort to escape and 
waited until the arrival of the po- 
liceman. He preferred a disorderly 


WHAT $10 CAN DO 


Merchant and 
Scenarioist in Battle 


Retired 


A charge of grand larceny pre- 
ferred against Edward Ellis, 28, 119 
Audubon avenue, a retired leather 
goods dealer, was dismissed when 
the case was brought before Magis- 
trate Vitale in West Side Court. 

Ellis was arrested by Policeman 
Elliott, West 68th street station, on conduct charge against her. 
complaint of Edith Ransom, Hotel Whin Magistrate Vitale heard all 
Manger, scenario writer. Miss Ran-|the facts he dismissed the charge 
som said she had been a member of; against Ellis and told him if he 
a party of four at dinner and then| wanted to press his charge against 
went to a club at 318 West 82nd] her he could go to Women’s Court 
street. They had several drinks/and draw his complaint. 


Butter and Ess Chink 


VARIETY 47 
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Taken American Way 


San Francisco, May 29. 

Dr. Y. Q Gin, ancient Chinese 
herbalist of the Chinese quarter, 
became enamored of Muey Jo Jing, 
Shanghai actress appearing at the 
Mandarin theatre and as a result 
is out some $15,000 in jewels which 
he lavished, supposedly on the foot- 
light favorite. Dr. Gin was unable 
to get an introduction to Muey Je 
Jing until Louie. Poy, another 
Celestial, happened along and ad- 
vised the aged physician that every- 
thing could arranged. First, 
however, the actress must have 
jewels, as an indication of the aged 
suitor’s good faith. 

Doc. Gin provided jewelry galore 
and each time a feminine voice, pre- 
tending to be the actress, answered 
with murmurs of thanks. « Last 
week Muey Jo Jing sailed for 
Shanghai. A few @days later the 
herb doctor glanced into a pawn 
shop window and saw a diamond 
ring displayed that he had purchas- 
ed for the actress. Police started 
an investigation. They bagged Pdéy 
and are now seeking his feminine 
accomplice who posed as the lady 
of the footlights. 


Woman With Wild Claims 
Held for Observation 


Claiming to be Mme. Nadine 
Karweska, operatic soprano of a 
decade ago, Nita Chalfonte, 50, of 
520 West 145th street, was sent to 
the observation ward of Bellevue 
hospital in Special Sessions to un- 
dergo a mental examination. The 
Justices decided on this course as 
the result of the story told them by 
probation officers who had obtained 
the facts from the woman. Miss 
Chalfonte had been convicted of 
shoplifting. 


The defendant, Agnes Breck, pro- 
bation officer, told the Justices, “in- 
sists she is the Princess de Char- 
row and has newspaper clippings 
showing that she has had a remark- 
able operatic career. She claims to 
nave been a pupil of Jean de Reszke 
and that she was the prima donna 
of the Imperial Opera Company of 
Russia. The clippings which she 
has compiled show her in various 
roles and state that she has ap- 
peared in opera in all the capitals 
of Europe.” 


The Justices were convinced that 
she should be mentally examined 
when they learned that among the 
claims put forth during the past 
five years was that she is the wife 
of the Prince of Wales and the 
daughter of the Grand Duchess 
Udoxia of Russia. They also were 
informed by representatives of the 
British Consul’s office that the Lon- 
don authorities had ordered her de- 
ported from England when she ar- 
rived there last May. She had in- 
sisted in London that her address 
was Buckingham Palace and that 
she was the wife of the Prince of 
Wales. 

After giving up the opera stage 
Miss Chalfonte says she obtained 
a position as vocal instructress for 
the Metropolitan, 


Scanlons Can’t Agree 


Mrs. Vivian Scanlon, “My Mary- 
land” at the Casino, appeared before 
Magistrate Vitale in West Side 
Court as complainant against her 
husbend, Edward, actor, whom she 
charged with disorderly conduct on 
a summons. 

Mrs. Scanlon said her husband 
remained out until 4 or 5 o’clock 
in the morning and abused her 
when she spoke to him about it. 
She said she had left him and was 
now living with her mother. Scan- 
lon said his wife stayed out late 
and «ttributed his troubles to “too 
much mother-in-law.” 

Magistrate Vitale tried to get the 
couple to patch up their differences, 
but Mrs. Scanlon said she was 
through. Scanlon promised the 
magistrate he would permit his wife 
to get her clothing and other per- 
sonal belongings, and would net mo- 
lest her in the future. 

The case was dismissed. 
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15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and “Clipper”) 


Already picture producers were 
nearing complaints of the sameness 
of scenic backgrounds on the screen 
due to constant use of same Cali- 
fornia locations. Company execu- 
tives began to travel far for picture 
backgrounds, especially into Mex- 
ico and the southwest. 


Lionel Barrymore was associated 
with the Biograph productions. Bio- 
graph used a stock company called 
“The Irish Players,” and when 
‘Lionel was cast in pictures by this 
group they shortened his name to 
Lionel “Barry.” 


Lois Weber already was a notable 
in California film circles. She ran 
for mayor of Universal City on a 
suffragist ticket. 


Wallace Reid, described as a son 
of Hal Reid the playwright, had 
just become ‘attached to the Uni- 
versal forces. His early work was 
as a stunt man, doing air feats in 
gas balloons, due to his athlet'- 
prowess. 


D. W. Griffith was engaged on a 
two-reel Biblical subject for Bio- 
graph. 


> Immodest dancing in public places 
was the subject of great agitation. 
So much was the subject in the 
public eye that the New York 
Grand Jury made a presentment 
calling for reform. 


The public were dance crazy and 
other forms of amusement suffered. 
Roller skating, which had enjoyed 
a vogue, was again on the, wane. 
The Metropolitan rink, Broadway 
and 53d street, was offered for 
lease. 


50 YEARS AGO 


From (“Clipper”) 


Theatre grosses were in a slump, 
especially in New York, and the 
reason ascribed to slack attendance 
sounds strange to modern New 
Yorkers. It was the custom of 
Gotham flat dwellers in that far off 
day to move their home May 1, 
instead of the current date of Oct. 
1, and the “Clipper” figures that 
the moving day unsettlement killed 
off theatre-going. 


An item that sounds more fa- 
miliar is the statement that a home 
brew still had been seized on a 
small cruising yacht moored at a 
Brooklyn wharf. The mystery here 
is why they made home brew when 
regular drinks were two for a quar- 
ter over the bar and good liquor 
sold for $1.25 a quart. 

A popular actor of the times was 
Harry Langdon, oniy he was a 
Shakespearean player, appearing at 
the moment as Appius Claudius to 
John McCullough’s Virginius. 


Hartford, Conn., correspondent 
dug up a story on the Barnum cir- 
cus lot there. P. T. Barnum was 
a member of the Connecticut legis- 


lature and on adjournment had 
given all members passes to the 
circus. When the complimentries 
were presented at the door, Bar- 


nuim’s partner, described as George 
F. (not James A.) Bailey, refused to 
honor them. The governor of the 
¥state was one of those turned down. 


The first Amcrican 
Jenny Lind, at Castle Garden 
(now AqBarium), Sept. 11, 1850, 
was recalled by the death of a vet- 
eran first-nighter, John N. Genin, 
who achieved fame by paying $255 
at publie auction for choice of two 
seats at the famous concert. Genin's 
free spending stunt (as publicity for 
was heralded 


appearance of 


throughout the country. Good Time 
Charleys in other cities copied the 
stunt. First choices for Jenny Lind 
seats brought as high as $650 dur- 
ing her tour. 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


The Department of Justice is reported having some of the theatre 
annexers buffaloed on mergers that might attract too much attention. 
While it is said that there is a fear of the Dept. on the big stuff doings, 
another claim is that really the bankers are the ones who demand the 
Dept. shall first express its approval or disapproval of a proposed 
arralgamation. 

This Dept. of Justice thing is reported especially acute with Para- 
mount-Publix theatre deals. It is said to have been one of the blocks 
to Paramount going actively for the Stanley Company chain, though a 
report last week was that Adolph Zukor had made an offer for Stanley 
stock at a much higher quotation than the market. At that time also 
it was reported the basis of the Fox-Stanley deal was one for one, 
Stanley for Fox Theatres with the understanding that Fox Theatres 
stock would be sent up to meet the Stanley quotation. About three pcints 
difference at the time. 

The banking idea is that a Department of Justice notice on a con- 
templated merger is like a cloud on a title of a deed and should be 
cleared before a transfer is effected, regardless of any right to con- 
test a decision by the Dept. With the bankers having as’a clincher that 
they won't advance the dough until that is done. So it’s done. 

As the merging boys and the bankers started it themselves by making 
inquiries of the Dept. how it felt about this or that merger, *hey have 
but themselves to blame. It’s probable the Dept. would have laid off 
if they had. 

Stanley passing its quarterly dividend ot 75c last week Giemnpetaiet 
its largest stockholders, as that is at the rate of $3 per share yearly and 
the next dividend may also be passed, from accounts. It will give 
Stanley a cash reserve. There are over 900,000 outstanding shares of 
Stanley common. 

Irving Ressheim, president of Stanley, probably prefers the reserve 
to worry, while stockholders like the Fabians in New Jersey, with their 
100,000 Stanlel shares see a glum and slim return for this year out of 
the expected $300,000 in dividends only. 

Under the McQuirk regime, Stanley paid a 20 per cent extra slice in 
cash. It was not deemed advisable at the time, nor the elevation of the 
dividend to $4. The latter was cut to $3 immediately after Rossheim 
lately took office. Stanley’s new bankers, Goldman, Sachs and Com- 
pany, are expected to be of more material assistance to it than the 
Stanley former bankers were. 


Goldman Sachs and Company, the ‘New York bankers, as the recently 
annexed financial directors for the Stanley Company, seemingly will 
bring Stanley and the Warner Brothers more closely together in business 
aSsociation, since the same banking firm is the Warners’ financier. This 
tnight immediately operate for the Stanley to instali Vitaphone equip- 
ment in as many theatres as the Stanleys designate. 

It’s probable Stanley has ideas for the bankers’ financing. One report 


is that the bankers purchased a large block of Stanley stock, probably 


from the treasury stock reserve. The Stanley’s former banker, E. B. 
Smith and Company, is a Philadelphia institution. 
the Stanley’s finances for years, from reports, and very profitably for 


the Smith concern. 


In connection with the many recent reports of a Stanley company buy, 
the account is that if Paramount should secure the chain, it would go 
into control of First National, through the Stanley’s holdings. Those 
combined with what Adolph Zukor holds or could secure would give 
Paramount control, competitors state. 


According to “La Rumeur,” a Paris afternoon daily, Claude France, 
a popular French picture actress, committed suicide due to remorse. It 
is believed she was the means of the French military authorities track- 
ing down the Dutch dancer, Mata-Hari, who was shot as a spy during 
the war. Claude France fretted over her act, which led to a friend's 
death, and finally took her own as reported by Variety at the'time. It 
appears from the story of the Paris daily that the French picture star, 
of German-Swiss origin, met Count de Chilly in Switzerland and he 
persuaded her to follow Mme. Mata-Hari, then suspected of being a 
spy. Then known under her real name of Hanna Wittig she gained 
the confidence of Mata-Hari, followed her to France and denounced her 
to the French police. Since the now famous spy was first detained in 
the St. Lazare female prison, Paris, Claude France is supposed to have 
suffered cruelly from remorse and finally took her own life. 

A review by Kendrew of the last picture in which Mile. France ap- 
peared, “The Island of Love,” was recently printed in Variety. 


Inside Stuff—Lesit 


Chelsea Exchange Bank grabbed a lot of publicity by a neatly framed 
statement by its president, Edward S. Rothchild, that chorus girls were 
now watching the ticker tape instead of the racing charts and many of 
them were investing carefully, seeking benking vice for their com- 
mitments. 

Old stuff. A lot of show people have been cagey investors for years. 
Pat Rooney has been a gilt edge bond fancier for 20 years. Eddie Cantor 
is a shrewd investor and his theatre friends appeal to him for guidance. 

There is probably a larger percentage of wide open blind gambling by 
the picture exhibitor class in the current frantic bull market than the 
whole show business outside combined. A lot of picture men did well 
with Loew’s on its recent rise, some of them taking profits, but most 
still on the long side for another move. 

Scores of exhibitors were in Pathe around 13-14 for the A stock and 
4-5 for the common and are sitting pretty if that issue comes through. 
Oddly enough the picture crowd is off Paramount, partly because it in- 
volves a heavy stake to play with and partly because many have been 
burned in it in years past. 

But they don’t confine themselves to the amusement stocks. At the 
golf tournament last week a score were around the veranda when some- 
body arrived with an evening paper carrying the closing prices. In 
chorus they asked for the close on everything from Kelvinator to Wright 
Aeronautics. 


Jed Harris put “The Front Page” to bed Saturday night following a 
profitable week in Newark, the producer’s home town. The farce drew 
$12,500 and raves from the critics over in Jersey, but Harris, with two 
successes now on the main stem, decided against chancing a Broadway 
opening at this time. 

The Charles MacArthur-Ben Hecht play, which uses a single set for 
three acts, had 86 words ordered out by the Newark censors following 
the Monday opening. The substituted words and expressions proved as 
ribald as those deleted, and with the word of mouth and newspaper 
plugging, capacity business resulted. 

Kight reporters and a managing editor are used in the play, and with 
George S. Kaufman, New York “Times,” staging. Newark newspapermen 
generally agreed that they gave authentic characterizations. A charac- 
ter easily identificd as Mayor Thompson, of Chicago, figures prominently, 
while the managing editor is also said to be drawn from Chicago news- 
paper life. 


The man wearing a prop skull and ~-arading the square advertising the 
Lew Cantor mystery play, “The Skull,” appeared this week wearing a 
business suit. That prompted a wise-cracker to remark: 


“The show must be slipping; that guy wore dinner clothes last week.” 


It had attended to 


Inside Stuff—Vaudeville 


A puzzling point to the vaude insiders is how long E. F. Aibee will 
remain as president of the Keith-Aibee-Orpheum circuit under the pres- 
ent condition. It was as puzzling to the same crowd why Albee wanted to 
remain at the presidential desk after having passed his K-A-O stock and 
control to the J. P. Kennedy-J. J. Murdock group. Control means but one 
thing with a corporation; those holding control run the works. 

It’s unbelievable Albee wanted to remain as president for the salary 
that goes with the office. Yet from events of the past week there’s noth- 
ing left for the president of K-A-O to do except to draw his salary. 

J. J. Kennedy appears to hawe stepped into the saddle as chairman 
of the board without room on the horse for anyone else. With Kennedy's 
talk to the Keith house managers and his appointment of an assistant, 
who will establish himself in a Keith suite office as Kennedy's represen. 
tative, it leaves no doubt but that those now in control of Keith’s intend 
to make it evident that they are running the business. 

At the Pathe meeting last week another mark of that seemed to come 
out in the appointment of three new directors to the Pathe board of 
directors. Among those displaced through the additions was E. G Lauder, 
Albee’s son-in-law. 

A similar situation to Keith's at present has not occurred previously jn 
the show business. While ia big business nowadays it is accepted that 
the chairman of the board supersedes all other authority, still thore is no 
known instance of a president of a corporation without any authority, 
other than perhaps to sign checks. 


The indifferent attention given to Tom Mix’s vaudeville entrance into 
New York last week at Keith’s Hippodrome by Keith's publicity depart- 
ment drew the unfavorable attention of about every p. a. in New York, 
stage and screen. No such neglect had been noted in months and never 
by a picture interest for a star attraction. 

That Mix drew himself at the Hip bespoke volumes for his standing, 
Mix is the idol of the kids. There is a Keith’s Boys’ Band alone of 600 
members. Not one was at the station to great Mix. He almost slid into 
New York unnoticed. Not a tie up during the week nor publicity re- 
ceived by Mix other than that given to him by special writers in the 
dailies who themselves saw the subject for a story. The FBO (pictures) 
publicity staff gave Mix a luncheon at the Astor Friday. 

It is said that the Keith’s press department seized eagerly upon a 
suggestion made mid-week that it get Mix a dinner at the Lambs, and 
have him made an honorary member. That ought to mean a lot to Tom's 
future, more than it did to the Hip last week. 

Picture boys scoffed at the Mix attention by the vaudeville people, 
They said when shrugging their shoulders that it explained much they 
had not understood about vaudeville’s decline. 

Mark Luescher is in charge of Keith’s publicity, trained to exploit 
EK. F. Albee. 


A mind reader playing in a large sized city received a phene call that 
the manager of the Valencia theatre would like to see him, for a run 
engagement. Reaching the Valencia he found it six miles away from 
downtown and closed. 

Returning to the theatre and burning, he berated the jokers whom he 
believed were among those back stage. Another phone call, also from 
the manager of the Valencia. The mind reader started to bawl, where- 
upon the “manager” stopped him, saying: 

“Listen. If you were a good mind reader, when you found the house 
closed you would have known that we were in the manager’s office wait« 
ing. We don’t want bum mind readers.” 


Eva Tanguay has been doing quite a come-back for the box office 
on the Loew circuit. She has played several of the houses, doing busie 
ness in all. Miss Tanguay is said to be so deceptive in her restored 
youthfulness that she looks like the Eva of old. Commencing June 11 
she opens at the Ritz, Atlantic City, for four weeks. 


Martin Beck made about 100 per cent profit on the sale of his home 
on East 63d street, between Fifth and Madison avenues. The house, 38 
feet front, was sold recently, including all furnishings for around $900,- 
000. Beck had some expensive works of arts in the house. It had cost 
him in all, from the account $440,000. 


Curious queries constantly are heard as to the future of the N. V. A.,’ 
with its self appointed leader seemingly eliminated from all vaudeville, 
Along with that comes up the matter of the two papers Albee has been 
practically instructing, the N. V. A.’s house organ, a weekly, and the other 
a racing daily that would like to get onto a theatrical footing. Albee has 
been trying to aid it for some time, financially and in influence. Out of 
control, however, Albee’s influence is nil, both as to the N. V. A., the 
papers, either or both, and vaudeville in general. 

Of the heads of Keith’s, but two or three of the Albee yessers includ- 
ing himself ever really thought a subsidized paper, daily or weekly, of any 
value to the organization or individuals in it, for propaganda for the 
circuit or personal publicity. On the record it appears to have so de- 
veloped in both cases. The idea of a subsidized paper is a relic of the 
old show days that passed away without the Albee yessers noticing the 
parade had passed, until too late. That also applies to the N. V. A. and 
its actor-members, the whip always laic on there for them and the other 
things that went with it. 

Any number of actors of the old and new school will wonder if Albee 
consulted Fred Stone before selling all of his stock in K-A-O, leaving 
Stone holding the presidential bag of the N. V. A. Albee always consulted 
Stone on N. V. A. matters otherwise, when the N. V. A. looked to be in 
danger of any kind. It was always in danger through having no one’s 
good will in the show business, excepting its direct and very, very few 
sponsors. 

An organization claiming a membership of 13,060 and having but three 
Ddelievers is a funny kind of an institution. One of those three, Albee, is 
not a member of the N. V. A. No secret. 

Should be interesting how the N. V. A. matter is to be handled. It 
needs handling in a way, and delicately now, for Albee must have for- 
gotten everything else but the money when he sold out. 

Another item Keith’s needs to worry over at present is the good will of 
the show business, particularly the actors. It’s something Keith’s never 
uas had and it is something it always needed, even when Keith’s was at 
its most powerful height, as latter events have proven. 

Anyway, vaudeville is feeling much better, although the stock market 
didn’t indicate that. When Variety printed Albee had transferred all of 
his stock, K-A-O bounded upward in quotations; when Albee issued & 
statement he intended to stick as president without denying the sale, the 
stcck dropped off. Maybe the market will again reflect public opinion 
when Albee definitely concludes what to do. if that will have to be waited 
for. 


Loew bills are being routed into the Park and Granada, Cleveland, two 
weeks after playing the State in the downtown district for a week. Bills 
play Pittsburgh and Buffalo in between, splitting the week with the 
Park and Granada. Gus Sun books the three open days at each house the 
Sun bills playing Granada first. 


Ben Black is getting out a volume entitled “How to Become a Per* 
sonality Master of Ceremonies.” 

In it the author presumes to describe personality and how to cultivate 
it, with other information. He was an m. ec. for Publix for a while. 
Rebbins Music Corp. may get out the book, looked upon as a plug for 
Black. It will sell for $2 or less. 
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Wednesday, May 30, 1928 


Syndicates Freer With All Terms 


For Next Season: 


Producers, especially those of the 
younger group, are looking forward 
to next season more hopefully than 
yneretofore. Indications are that 
sharing terms will be more favor- 
able to attractions, and it is reported 
that better percentages have already 
been offered by both syndicates, 

The always present number of 
dark theatres on Broadway during 
the season just ending and the 
searcity of road attractions appears 
to be one factor in the impending 
change. In back of that is the de- 
cline in the number of new pro- 
ducers. Up against house guaran- 
tees and high stop limits, production 
ambition among the younger show- 
men hag been largely stifled. It com- 
pares to the condition at the Keith 
office, which through its well-known 
tactics discouraged any number of 
vaudeville producers. 

Indications are therefore that the 
theatre owners or operators will be 
more liberal in sharing terms or 
face heavy losses through dark the- 
atres. House guarantees have been 
demanded less this season than for 
a half-dozen years, and it looks as 
though the houses will have to share 
a portion of the hazard entailed by 
producers, 

Broadway was again favored by 
the the weather last week, but busi- 
ness slipped. Little difference in the 
pace of “Show Boat,” which approx- 
imated $53,000; “Three. Musketeers” 
went over $44,000; “Rosalie” eased 


' off to $38,000; ‘Rain or Shine” rated 


around $37,000; “Greenwich Village 
Follies” estimated over $30,000; 
“Good News” almost as much; ‘‘Pre- 
sent Arms” about $25,000; ‘“Here’s 
Howe” and “Funny Fac,e” $22,000; 
“Five o’Clock Girl,” approximately 
$20,690; “Connecticut Yankee,” $19,- 
000; “Blackbirds” jumped, going to 
$16,000; “Maryland” just hanging 
on, $12,000 or a bit more. 

Non- Musicals 

There are only three non-musicals 
drawing virtual capacity. They are 
“The Bachelor Father,” over $20,000; 
“Strange Interlude,” $16,000, and 
“Volpone,” about the same figure; 
“The Royal Family” holds up close 
to “Bachelor Father,” around $19,000 
again last week; “Diamond Lil’,is a 
wonder at over $17,000 last week; 
“Tre T.ppy Husbend” eased off to 
$13,000; “cCoquetts® same pace; 
“Burlesque,” $12,000; “Paris Bound” 
and “Trial of Mary Dugan,” $11,000; 
“Silent House, $10,000; “Excess Bag- 
gage,” $9,000; “Our Betters,” $8,000; 
“The Skull,” $8,000; “Scarlet Fox,” 
$7,500; “Anna,” $6,000; “Shannons of 
Broadway,” $5,500: “Bottled in 
Bond, $3,500. 

Three new shows last week appear 
to have little chance. “Get Me in 
the Movies,” at the Carroll,” severe- 
ly panned and cannot stick; “Dorian 
Gray” has about the same rating at 
the Biltmore; “Skidding,” at the Bi- 
jou,” got very little trade. 

Only two fresh attractions are 
carded for next week. “The Beau’s 
Strategem” will be shown for one 
week at Hampden's by the Players 
Club, while “The Cyclone Lover” 
will be at the Frolic. 

“Marco Millions” will end its en- 
gagement at the Guild Saturday, 

Volpone,” with which it alternated, 
continuing regularly; “The Ivory 
Door” will close at the Hopkins 
Thursday night: “Bottled in Bond” 
will close at the Klaw Saturday; 
Whispering Friends” closed at the 
Hudson Saturday. 

In the Agencies 

Two attractions were added to 
the tickets buys by the premium 
agencies. They are “Diplomacy,” a 
revival which opened at Erlangers, 
and “Grand Street Follies,” at the 
Booth. The list otherwise is the 
Same as last week: “The Bachelor 
Father” (Belasco), “Here’s Howe” 
(B roadhurst), “Good News” 
(Chanin’s 46th St.), “The Happy 
Husband” (Empire), “She Stoops 
to Conquer” (Erlanger’s), “Rain or 
Shine” (Geo. M. Cohan), “Our Bet- 
ters” (Henry Miller), “Strange In- 
terlude” (John Golden), “Present 
Arms” (Mansfield), “The Three 
Musketeers” (Lyric), “Coquette” 
(Maxine Elliott), “Rosalie’ (New 
Amsterdam), “A Connecticut Yan- 
kee (Vanderbilt), “Greenwich Vil- 


lage Follies” (Winter Garden), 
Show Boat” (Ziegfeld). 
Cut Rates 


All of last week’s entrants are 
among the cut-rate tickets, includ- 
ing the repeat date of “The Road to 
Rome.” The list: “My Maryland” 
(Casino), “The Five o’Clock Girl” 
(Shubert), “Columbia Burlesque” 
Olumbia), “Blackbirds of 1928” 
(Liberty), “The Shannons of Broad- 
way” (Martin Beck), “The Ivory 
Door” (Hopkins), “Excess Baggage” 


(Ritz), “Bottlea” (Klaw), “Paris 
Bound” (Musie Box), “Skidding” 
(Bijou), “The Road to Rome” 


(Playhouse), “Our Betters” (Henry 
Miller), “Get Me in the Movies” 
(Carroll), “Marriage on Approval’ 
‘Edyth Totten), “Burlesque” 
(Plymouth), “The Skull” (Forrest), 
The Scarlet Fox” (Masque), “Do- 
rian Gray” (Biltmore), ‘The Silent 
House” ( Morosco), “Anna” (Lyceum), 
Ten Nights in a Barroom” (Wal- 
lack’s), 
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Keep Houses Open 


‘Dugan” in the play “Mary Dugan” 


Visit te Opera Star 
Starts Separation Suit 


St. Louis, May 29. 

A visit which Mrs. Maude H. 
Guggenheim, wife of Dr. Louis K. 
Guggenheim, local nose and throat 
specialist, made to the New York 
apartment of Edward Johnson, 
Metropolitan opera star, formed the 
crux of the separate maintenance 
suit of Mrs. Guggenheim, heard in 
the Court of Domestic Relations 
here by Circuit Judge Hall. 

Guggenheim, in defending the 
suit for $500 a month and custody 
of their two children filed by Mrs. 
Guggenheim, set forth in his an- 
swer to his wife’s petition that 
Mrs. Guggenheim visited Johnson’s 
apartment in New York City and 
wads seen with him at other places 
on other occasions. 

On the witness; stand Mrs. Gug- 
geenheim testified that she knew 
Johnson and his wife before her 
own marriage. She testified that 
she called at the Metropolitan opera 
Louse to see Johnson to renew that 
old acquaintanceship but found the 
singer had gone to his apartment. 
She admitted that she followed him 
there, but--denied that she and he 
were alone during her visit. She 
testified that when she and her hus- | 
band were on their second honey-~ 
hioon—they had been divorced in 
1922 and were remarried in 1924— 
her husband became ill and went to 
a sanitarium in California. She 
visited him there, she testified, and 
when she spoke of the beautiful 
scenery he scolded her in ~~ 
ence of others for talking too ffuch. 

On another occasion, she said, her 
husband scolded her for paying $1 
for a telegram informing him she 
was starting home to St. Louis from 
California. 

At a Symphony concert here, she 
said, her husband read a medical 
journal throughout the concert. 


Cherryman’s Watch Stolen 
In Lambs Club, Returned 


Rex Cherryman, who plays “Johnny 


mysteriously recovered his $500 wrist 
watch, apparently stolen from. him. 
Who the sender was could not be 
learned. Cherryman reported 
loss of his timepiece to detectives 
Jim Fitzpatrick and Steve Love of 
the West 47th street station. 
Cherryman, May 7, reported to 
Fitzpatrick that while he was at 
the Lambs Club, his watch disap- 
peared from his room, He, with 


friends, began a search for the 
watch but their efforts proved 
futile. 

A few days later a_ package 


arrived at the Lambs addresed to 
Cherryman. The latter opened it 
and there was his missing timepiece. 
Nothing on the package to indicate 
the sender. 


De Haven Bankrupt 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

Carter De Haven’s long standing 
financial difficulties finally wound 
up by the actor-producer declaring 
himself broke and filing a petition 
in voluntary bankruptcy. 

In the usual form, De Haven de- 
clared he was willing tc turn over 
all of his property to creditors. He 
has 10 days in which to file a sched- 
ule of his assets and liabilities. De 
Haven’s marital troubles are among 
other things that have been bother- 
ing him of late. 

His wife, Flora Parker De Haven, 
has been bringing him into courts 
for failure tc keep up his separate 
maintenance payments. Their di- 
vorce suit is pending. 


BREHANY’S CAPITOL, FRISCO 
San Francisco, May 29. 
Jack Brehany is taking over the 


Capitol here under a long term lease. 
The deal ,is being closed with the 
Commercial Central Realty Co. of | 
which Abe Ruff is the principal fac- | 
tor. 
Brehany takes possession June 10, | 
Capitol is winding up its most 
precarious season due, primarily, to 
inability to secure suitable legit at- | 
tractions and so forced to play a 
pictures and mediocre stage plays. 
Currently Brehany is sponsorin- 
“Anpearances,” in its 10th week, and | 
making money. j 


‘tax admission change 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Scandals” (George White). 


“Chopin’s Romance” (Shu- 
berts). 
“Hold Everything” (Aarons 


and Freedley). 

“A Man With Red Hair” (A. 
H. Woods). 

“By Request” 
Cohan). 

“Say When” (Marbury and 
Reed). 

“Bare Facts” (Kathleen Kirk- 
wood). 

“The Fast Worker” (Adams 
& Walling). 

‘The Brass Ring” (Dilling- 
ham & Golden). 


JOE HARRIS FOUND 
IN LAKE MICHIGAN 


‘Loophound’ Despondent After 
Wife Divorced Him—Was 
Brother of C. K. Harris 


(George M. 


Chicago, May 29. 
The body of Joseph Marvel Har- 
ris, known better to the Loop as 
Joe, was found May 21 in Lake 
Michigan, He had been missing six 
weeks, 
It is believed Joe committed sui- 


cide. He had been despondent since 
his wife, Eva B. Harris, divorced 
him. In Joe’s pockets were found 
newspaper clippings referring to her 
and a Friars Club membership card. 

Joe Harris has a lengthy theatri- 
cal record. He is the brother of 
Charles K. Harris, songwriter, and 
at one time acted as manager for 
his brother’s music publishing firm. 
He had been manager of the La 
Salle theatre and interested in the 
production of “Louisiana Lou” and 
“The College Widow.” Every news- 
paper critic in Chicago was a friend 
of Joe, and he was the pal of the 
late BH] Pinkerton and Harry Rid- 
ings. 

Lately Harris had been associated 
with George K. Spoor in the devel- 
opment of third dimension and nat- 
ural color pictures. 

When returns on his ventures 
once lifted him into the millionaire 
class, Joe remained the Loophound 
he had been before. Eventually the 
greater part of his fortune slipped 
away, but nothing seemed to affect 
Joe until his wife secured her di- 
vorce. 

His former wife, two brothers, 
and a daughter, Josephine, survive 
him, 


Harris Alternating Players 


Although Jed Harris has officially 
abandoned his plan for a reper- 
tery company until next year, he 
has worked out an idea along the 
same lines for his first two produc- 
tions of the coming season, “Front 
Page” and “Honor Bound.” Several 
members of each cast will appear 
in both plays, exchanging roles at 
regular intervals, probably every 
two weeks. 

Phyllis Povah and Osgood Per- 
kins, both in “Front Page” on its 
recent tryout, will also appear in 
the other play, alternating with 
players as yet unknown, as the piece 
has not been cast except for Ruth 
Gordon and Roger Pryor. 


66 
Pepping Up “Captive 
Detroit, May 29. 
Not content with chancing show- 
ing of the play itself in face of the 
censorship attitude, the Shubert De- 


‘troit, where “The Captive” opened 


Sunday, cut loose with a red hot 
lobby ballyhoo. 

The inner and outer display has 
a series of drawings of women, 
nude but for sprays of violets. 


$3 TAX TOP STANDS 


Washington, May 22. 
The Senate has approved the $3 
in the Tax 
Bill. 

This will probably be accepted 
hy the House, with the admission 
top for the 10 percent tax addition 
left at $3. 


CHORUS EQUITY MEETING 

The Chorus Equity Association 
will hold its annual meeting in the 
headquarters of the association, 110 
West 47th street, at 2 p. m., June 2. 


Equity’s Annual Meeting Settles 
Regulations Over Here for Aliens 


Wife’s Spies Jam Up 
Syracuse Stock Leads 


Syracuse, N. Y., May 29. 

Scandal cast its shadow over the 
Frank Wilcox Company here on 
Saturday when Syracuse police, in- 
vestigating a story told by Janet 
Regal, the troupe’s leading woman, 
that she had been attacked in her 
apartment by three “thugs,” an- 
nounced the trio were private de- 
tectives in the employ of Etta Hez- 
litt, in private life wife of Robert 
E. Lawrence, Wilcox second man. 

Both Miss Regal, who was Miss 
San Francisco in 1923 at Atlantic 
City, and Mr. Lawrence closed with 
the Wieting company on Saturday 
night. 

That Miss Regal was departing 
was announced by the management 
on Friday, with the explanation that 
she was in a highly nervous con- 
dition and required treatment and 
a rest. Lawrence is said to have 
been summarily dismissed by the 
management after the police an- 
nouncement reached the papers. 

First intimation of the Jam came 
on Thursday when the local papers 
reported the “attack” upon Miss Re- 
gal by thugs, who, according to her 
story, broke into her apartment at 
4 o'clock that morning. Lawrence 
subsequently appeared on the scene, 
and a call for the police resulted. 
During the argument, Miss Rega) 
hit one of the private detectives 
over the head with a bottle, sending 
him home and to bed. 

The police accepted Miss Regal’s 
version of the thugs, it is said, until 
one of ihe private sleuths appeared 
at headquarters to make a report. 

The detectives, it is said, had been 
trailing Lawrence for some time. 
Mrs. Lawrence, who herself has ap- 
peared with the Wilcox company 
several seasons, lives in Cambridge, 
Mass. Her absence from the city 
this year had been explained by “ill- 
ness.” 

Miss Regal is the daughter of 
Edna Mason, stage and screen ac- 
tress. She appeared in the Follies 
in 1923 and in “Kid Boots” the fol- 
lowing year. 


Free Meal Goes With 
Frisco Theatre Ducat 


San Francisco, May 29. 

Now they’re giving away free 
meals with theatre admissions here. 

Jack Brehany, veteran showman, 
who is sponsoring “Appearances” at 
the Capitol, has worked out the new 
racket. With every orchestra seat 
for evening performance, at $1.65, 
ard every front row balcony 
seat scaled at a $1.10 a dinner 
may be had in conjunction at no 
extra cost at Tait’s restaurant, 
next door to the Capitol, or 
any other of the Tait downtown 
restaurants. 

All that is necessary to secure 
the free meal is to buy a ticket for 
the night show, proceed to the cafe 
and after partaking of a substan- 
tial “Blue Plate Jinner’ priced at 
around 75 or 85 cents (or the equiv- 
alent amount in an ala carte meal); 
show the theatre admission ticket 
to the cafe cashier. 

3rehany was for four year with 
the Southern Pacific railroad din- 
ing car service before entering 
show business. 


GEO. M. RIVER TROUPER 


Will Play Two Weeks on Friend’s 
Showboat 


Charleston, W. Va., May 29. 


George M. Cohan will y@ay the 
leading role in “Broadway Jones” 
en Billy Bryant’s Showboat next 


August. Bryant’s Showboat is now 
in southern West Virginia playing 
along the Kanawha River. 

Bryant and Cohan are old friends. 
The New York producer has prom- 
ised to do “Broadway Jones” for 
Bryant for two weeks in August, 
3ryant says. Cohan will join the 
Showboat at or near Cincinnati. 


Lynn Fontanne’s Vacation 


Lynn Fontanne will leave the cast 
of “Strange Interlude”, July 4, for 
a vacation. She is due to go on 
tour with a Theatre Guild company 
in the fall. 


actress. 


Her role in “Interlude” j 


Equity at its annual meeting at 
the Hotel Astor Monday made 
amendments to its constitution, es- 
tablishing a limitation on foreign 
actors (principally British), appoint- 
ed a committee to review the Jeanne 
Eagels case, discussed the matter of 
playing Sundays in New York and 
elected officers for the ensuing sea- 
son. 

Under the rules Equity could have 
retried Jeanne Eagels before the 
membership at large but it was 
thought best to have a committee 
review the proceedings of the Coun- 
cil which suspended the star from 
good standing for18 months. Henry 
Uterhart, counsel for Miss Eagels, 
addressed the meeting, stating his 
ciient had not been permitted to 
plead her own case before the Coun- 
cil. He stated she had “been pun- 
ished” sufficiently and that her en- 
forced idleness had cost her about 
$50,000 to date. Miss Pagels was not 
present. She was suspended upon 
allegations that in violation of 
ethics she. forced the closing of “Her 
Cardboard Lover,” the star failing to 
appear in Milwaukee or St. Louis. 

A committee of nine was ap- 
pointed, four women players and five 
male members, This committee 
cannot override the Council's deci- 
sion, It has the power to recom- 
mend that the term of suspension 
be modified. The committee is to 
report to the Council at the end of 
three calendar months. If its find- 
ings do not concur with the Coun- 
cil’s action a general meeting may 
be called in the autumn by the 
Council for further action, although 
the next general meeting may not 
actually be called until next May. 

The matter of Sunday perform- 
ances was referred to a committee, 
following the motion of George 
Roesner. 

Foriegn Players 

Amendments to the constitution 
covering the new rules covering 
foreign actors were gone over care- 
fully, since the rules are partially 


retroactive. Hereafter only resi- 
dent aliens will have the same 
privileges as American players. 


Those who have not that legal 
standing but who have played 100 
weeks between Jan. 1, 1923, to Jan. 
1, 1928, will be permitted equal rat- 
ing. 

Otherwise no alien actor may 
play but one engagement at a 
time, after which he must remain 
inactive in this country for at least 
six months, whether the engage- 
ment be for a few weeks or a long 
run. That restriction does not ap- 
ply to all foreign companies enter- 
ing this country as a unit, although 
all such players mugt join Equity. 

The committee to review the 
Eagels’ case consists of Reginald 
Barlow, Malcolm Duncan, Mary 
Shaw, Emma Dunn, John Kline, 
Dodson Mitchell, Irene Osler, Harry 
Browne and Helen Lackaye, 

Officers re-elected for another 
year are John Emerson, president; 
Ethel Barrymore, first vice; Grant 


Mitchell, second vice; Grant Stew- 
art, recording secretary, and Frank 
Gillmore, treasurer. 

Ten new members were elected 
for the council: Arthur’ Byron, 
Katherine Emmet, Arthur Hohl, 


Robert Kelly, Frank McGlynn, Flor- 


ence Nash, Purnel Pratt, Thomas 
W. Ross, Effie Shannon, Oscar 
Shaw, Clarke Silvernail, George 
Arliss. 


About 2,100 members attended 
the meeting. The total number in 
good standing was set at 7,775, 
about the same as in former sea- 
sons. 


50,000 Oakleys 


Chicago, May 29. 
In an effort to build business 
through chatter, the Woods theatre, 
situated in Chicago’s loop, issued 
50,600 passes. The house, usually 
,playing legit, is now using the Mc- 
Call- Bridge musical comedy players 
and a feature picture. 
Passes were circulated 
industria] centers, the 
line-up out front resembled 
in front of the Oriental on 
Saturdays.” 
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PRINCESS COMING DOWN, 
LOSER FOR 18 YEARS 


Comstock and Gest’s Importa- 
tions for Next Season— 
“Ladies in Hades” 


The Princess, best known of 
Broadway's little theatres, operated 
for commercial show purposes, has 
passed. F. Ray Comstock and Mor- 
ris Gest, who used it and the offices 
upstairs as a headquarters, have 
vacated, taking offices at 1776 Broad- 
way, near Columbus Circle. 

Comstock operated the Princess, 
299-seater, for 18 years, during 
which time it failed to show a profit. 
The lease extended another three 
years, but possession was turned 
over to the Tishman interests. 
The are to build a large office build- 
ing on that site and adjoining prop- 
erty. At its best the Princess was 
used to establish the intimate type 
of musical comedy, such as “Very 
Good, Eddie” and “Oh Boy,” both 
big winners on tour. With he 
razing of the Princess only Maxine 
Elliott's remains on che block, al- 
though the Casino extends eastward 
on the south side from Broadway. 
The Elliott is said to be on the 
market, with the asking price $900,- 
000, one-third more than bid two 
years ago. 

Importations 

Comstock and Gest will become 
active again next season. They 
have secured the stage rights to 
“Ladies in Hades,” a book of re- 
cent publication, but already in its 
12th printing. The general idea is 
the conduct of famous women in 
Hell. They may, too, bring over 
what is described as a Japanese 
“Chauve-Souris.” Comstock leaves 
this week for Kobe with that object 
in mind. 

Gest sails this week for England. 
probably in connection with the im- 
portation of the Shakespeare Play- 
ers next season, as reported in Va- 
riety last week, 

Mikit2 Balieff and his “Chauve- 
Souris” sailed for Paris last Fri- 
‘day, following a 32 weeks‘ Ameri- 
can tour, which included the coast. 
The troupe is expected back next 
season, 


Jessie Bonstelle Co., 
Detroit, Goes Civic 


Detroit, May 29. 

Jessie Bonstelle. who made a for- 
tune as a stock impresario, has 
made her renowned Bonstelle com- 
pany into a civie effort and will 
continue at its elm on a salary 
basis. 

The new venture is to be known 
as the Detroit Civic Theatre. It 
will be a non-profit affair. After 
salaries are paid and expenses met, 
surplus will be devoted to free per- 
formances for school children and 
to other beneficient purposes. 

A subscription ccmpaign to raise 
$200,000, similar to that conducted 
for Eva LeGallienne’s enterprise in 
New York, will open June 11 for 10 
days. 

The dollar-a-year memberships 
entitle the holders to 10 per cent 
discount. In the event the number 
of 50,000 in membeiship is reached 
the discount rate will be increased 
to 33% on Monday, Tuesday, 20 per 
cent Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday, and on Ssturday and Sun- 
day 10 per. 

A $100 membe «hip involves the 
privilege of vo'ing on the board, 


while donors of $500 will have their | 


names inscribed on a special tablet 
in the lobby of the theatre. 

The Detroit Civic theatre now has 
the Playhouse on a five-year lease, 
with an option to purchase the 
property at the end of the third 
year. 


AHEAD AND BACK 


Ed. E. Pidgeon is out as p. a. 
for Lew Fields “Present Arms.” 
Mare Lachmann is handling it, re- 
turning to Dilingham in the fall for 
the Fred Stone show. 

Charles Willetts is out again after 
a severe illness. He had a close call, 
and several bloud transfusions were 
necessary to save his life. When he 
was taken to a hospital in Wash- 
ington, Vicior Kiraly, manager of 
Ziegfeld’s ‘three Musketeers” in 
New York, assuined his duties with 
the “Rita’’ show in Boston. 

Janet Spitzer. press work for Ed- 
win H. Knopf. 

George publicity jor 
“Good Boy” (Arthur Hammerstein). 


Failures of 1927-1928 


“The King Can Do No Wrong” 
“The Centuries” 
“Tenth Avenue” 
“Babies a la Carte” 
“A la Carte” 

“What the Doctor Ordered” 
“Greenwich Villagers” 
“Footlights” 

“Blood Money” 

“Such Is Life” 

“Mr. Romeo” 
“Pickwick” 

“Yellow Sands” 
“Revelry” 

“Half a Widow” 
“Wild Man of Borneo” 
“Ten Per Cent” 
“Triumphant Bachelor” 
“Enchanted Isle” 
“Creoles” 
“Speakeasy” 
“Jimmy's Women" 
“Black Velvet” 
“Garden of Eden" 
“Uninvited Guest” 
“Murray Hill” 
“Romancing Round" 
“House of Women” 
“Yes, Yes, Yvette” 
“Hidden” 

“Jacob Slovak” 

“My Princess” 

“Take My Advice” 
“John” 

“Wicked Age” 

“The Fanaties” 

“The Stairs" 

“One Shot Fired” 
“The Marquise” 
“Spellbound” 

“New York" 

“Tia Juana” 

“People Don't Do Such Taings” 
“Delmar’s Revels” 
“Storm Centre” 
“Kallen Angels” 
“Trigger” 

“Out of the Sea” 
“The Banshee" 
“Happy” 

“Brass Buttons” 
“Los Angeles” 
“Spring Song” 
“Playing the Game" 
“The Love Nest” 
“Caste” 

“What Do We Know~’ 
“Sisters” 

“Bless You, Sister" 
“Celebrity” 
“Paradise” 

“It Is to Laugh” 
“Venus” 

“White Eagle” 
“Reckless Women" 
“Mongolia” 

“The Prisoner” 

“Red Dust” 

“She's My Baby” 


“Diversion” 

“A Free Soul” 
“Mirrors” 

“The Patriot” 

“Distant Drum” 

“Carry On" 

“We Never Learn” 

“87 Bowery” 

“The Mystery Man” 
“So Am I” 

“Salvation” 

“Optimists” 

“La Gringa” 

“Meek Mose” 

“Atlas and Eva” 
*Parisiana” 
“Quicksand” 

“These Modern Women" 
“The Clutehing Claw” 
“Hot Pan” 

“Spring 3100" 

“Maya’”’ 

“Rope” 

“Sh, the Octopus” 
“The Wrecker" 
“Marriage on Approval" 
“The Furies” 

“The Great Necker” 
“Napoleon” 

Killers” 

“Veils” 

“The Buzzard” 
**12,000"" 

“Behavior of Mrs. Crane” 
“Divorce a la Carte” 
“Bottled” 

“Forbidden Roads” 
“Lady for a Night” 
“The Breaks” 

“Him” 

“KBox Seats” 

“Kidding Kidders” 
“The Golden Age” 
“The Skull” 

“Waltz of the Dogs” 
Hatters” 

“Anna’ 

“Get Me in the Movies” 
“Dorian Gray” 
“Skidding” 

“High Gear” 
“Synthetie Sin” 

“Just Fancy” 

“White Lights” 

“The Springboard” 
“The Matrimonial Bed" 
“Skin Tteep” 

“Out of the Night” 
“Love in the Tropics” 
‘Weather Clear, Track Faust’ 
“The Belt’ 

‘The Love Call” 

“The Wasps Nest" 

“The Miuibervy Bush” 
“Immoral Isabella” 
“Behold This Dreamer’ 
“The Arabian’ 

“Ink” 


Mrs. B. C. Shields, 70, Travels In 
Wheel Chair to See Daughter 


Milwaukee, May 29. 
Traveling from New Orleans to 
Milwaukee, held fast in a wheel 


chair, Mrs. Bernard C. Shields, for- 
mer actress, arrived here in time 
to see the debut of her daughter, 
Sydney Shields, in Richard Ben- 
nett’s new play, “The People,” 
which opened at the Davidson Sun- 
day night. Aged and ill, Mrs. Shields 
was placed in bed as soon as she 
arrived here, but demanded to be 
wheeled to the theatre for the open- 
ing performance. She is over 70. 
Mrs. Shields, known to the stage 
more than a half century ago as 
Bessie Bernard, claims to be the 
first woman press agent in the 
country. She embarked on a career 
as a newspaper woman in New York 
in 1883, answering an ad in the 
“Dramatic Mirror” at that time, 
which stated W. W. Kelly wanted a 
woman press agent to go in advance 
of his new star, Grace Hawthorne. 


Future Plays 


“The People,” starring Richard 
Bennett, opens in Erie, Pa. If suc- 
cessful it will be taken to Chicago 
for a run. Clarke Silvernail is the 
author of the play, but has written 
it under two nomme de plumes. 

“Movies,” by Irving Kaye Davis, 
will reach production next month 
via Beaux Arts Productions, Inc. 
Piece now casting and due for re- 
hearsal in two weeks. : 


The same producing firm will also 
sponsor a revival of “Veils,” which 
had a brief run some months. ago 
at the Forrest, New York. 


“The Girl From Childs,” musical. 
is being readied for another try, 
with James C. Peede this time fig- 
uring as producer. 

The piece is a musical version of 
a stock bill authored by Archa Col- 
by and Al Jackson. It was tried 
out last season, but withdrawn be- 
fore coming into New York. 


“Children of The Gutter” will be 
Mae West's next fling at playwright 
ing with James A. Timoney figuring 
as producer. The piece will be given 
a late summer tryout. Miss West 
will not appear in the cast, but will 
remain with “Diamond Lil.” 


After seeing “Jimmie’s Women” 
on the road, Myron C. Fagan is 
getting rehearsals underway for 
his next within two weeks. It is 
tentatively titled “Power,” by him- 
self. Fagan says that the play will 
probably be released under “The 
Great Power” so as not to confiict 
with the novel of the same name. 

Al Woods is putting “The Shang- 
hai Gesture” with Shea’s Empire 
stock in Brooklyn. Only two of the 
original cast remain. Lina Abar- 
hanell and Conrad Kantzin have 
the leads. The show is booked in 
for a week, and probably a tryout 
preparatory to sending the show on 
the road with the present cast next 
season. 


Crosby Gaige is to produce this 
fall a dramatization of Vina Del- 
mar’s novel, “Bad Girl.” It won 
the Guild prize and has come in 
for a heap of publicity. 

The “Great Necker,” comedy, 
tried out on the subway circuit re- 
cently, may be set to music for 
fall production by the Shuberts. 
Cleo Mayfield and Cecil Lean have 
been mentioned as leads. 

S. L. Simpson is trying again as 
legit producer with “The Lawyer's 
Dilemma,” by Seamoan Lewis, as 
the attraction. Simpson previously 
figured as author-producer of “Ba- 
bies a la Carte.” 

Lew Cantor has taken over “The 


immoral Woman,” announced for 
production through other sources, 
as his rext legit production. He 


will produce the piece in July. 

“Hold Everything,” a@ musical 
comedy by De Sylva, Brown and 
Henderson, will be produced by 
Aarons and Freedley this summer 

Russ Brown, formerly of Brown 
and Whittaker of vaudeville, and 
Bert Lahr, have been signed. 

The same firm will produce a new 
musical comedy this fall starring 
Gertrude Lawrence. Fred Thomp- 
son and Paul Gerard Smith will 
write the book, and George and Ira 
Gershwin, the music and lyrics. 

Herman P. Shumlin’s next pro- 
duction will be “By Royal Appoint- 
ment,” comedy, by C. Stafford Dick- 
ens, for fall showing. Ian Keith 
will be featured and support, Jessie 
Royce Landis, Hubert Druce, Char- 
lotte Granville and Beatrice Terry. 


“The Ringside,” the new Gene 
Buck play, goes into rehearsals 
within the next two weeks, | 


| Irene Delroy, with “Here's Howe,” 


| 
| 
| 
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Eltinge Returns to Woods; 
Leasing Firm Dissolved 


Friday the Eltinge, New York, will 
revert to A. H. Woods as the result 
of the disintegration of the firm of 
Barbour, Crimmins & Bryant, oper- 
ating the house under a lease from 
Woods. E. L. Barbour, who appears 
to have lost most of the money in- 


volved has gone to Maine. J. D. 
Crmmins, son of a former Tam- 
many leader, is in Paris, where 


Lester Bryant is also. 

When Bryant went abroad some 
months ago it was reported he was 
at odds with his partners over 
financial differences and that he 
was washed up with the firm. 3 

The Motion Picture Capital Co. 
financed the lease for the firm. 
Frank Wilson of that corporation is 
said to be the same who backed the 
Russian Cossack flop at Madison 
Square Garden last season. Through 
the Wilson interests a $60,000 de- 
posit was made with Woods. 

All that remains of the Barbour, 
Crimmins and Bryant production 
interests is 50 per cent. of the Chi- 
cago company of “Excess Baggage.” 
That company was sent out by the 
Shuberts under an equal sharing of 
the profits arrangement. No divi- 
dends are said to have been paid 
as yet. 

“Excess Baggage” 


The original “Excess Baggage” 
show, playing the Ritz, has been 
taken over by Robert Atkins, re- 
ported to represent downtown 
money and Jack Macgowan, the 
author, whose claim was based on 
failure to receive royalties. 

The trio firm started the season 
off with “Tenth Avenue,” which 
failed to make money. “It Is to 
Laugh” and “Excess Baggage” fol- 
lowed. The latter attraction was 
figured a sure thing here if properly 
handled. One error was the failure 
to spot the show at the Eltinge. 
‘ee Clutching Claw” was another 
try and a quick flop. 

“It Is to Laugh,” after a brief 
stay at the Eltinge, was again tried 
at the Forrest. Stage hands stepped 
in on the first Friday there and 
forced off the show. The Forrest 
engagement was supposed to have 
the backing of a group of East 
Siders, but the bank roll never ap- 
peared. 


3-a-Day at Woods 


Chicago, May. 29. 

The Woods, Loop legit, is on its 
new summer policy of musical com- 
edy stock with feature pictures. 

Opening bill has the McCall- 
Bridge Players in “Sally, Irene and 
Mary,” and “Circus Rookies” (M- 
G), first-run. Prices are 50 cents 
matinees, 60 cents evenings, and 75 
cents holidays. Weekly change, with 
three shows daily. 

The house is owned by 
Linick & Schaeffer, 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Betty Compton, now in “Funny 
face,” under contract to Aarons & 
Wreediey ‘for the new fall show. 


Jones, 


for same place. 
Don Dilloway, Lake Players, Sko- 


hegan, Me., June 4. 


SUMMER’S LIGHT OPERA 
BATTLE IN ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis, May 29. 

A battle royal between the light 
operatic forces gets under way here 
next week, when the Municipat 
Opera Company opens its 10th seq. 
son in the big outdoor theatre in 
Forest Park with “Princess Flavia,” 
and the Garden theatre, the beautiful 
outdoor playhouse just beyond the 
western city limits of St. Louis, 
opens under the direction of Charles 
Sinclair, with Leon Errol, Irving 
Fisher and other members of the 
orinigal “Sally” company present- 
ing that musical as the Garden's 
opening attraction, 

Included in the “Muny” cast for 
this summer are Leonora Allen, 
Alice MacKenzie, Dorothy Seegar, 
Bernice Mershon, Patricia O'’Con- 
nell, Sam Ash, Florenz Ames, Jos- 
eph Royer, Charles Gallagher, Wil- 
liam McCarthy, Lee Daly and an 
all-St. Louis chorus of 96 young 
men and women. 


Cort’s Receivership Gets 
Two Troupes in Wrong 


Cort theatre, Jamaica, in the 
throes of bankruptcy proceedings 
for some time, was temporarily 
forced shut Friday, with the conse- 
quent embarrassment of two at- 
tractions, Will.am Harris, Jr., was 
trying out “The Shot Gun Wed- 
ding,” and unable to complete the 
week, whilg the Wright Players 
were to have begun a summer stock 
engagement Monday, but found 
themselves without a theatre. 

It appears the Cort has been in 
the hands of a receiver since De- 
cember. The house started its first 
season as a part of the subway cir- 
cuit, but business dropped to ordi- 
nary figures. Unaware of the re- 
ceivership, William Wright, “Dusty” 
Miller and Warrane O'Hara paid 
$4,000 to John Cort, that money to 
be the last four weeks’ rent of the 
house for the Wright Players. Le- 
gal proceedings against Cort were 
intimated. 

Actors in Cold 

The Wright management endeav- 
ored to make a new deal with the 
receiver when they discovered the 
true state of affairs but were out- 
bid by Louis F. Werba, who an- 
nounced he had secured the Cort 
under a long term lease and who 
will open a stock there next Mon- 
day. That,left the Wright bunch 
completely out in the cold, with 
two weeks’ salary due to the play- 
ers engaged. Several actors had 
moved to Jamaica and rented apart- 
ments anticipating the summer's en- 
gagement. 

It was indicated that tickets sold 
for Friday and Saturday perform- 
ances of “Shot Gun Wedding” were 
not refunded. Werba, in an an- 
nouncement, offers to exchange such 
tickets for the first week of his 
stock season, which will open with 
“Rain.” That goes for tickets sold 
for this week, which was to start 
the Wright stock. 


Bondio in Waterbury 
J. H. Del Bondio opens summer 
stock June 4 in the Jacques, Water- 
bury, Conn., with “The Baby Cy- 
clone.” 


“Bachelor ether” 

“Three Mu: ‘teers” 

“Volpone” 

“Diamond Lil’ 

“Burlesque” 

“Ziegfeld Follies” 

“Present Arms” 

“(ood News” 

“Trial of Mary Dugan” 

“Strange Interlude” 

“The Silent House” 

“Rain or Shine” 

“The Command to Love” 
o’Clock Girl” 


“Whispering Iriends” 
“Keep Shufftling” 

“The Scarlet Fox” 

“The Happy Husband” 
“Her First Affaire” 
“Women Go On Forever” 
“My Maryland” 

“Four Walls” 

“The Letter” 

“The Madcap” 

“Sunny Days” 

“The Queen's Husband" 
“Cock Robin" 

“Shannons c? Broadway” 
“Sidewalks of New York" 
“Blackbirds of 1928” 
“The Baby Cyclone” 


Successes of 1927-1928 


Intermediate Successes 
(Moderate Runs) 


“Manhattan Mary” 
“Merry Malones” 
“Dracula” 

“Porgy” 

“Escape” 
“Connecticut Yankee’ 
“Coquette” 

“Doctor's Dilemma” 
“Funny Face” 
“Paris Bound” 
“Show Boat”. 
“The Royal Family” 
“Rosalie” 

“Artists and Models” 


“Chauve-Souris” 
“Excess Baggage” 
“The 19th Hole” 
“Interference” 

“The Ivory Door" 
“Taming of the Shrew” 
(Modern Dress) 

“And So To Bed” 
“Nightstick” 

“Take the Air” 

“The Racket” 

“Golden Dawn" 
“Here’s Howe" 
“Behold the Bridegroom” 
“Lovely Lady” 

“Marco Millions” 

“G. V. Follies” .« 
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LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY 51 


= 


Dramatic Box Score 


For the season considered ended 
Jast Saturday (May 26), Variety's 
final box score is based upon 199 
new plays opening during the 27-28 
period. That is exclusive of re- 
vivals, little theatre and repertoire 
productions. Of the strictly com- 
mercial plays and gauged as Va- 
riety does by their box office life 
or value, 136 were outright failures, 
28 were hits and 33 set down as 
intermediate successes or moderate 
run shows. This gives a total of 
61 successes and continues the ap- 
proximate average of legit hits and 
flops, one success in three produc- 
tions. 

J. Brooks Atkinson, winner this 
geason, stood 9th on the final score 
of last season, while his paper “The 
Times,” without critic named, the 
season before (25-26) was last in 
the box score. A year ago Mr. At- 
kinson’s score was .631 from 107 
new plays. Of that number he was 
eorrect in his opinion on 79, wrong 
22 times, and failed to give a de- 
cided expression on six shows. In 
his present score, Atkinson reviewed 
94 of the new crop, correctly 81 
times, missed on 12, and passed up 
but one. 

Percy Hammond, “Herald-Trib- 
une,” fourth last season, leaps into 
second place, ‘Mr. Hammond is a 
most consistent reviewer. This 
season of 95 new plays criticized, 
he was accurate in his estimate on 
79 and erred in 16, without failing 
to give a positive opinion on cach 


days after the plays had opened. 
Mr. Coleman alleged illness, and it 
was known that he was confined to 
his hotel for some time. His re- 
views, however, appeared more 
promptly after he left the box score, 
and his recerd was continued to 
completion, he reaching .740, but 
not included in the final score. 
Winchell’s Case 

A similar occurrence with Walter 
Winchell keeps Winchell out of the 
final compilation. Winchell’s score 
would have been .867. He emphat- 
ically denied that he had picked his 
spots in catching shows when Va- 
riety printed one of the f®asons he 
had been dropped. The other rea- 
son was that Winchell had been no- 
tified to remain out of Shubert the- 
atres and was thereby unable to 
take the run of the new plays as 
they entered New York. 

Winchell as a Broadway drifter 
is not unlike Variety's critics in 
procuring an advance line on in- 
coming-attractions. But, unlike Va- 
riety’s critics, who are assigned, 
Winche?! has his own choice of se- 
lection as dramatic editor of “The 
Graphic.” The facts appeared to be 
against him despite his denial on the 
picking thing. 

Variety’s Brutal Score 

Variety’s standing for this season 
is brutal for a trade paper. Of 199 
plays caught by Variety’s miscel- 
laneous mob of “critics” 27 were 
called wrong, an unholy number, 
perhaps accounted for by either golf 
or night clubs. It let Variety 7own 


one. Last season Hammond saw |to .814 as against .863 last season, 
$3, guessed right 73 times, wrong 17,/not any too fancy, either. Three 
Box Score Winners 
SR. R. Ww. Oo. Pct. 
'23-'24 CRAIG 53 19 6 677 
*24-'25 POLLOCK (Brooklyn “Eagle”) 97 73 24 
°25-'26 GABRIEL (“Sun’’) ....cccccee 109 90 18 1 
(“Sun”) 106 90 15 ae .857 
°27-°28 ATKINSON (“Times”) 94 81 12 1 .862 


and slipped one over without let- 
ting the world know what he 
thought of it. 

Gilbert Gabriel, “Sun,” two-time 
winner in Variety’s box score for 
the previous seasons, slides into 
third place this time. Last season 
Gabriel caught 105 plays as against 
92 this season. Mr. Gabriel's un- 
matched record of twice forging 
ahead as the best season’s fore- 
caster in New York, holds another 
unparalleled mark of not having 
failed to utter for three successive 
seasons a definite impression of 
every show reviewed by him. 


Mantle Set Down 

Burns Mantle, “News,” loses his 
lead this season as the tmest in- 
dustrious reviewer through seeing 
the most plays, with the late Alan 
Dale, “American,” topping the list 
in that respect with 122. Burns 
Saw 111 this season as against his 
high of 148 last season. 

John Anderson moved from the 
“Post” to the “Evening Journal” in 
the middle of the season. Leonard 
Hall, “Telegram,? is a mid-season 
starter, having been called from 
Washington to “The Telegram.” 


Alexander Woollcott, now of “The 
World,” dropped to 8th position for 
this box score as against his final 
7th position last season, with his 
wevious percentage, .740, and his 
present, .673. 

E. W. Osborne, “Eve. World,” ele- 
vated himself by one spot for the 
current season with his percentage- 
showing, however, a much greater 
increase than the single changed 
position indicates. Last season Os-, 
borne concluded with .612, while 
now he has .709. 

Additionally to Mr. Atkinson be- 
ing the first critic of a morning 
daily to head the box score since it 
was innovated five years ago, his 
winning score, .862, is the highest 
ever achieved by a box score 
leadev. 

Morning Dailies 

Messrs. Atkinson and Hammond 
as the first couplet on the score 
disprove any belief that critics of 
the evening papers may be able to 
use their later edition dailies to the 
disadvantage of morning brethren. 
That was a belief so firmly held to 
by Variety’s scorers that two sea- 
sons ago Arthur Pollock of the 
Brooklyn “Eagle” was dropped from 
the box for the same cause, the 
Same as Robert Coleman, “Mirror,” 
was left out of the score in the 
Middle of this season for being 
tardy in turning in reviews. Cole- 
man’s reviews were printed pro- 
miscuously and frequently several 


daily men are before Variety’s com- 
bined score. 

About the only solace for Variety 
is Jack fPulaski’s peach record. 
Ibee improved his percentage with 
the same number of plays caught 
this season as last, 65. This time 
he missed on four, and last sea- 
son muffed five, leaving his present 
percentage at  .938, exceptional. 
Abel Green, for Variety, catching 
seven more plays this season than 
he did in ’26-'27, increased his per- 
centage from .784 to .886, another 
remarkable percentage. Jack Lait, 
with .786 last season, dropped to 
.750 this time, with four less plays 
seen by him in ’27-’28 than the sea- 
son before. 

Variety appears to have gone 
wrong with its intermittent critics, 
those of the staff sent to review 
plays when there’s a Monday night 
rush on. 

A flash summary of this season’s 
box score in comparison with other 
seasons’ would say that the New 
York -~itics of the dailies are grow- 
ing more reliable in their reviews 
as to the box office value of an at- 
traction. 

Public Taste 


Variety's conclusions as to suc- 
cess or failure of a legit show are 
entirely based upon the box office 
as the surest reflector of the pub- 
lic’s taste in amusement, at any 

As in other seasons and final 
scores, Variety’s recorder, with the 
assistance of two of Variety’s best 
informed staff members on the le- 
git, made up the list of percentages 
for the critics, also selecting the 
successes and failures of the sea- 
son. 

As customary, the box legit box 
score will be discontinued over the 
summer. It will be resumed with 
the opening of the new season. 


Miss Carver in Talker 


Los Angeles, Mzy 29. 

Catherine Carver, in the Coast 
company of “Hit the Deck,” has 
been signed by URiversal for one 
year. 

She will have a singing part in 
the ‘“‘Show Boat,” which Harry 
Pollard will direct for U. 


OLIVER BAILEY’S PLAY 


Oliver D. Bailey, lessee of the 
Republic, New York, will return to 
legit producing ranks with “Anna- 
belle’s Ancestors,” comedy, by 
Frank Russell and Julian Thomp- 
son. 

Piece now casting and due for 
out-of-town opening June 25. 


3 Shows Out 


An additional attraction joined 
Saturday’s closing list and at least 
two more will close this week. 

“Whispering Friends,” presented 
at the Hudson by George M. Cohan, 
was withdrawn after 14 weeks. At- 
traction did not gross exceptional 
money but was profitable at an 
averaze 2” $9,000 until lately, when 
it dropped under $7,000. 


“WHISPERING FRIENDS” 

Opened Feb. 20. Most of the 
critics picked another opening 
(to George M.’s_ freeiy ex- 
pressed disgust). Osborn (Eve. 
World) who came voted it 
“ofle of Mr. Cohan’s happiest 
efforts.” 

Variety (lIbee) thought: 
“Bright and funny with small 
cast and one set; ought to 
make the distance easily.” 


“The Ivory Door,” at the Charles 
Hopkins, by the latter, made a run 
of more than six months at the little 
theatrey playing extra matinees for 
most of the way. It will close 
Thursday. 

“Marco Millions,” presented ai 
the Guild by the Theatre Guild, 
will close Saturday, its 12th week. 
The show has been alternating with 
“Volpone,” the latter attraction 


“MARCO MILLIONS” 
Opened Jan. 9. Gist of com- 


ment indicated a_ beautiful 
production but rather duil 
drama. Littell (Post) was the 


outspoken, writing, “Sim- 
ple-minded, obvious and at 
times actually foolish.” 

Variety (Ibee) said: “Will 
add to the Guild’s reputation 
for doing fine things.” 


continuing regularly. ‘““Marco” aver- 
aged over $15,000 for most of the 
distance, dropping to $12,000 lately. 
While its production cost was not 
recovered, the attraction figures to 
be a winner on tour next seagon. 


$5,200 for W. C. Fields 


When the new Earl Carroil’s 
“Vanities” goes into rehearsal is 
still indeterminate, the producer 
scouting around for names. Beatrice 
Lillie is cold for the revue. The 


comedienne is currently in Paris. 
She will study Mazie Gay's stuff 
while abroad. 

W. C. Fields, mentioned as co- 
star, has signed with Carroll at $5,200 
weekly. Moran and Mack also g0 
with the revue. 

Fields explained his odd-figure 
salary, saying he had heard some- 
one else had been engaged by Car- 
roll for $5,000 weekly and he de- 
manded top money. It is the high- 
est revue salary for Broadway, al- 
though Al Jolson got double that 
in Chicago in “A Night in Spain” 
and Marilyn Miller is getting $5,000 
and a percentage in “Rosalie.” 

What with big cast salaries and 
record priced showgirls, Carroll is 
said to have fixed the “Vanities” 
admission scale of $11 top, but 
whether that price applies to the 
entire lower floor is not definite. 
The revue is due Aug. 15 at the 
Carroll. 

Miss Lillie is reported to appear 
in “This Year of Grace,” C. B. 
Cochran’s smash London revue, 
which is to be done in New York 
by Arch Selwyn. Miss Lillie is in 
Paris at present going over the 
skits with Noel Coward, who 
authored the “Grace” bits. Coward 
or Jack Buchanan may appear in 
the American presentation of the 
revue. Gertrude Lawrence may be 
secured for the Selwyn presenta- 
tion also. 


‘Otto Kahn Behind 


Provincetown Group? 


It is said Otto Kahn may back 
the Provincetown Players next sea- 
son. Negotiations are on, and on 
the strength of them the Players 
have determined on an ambitious 
program for next season. 

They contemplate doing “Lazarus 
Laughed,” costing at least $75,000 
to put on. One of the girl workers 
of the Players will svlicit funds 
over the summer from all the toni- 
est people in town whom, it is 
thought, are inciined to follow in 
Kahn’s footsteps. 

To round out their present the- 
atrical season, the Players are like- 
ly to attempt the production of a 
satirical revue. However, this is to 
be a decidedly inexpensive sort of 
thing. 


Advance Agents ond Co. 
Mers. With A.F.L. Ideas 


With the idea of forming a union 
eration of Labor, about 70 advance 
agents and company managers as- 
sembled Sunday and were addressed 
by Hugh Frayne, New York state 
organizer tor the A. F. L. It was 
reported that those principally in- 
terested in the formation of the 
new union are company managers, 


recognized the American 


not eligible to Theatrical Press 
Representatives of America mem- 
bership. 

The latter’s membership of 350 


voted on the matter of unionization 
several months ago, the question 
being voted down three to one. 

The question of a franchise from 
the A. F. L. has not been thorough- 
ly gone into. If formed, the new 
“white collar’ union may come 
within the scope of the basic char- 
ter of the Four A’s (Associated Ac- 
tors and Artists of America), which 
is supposed to blanket the amuse- 
ment field. The Four A’s was 
formed to take over the charter of 
the old White Rats. Equity comes 
in under that charter, having a 
franchise from the Four A’s, as 
have the Hebrew Actors’ Union, the 
German Actors’ Union and _ the 
present White Rats. 

There was some surprise that the 
A. F. L. was interested in the for- 
mation of the press agents’ union 
because of its limited membership 
at best that mnst pay a per capita 
tax. 

The T. P. R. O. A. cannot be 
unionized under its present consti- 
tution, which provides that it shall 
not be affiliated with any other or- 
ganization. 


Shuberts Win on Prelim 
Points in Waldorf Suits 


Shubert Theatre Corp. scored a 
point in their two suits against the 


Waldorf Theatres Corp. when Jus- 
tice Valente sustained the Shuberts 
and ordered all counterclaims and 
defenses stricken out. The counter- 
claims totaled $500,000 on four 
counts for $125,000 each. 

Shuberte in one suit demand $50,- 
000, allegedly their 25 per cent in- 
terest in- the profits of $200,000, 
based on-an agreement dated Oct. 
18, 1926, and expiring in i: « 

Another suit is for the recovery of 
$7,000, one of the instalments on a 
$35,000 loan made by Shuberts to 
Waldorf to be repaid in five equal 
payments. The installment fell due 
Nov. 15, last., 

Shuberts’ agreement with Waldorf, 
in consideration for the loan and 
other matters, provides for 25 per 
cent of the net profits and the privi- 
lege of booking the house, with the 
specific proviso to examine the de- 
fendant’s books to check up on the 
accountings. 

One of the counterclaims inter- 
posed by Harry H. Oshrin, on behalf 
of the Waldorf theatre, alleged con- 
spiracy with the landlord, the Mason 
Realty Co., Inc. 


“CHOPIN” FOR SUMMER 


“Chopin,” the musica] the Shu- 
berts are about to produce, will 
probably attempt to remain in At- 
lantic City during July. 


“CAPTIVE” GETS 
SHUBERT 


Stair Barred Play From 
Detroit, Is Report 


Detroit, May 29. 
ignoring protests 
against “The Captive,” Lieut. Lester. 
Potter, chief police censor of De- 
troit, permitted the show to open at 
the Shubert Detroit Sunday night 
in order to judge reaction at the 
opening and see for himselt. Potter 
had not viewed the show previous 
to its reaching here. 

“The Captive” is presentecd here 
by Manheim Productions. lh finally 
procured an open date in town at 
the Shubert Detroit after three 
other houses in which the Shuberts 
are interested in were reported to 
have refused to play it. The thea- 
tres to turn it down were the Cass, 
Lafayette and Garrick, in which 
the Shuberts are affiliated with B. 
PD. Stair. The Stair people were re- 
ported as the objectors to the show. 

Stair is not interested in the Shu- 
bert Detroit, this house being leased 
by Dave Nederlander who is in close 
contact with the Shubert boys. 


Temporarily 


Matter of Originals in 
Little Theatre Contes 


Waiter Hartwig, in charge of the 
annual Little Theatre Tournaments 
on Broadway, its sixth tourney oc- 
curring two weeks ago, is assem- 
bling the advisory council for the 
purpose of discussing the problem 
of eliminating original playlets from 
future tournaments. The general 
low standard of the originals in 
the last tourney made it a ques- 
tion whether or not Samuel French 
should be allowed by the judges 
to pay the two $200 cash awards 
in addition to publishing the prize- 
winning scripts. 

Hartwir's intention is to permit 
only pas.-proved pis,tcts among 
the entries. 


JAP CO. IN HOLLYWOOD 
Los Angeles, May 29. 

With the Hollywood Music Box 
unable to secure a legit play to suc- 
ceed “Lazarus Laughed,” Robert 
Sherwood, lessee of the house, made 
a deal with the trot)jpe’ of Japanese 
Players recently presented by Sid 
Grauman et al. at the Windsor 
Square at $5 top. The Jap engage- 
ment will be a limited one, opening 
May 29. 


“SHOW OFF” COAST REVIVAL 
Los Angeks, May 29. 

Henry Duffy will produce “The 
Show-Off,” by George Kelly at the 
£1 Capitan this fall, with Louis John 
3artels and Helen Lowel] in their 
original] leads in the New York pro- 
duction. Guy D’'Ennery of the orig- 
inal cast also will appear. 


The key to the abbreviations is: 
W (wrong); O (no opinion expre 


Dramatic Critics’ Box Score 


SEASON OF 1926-1927 


Soave as of May 28, 1927 


SR. R. Ww. Pct. 
GABRIEL (“Gun”) 90 15 
WINCHELL (“Graphic”)......... . 100 85 15 “a 
VREELAND (“Telegram”)........ 105 87 17 1 
HAMMOND (“Herald Tribune”)... 93 75 17 1 
COLEMAN (“Mirror”)..... 114 23 3 
ANDERSON (“Post”)...... 81 23 1 
WOGLLEGTT (“Worle”) 77 19 8 
MANTLE (“News”)...... 169 34 5 
VF 79 22 6 
GALE (“Am6fican”) 106 43 4 
OSBORN (“Evening World”)...... 116 i 33 12 
VARIETY'’S OWN SCORE 

SR. R. Ww. Oo. 
PULASKI (1666). 60 5 we 


(This score based on 195 openings.) 


SR (shows reviewed); R (right); 
ssed); Pct. (percentage). 
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VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 


Wednesday, May 30, 1928 


Plays on 


Broadway 7 


Grand St. Follies of ’28 


Actor-Managers, Inc., annual production 
Book and lyrics by Agnes Morgan and 
others. Music by Max Ewing, Lily Hyland 
and serge Walter. Settings and costumes 
by Aldine Bernstein. Dances by James 
Cagney Opened May 28 at he Booth, New 
York. Cast: Albert Carroil, Dorothy Sands, 
James Cagney, Paula Trueman, Mare Loe- 
bell, Lily Lubell, Mae Noble, George Bratt, 
Vera Ailen, Hal Brogan, Otto Hulett, Rich- 
ard Ford, Sophia Delza, Blake Scott. Robert 
White, Robert Gorham, Mary Williams, 
Joanna Roos, Laura Emond, Ruth McCon- 
kie, Jean Crittenden. Frances Cowles, Edla 
Frankau, Harold Minjir, George Heller, 
George Elias Hoag, Harold Hecht, Michael 
McCormack, Milton Le Roy, John Rynne, 
Von Hallberg'’s Orchestra. 


New edition of “The Grand Street 
Follies,” introduced at the Booth 
Monday night, is not a particularly 
inspired intimate revue. It falls far 
below the standard of entertain- 
ments presented by the Grand Street 
Players at their original haunt, the 
Neighborhood Playhouse on Grand 
Street, on New York's east side. The 
transition to Broadway, away from 
the benevolence and patronage of 
the Lewisohn sisters (Irene and 
Alice), does not evidence any stPik- 
ing advances. 


if anything, the current opera is a 
distinct setback, despite the over- 
abundance of rather clever persona- 
tions by Albert Carroll, Dorothy 
Sands, et al. This is probably the 
revue'’s gravest shortcomings, the 
general sameness of the take-off 
idea palling after a while. 

Some years back it was rather a 
novelty to view Carroll playing Sir 
Joseph Ginzberg as he would do 
Rev. Davidson, or some such non- 
sensical idea, but with the advanc- 
ing seasons the stuff has lost its 
kick. Paradoxically enough, the 1928 
“Grand Street Follies’” chief dis- 
tinction lies in these impressions 
which Carroll and Miss Sands and 
their cohorts do exceedingly well. It 
was Miss Sands’ impersonation of 
Mae West as she woulda do Juliet 
that clicked strongest on the take- 
off thing, the same performer doing 
Haidee Wright as Lady Macbeth and 
ringing the bell for a terrific score 
earlier in the evening. 

Carroll’s impersonations, particu- 
larly the two-in-one of Mrs. Fiske 
and Ethel Barrymore as the Mis- 
tresses Page and Ford in “The 
Merry Wives of Windsor,” were 
classic performances in themselves, 
not forgetting, of course, the Lau- 
rette Tayler, Mary Nash, Jimmy 
Walker and Moissi (as Romeo) im- 
wressions, Carroli's art, however, 
seems too limited to these persona- 
tieus, and while he was nil?d sen- 
sation this past winter with a couple 
of Sunday nizht concerts as a sort 
of male Beatrice Herford, for pro- 
duction his scope could be extended. 

Revue gets under way with Mrs. 
Beekman-Sutton showing An Old 
Traveler in a New World through 
the contemporary atnfosphere, the 
O. T. being Trader Horn (George 
Bratt), with Vera Allen doing Mrs. 
B-S. Follows a musicalized traves- 
ty on “Coquette” as Prof. George 
White's Class in Playwrighting 
would do it. Carroll as Mary Nash 
in “Command to Love” (music by 
Serge Walter) was an early high- 
light, as was. Dorothy Sands’ person- 
ating Ina Claire and telephonically 
making a dinner date with Trader 
Horn. Miss Sands advised the old 
boy that Lee Shubert was bringing 
Theresa Helburn; Edna Ferber and 
George S. Kaufman were escorting 
the Barrymopes; Sam Harris was 
bringing Jeanne Eagels; Elinor Glyn 
and Rev. John Roach Straton, et al. 


The free-and-easy use of the topical | 


personalities made for the laughs. 
A tango tap number broke it up 
interestingly, Jimmy Cagney, who 
also staged the dancers, scoring in- 
dividually with Sophia Delza. Jimmy 
proves as good a thespian as he was 
a champ swimmer at prep school, 


the youngster'’s versatility impres- 
sing the more with each succeeding 
entry. Cagney does light juvenile 
with equal facility as he does heavy 
melodramaties. The hoofing thing 
is probably a new development. 


“A Conference to End Mystery 
Plays,” with the leading characters 
from the season’s mystery mellers 
in it, was much ado about little. 
The only tune in the show (music 
and lyrics by Max Ewing) followed, 
“Just a Little Love Song” with Cag- 
ney and Lily Lubell as the 1928 
couple and Mary Williams (champ 
looker of the troupe) opposite Rich- 
ard Ford as the 1830 twosome. 


A truly funny idea, well done but 
still lacking the punch it was 
capable of, was a hokum “Fighta- 
moan” (Vitaphone) burlesque on 
movie talkers and what happens 
when the synchronization doés not 
match the dramaturgy. The risque 
element makes for tie comedy. 
“Someone to Admire” got something 
on its production flash and “Marked 
Millions,” burlesquing the Sinclair- 
Fall-Hays oil situation was over- 
developed into the first act finale. 
The cute Paula Trueman proved 
outstanding in the number. 


The ship entertainment idea, pey- 
mitting for Carroll and Miss San&s’ 
impressions, reopened, although the 
South Sea Island dance by Blake 
Scott should remain east of Suez. 
Michael Fokine, programmed for 
the dance idea, will order his n ne 
off the program after the prem cre 
impression. A rather clever “St ie 
Inner Feud” skit dealt with 2. 
Columbia, Calvin, Al and Her?’ 
the Presidential candidates, and se 
strange desires of these three mn 
(a la O'Neill) that converge in he. 
and her Election Baby. A Porgy 


curtailed along with the interve7ing 
numbers until the Reinhardt »< ‘on 
of “Romeo and Juliet,” the fi: wie. 
It was in this last number chat 
Dorothy Sands, doing Mae We t, 
mopped up individually. 

Designed as a summer en. -cain- 
ment, Ross and the Actor-Managers, 
Inc., have a dud opera on their 
hands. The gait is too s'o-<, the 
proceedings uninspired, the  per- 
formance too ragged and spotty, and 
the $4.40 scale a wrong idea, even 
for cut rates. It won’t land. Abel. 


L. A. Grosses 


Los Angeles, May 29. 
For eight performances opening 
week of “Good News” at the Mayan 
around $18,000 with buSiness picking 


up at the end of the week. Sell- 
out on last four performances. 


In the first week at the Mason, 
“The Trial of Mary Dugan” proved 
to be a box office sensation at close 
to $17,000. Ethel Barrymore, fn sec- 
ond and final week of “The Con- 
stant Wife” at the Biltmore, around 
$17,000. “Command to Love,” in the 
opening week at the Belasco, with 
New York cast, about $13,- 

00. 


“New Brooms,” seventh week at 
the E! Capitan, §$° first week. 
Edward Everett Horton, starring in 
“The Queen's Husband” at the Vine 
Street, estimated at $7,200, while 
third week of ‘‘Tommy” at the Pres- 
ident netted close to $4,700. 


“Lazarus Laughed,” second week 
fat the Hollywood Music 30x, 
jarour d $3,000. Second week of ‘Tell 
Me Again,” musical comedy at the 
Figueroa Playhouse, around $7,000. 
First five performances of ‘Hotel 
Imperial” at the Egan, seating little 
more than 300, drew about $1,000. 


Under the Management of Sir 


JACK TRAINOR 


Just Arrived From Australia After Two Years of 
Great Success 


Playing (Solomon Levy) 


Anne Nichols’ 


IRISH ROSE” 


Thanks for the wonderful treatment extended by Sir BENJAMIN, 
JOHN FULLER and Mr. W. L. DOUGLAS, who made my stay so 
pleasant in wonderful Australia 


Permanent Address: VARIETY, New York 


BENJAMIN and JOHN FULLER 


hoke skit was a fliv and could be: 


wooDs’ COAST SITE 


Takes L.A. Playhouse for “Jealousy” 
—May Sign 2-Yr. Lease 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

Al H. Woods is taking over the 
Hollywood Playhouse at the con- 
clusion of the present eng»gement 
of “Pomander Walk.” Joseph Schild- 
kraut abandons his plans to found 
a Hollywood legit repertory and re- 
tires as director-general of the 


house. 

“Jealousy” will be the first Woods 
offering, with Katherine Cornell re- 
ported for the lead. It’s a two char- 
acter show and, if clicking, Woods 
is expected to sign a two-year jJease 
on the house as a coast producing 
center. It’s all with an eye to 
screen rights. 


CHI AGGREGATE 
DROPS 


Increased Grosses 


Chicago, May 29. 

Chicago's legit went flop! this 
i week, and there doesn't seem to be 
any remedy. Business last week 
was $10,000 under that of the same 
lweek/last . Total gross of .oop 
| legits $12,000 under previous week's 
gross. 

Every show in town fell off with 
the exception of “Gocd News,” $28,- 
000 in the Selwyn, and “Companion- 
ate Marriage,” which picked up from 


a dubious start at the Cort. 

Among recent departures was that 
of Ames’ Gilbert and Sullivan operas 
from the Studebaker, the house go- 
ing dark. About the only show in 
sight for early opening is “The 
People,” set to open in the Harris 
June 3. Woods’ theatre is still play- 
ing McCall-Bridge stock and pic- 
tures, while the Playhouse manage- 
ment, which has been playing un- 
usual pictures, has been considering 
a Hindu mystic freak attraction of- 
fered by a local agent. 

Two shows down to around $5,000 
are “A Man’s Man” at the Adelphi 
and “Companionate Marriage” at 
the Cort. Both “Baby Cyclone” at 
the Blackstone, and “19th Hole” at 
the Erlanger look good for some 
more business, with “Cyclone” the 
more promising. When these two 
move out, two more houses go dark. 


Estimates for Last Week 


“Good News” (Selwyn, 15th week). 
The best buy in town. Now set for 
the summer with a nice run ahead. 
Still holding at $28,000. 

“Baby Cyclone” (Blackstone, 7th 
week). Still making money for 
George Cohan, with the help of con- 
sistent plugging from Arch Mc- 
Govern. Fell off a bit this week, in 
aeepir7 with trend, around $13,000. 
Getting fair play *~. hotels and 
conventions. 

“Love Call” (Olympic, 6th week). 
Took one of the biggest drops of 
the eight shows in town. Falling 
from $17,000 to $14,000. 

“Excess Baggage” (Garrick, 14th 
week). Another to feel the decline, 
falling from $14,500 to $12,000. 

“Sunny Days” (Four Cohans, 3d 
week). Still doing nicely enough, 
catering to those who go for the 
nicer things musical. Took a $3,000 
fall from previous week, playing to 
$23,000. 

“The Nineteenth Hole” (Erlanger, 
4th week). Took punishment to the 
tune of $3,000. Did around $10,000 
with fair following indicating a nice 
run for this time of year. 

“A Man’s Man” (Adelphi, 3d 
week). Despite a lot of newspaper 
arguing and much resultant chat- 
ter, this play seems to have per- 
manently lodged in the white ele- 
phant jungle. Not much hope for 
a build-up. If it stays it'll just be 
to keep the house open. 

“Companionate Marriage” (Cort, 
3d week). Producer may keep the 
'play in to create a hoped-for New 
York demand. Business improved 
, over last week, and this the only 
jhouse to do it. Did around $3,50¢ 
last week but struck $4,600 this 
time. 


Actors Shorts 

A series of 12 twin-reel subjects 
will be distributed by Paramount 
with a percentage of the gross to 
the Actors’ Fund of America which 
accounts for the all-star casts and 
donated services by the authors in 
fashioning the short subjects. 

They are being independently pro- 
duced from stories by Rita Weiman, 
Irvin S. Cobb, Edna Ferber and 


others, these three supplying the 
first scripts. 


Cmnly 2 Loop Shows Got 


Cast Changes 


John Kennedy succeeded 
Edwin Delbridge in “My Mary- 


land” at the Casino, New York. 

Stewart Steppler supplanted An- 
‘thony Sterling in “Lovely Lady.” 
tiarris, New York. 

Arthur Boxvyer has displaced 
Wryley Birch in “The Silent 
House,” Morosco, New York. 

Eleanor Meeker has_ relieved 
Doris Eaton in “Excess Baggage,” 
Ritz, New York, with Alice Wood 
succeeding Miriam Hopkins in the 
same show. 


“SPRING” WINS TOURNEY 
Utica, N. Y., May 29. 

“Spring,” by Colin Campbell Clem- 
ents, won the Scarritt Trophy for 
1928 in fe play competition con- 
ducted by The Players, local little 
theatre group. 

Nine playlets were entered. The 
three playlets which “Spring” de- 
feated were a Booth Tarkington 
farce, and the runner up; a piece 
by George Ade, and “A Serpent’s 
Tooth,” by Essex Kane. 


WOODWARD BUYS “DRACULA” 
Los Angeles, May 29. 


O. D. Woodward, operator of a 
string of stock companies in the 
middle west, has purchased western 
stage rights to “Dracula,” now run- 
ning in Chicago. 

Woodward intends to produce the 
drama in a down town theatre 
around July 1 with a cast recruited 
from his own companies. 


Atwell May Walk Out 
Again on Chicago Opera 


Chicago, May 29. 

Ben H. Atwell is walking out on 
the Chicago Opera company again. 
This time it looks like he is all 
washed up with the organization, 
which appears to be as tempera- 
mental in front as well as back 
stage. 

Atwell walked before. That was 
in 1921, when there was quite a 
rumpus in local operatic circles, 
Thereafter, they tried a fresh pub- 
licity man each season until 1925, 
when Atwell was coaxed back from 
Morris Gest’s “Miracle.” 


The publicity job; while it pays 
well, never was anything like a 
cinch and it concerns not only Chi- 
cago but the 60 cities the opera 
vicited. Fred Donaghey once had it, 
and one day when he said that with 
proper management the annual defi- 
cit could be eliminated, he elimi- 
nated himself, then rose to be critic 
of the Chicago “Tribune.” Because 
Atwell has voiced the same senti- 
ments, seems like he got Herbert 
M. Johnson all steamed up. Ben and 
Herbert having been making faces 
at each other for some time, any- 
how. 

The tip-off came last Wednesday 
when Johnson departed for Europe. 
Usually Atwell saw to it that the 
bands played and everything but 
this time Ben wasn’t around. 


he David Belasco presents 


ACHELOR 
FATHER 


By Edward Childs Carpenter 
with 


JUNE WALKER, C. AUBREY 
SMITH, GEOFFREY KERR 


; Thea., W. 44th St. Eve. 8:30. 
BELASCO Mats. Thurs. & Sat., 2:30. 


INA CLAIRE 


in “OUR BETTERS,” with 
CONSTANCE COLLIER 


EW FIELDS’ peg Evs. at 8:30 


Matinees 
MANSFIELD—W. 47 St. |Thurs. & Sat. 


LEW FIELDS Presents 
THE NEW MUSICAL COMEDY HIT 


Arms’’ 


By FIELOS, ROGERS & HART 
‘The tunefylest, the danciest, the fastest and 
most colorful show of many a day.’’ 
—E. W. Osborn, Eve. World 


ARTHUR HOPKINS Presents 


| KENNEDY 
in “. ARIS BOUND” 


MONTH By Philip Barry 
Thea., W. 45th St. 
MUSIC BOX :30 


Mats. Wed. and Sat., 2:30 


66 BURLESQUE” 


A Comedy 
9th MONTH 
PLYMOUTH ‘30 


Mats. Thursday and Saturday, 2:30 


Jed Harris Production | 
THE 


W.42d St. Evs. 8:30 
SELWYN wits. wea. & St., 2:30 


EXTRA MATINEE WEDNESDAY 
LAST 9 TIMES 


Marco Millions 


GUILD Thea... W. 52d. Eves. 8:30 


Mts. Wed., Thur., Sat., 2:30 
Week June 4: VOLPONE 


(and Every Week Thereafter) 


MARK Broadway 
TRAN 47th St. 
DOROTHY JACK 


MACKAILL and MULHALL 
in “LADY BE GOOD” 


Gorgeous Stage Revue 
“GRADUATION DAYS” 
with Mark Strand Stage Band 
MIDNIGHT SHOW TONIGHT, 11:30 


faramount’s Greatest 
mi Motion Picture 


NICHOLS 


William Fox presents 


“The NEWS 
PARADE” 


with SALLY PHIPPS 
and NICK STEWART 
Thrills—Adventure—Romance 


“YARIETE” STAGE REVUE 
Cast of BRILLIANT ARTISTS 


LON CHANEY 


IN 


“LAUGH, CLOWN, LAUGH” 


GREAT STAGE REVUE, Featuring 
WALT ROESNER—THE CAPITOLIANS 
CHARLIE CHASB New Comedy 
“THE FIGHT PEST’ 


CAPITOL 


BROADWAY at 5ist ST. 


RAVE. STREET 
of ROXY 


VANDERBILT Thes... W. 48th St. Eva. 


8:36 Mis W. & S., 2:30 
THE MUSICAL COMEDY THAT WILL 
LIVE FORPYLR! MARK TWAIN’S 


“A Connecticut Yankee” 


Adapted by 
FIELDS, ROGERS and HART 


JOE COOK 


“RAIN OR SHINE” 
COHAN 
DORMAN MEMONIAL BENEFIT TONIGHT 


SEE DOLORES COSTELLO 


and |“GLORIOUS BETSY” 
HEAR | with 
Conrad Nagel 
A Warcuer Bros, Vitaphone Picture 


Warner Theatre—Broadway at 62d St. 
Twice Daily—2:45 and 8:45 


IF YOU DON’T 
ADVERTISE 
IN VARIETY 


DON’T ADVERTISE 


1 
1 
1 


| _ | 
| | 
| | | 
| | 
= | 
| 
| 
NEW YORK THEATRES 
| | | 
4 | 
| | | 
| | 
| | 
| | TRISH ROSE 


Wednesday, May 3C, 1928 
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VARIETY 53 


RED PULLED OUT 


PHILLY; “PORGY,” $20,000 TAKE 


Guild Piece Only Dramatic—Chopin Piece Goes Into 
New Forrest—Mitzi and Film Only Left 


Philadelphia, Pa., May 29. 

There is not much iefc to the 
1927-28 season in Philly's legiti- 
mate playhouses. Four out of the 
ten were dark last we«k, and thrve 
more will close this Saturday, al- 
though one is scheduled to reopen 
later. 

“Hit the Deck,” at the Erlanger, 
was figured as a possibie late- 
stayer, but with summer beginning 
to materialize, Vincent Youmans 
decided not to take any further 
chances, although the Stan'ey com - 
pany would iike to keep this, their 
new house, open. Month’: engage- 
ment twice as long as originally in- 
tended. Last week just under $20,- 
000. 

Mitzi's “The Mad Cap.” which 
bowed into the Shubert and had 
mixed notices, most of them hiehly 
favorable to the star, grossed about 
$18,000, which should mean chat the 
show can hold on here for three or 
possibly four weeks ‘n all, With 
“Hit the Deck” and “The Red 
Robe” closing this week, ‘The 
Madcap” will be the only show in 
town. Last year the Shubert 
closed early; this year it is the op- 
posite. 

“The Red Robe” faded some more 
and is being taken off this Saturday. 
The New Forrest will be closed for 
two weeks, and is now scheduled 
to reopen June 18 with the Shu- 
berts new operetta based on the life 


of Chopin. This was first known as 
“Chopin’s Romance,” then as 
“Springtide,” and is now “The 
Charmer.” It is evident the Shu- 


berts do not want to close a the- 
atre which has only just been 
opened. ‘The Red Robe” scaled too 
high here for this time of year, 
grossed less than $16,000. Nobody 
seems to know just what is going 
to happen to the show. Because 
of its resemblance in so many ways 
to “The Three Musketeers,” it is 
figured as N G for Broadway, and 
yet it is hard to see how it can have 
an extended tour at this time of the 
year. Evelyn Herbert is reported 4s 
leaving the Shubert management 
after June 1. 

The town's one dramatic attrac- 
tion, “Porgy,” topped the field with 
a gross of a little over $20,000, and 
featured this well. This was a 
jump of nearly $4,000, and the play 


could have stayed another two 
weeks to fine business. 
“The Great Necker,” brought 


back.to town this time to the Chest- 
nut Street Opera House with a 
$1.50 top, was not so forte. Good 
attendance on Saturday gave this 
farce about $7,000 on the week. Will 
close Saturday and the house will 
go dark. This week's only opening 
was “Simba” at the Garrick. It 
will stay at least two weeks. The 
advance was excellent. The usual 
$5,000 rental. 

Next week “Simba” and “The 
Madcap” will be all that is left with 
the Chopin piece coming two weeks 
later. The Garrick will be closed 
fo: the summer after “Simba” is 
through and re-seating will be be 
£unN. 

Estimates of the Week 


“The Madcap” (Shubert, 2d week) 


-—Mitzi musical show weil, 
aided by Saturday's good attend- 
ance. About $18,000. 


“Simba” (Garrick, Ist week)— 


Martin Johnson animal film in for 
two or three weeks. 


“Porgy” (Garrick)—Jumped to 
over $20,000 last week and could 
easily have stayed another fort- 
night. Trace sensational. 


“The Great Necker” (Chestnut, 2d 
week)— i arce brought beck here ai 
a $1.50 tus, failed io elick and will! 
close Saturday night. Abou’ $7,000. 

“The Red Robe” (Forrest, 6th 
~week)—Operetta a fiop here, and 
attendance has dropped steadil:. 
Will go out Saturday, and Fkouse 
will be dark until June 18 when 
operetta based on life of Chopin 
is scheduled. $16,000 for “The Red 
Robe” at $3.50 top. 

“Hit the Deck” (Erlanger. 4th 
week)—This musical comedy will 
close Saturday night after being 
figured as a possibility for another 
fortnight. Business _ satisfactory, 
but management did not want t 
take chance on giving it ali back. 
Just under $20,000. 


FRISCO GROSSES 


San Francisco, May 29. 


Two departures from the legit 
colony Saturday night. “The Des- 
ert Song,” after eleven weeks at the 
Curran, returned to Los Angeles. 
The operetta broke all legit records 
for the town and copped close to 


$250,000. Previously “The Student 
Prince” held the mark. The Louis 


O. Macloons garnered a_ healthy 
young fortune. 


Second departure was “Excess 
Baggage,” which wound up three 
dismal weeks here. Ethel Barry- 
more came into the Curran May 28 
for four weeks in “The Constani 
Wife,” and “The Racket replaced 
at the Geary. 

“Appearances” continues building 
slowly at the Capitol. Ninth week 
was one of best of entire run. End 
is not yet in sight. A new arrival 
last week was the Olsen Players in 
“Lilies of the Field.” English com- 
edy praised, but business nct very 
healthy. Sid Goldtree dragged 
along with “The Married Virgin” 
at the Green Street, but the end is 
near. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Curran—“The Desert Song.” Cus- 
tomers flocked to this one. Eleventh 
week bettered $23,000. Attraction 
never dropped below twenty grand 
on engagement. 

Geary—“Excess Baggage.” Pleas- 
ing show and capable cast, but box 
office didn’t show any life. Third 
and final week less than $5,000. 
Plenty of “red.” 

Capitol—“‘Appearances.” Interest 
continues and each week shows a 
few dollars over preceding one. 
Ninth week (including four at Com- 
munity Playhouse) grossed around 
$5,500. 

Columbia — “Lilies of the Field.” 
Got away to slow start. Some in- 
terest shown, however, and figured 
to grow. Opening week of visiting 
Moroni Olsen’ Players garnered 
around $7,000. 

Alcazar—“The Lady Next Door.” 
Dale Wintcr returned to the stage in 
this delightful comedy and scored 
a personal triumph. Business start- 
ed excellently. Figured for a run. 
Close to $4,000. 

President—‘“‘Chicken Feed.” 
ond week not so forte at around 
$3,200. 


Sec- 


HAMPDEN TROUPE TOPS 
BARRYMORE IN BOSTON 


Boston, May 29. 
Solid week of rain did not have 
the expected effect, but on the con- 


trary found things on the up grade. 
The outstanding success was Wal- 
ter Hampden in repertory at the 
Shubert. At a downtown theatre 
HampGen knocked the elite dead 
for $27,000. This is the highest high 
brow biz in Boston this season, top- 
ping Ethel Barrymore and “Porgy.” 


The competition for Beacon Hill 
and Back Bay patronage was Eva 
LeGallienne, also in repertory. “The 
Cradle Song’ in Miss LeGallienne’s 
repertory comes this week. Miss 
Eva took in $14,000 at the Hollis 


which was good business and with 


“The Cradle Song” on this week 
ber gross ‘8 éxpected to mount. 


“Abie’s Irish Rose” at pup prices 
on return was expected at ihe 
Plymouth but it was put over to 
this Monday. Shubert follows up 
Hampden with Winthrop Ames’ 
Gilbert and Sullivan Light Opera 
Company for two weeks, opening 
June 4. 

The Colonial remains closed after 
the departure of “Rio Rita.” 

“Good News,” io its eleventh week 
and the only musical in town, picked 
up after the low of $19,000 to $22,- 
000, which is about $8,000 below the 
opening gross and average for first 
eight weeks but enough to warrant 
its staying on. The one big hit of 
the year in Boston! 

Trene Bordoni in “Paris” at the 
Wilbur got a better play this week, 
too. Show grossed $22,000 on a par 
with the Majestic gross playing 
“Good News” and far and above in 
proportion to size of house. 


“Fast Company,’ the Lardner- 
Cohan comedy, is beginning to reap 
the benefits of good word of mouth 
advertising. Show played first two 
weeks at $9,000 each, but added two 
grand in third for $11,000 gross. 
Cohan is licking the baseball angle 
gradually and the piece is clicking 
with the femmes. The comedy was 
booked for four weeks bvt may stay 
on a while. Cohan has rewritten it 
several times and is still using the 
pencil. Whatever the version, it is 
basically strong and good theatre. 
To be roaded for a time and New 
York in the fall, about World Series 
time. Not a knock in a carload of 
these who have seen it. 


Selis-Floto circus in for this 
week and good weather expected 
to cut into iezit box offices. Parks 
opening and béaches, too. Season 
about done. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Walter Hampden in rep, Shubert 
(24 week). Succceded beyond ex- 
pectations; packed them in all week 
for a gross of $26,000. 

“Paris,” Wilbur (4th week). Irene 
Bordoni’s following in Boston pre- 
sented her an almost capacity gate 
of $22,000. 

“Good News,’ Majestic (11th 
week). Too late in the season for 
this lone musical to do a bunfon 
derby record but still inclined that 
way; $22,000. 

“Fast Company,” Tremont (4th 
week). Baseball comedy picking up 
in spite of the baseball theme aimed 
at a small section of Boston’s draw- 
ing population. The gastronomical 
faculties of Walter Huston and good 
Lardnerian comedy grossed $11,000. 

Eva LeGallienne in rep, Hollis 
(2d week). Well heralded, thie 
company grossed well in spite of 
Hampden competition to tune of 
$14,000. 

“Abie’s Irish Rose,” Plymouth (1st 
week). Opened Monday at popular 
prices. 

Colonial closed. 


1560 Broadway 


DRAMATIC PRODUCERS 
SEE 


BERT LYTELL 


RIVERSIDE THEATRE, N. Y., THIS WEEK . 


ON AT 3:15 and 9:15 


MR. LYTELL IS AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY FOR 
A BROADWAY PRODUCTION ENGAGEMENT 


DIRECTION 


RALPH G. FARNUM 


ER RE ERE AE 


Bryant 5474-5475 


mediocrity or loss. 


Classification of attraction, house capacity and top prices of the 
Key to classification: 
| D (drama); R (revue); M (musical comedy); F (farce); O (operetta). 


| play is also considered. 


admission scale given below. 


Figures estimated and comment point to some attractions being 
successful, while the same gross accredited to others might suggest 
The variance is explained in the difference in 
house capacities with the varying overhead. Also the size of cast, 
with consequent difference in necessary gross of profit. 
in business necessary for musical attraction as against dramatic 


Variance 


C (comedy); 


“A Connecticut Yankee,” Vanderbilt 
(31st week) (M - 882 - $5.50). 
Weather undoubtedly reason for 
some attractions being able to 
stick; “Yankee” rated among 
those to continue through sum- 
mer; making good money, over 
$19,000. 

“Anna,” Lyceum (3rd week) (C- 
957-$3.30). Somewhat better than 
expected, but doubtful of click- 
ing; around $6,500 first full week; 
cut rates factor. 


“Blackbirds of ».2°" Liberty (4th 
week) (R-1,202-$3.30). Further 
improved and now ha food 


chance to ride through summer; 
colored musical in nine perform- 
ances quoted over $16,000. 

“Bottled in Bond,” Klaw (Sth week) 
(C-830-$3.30). Final week; re- 
moval meant nothing; takings last 
week estimated under $3,500. 

“Burlesque,” Plymouin (40th week) 
(CD - 1,041 - $3.85). Though cut 
rates used, appears to have gvod 
chance. to last into July; last week 
very good, considering season; 
over $12,000. 

“Coquette,” Maxine Elliot (30th 
week) (D-912-$3.85). Dramatic 
hit slated for summer holdover; 
has yet to use cut rates, which 
could carry it two months or 
more; estimated over $13,000. 

“Diamond Lil,” Royale (8th week) 
(C-1,117-$3.30). Up with non-mu- 
sical leaders, third in point of 
weekly gross; last week’s takings 
well over $17,000. 

“Dorian Gray,” Biltmore (2nd week) 
(D-1,000-$3.30). One of last week's 
new shows which did not go into 
cut rates; would have made little 
differencé; slightly over $3,000 in- 
dicated. 

“Excess Baggage,” Ritz (23rd week) 
(C-915-$3.29). Another three or 
four weeks from present indica- 
tions; around $9,000 claimed; “Say 
When,” mrsical comedy, listed to 
follow. 

“Five o’Clock Girl,” Shubert (34th 
week) (M-1,395-$5.50). Liable to 
end engagement any time now; 
cut rated for some time and just 
about making grade; estimated 
under $29,000. 

“Funny Face,” Alvin (28th week) 
(M-1,400-$5.50). Another success- 
ful musical] that may succumb to 
higher temperatures; recent pace 
claimed around $22,000. 

“Get Me in the Movies,” Earl Car- 
roll (2nd week) (C-998-$3.30). 
Drew severe panning and hardly 
figures to stick although co-oper- 
ative; around $4,000 estimated. 

“Good News,” Chanin’s 46th Street 
39th week) (M - 1,413 - $5.50). 
Weather break explains some im- 
provement here last week, nearly 
$30,000; looks good into new sea- 
son, 

“Grand Street Follies,” Booth (ist 
week) (R-704-$3.30). Indepen- 
dently presented revue that here- 
tofore summer card downtown; 
Sole new production offering this 
week; opened Monday. 

“Greenwich Village Follies,” Winter 
Garden (8th week) (R-1,493-$5.50). 


Agency sales for this revue re- 
ported away under level of pre- 
vious Garden attractions; rated 
over $30,060, however. 

“Here’s Howe,” Broadhurst (5th 
week) (M-1,118-$5.50). Walter 
Catlett to enter show in further 
effort to bolster comedy; doing 


fairly well at $22,000 or bit better. 


“Marco Millions” and “Volpone,” 
Guild (C - 941- $ 3.85). “Marco” 
(12th week), final week; “Vol- 
pone,” again big last week, quoted 


at $16,000; will continue regularly 
hereafter, with summer spanning 
expected. 

“My Maryland,” Casino (38th week) 


(O-1,447-25.50). Slated to close 
Saturday, but continuing this 
week; through for some time with 
cut rates, main revenue for 
months: $12,000 or little more. 
“Our Betters,” Henry Miller (15th 
week) (C-946-$4.40). Not ex- 
pected to last much longer; re- 


vival started very well and about 


played out its draw; $8,600 Jast 
week, 

“Paris Bound,” Music Box (23rd 
week) (C-1,000-$3.85). Maybe an- 
other three or four weeks but 
won't Jast when hot weather 
starts; last week’s takings over 
$11,000. 

“Porgy,” Republic (2nd enpage- 
ment) (D-901-$3.30). Returned 


Monday after playing road for 
eight weeks or so; closed very 
strong here and excellent in 
Boston and Vhila.; may span 
summer. 

“Present Arms,” Mansfield (6th 
week) (M-1,050-$5.50). Approxi- 
mating capacity on lower floor 


and consistently drawing substan- 
tial grosses: $25,000 and over. 


“Rain or Shine,” George M. Cohan 


(17th week) (M-1,371-$5.50). Vir- 
tual eapacity for all perfor- 
mances; expected to extend well | 
into antumn: around $37,000 


Amsterdam (21st 


NEw st 
About 


(M-1,750-26.60). 


“Rosalie,” 
week) 


same last week, approximate 
Bross, $38,000; expensive to oper- 
ate and pace said to leave little 
protit; indetinite, however, 

“Show Boat,” Ziegfeld (23rd week) 
(M-1,750-$6.60). Only excessive 
heat can affect remarkable pace; 
still approximates $53,000 weekly; 


should stay year and perhaps 
longer. 

“Skidding,” Bijou (2nd week) 
(C-605-$3.30). While hoeked up 


modestly, must improve to stick; 
business first week very weak; 
maybe $3,000. 

“Strange Interlude,” Golden 
week) (D-995-$4.40), 
ticket demand among non-musi- 
cals; only limitation to si~ per- 
formances Keeps it from gress 
top; $16,000 right along. 

“The Bachelor Father,” Belasco 
(14th week) (C-1,000-$3.85) 
Claims to have bigrer advance 
than did “Lule Belle” at this 
stage of run; tops non-musicals 
with over $20,000 weekly. 

“The Happy Husband,” Empire 
(4th week) (C-1,090-$4.40). Eng- 
lish comedy has done well to date 
though under first two weeks; 
last week about $15,000; first hot 
weather, test. 

“The Ladder,” Cort (86th week) 
(D-1,094). No performances early 
this week; still revamping free 
show; playing longer than any- 
thing on list but that doesn’t 
mean anything. 

“The Royal Family,” Selwyn (28rd 
week) (C-1,067-$3.85). One of 
favorite comedies of season; still 
close to top and figures to run 
through summer and_ beyond; 
nearly $19,000, great pace at this 
time. 

“The Scarlet Fox,” Masque (10th 
week) (D-700-$3.30). Getting by 
and may go through June; better- 


(18th 
Leader in 


ing $7,000 weekly with cut rate. | 


aid as like most others. 

“The Shannons of Broadway,” 
Martin Beck (36th week) (C- 
1.198-$3.30). Week to week basis 
for some time; ability to continue 
at modest money explained by 
similar cast hook-up; $5,500. 

“The Silent House,” Morosco (17th 
week) (D-893-$3.30). Figures to 
coast into summer; estimated 
around $10,000; using cut rates, 
too; money maker. 

“The Skull,” Forrest (6th week) 
(D-1,051-$3.30). 3y use of all 
sorts of cut rates, pusiness profit- 


able; claimed better than $8,000 
last week. 

“The Three Musketeers,” Lyric 
(12th week) (O-1,395-$6.60). Still 


big musical favorite and virtually 
alone in operetta field: clicking off 
capacity business, bettering $44,- 
000. 

“The Trial of Mary Dugan,” Na- 
tional (37th week) (D-1,164-$3.85). 
Rated along with other early suc- 


cess of season; recent trade ap- 
proximating $12,000 weekly; may 
move to Eltinge. 

“Whispering Friends.” Hudson. 


Withdraws Saturday after 14 
weeks: short cast comedy clever- 
ly devised drew moderate money; 
profitable for show though house 
got about even break lately; un- 
der $7.000; average over $9,000. 

Special Attractions—Little Theatres 

“Diplomacy,” Frlaner’s; all star re- 
vival which has heen on tour, fol- 
lowed “She Stoops to Conquer,” 
in Monday. 

“The Road to Rome,” Plavhouse; 
return date with Jane Cowl: lim- 
ited. 

“The Ivory Door.” Charles Hopkins; 

Thursday «May 31) 

“Ten Nights in a Barroom,” Wal- 
lack’s 

“Marriage on Approval,” Totten. 


eloses 


Players in Legitimate Directory 
JACK FORESTER 
Featured at 


CASINO DE PARIS 
PARIS 


MARIE SAXON | 


CARE VARIETY, NEW YORK 


BUDDY WATTLES 


LESDING ROLE IN 
“HIT THE DECK” 


THEATRE. LOs ANGELES’ 


WAJESTIC 
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Plays Out of Town 


GOOD NEWS 
(COAST COMPANY) 


Los Angeles, May 23. 
Sam Salvin pregents this musical comedy 
fn two acts and eight scenes by Laurence 
Schwab and B. G. De Sylvia. Play directed 
by Edwin J. Saulpaugh. Dances staged by 


Arthur J. Appell. Stage manager, Bud 
Murray. Opening at the Mayan May 22, 
$2.75 top. 

Tom Marlowe. Lester Cole 
“Beef’’ Saunders...++- Art Rogers 
Bobby Randall........ ...Eddie Nelson 
“Big Bill’’ George Guhl 
Kearney Jack Inglis 
Charles Kenyon...... William Gould 
Patricia Dorothy Day 


Constance Lane.........-..Margaret Breen 
Sylvester... Billy Taft 
Windy..... vernon Murray 
Hughes 
Vivian Fay 
640040 000000000008 Kane 
The College Band. Max Fisher's Caiifortians 

The Glee Club Trio..... Johnny Murray, 
Len Layson, Archie Wallace 


Sam Salvin can take all the bows 
he wants. He brought “Good News” 
to Los Angeles, and the show-going 
folks around here think it’s great. 

Salvin isn’t stinted. He put ona 
production which is said to excel 


either the New York or Chicago pro- 
dvetions. And when it .comes to 
chorus, he no duubt has a greater 
argregation than either of the *7"o0 
eastern troupes. There are 24 girls, 
the only contingent in a L. A. musi- 
cal for a long time who have war- 
bled distinctly and harmoniously as 
a unit. Male choristers, 18, are a 
manly bunch who do fast terpsicho- 
rean routines and chant excellently. 

Majority of principals are new 
faces from the east. Only two local 
recruits in the lineup. One, Vivian 
Fay, was a show stopper with her 
eccentric toes and whirlwind spe- 
calties. Eddie Nelson, Peggy Hope 
and Lester Cole have been seen here 
before, Nelson having graduated 
from Fanchon and Marco’s early 
school. Max Fisher and his Cali- 
fornians are doing the Lyman and 
Oleson chores, and function perfect- 
ly. A trio consisting of Johnny Mur- 
ray, Len Layson and Archie Wal- 
lace, part of the band, were a panic, 
whether in pit or on stage, with 
their harmony singing. 

Eddie Nelson in the “Bobby Ran- 
dall” role need not step aside for 
anyone in the characterization. 
Peggy Hope as Babe O'Day, oppo- 
site him, is pip comedy foil. Lester 
Cole, in the thankless part of Mar- 
lowe, hit the bull’s-eye. He has a 
voice and hoofs as well as any of 
the juveniles. Margaret Breen also 
shines. She has the singing voice of 
the troupe and is no slouch when it 
comes to hoofing. If the boys who 
buy talent for the talkers take their 
mission seriously, Miss Breen will 
come to the fore fast in ine sound- 
screen field. 

Then there is a gal they brought 
from a Chi cab, Marjorie Babe Kane, 
who sells “Varsity Drag” and “Good 
News.” It was just a goaling proc- 
ess. The old-time vaudevillians, 
Jack Inglis and Billy Gould, were 
also on deck. Inglis seemed to take 
things in his own hands as the 
trainer. Gould as the professor, and 
with little to do, nevertheless did it 
well. Billy Taft, as the freshman, 
was a wow. Dorothy Day, local 
product, had the college vamp as- 
signment, and just didn’t seem to 
know what it was all about. Art 
Rogers, George Guhl, Vernon Mur- 
ray and David Hughes came through 
okay. 

Salvin and Rufe LeMaire worked 
hard on the production. They went 
better than $60,000 in putting it on. 
and it looks as though before the 
coast is cleaned up in playing time 
the offering will bring back a gross 
of $750,000 or better. More than 
half that amount should come from 
tihs town at a $2.75 ton. Ong. 


HOTEL IMPERIAL 


SPRAGUE PLAYERS 


Los Angeles, May 24. 
Sprague Repertoire Players present this 
four-act play hy Laios Riros. Directed bv 
Warren Millais. At the Egan theatre, $1.65 


top 

Earnest David Ernskine 
A Russian Trooper........ Kenneth Mackey 
Captain Sultanov.. Ross Chetwynd 
General Juskievics.......... Roris Karloff 
Russian Lieutenant....... John Stuart Mill 
Baron Fredericksen...........- Jay Allard 
A. St. Clair Evers 
6.06 66.000 Louis Morrison 
FANOCEKA. Rivers 
George Dunham 
Buse! Evan Pearson 
Mrs. Berte 
Hungariag Alfred Cocks 
Hungarian Cantain........Taurence Bishop 
General Sziraky........... Frederick Lewis 


Not tu be confused with little the- 


Yaire movements is the explanation 


by Sidney Sprague of his venture 
at the tiny Mgan. The company 
Sprague has assembled is entirely 
professional and will be run on that 
same basis. Considering the town 
has never been established as a 
stamping ground for either little 
theatre or repertory companies, the 
effort of the Sprague Players in that 
direction is valiant if nothing else. 

For a standard this group has 
set befcre them the desire to create 
"the same kind of a theatre here 
that Eva Le Gallienne developed in 


New York. The Egan's capacity, 
330, is another thing to be consid- 
ered and the $1.65 top yet another. 

In selecting the dramatized ver- 
son of “Hotel Imperial” as_ their 
first offering, the group picked a 
hard nut to crack. While the war- 
time drama by Lajos Biros found 
its way on the screen through Par- 
amount and Pola Negri, it is doubt- 
ful whether the film story Is re- 
membered by many. It is a story 
of military intrigue laid in a hotel 
in the city of Galicia, the border 
between Russia and Austria, at the 
inception of the war. Plot evolves 
around the murder of a Russian in- 
telligence officer by a*young Hun- 
garian officer disguised as a servant 
in the hotel. There is also a serv- 
ing maid in the hostelry who Is 
raised to temporary affluence by an 
effete Russian general. 

Story offers a good many effective 
situations but the production is 
hardly adequate to the demands. 
Warren Millais, responsible for the 
direction of the cast, numbering 
more than 20 and headed by Olga 
Zacsek, Hungarian actress, was 
doubtless handicapped by money 
and otherwise. At that, the work 
ran much too long, four acts carry- 
ing five scenes. 

Of the players Louis Morrison, as 
the murdered Russian secret service 
agent, gave the outstanding per- 
fo mance. Olga Zacsek, in the Negri 
role, was not disturbing. An evi- 
dent cold at the opening perform- 
ance hampered her. The fussian 
general, an important part, was 
weakly handled by Boris Karlofé. 
William Stack, as*the Hungarian 
murdered, was more or less auto- 
matic. Rest of the large cast un- 
important. 

With the support of financial 
sponsors who wiil take an interest 
in this venture, the Sprague Players 
may further their activities. Other- 
wise it is just a question of how 
long they can stick. 


LITTLE HEAVEN 


(HENRY DUFFY PLAYERS) 


Seattle, May 25. 

Three-act comedy by Olga Printziau. At 
President theatre, Henry Duffy Players, 
direction George Cleveland. Leo Carrillo 
guest star. 
TROGRs Francesca Rosita 
Carritic 


Mary Brownlae 
Kirk Brown, Jr. 
Ladies of the Evening— 
Cleopatra Maginnis....... ~.--Angie Norton 
Pinkie Jomes. e-..-Georgia Miles 


Holds promise of doing much bet- 
ter than on its premiere week. 
Starting out May 20 with indications 
of shaping up nieely, it somehow 
failed to get any better. Lack of 


harmony backstage showed plainly 
out front. 


Even after due allowance ts made 
“or newness of the production, there 


is little excuse for forgotten lines, 
improvizations and stalls. Regular 
stock members are accustomed to 
learning new parts, but Carrillo evi- 
dently didn’t or couldn't take the 
time to learn his lines He brought 
too much of the character of ‘‘Tito,” 
of “Lombardi,” to Lilo Volpini. Too 
much of the garlic sprinkled in the 
character. He was rough and over- 
sentimental. Sympathy was not with 
the hero even when Volpini is un- 
justly arrested after a rather tame 
parlor party with just a dash of 
wine. Party itself was too nois, 
cussy and lacked dramatic moments. 

Play will be staged again in about 
five weeks in Portland with a new 
cast. 

Doris Brownlae was lovable and a 
dandy type as Mary Malloy. Miss 
Rotoli was excellent as an Italian 
matron and is displaying versatility. 
Angie Norton did most of the tatk- 
ing at the party, and brought laughs. 
Thos. L. Brower and Richard Ellers 
did about all their minor roles ex- 
acted; so did Helen Auditired. 

Volpini has a small grecery store 
in New York. Business bad, due to 
the generosity of Voipini, who lacks 
financial ability. At this point in 
walks Mary Malloy. A mutual in- 
terest springs up and she lands 4a 
job in the store. She is a former 
“Follies” gal. Business improves as 
the romance buds, but not without 
a rough journey. 

There is the landierad and 
rent in arrears. Mary; fakex love for 
the landlord, and this js misupder- 
stood by Volpini. Wher the fattan 
throws a Christmas Qurty for some 
Street enls. apparentiy friends of 
Mary, yolice raid the plice and ar- 
rest him for running a dissrderei, 
house. Amy Walker, pls 
mate of Mary and moved }.~ 3 
ousy, has tipped the petice. Sho alsc 
makes it appear that Mary hus 
double crossed Lile. Back from ‘ni}, 
Volpini is shamed and still doubts 
Mary. In the interim Mary and 
Aunt Rosa, aideé py the landlord. 
have dolled up the store. Landlord 
has fallen for Mary, but she has 
turned him dowm. Tilo eventually 
realizes Marvy’s Ievalty, and = she 
doesn't give aim time to propose a 


second time. Trepp. 


|He Walked in Mer Sleep 


Boston, May 25. 
Farce in four acts written by Norman 


In the last few years New York 
brokers and producers have™ been 


learning that it pays to keep an eye 
on E. E. Clive ané@ his selections of 
plays. It’s all for the little theatre 
buried away back of the Copley 
Plaza where he has been making 
money with very little noise. 

There may have been a little 
friendship in his decision to stage 
“He Walked in Her Sleep,” inas- 
much as it was written by one of 
his players who has been fooling 
around for years as an embryonic 
author. As a matter of fact, the 
farce will unquestionably make him 
some money as it has a good title 
and gets plenty of laughs without 
a trace of double entendre, or even 
a riscue situation. 

After playing qa week it looks like 
an ideal bet for stock and a 50-50 
gamble for some shoestring pro- 
ducer to polish up and send out as 
a smart, clean example of British 
farce and American hokum. It 
plays with any living room interior 
and a bedroom scene requiring one 
door and a French window. It is 
actor-proof with the exception of 
the comedy lead which needs a type. 
The character is a more than 
middle-aged English lord of almost 
doddering mentality who paddles 
around at the heeis of a dominecr- 
ing wife. P 

Plot involves the asinine things 
the old lora cues when he imagines 
his wife is in love with a male 
house guest after watching them 
rehearse a love proposal. The house 
guest is in hopes of marrying the 
lord’s daughter. A new butler turns 
out to be a young barrister down on 
his luck and the old lord turns to 
him for legal advice. The big scene 
is entirely in pantomime and is 
based on the lord trying to escape 
from the bedroom at midnight with- 
out waking his wife. The house 
guest has been told to visit a cer- 
tain room at midnight and enters 
the bedroom on tiptoe just as the 
lord is recovering from having 
stepped on a tiger rug. Guest is 
pushed out the window and the lord 
escapes im his nightshirt, forgetting 
his clothes and wandering about the 
garden all night after the front door 
Shaps shut. 

In places the dialog is really 
funny. Also in places, the hoke is 
horrible. But crowds) hivuses have 
laughed steadily. Reverta, in 
the comedy has actually 
created a character that should be 
ket alive, or re-created in a more 
pretentious wroduction. Libby. 


Dunbar Up Against Equity 


Ralph Dunbar, stock manager, is 
at odds with Equity again, the ar- 
gument dating back to 1922, when 
Dunbar abruptly closed a_ stock 
in Lew'sville, owing $6,000 to the 
players. Since then Dunbar has 
been more or less inactive as a 
manager. ‘ 

This season he contracted for a 
stock company at Fountain Ferry 
park, Louisville, and requested per- 
mission from Equity to proceed. 

Dunbar objected to posting se- 
curity protecting the salaries of 
the players. Equity replied that 
unless he did so, he would have 
to do without Equity members en- 
tirely. 

After the 1922 affair, Dunbar went 
through bankruptcy, taking the po- 
sition that he is not liable for the 
salary claims of that company. 


“Message” Hits Snag on 
Cast’s Demand for Bond 


“The Message” collapsed in re- 
hearsal last week when Equity 


stepped in and demanded that 
Harry Jacobson, producer, post 
bond. ‘The show had been in re- 


hearsal two weeks with understand- 
ing that all were in on stipulated 
salaries and Jacobson reported de- 
laying signing contracts until Tom 
Hetherington, of the cast, took the 
matter up with Equity. 

Fietherington was dropped from. 
the cast and Jacobson proposed the 
cast waive security. They declined 
upon advice of Equity representa- 
‘ive and the show is .off at least 
until Jacobson posts bond. 


May Robson Producing 


Los Angeles, May 29. 

“Cobwebs,” which opens in June 
at the Windsor Seuare under the 
sponsorship of May Robson, will in- 
elude Ann Warrington, William 
Tooker, Diana Ames, Cleland Van 
Dresser. Oliver Eckhart, Jean 
Loughboro and Virginia True 
Boardman. Joe Payton, formerly 
with Wilkes Bros. on the coast, is 
company manager, 


Cannon. Presented for the first time on 
any stage by the Copley Players, May 21. 
Sir Andrew Tankerton...... Ralph Roberts 
"Eady Gaby Fay 
May Ediss 
Anne Cecil Dixon 
Jeffrey Deacon.......-- Charlie Courtneidge 
Charles Quarterhouse...... Norman Cannon | 


| liminary, 


Obituary 


BARRY SCANLON 
(Thos. F. Cole) 

Thomas F. Cole, 51, who died a 
few weeks ago, one of South Bend’s 
prominent lawyers, was the Barry 
Scanlon, singer and traveling man- 
ager for Sullivan and Considine of 
20 years ago. 

Cole was a native of South Nor- 
walk, Conn., where his_ brother, 
James Cole, is manager of the Rial- 
to theatre. He was graduated from 
Yale-and took up the study of law 
ir the offices of his uncle, thé late 
John J. Walsh. Cole had a fine 
voice and when a young man di- 
rected amateur musical shows in 
South Norwalk. He went into 
vaudeville and as ‘Barry Scanlon 


IN MEMORY OF 
MY DAD 


HERMAN BOASBERG 


MAY 24, 1928 


Al Boasberg 


became known as a singer. He later 
went on the Sullivan and Considine 
staff. 

Scanlon retired from the stage 
some years ago and as Thomas F. 
Cole began the practice of law in 
South Bend, where he built up a 
good practice. He leaves his widow, 
one daughter, mother and brother. 

Burial was in South Bend. 


LOUIS M. GOODSTADT 

Louis M. Goodsiaidt, 50, casting 
director at the De Mille studio, died 
of heart collapse following a briez 
iliness of pneumonia, at his home 
in Hollywood, May 24. 

Before coming to the coast in 
1916, Mr. Goodstadt for several 
years was associatca with the Klaw 
& Erlanger enterprises.) Tater he 
became affiliated with the Lasky 
studios as business jnanager and 
wher Cecil B. De Miitie left Para- 
mount-Lasky Goodsts¢t went with 
him into the Pathe-De Miile organi- 
zation, where, until his death, he 
was functioning as casting director 
and also studio representative. 

He is survive? by his wife, Mitzi 
Goodstadt, former stage actress un- 
der the same name. No children. 


LILLIAN SHELDON 
Lillian Sheldon, 59, actress, in 
private life Mrs. C. Colton White, 
died in the Lutheran Hospital, New 
York, May 28. She had been under 
the care of the Actors’ Fund for 
many years. 


Miss Sheldon had in 
many big productions «ri 7.so had 
played vaude with h .asband, 


SHERRY SNYDER 

Sherry Snyder, 39, actress, died 
in the North Hudson Hospital, Wee- 
hawken, N. J., May 24, of a complie 
cation of diseases. 

Miss Snyder had been married to 
an actor, Donald Kimberling, from 
whom she was divorced several 
years ago. She is survived by her 
mother, Mrs. Enid Gray Snyder, livs 
ing in Weehawken. 

In addition to her legitimate en-« 
gagements, Miss Snyder had ap- 
peared in vaudeville. For a time 
she was with Harry Lehman Co,, 
and for several seasons worked with 
Pierre Pelletier in an act. Her last 
engagement was in stock in Orange, 
N. J. Body was cremated. 


Isaac K. Cohn, advertising agent, 
Chateau theatre, Chicago, died May 
25. His brothers, Joe and Al Cohn, 
are advertising agents of the Harris 
and Adelphi theatres, respectively. 


Gertrude Pacini, 51, wife of John 
A. Pacini, stage carpenter, at Gaz- 
zola’s Kedzie theatre, Chicago, died 
on May 22. 


Father of Al Boasberg, screen 
title writer, died in Buffalo, N. Y., 
May 24. 


GODFREY MATHEWS 


Godfrey Mathews, 37, single, le- 
gitimate and stock actor, and for a 
time in vaudeville, died May 26 in 
the Mt. Vernon Hospital following 
an operation for appendicitis. , He 


Mrs. Clara 9. Morton 


who passed away May 22, 1925 
Mother of Herber* Waiker and sister 
of Haze. Skatelle 
We cherish your sweet memory and 
vvay your soul may rest in peace 


for three 


had been seriously ill 
weeks. 

In recent years Mathews had been 
playing stock in Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 
The body was cremated and the 
ashes sent to his sister, Mrs. Jean- 


in San _ Francisco. 
San 


nette Bickell 
A brother, Thomas Mathews, 
Francisco, also survives. 


JOSEPH MARVEL HARRIS 


Joseph Marvel Harris, 57, brother 
of Charles K. Harris and at one 
time manager of the Harris theatre 
in Chicago, was found May 21 in 
Lake Michigan after Harris had 
been missing six weeks. It is be- 
lieved he commited suicide because 
of marital difficulties. 

4. more detailed account appears 


Colton White, act being known as 
White and Sheldon and the Ameris | 


in the Legitimate Department of 
this issue, 


Marcus Loew 


can Trio. Her last stage appear- | 
ance was in “The Miracle,” in 1924. 


Interment in the Actors’ Fund 
Plot, Kensico Cemetery. 
KATE COMPTON 
Kate Compton, actress, died in 


London May 16, six weeks after the 
death of her husband, R. C. Carton, 
the famous dramatist. 

Miss Compton, who started her 
eareer in 1874, was a well-known 
actress, appearing in all the plays 
of her husband, who specialized in 
light English comedy. 

She was a daughter of Edward 
Compton, actor, and an aunt of Fay 
Compton, actress, and Compton 
Mackenzie, novelist. 


‘tarry D. Bussing, 43, Norwalk, 
Conn., general agent of the Kirk- 
wood Shows, died May 24 at Stone 
ington, Conn., of a fractured skull. 

Bussing slipped when alighting 
from an auto and struck his head 
against the curb. 


Abe Mack, 21, in charge of the 
trailer department of the Filmack 
Co., Chicago, died May 19 of pneus- 
monia. His brother, Irving Mack, 
is head of the company. 


The mother of Pearl Rall, press 
agent, died in Los Angeles, May 22, 
following a lengthy illness. Mrs. 
Rall at one tinio was a writer, con- 
tributing to 


‘was, 


NEGRO TROUPE LAYS OFF 


Bert Jonas has disbanded his all- 
Negro musical after a brief pre- 
but may reassemble it 
next fall for a tour of the T. O. B. A. 
houses. 

When resumed the Sam Wooding 
band will be missing. It is going 
abroad for a tour. 


0’KEEFE-ARCHER’S REVUE 


Walter O'Keefe and Harry Archer 
are collaborating on a new revue, 
“Just a Minute.” It will reach pro- 
duction via Phil Morris and Charles 
Green. The latter are vaude pro- 
ducers. 

Morion and Harry Havel have 


already been signed for the revue. 


CHI BROKERS AND TAX 


Couthoui’s O.K., But Other Ticket 
Men Owe 


Chicago, May 29. 
The government agents who 
caused such a racket in New York 
through investigation of excess 
ticket premiums have just com- 
pleted a checkup here. 
The Couthoui agencies were the 


only ones to survive inspection with 
accounts unchallenged. 

Chicago Tyson agency was ree 
perted $42,000 behind in government 
taxes: Horwitz, $12,000; Gladys, $6,- 
000, and Waterfall, over $29,00% 
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Jesse Crawford as Head of Par's 
Orsan School—Showmanship Taught 


Chicago, May 29. i 


Jesse Crawfvurd, acs Publix solo 
organist, will start a sunoc! for Pub- 
lix organists in New York Aug. i 
and retire partially from theatre ap- 
pearances. 

In teaching the technicalities of 
theatre work, Crawford will devote 
considerable of his instruction to 
showmanship. It is known Publix 
desires to do away with the prev- 
alent community singing idea of 
entertainment. It will be one of 
Crawford's duties to show the boys 
how to carry a straight solo. 

Especially ‘is community singing 
not wanted in the Paramount, New 
York, although song slides are 
. flashed on the screen to enlighten 
customers as to lyrics. Crawford 
has been unfairly criticized at times 
because he made no effort to en- 
courage vocal response. Community 
singing is regarded as all right for 
the small towns and neighborhood 
places, but not for metropolitan dis- 
tricts, where it is believed to have a 
cheapening effect. 

It is reported Crawford. will 
shortly do some numbers for Movie- 
tone. He will be the first organist 
to play for screen visualization. 


Versatility Badly Needed 
_ On Stage, Ash Learns 


Paul Ash is out to strengthen the 
present Paramount stage band by 
securing men of versatile talents. 
Ash has, by report, encountered a 
situation familiar to many m.c.’s 
comings into ne iouses to work 
with strange bands. He finds old- 
style pit musicians on the stage. 

The Capitol: stage band, ui ler the 
direction cf Walt Roesner for the 
past six months, is also trying to 
bolster its personnel and is reward- 
-ing some of its Valuable men with 
salary raises. The Capitol is ap- 
prehensive wf Ash copping some of 
the men. 4A general scramble for 
clever musician-entertainers seems 
probable. The situation is rendered 
more difficult because of union reg- 
ulations prohibiting or penalizing 
the “importation” of musicians. 

M.c.’s, particularly those travel- 
ing in various cities, tell some hu- 
morous stories about the member- 
ship of the stage bands they run 
into and have to work with. Stage 
musicians are needed to help put 
over comedy, specia® band numbers, 
songs, etc. Many of the musicians 
can hardly speak English in some 
cases, 


Lewis With W. B. & S. in Chi 
Chicago, May 29. 
_ Eddie Lewis is Chicago manager 
for Waterson, Berlin & Snyder, re- 
Placing Willie Horwitz. 


Driftwood” 


By ABE LYMAN 
and BENNY DAVIS 


Bigger Than “Rain” 
Watch It Grow 


Rossins Music CorrorATION( 
Seventh Av New York. 
mara 


$7 Couvert Charge 


Up at Tex Guinan’s, where 
daylight only tells the time, 
there is a “guest night” every 
night, it seems, or more often. 

The other evening Tex had 
quite a collection of celebs. 
She stuck on a couvert charge 
of $7 per person. All of Tex’s 
self-designated suckers came 
across, 

Usual couvert there is $3. 
For that you see Tex, a floor 
show and a_ high-pressure 
check. 


Victor’s Composing Prizes 


At the Victor Talking Machine 
Co.’s invitation dinner at the Hotel 
Plaza, New York, Monday night, a 
plan “to encourage the art of mu- 


sical composition in the United 
States” through a series of gash 
prizes totaling $40,000 was an- 
nounced by John Erskine, the au- 
thor and president of the Juilliard 
Musical Foundation. The prizes are 
$25,000, $10,000 and $5,000 for the 
best symphonic work, and the best 
two compositions of a “popular” 
variety for ordinary dance band 
recarding. 

The only restrictions are that the 
composers must be of American 
citizenship, The closing date for 
the symphonic competition is May 


27, 1929, awards to be announced 
Oct. 3, 1929. The pop classification 
closes Oct. 29, 1929, awards slated 
for Dec. 28, 1929. 

The judges in the symphonic con- 
tes. will be Olga Samaroff, concert 


pianist. and music critic; Rudolph 
Ganz, Leopold Stokowski ..nd Serge 
Koussévitsky, symphenv conduc- 


tors, The popular <vompetition 
judges will be announced later. 


Columbia’s Radio 


In line with the Columbia Pho- 
nograph Co.’s general progress, such 
as signing Paul Whiteman, and 
having Paul Ash, Ted Lewis, Paul 
Specht, Van and Schenck and other 
recording artists under contract, is 
the decision to market its own Col- 
umbia radio receiving set. 

Columbia will manufacture radio 
receiving apparatus bv arrange- 
ment with the Kolster Radio Corp., 
which also has its own brand on 
the market. -: 

It will be the first time a combi- 
nation phonograph-radio set will be 
a dual product of the same com- 
pany. Both Victor and Brunswick 
now use-the RCA apparatus in their 
combination machines. 


BEN BLACK’S “SCHOOL” 


Coaching M. C.’s for Publix Houses 
—Fornier!y at Paramount 


Ben Black, erstwhile stage band 
leader and m. c. at the Paramount, 
New York, has a new executive 
berth with the Publix organization. 
Black grooms and coaches new 
stage leaders, working with Nat 
Finston in the musical department. 

Among new Publix m. c.’s is Vic- 
tor Irwin (formerly Irwin Abrams) 
and his recording orchestra at the 
new Woonsocket (R. I.) house, 
opening this week. 

Frank Cornwell, from the Hof- 
brau, New York, opens June 16 at 
the Loew-Publix house in Syracuse. 


TWO SOLID YEARS AND 


GUS ARNHEIM 


ORCHESTRA 


AND 
HIS 


STILL GOING AT THE 


‘Rain’ Labeled Infringing, 
‘Conscious or Otherwise’ 


Federal Judge T, D. Thacher is of 
the opinion that Leo Feist, Inc., is 
entitled to an injunction against 
the Robbins Music Corp., Eugene 
Ford and Ned Wayburn, on the con- 
clusion that Ford's song composi- 
tion, “Rain,” published by Robbins, 
is a copyright infringement on 
Feist’s copyright of “Rain! Rain! 
Rain!,” authored by Arthur Swan- 
strom and Carey Morgan. 

Wayburn involved 
having interpolated Robbins’ ‘Rain’ 
song in his “Honeymoon Cruise,” 
vaudeville flash act, which Morgan 
and Swanstrom originally authored. 


Ford, author of “Rain,” allegedly 
composed that number to _ inter- 
polate it in the Wayburn act in 
place of the Swanstrom-Morgan 
“Rain! Rain! Rain!” song when the 
latter composers had a falling out 
with Wayburn. 


Judge Thacher opines that Ford, 
as the stage manager of Wayburn’s 
act, could not help hearing the Feist 
publication repeatedly. While Ford 
denies having had Feist’s song in 
mind, the court opines that “copy- 
ing is clearly established. Whether 
the copying was conscious or sub- 
conscious is of no consequence.” 

Judge Thacher gives Robbins the 
privilege of posting a bond instead 
of submitting to immediate injunc- 
tion. 

Robbins had interposed affidavits 
that the Feist song, one of several 
in the “Honeymoon Cruise” act, did 
not sell, whereas their “Rain” pub- 
lication, through intensive exploita- 
tion was plugged into a sizeable 
hit. 

Through bad blood existing be- 
tween Swanstrom and Morgan on 
one side and Wayburn and Ford on 
the other, the publishers became in- 
volved as the copyright owners. 


through 


Minneapolitans Sniff 
Mouse on Radio Billing 


Minneapolis, May 29. 

Minneapolitans found it difficult 
to reconcile the *-zt that, while 
the State theatre was 
the Silvertown Cord orchestra and 
masked tenor in person on its stage 
last week, WCCO, leading '‘ocal 
radio broadcasting station, purport- 
ed to broadcast a concert by the 
same orchestra by remote control 
from New York. There was much 
comment on the public’s part and 
many insinuations went the rounds 
to the effect that the State attrac- 
tion was not the genuine WEAF 
radio organization as it purported 
to be, but some outfit sailing under 
false colors. 

As explained by the State man- 
agement, however, the original Sil- 
vertown Cord orchestra and silver 
masked tenor actually appeared 
here, while the aggregation heard 
over the radio by remote control 
from New York was just another 
Goodrich orchestra and should not 
have been given the title, “Silver- 
town Cord.” It was pointed out that 
Joseph Knecht, the original organi- 
zer and director of the orchestra, 
was on hand here to do the con- 
ducting. 


Wanted Davis’ Orchestra 


Ben Riley paid off Harold Veo and 
his orchestra almost two weeks’ sal- 
ary to accommodate the New Meyer 
Davis band under Ben Glaser’s di- 
rection to open ahead of schedule 
at his Arrowhead Inn, New York. 
John D’Allesandro, formerly heading 
the Davis unit at the Waldorf- 
Astoria, is featured with the Glaser 
orchestra. 

Veo was at Arrowhead for almost 
two seasons, taking the job over 
from Davis, who originally instal: d 
Veo. 


Garden’s Dance Marathon 


Sunday night, June 10, Milton D. 
Crandall is starting a dance mara- 
thon at Madison Square Garden. 
There is no limit set to the contest. 
It will run as long as any of the 
dancers are able to stand up or the 
gate responds. 


Al Duke, Announcer 


WGGU, radio station at Sea 
Gate, Coney Island, has a duke 
who sings under the plain 
moniker of Andy. 

Fans were complaining 
about the low class of material 
coming from WGGU when the 
press agent released a story to 
the effect that Andy was a 
genuine duke. 

He is supposed to be Andre 
Paul Razafkerie, grand-nephew 
of late Queen Ranavalona III 
of Madagascar, son of Duchess 
Christian of Madagascar and 
grandson of late Jchn Waller, 
American Consul at one time 
to Madagascar, 


Keit’s Full Staff 


A complete list of the Remick 
Music Corporation staff whom Joe 
Keit is admitting to stock owner- 
ship in the recently reorganized mu- 
sic firm, includes E, J. McCauley, 
professional and sales manager in 
Philadelphia and Atlantic City; 
Miss M. E. Hauver, assisting Keit, 
and formerly assistant to the late 
Fred Belcher; Henry Santly, gen- 
eral manager, and head of the pro- 
fessional department; Abe Holz- 
mann, orchestra manager; Charley 
Ray, New England manager, head- 
quartered in Boston; William Mc- 
Dermott, Buffalo and C._velahd; 
Carl West, Detroit, and Midwest; 
Ward Perry, Chicago office head; 
Fred Strubel, Minneapolis, and St. 
Paul store and professional mana- 
ger; I. E. Sklare, diito, Portland and 
Seattle; Harry Bloom, general sales 
manager; Bobby Gross, Los An- 
geles. 

This list includes several omitted 
from Variety's account of last week. 
Keit, who bought out Jerome H. 
Remick, is also making provisions 


to include those of the younger 
blood meriting a co-operative in- 
terest. 


With the Detroig creamery man 
and banker retiring from the music 
business. Keit comes inte complete 
contre] with Clown, Laugh,” 
iar.” “In My 
Bouquet of Mémories” and “dust A 
Little Way Away from Home,” as 
the four big songs, the first one of 
the industry’s biggest hits. 


Geo. Olsen as Victor's 
Ace Dise Seller 


George Olsen will be the No. 1 
band on the Victor label, according 
to report. §Laboratory gossip has it 
that as soon’ as Paul Whiteman’s 
advance catalog of Victor records 
is completely released Olsen will be 
taken in hand for grooming into 
the ace dance band seller. 

Olsen recently re-signed a new 
contract with Victor under unusual 
terms. 

Whiteman, now with Columbia, 
has “canned” a flock of disks which 
will take weeks to release, and 
Victor is concentrating on capital- 
izing on the Whiteman name. 


_ Wiedoeft Left $10,000 

Los Angeles, May 29. 
Herb Wicdoeft, widely known mu- 
sician, who was killed in an auto- 
mobile accident in Oregon recently, 
left an estate of $10,000. A_ will 
could not be found, the amount be- 
ing disclosed with the filing for let- 


ters of administration. 


Herb Wiedoeft’s name will be 
perpetuated in his Brunswick Or- 
chestra. The aggregation, which 


has been permanently organized to 
carry Wiedoeft’s name, opened at 
the Egyptian ballroom, Ocean Park, 


last week. There have been no 
changes made in the personnel of 
the combo, which includes Jess 


Stafford, director; Gene Rose, Gene 


Sigrist, Leon Lucas, Clyde Lueas, 
Adclph Wiedoeft, Gay Wiedoeft, 
Dubby Kirkpatrick, Joe Menoli, 


ALF. M. Imposes 2% 


For Emergency Fund 


Chicago, May 29. 
The American 


Musicians 


of 


reserve 


Federation 
created a 
fund to be contributed to by every 


has 


theatre musician in the United 
States, This was decided upon at 
the Federation's 33rd annual 


vention in Louisville last week. 

The present plan calls for two per 
cent. of all musicians’ salaries to 
be turned over to the fund. If this 
does not prove feasible some other 
arrangement will be made at the 
convention next year. 

A new proviso for road musicians 
was also adopted at the convention. 
Previously, if a musical show came 
into Chicago with New York mu- 
sicians and released them to hire 
Chicago men, it could not take the 
Chicago men on the road and was 
forced to engage a local orchestra 
in each city. The new ruling per- 
mits engaging a road orchestra in 
any city after the original orchestra 
is released. 

Salary scale of road musicians 
was increased at the convention, 
Formerly it was $80 for eight per- 
formances, including Sunday, with 
the new scale calling for $80 ex- 
clusive of Sunday. Sunday work 
raises salaries to $90. 

The new fund is thought to be 
an emergency move _ providing 
against strike trouble with theatres 
on unions’ future demands. — 


Krueger’s Bad Judgment 


Chicago, May 29. 

Bennie Krueger, m.c. alternating 
between the B. & K. Uptown and 
Tivoli, was reported booed off the 
stage during a Saturday matinee. 

It is said Krueger started getting 
fly with the acts, imitating them 
and kibbitzing around generally. 
The audience at first made known 
its disapproval in subdued boos, but 
finally broke out in a steam-like 
hiss when he started leading the 
orchestra. 

Krueger is reported having told 
the audience that he couldn’t please 
everybody and if they didn’t like 


his work they couid leave. This was 
grecied by a heavy razzberry. 


Busse’s Band in Show 


Henry Busse and his band of 16 
are set for the new Elisabeth 
Marbury-Cari Reed musical, “Say 
When,” musicalized by Mare Con- 
nolly from “Love-in-a-Mist.” Busse, 
who also has a Victor recording 
contract, will double the pit and 
stage. 

The musical comes into the Mo- 
rosco next month, The theme song 
is the work of Mayor James J. 
Walker, the score being contributed 
by almost a dozen collaborators, in- 
cluding Jesse Greer and Raymond 
Klages, who have the majority of 
numbers, 

Busse recently left Paul White- 
man to head his own bard. 


A CHOP HOUSE 
QF EXCEPTIONAL MERIT 


156-8 WEST 48TH STREET 


FAMOUS COCOANUT GROVE, LOS ANGELES Prizes are offered. Art Winters and Ernest Abbett. East of Broadway fomng 
NI BJ and His Statler 
| ©O Pennsylvanians 


CORDIALLY INVITE THE PROFESSION TO THEIR OPENING MONDAY (JUNE 4) ATOP THE 


HOTEL PENNSYLVANIA ROOF, NEW YORK 


. , Johns Sxclusiv ist) has augmented his Orchestra 
Johnny Johnson (Exclusive Vietor Artist) aug page 


(Radio-Violin) for the occasion 


to 12 men for the summer engagement on the Pennsylvania Roof, and Js also featuring the new novelty 
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B’WAY ON THE ROAD 


(CASTILLIAN ROYAL) 
(Pelham Road) 
New York, May 24. 

Broadway braziere show of the 
night ciubs kas found its way to 
the ruad. It’s new to the hideaways 
and should be a gate draw. 

Up at the Castillian Garden Royal 
on the Pelham road where the Cry- 
ing Goldmans are splitting some vf 
the grief with the Duffy -Coakley- 
Aronson bunch from downtown cab- 
arets, the floor show is called 
“Broadway at Castillian.” It is 
billed on the near-by boards as “20 
of the pretiiest girls in the world,” 
but to state the truth, one of the 
billboard signs is handsomer than 
any of the women. 

N. T. G. produced the show. He 
didn’t have to produce much _ be- 
sides the young women and there 
are but 12 of these, including the 
girl principals. Without being aware 
of the current price of brazieres, the 
production cost might be figured up 
by adding the expense of two for 
each girl. Then double that for two 
or three full costumes, and N.* T. 
G.’s storehouse discovery is ac- 
counted for in the production end. 

But at that there is more pro- 
duction than talent in the troupe. 

Wearing a couple of brazieres and 
seated on a baye road house floor on 
a chilly night with nothing but the 
girls’ bareness for a covering makes 
it a pneumonia adventure for the 
ladies. For when it’s cold on the 
road, it’s chilly, and when there's 
no business, it’s worse. Yet the girls 
give two exhibitions nightly, 9 and 
12, rain or shine, crowd or none. 

The Castillian had tried every- 
thing else, from bands to acts, so 
this is the final experiment. It will 


BANJO ARTIST 


probably get over with the week- 
ends assured, except with the bad 
weather break. Even then the stags 
will show, for here the girls are mix- 
ing, befere and after. Couvert of 
$1.50 and all a la carte. 

The evening this interpolated bit 
of downtown nite life was caught 
up Pelham way, the featured player, 
Lillian Bond, was not there. Didn’t 
feel so well that evening. Lillian 
had shortly before gone through the 
experience of accusing one Mr. 
Schulman, reputed to be her hus- 
band, of ‘annoying her. That came 
out in police court. Mr. Schulman 
said it was a publicity stunt of Miss 


Bond's. Miss Bond said it wasn't, 
and the judge said blow. It’s still 
unsettled. Nevertheless the pro- 


gram bills Miss Bond «'s the loveliest 
sirl in America, stealing that title 
away from Mae West, and also that 
she is just over from England, be- 
ing the prize beauty of that coun- 
try, which should surprise the Mu- 
tual burlesque people. 

One of the girls acts as mistress 
of ceremonies. Rather good enough 
when doing the announcing, but 
when the troup comes out in the 
brazieres only, the m. ec. is still in 
front. As though some of her fig- 
ure might be lost in the mob scene, 
she mounts the band stand to sing 
a ballad. When returning from the 
ante-room for a bow she is wrapped 
in a cloak. So thoughtful! 

Other names listed with none 
guaranteed in person or presence 
are Wanda Goll, Lee Wiley, Estelie 
La Velle, Ethel March, Grace Car- 
roll, Charlotte Otis, Rosalie Trego, 
Hedwig Langer, May Burke, Gypsy 
Hollis, Betty May, Helen Gestry, 
Virginia Roache, Kay Green. Be- 
sides Don and Jerry, an adagio team 
that prove how far back that form 
of dancing has slipped. In other 
days they would have been in a pro- 
duction with their present trick 
catching and handling. 

Another item is the Eddie Elkins 
orchestra, playing for show and 
dancing. 

There are no neighbors around the 
Castillian Royal and maybe no re- 
formers. In the warmer summer to 
come the braziered collection may 
enjoy their work more than at pres- 
ent, with plenty of Jorns around 
willing to pay for anybody’s food. 
These girls usually are aiways 
hungry, and the lightly clad ladies 
will have to watch out, for if their 
figur’ their jobs may evap- 
orate. 

Yet maybe some of their mothers 
are with them, because someone 
should be around to make secure 
the bkvaziercs. That is important, 
even in a road house. 

Down on the big canyon where 
the bare is not barred and expected, 
without breezes interfering with the 
girls’ art, a show such as this is not 
uncommon. For a first try ina road 
house near New York it’s new, novel 
and intriguing for unattached males. 
And in a road house you are far 
enough away from home to make it 
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safe, with the chances that if any 
of the family does unexpectedly 
drop in, it will be 50-50. : 

For that and other reasons 
“Broadway at Castillian” should 


draw, especially on the other rea- 


sons, including the brazieres. 

And if it does the Crying Golé 
mans will laugh. But the weather 
will have to adjust itself just a lit- 
tle better pretty soon, for when it’s 
too chilly one can't warm up, this 
going particularly for the young 
ladies who don’t care. 


-FRIVOLITY 


(NEW YORK) 
New York, May 23. 

A fair summer revue is at the 
Frivolity, the feature of which is an 
all-blonde cast. With the exception 
of Peter Woolery, Al White and Tom 
Timothy’s orchestra, the male con- 
tingent, the entire personnel of 24 
is all to the preferred shade. 

Tne gals are lookers, and if a 
somewhat unusually sober nite club 
reporter might captiously comment 
that some of the gals are not as 
animate as they are decorative, it 
reduces itself down to a simple case 
of lack of chivalry to say such nasty 
things about the dear things. 

N. T. G.’s frolic is headed by Jean 
Murray, looker, who wears a smile 
and some foliage, although the un- 
dress thing is not so much in evi- 
dence with this edition. The prin- 
cipals include Marie Adams, mistress 
of ceremonies; Maryland Jarbeau, 
doubling from Belasco’s “The Bache- 
lor Father,” and a clever cutie as a 
number leader, also the first Belasco 
principal ever to double into another 
show; Maryon Dale, Vercelle Sis- 
ters, Blinore -Gail, Evelyn Sather, 
Mile. Sandra, Franch chanteuse, 
who also contributes between num- 
bers; Willie May, the feminine half 
formerly of Don and Mae, the Silver 
Slipper dancers; Mary Bay, Bernice 
Varden and Betty Wright. 

Miss Varden introduces the show; 
Maryon Dale’s specialty is the 
“Varsity Drag’; Miss Mae, with an 


follow. Pete Woolery broke it up 
with three highly effective tenor 
solos, 

The “Broken-Down Bouquet,” great 
floor number and a revival dating 
back to the Lew Brown Melody Club, 
was resuscitated, led by Bernice 
Varden, Katherine and Louise Ver- 
celle, with a waltz specialty; Evelyn 
Sather, toe, Betty Wright, Ha- 
waiian: Sendra, s. and d. were 
among the specialists, with Al White 
just preceding wtih a dance number. 

Miss Jarbeau, looking well in a 
novel costume creation, led the 
“7vlu Stomp,” aBuddy' Bradley 
staged tiance, featuring a luminous 
paint effect, topping off with Miss 
ifturrzy for the finale. 

The second half has a strong bal- 
let niiaher, staged by Paul Oscard, 
with @ repetition of specialties, San- 
dva Acing “Mon Homme” vocally 
and liiss Jarbeau again impressing 
individuaily. 

The ‘om Timothy band is dance- 
insoiring for a small combo, fitting 
the _ntimate roors well, and Albert 
(Berryman), at the door, is the same 
ehoery greeter. Abel. 


CASTILLIAN GARDENS 


(Merrick Road) 


(MERRICK ROAD) 
Vailey Stream, L. I., May 22. 

Al Goldman of the famous Crying 
G's is now down the road, his 
brother, Jack, with the Duffy- 
Aarson-Coakley interests operating 
the Castillian Royal up Pelham 
way. At Castillian Gardens, Gold- 
man is at the helm, with Harold 
Leonard and his orchestra the biz 
attraction and beginning to draw 
from the start. 

Al says that one spender last 
Thursday caused him toe cry for 
real because there weren’t enough 
customers, hostesses and natives in 
the vicinity to swell the total. After 
Leonard had responded to the re- 
quests for Hibernian melodies, Har- 
old played “Biv Wild trish Rose’ 
for an hour, 
Island b-and-e hollered for more. 

With true native business acumen 
the Leonard boys are now stocked 
up with Irish song books and folios 
that should satisfy even this hyper- 
devout Hmera!d Islander. With the 
50 and 100 casers he was floating 
around the placs, Leonard and 
Goldman are considerins McLeon- 
ard and MacGoldman es alternate 
monickers. The ‘one ral mick in 
Harold’s band, the first trumpeter, 
was the particular fair-haired 
youth of the evening. 

Outside of this big event in the 
Castillian Gardens’ existence, it 
looks as jf Goldman has a good 
chance down the road. ‘I'he room 
fits Lecnard and Leonard’s music 
fits the atmosphere of the room. 
It’s a good combo and considering 
that they come to dine and dance 
at a roadhouse, and assuming that 
the kitchen is oke, usually the case 
with a Goldman enterprise, they 
ought to build if they get halfway 
decent weather breaks. 
the middle of last week (unless 
Se the past few days) it was 
ruta. 


cried off following a nervous break- 
down are easily restored by such 
spendthrifts as the Irish butter- 


and egger, although teward dewn 
Al was starting to sweat ‘em off 
Thig being the Orst time’! 
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down the road for him, Al had 
heard that Valley Stream and Lyn- 
brook and that territory is strongly 
K. K. K. With ribald laughter and 
the Hibernian medley marathon 
percolatins through the windows 
into the coo), still air of the ro2d, 
it had Goldman plenty nervous, 

Besides Leonard, Cliff O'Rourke 
and a girl specialist are down on 
week-ends and will be permanently 
established with possible acditional 
talent as the weather permits. 
Robert from the 54th Street Club is 
the new headwaiter. 

And, if nothirg else, asx Haro'!d 
to give out his wa'*.. version of the 
torrid “Crazy Jaythm” from 
“Here’s Howe” anu if he gets hot 


encore a request for “Nola” and 
“Was It a Dream?” It’s worth the 
ride alone. Abel. 


PAVILLON ROYAL 


(VALLEY STREAM) 
Valley Stream, L. L, May 27. 

Truly one of America’s greatest 
suburban restaurants, this Merrick 
road house on Long Island, under 
direction of John and Christo. 

It remains an ate dining spot for 
motorists. Catering solely to the 
cuisine fans, with strictly food only, 
the Pavillon Royal is doing the big 
business of the Merrick road and is 
one of the biggest draws of any 
metropolitan roadhouse. 

Despite bad weather breaks, the 
place has been holding its own. The 
week-end trade is always big, and 
week days have been spotty, but 
above the general par of that neck 
of the road. 

Van and Schenck are due back 
week after next for a limited en- 
gagement, the team proving a strong 


draw last season. 


A Meyer Davis orchestra, directed 
by Richard Gasparre, is held over 


for a fifth consecutive season. 


The 


band is one of those smooth, rhyth- 
mic, brassless combinations, click- 


ing with the steppers. 


Excepting 


—— 
for the unusually long intermis. 
sions between dance sessions, 
though this lull can be readily cor. 
rected .by a vocal interrupter and 
will automatically adjust itself with 
Van avd Schenck’s advent, the com. 
binatica is beyond criticism. 

One Corgere! ditty, however, wag 
in poor taste and does not belong 
in a class room thet doesn’t sel] 
and attracts a nice family crowd 
it is a parody concerning Mary, wh5 
took a sleigh ride and was upset. _ 

Sunday night Bert Wheeler was 
the guest of horor and master of 


ceremonies of his own evening 
prior to leaving for Hollywood 
Thursday to make comedy films 


(maybe) for about 10 weeks. Ziegey 
says Bert can't until the handcuffs 


run off. Abel. 
Padlocking! 


The boys have been on a pad- 
locking rampage again and Jimmy 
Quigley’s private dwelling restau. 
rant at 33 West 48th street, New 
York, is booked on the Federal court 
calendar for alleged liquor viola- 
tion. The Hannibal, Ine., Harry 
Hansom, as president, James Quig- 
ley, Harry Martin and Emil Moszio 
are the defendants in this case. 

Harlem black-and-tan Nest Club, 
169 West 133d street, is also booked. 
.sest Club, Inc., Dude Adams, Mal 
Frazer, John Carey, Oscar Hammer- 
stein(!), George Howell and Sam D. 
Wooding are the co-defendants. 


PARODY CLUB STARS CLOSING 

Tonight (Wednesday) marks the 
end of the season at the Parody 
Club for the Durante-Jackson-Clay- 
ton trio of entertainers. 

The have been continuously at the 
Parody since last September and 
also the whole of the previous 
season. 


acro, and Mary Bay, in a toe dance, |. 


and stili the Long. 


Up until} 


Al says that the 20 pounds he: 
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OUTDOORS 


VARIETY 57 


HUNT CIRCUS 

J. L. Hunt, who winters in Pikes- 
ville, Md., just outside of Baltimore, 
is first into the Westchester county 
(N. Y.) territory this season, steal- 
ing a march on his neighbor, the 
Walter L. Main show, which win- 
ters in Havre de Grace and has for 
years made Long Island and West- 
ehester county stands, 

This opens an interesting situa- 
tion. The Downie outfit was play- 
ing in Long Island last week, while 
the Hunt to’ was pitching on the 
Boston Post road after playing Long 
Island towns. 

Hunt moves entirely ‘Sy motcrs, 
having motorized within the pest 
three years. Downie is said to re- 
gard Hunt as an interloper in this 
territory, although Hunt declares 
that in reality he opened the West- 
chester country himsely before 1910 
and even earlier. 

For the last 10 years, Hunt de- 
clares, he has covered southern terri- 
tory:' The show is routed from the 
metropolitan district into New Eng- 
lend. Traveling by motor truck, the 
outfit is highly mobile and does not 
route far ahead. It is Hunt’s tenta- 
tive plan to work up New England 
way and then double back, having 
found the suburban resi? + country 
nice business. 

Hunt’s claim to prior rights to the 
Westchester country seems to be 
debatable. Sam Scribner, who has 
lived in Westchester for some years 
and who knows the circus tribe to a 
man for twoscore years, was not 
familiar with the outfit when he 
stumbled up it driving by. 

Show is a compact unit, carrying 
up-to-date equipment, but is terrible 
on main show performance. Main 
tent is a 75-foot roundtop with two 
30's and an additional 40 when 
needed. Car~'>: its own electric 
light plant, mounted on a motor 
truck with a motor-driven dynamo. 
Canvas is brand new this year, al- 
though the rolling stock is well 
marked by time. 


Besides the two-ring main top is 
a good-sized side show top with a 
novel old-fashioned layout and a 
minor side show attraction of Gene- 
Janet, half man, half woman. Two 
bits for the larger side show and 
dime for Gene-Janet. Main show is 
50 cents general admission and an- 
other quarters for blues. Seats were 
all filled and excess was disposed of 
by breaking bales of hay over the 
wet ground at both ends for the 
overflow to sit on. This was when 
show was caught at Marmaroneck. 

Show economizes to the last ex- 
treme on man power and parapher- 
nalia, but its necessities are com- 
plete, and the kick of the show is 
its rough, old-fashioned appeal to 
the amusement-sated city dwellers 
in the residential suburbs. West- 
chester ought to be a gold mine for 
such an outfit, but this troupe would 
pull better if it went in more for 
i 4B up. Prokably a crew of 
10 men could handle the work. Now 
it is bare, and at the Mamaroneck 
stand the lot was not well laid out. 
Tops were squeezed together and 
the side shows were pitched on the 
wrong slant of the ground. The 
crowd had to look up to the stages 
instead of down the slope. 


Not a flag flying on the whole lot, 
the flash being confined to new 
white top, which presently won't be 
so white, and the red-striped can- 
vas of the Gene-Janet front. 

Main show performance is scant. 
Not a dozen performers in the whole 
bill. Two women do perhaps four 
specialties each, including pretty 
girl, who works rings, traps and 
coes principal riding, and older 
woman who works ponies, dogs, 
does flying perch, rings and general 
utility. There are four clowns, who 
also switch from clowning to acro- 
batiec work, and one straight worker 
Who works varions animal turns, in- 
cluding one clephant, well trained, 
and a rather remarkable monkey 
that does striking slack wire tricks 
and is featured in a novel stunt of 
balancing itself on a rolling globe 
down long flight of steps. 

Hunt says he is expanding the 
main show, having another elephant 
on the way and more people. On 
the basis of the business being done 
in. this stand, he ought to be able 
to-spread himself on outlay. Show 
Sadly needs dressing in the arena 
and on the lot. Its appeal as an 
old-fashioned wagon show is an 
asset, and such an outfit could build 
up this territory into a gold mine 
With good management. 

As an example of the way the 
show is hooked up, Hunt himsel? 
appears in the ring in muddy shoes 
and his careless street dress to work 
a first-class liberty horse. The per- 
formers mostly set up their own 
rigging, of which there is very lit- 
tle, and help to take it down. Hunt 
was for the moment a little short- 
handed, a.few. of his crew having 
Walked out that day. He was doing 
his own “haying” early in the eve-. 
ning, which may have accounted for 
Nis careless appearance; but 
the whole performing troupe looked 
careless, 

The principal riding gir) could be 


built up. Extremely pretty and the 
only one who makes any try for 


sightly dressing. Other woman is 
listless about appearance. Prac- 
Necally nothing in the air and only 
acrobatic numbers were com- 
‘dy bar and ring ecombinat.on in one 


ring, with two ground tumbiers in 
the other. 

Concert is ballyhooed diving wh Ne 
performance, Hunt making his own 
announcements. Fifteen-cent tax 
and just an excuse for the tup ina 
cowboy rider anda strong man who 
holds two automobiles. 

Best thing in the lot is the old- 
time sideshow, with its one-man or- 
chestra playing fiddle and banjo ana 
a brisk lecturer selling trick silhou- 
ettes that wriggle when a 1tishted 
match is moved behind them, peri- 
scopes and the like. They have 
trained birds and a few other tri- 
fles to stall the salesmanship. 

One of the side show items that 
fascinated Scribner was the sale of 
“futures,” ten-cent racked, in which 
the worker sticks a bit of paper in 
the palm of the visitor’s hand, 
which, being peeled off, shows pic- 
ture of the future wife. 
Scribner said he hadn't seen the gag 
worked for 20 years and he won- 
dered what had become of Eisman, 
who had a place on th. Bowery and 
used to supply the material to the 
trade. 

Sam Scribner, by the way, was 
one of Hunt’s best customers. Scrib- 
ner, as the worid kiows, ran away 
from home to join a wagon show 
when he was a kid and was 2 ecir- 
cus owner for years. When he 
lamped that top on the Boston pcst 
road he was set for the evening, 
and probably will trail 1< all over 
the territory. If he d.dn’t remem- 
ber Hunt, Hunt remembered him. 

The Variety man lost Scribner in 
the crowd, but he told Hunt he was 
on the lot, and Hunt suspended his 
“haying” to search for him. “I want 
to see,” he said, “that he gets the 
same friendiy treatment on _ this 
show that I got from the Scribner 
& Smith outfit.” Rush. 


Downie Bros. 


Reports that Andrew Downie is 
wrathy at one J. L. Hunt who has 
slipped in ahead in the Long Island 
and Lower New York territory with 
a tramp outfit and is using up the 
territory that Downie has long re- 
garded as his, are readily believ- 
able after an inspection of both 
shows. 

The Downie Bros. unit, now en- 
tirely motorized, was working 
across Long Island :ast week, start- 
ing at Port Washington and end- 
ing at Babylon. In the early week 
stands it had been preceded by 
Hunt, notably in Hicksville and 
Mineola, about 10 days earlier. The 
Hunt outfit had left an indifferent 
impression and Downie suffered in 
consequence. 

The issue is clearly defined and 
Downie hus all the better of the 
moral argument. He has been play- 
ing for years and putting money 
into the building up of good will. 
For instance when Downie had the 
Walter L. Main show out in this 
territory a few years ago, he went 
the limit in salary outlay by put- 
ting in the May Wirth act as fee 
ture, an arena number that fea- 
tured the Ringling-Barnum show 
last season and the year before. 

Downie made the point that he 
was building up the Main name in 
the Lang Island territory and the 
outlay was justifiable, certainly a 
broad gauge policy. Now a shabby 
troup books through right ahead of 
him and damages the big top good 
will he had nursed along. 

The Downie Bros. outfit this year 
is a three-ring show that really 
delivers a first class entertainment. 
In money invested it represents 
perhaps around eight to one of the 
Hunt outlay, and the operating 
costs show probably an even wider 
discrepancy. Hunt advertises a 
three-ring show, but delivers but a 
two-ring lavout. 


In personnel the comparison 
shows ten in the Downie show for 
one on the Hunt lot. There are 


only eight or ten arena performers 
all told in the Hunt show while the 
Downie troup carries a group of 
clowns alone cf that number. 

On top of this, the Sparks Circus 
is billing the “. I. territory, play- 
ing along the Jamaica-Riverhead 
reil line the first week in June, and 
billing dates close to the Downies. 
In spite of which the Downie name 
draws business. At the Farming- 
dale stand Friday the top was ca- 
pacity, alvchough no extra space was 
used. The reserved seats were sold 
to the last one before the main per- 
forinance opened and the admis- 
sions were fully occupied. 

This being a motor outfit hilling 
is concentrated because stands are 
close together and business drawn 
from a dGistance would react since 
all Long Island population moves 
around by motor. Farmingdale 
billing was centered around the 
railroad station and along the 
town's main street. Little paper 
was up in the surrounding country. 

Show features its wild animal 
displays, given in a_ steel arena 
cage on one side of the top instead 
of in the middle. Arrangement 
makes for speed of performance but 
is costly by taking out that much 
seating space. Cage is up when 
audience enters and show is opened 
with act of two lions whose dens 
are backed up against the cage and 
within the canvas enclosure, This 
lavout obviates the clumsy use of 
shifting boxes and hastens things 
along. After the lions. a ring num- 
her is put on, while the big cats 
remain in the arena eage in view. 


Parades in K. C. 


Kansas City, May 29. 

The local committee handling the 
plans for the coming National Re- 
publican Convention expects to 
make it a regular circus event, 
with torchlight parades and other 
amusements. 

Arrangements are being made for 
the big parade the night before the 
meeting opens, in which 75 civic 
organizations are expected to par- 
ticipate. Features of the parade 
will be floats depicting the out- 
standing events of Republican ad- 
ministrations from the time of 
Alexander Burr to that of Roose- 
velt. Members of the committee 
are figuring on at least 18 bands 
and other musical organizations. 


Mrs. Dutton Carrying On 
With Robinson in Charge 


Mrs. Nellie Dutton, widow of the 
late James Dutton, who died sud- 
denly in Miami, Fla., recently, will 
carry on her husband's circus plans. 

Mrs. Dutton has engaged John A 
Robinson, Jr., as general manager. 
Latter immediately arranged for the 
Dutton Indoor Circus to be moved 
into the old winter quarters of the 
Robinson shows in Cincinnati until 
July 1, when all Dutton contracts 
will be filled. 


FAIR HEALTH CENSORS 


Hartford, Conn., May 29. 
All fair grounds in the state of 
Connecticut must pass state de- 
partment health censorship after 
June 15 or close up. 


This propesed censorship pro- 
vides for sanitary regulations 
adopted by the department last 
week. 


GETS SANTA MONICA PIER 
Los Angeles, May 29. 

Laumauro Amusement Co., New 
York concern, has leased Santa 
Monica Amusement Pier. 

Laumauro Co. operates conces- 
sions at Coney ITsland, Palisades 
Park (N. J.) and Atlantic City. 


AKRON JUMPS FEES 
Akron, O., May 29. 

Medicine shows will probably not 
visit here after 20 days. 

At a meeting last week the city 
council increased the license for 
such shows from §3 the first day to 
$100. Each succeeding day will cost 
$25 instead of $1. 


After the ring display—two pony 
is ps working trick for trick in 
end rings—< is redirected to 
the arena cage. Two vicious look- 
ing leopards are let in from the 
dens and are worked witi) the lions 
through a sightly routine. 

Back to ring performarce while 
lions and leopards are quiet in the 
big cage. This time the ring dis- 
play is a groun of women acrobats 
on flying ladders and traps. Other 
minor ring material is run off dur- 
ing this interval and then the cli- 
max of the wild animal display is 
announced. Two lambs are intro- 
duced in the cage with the leopards 
and lions and finally a collie. The 
domestic and the jungle beasts are 
put through a joint routine illus- 
trating the biblical prophecy of the 
lion and lamb lying down together. 

Show has three elephants (Hunt 
carries one small bull) worked by 
a woman for good ring display. 
Wire walking and “slide for life” of 
the Mareno family, two boys and 
three girls, in first rate ring and 
aerial work. Three girls double for 
several numbers on the wire and in 
the air. 

There is a good variety of minor 
acrobatic material, including a man 
and woman perch 
with the woman doing the under- 
standing and the man the balancing 
on the steel pole which goes to the 
apex of the top. 

From start to finish the perform- 
ance is smart, brisk and sightiy. 
Costuming is colorful and as neat 
as a pin. The equestrian director 
who makes announcements wears 
evening dress, 

Finale finds four 
air, two single aerial teeth 
over the rings and a double 
over the center doing the revolying 
butterflies for a canital climax. 

Whole layout has the marks of 
progressive showmanship with 
everybody on his or her toes. 

Downie outfit makes its play for 
the fumily trade. Side show is sim- 
ple and clean. In this department 
the Hflunt show could have been 
framed on the Downie model. Dis- 
plays are identical, even to the use 
of “futures,” trained birds and half- 
man-half-woman freak. Suggestion 
of the same thing appears in the 
clown displays, except that Down- 
ies have eight men and Hunt four. 
30th have the burlesque fight bit, 
the balloon bit and others. 

Downie’s principal clown, how- 
ever, is the bhest joey of the lat, 
working to the kids for smashing 
results. Rush. 


the 
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women in 
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World Service Loses 
$8,500 Damage Suit 


Spencer, Ia., May 29. 

District court here has awarded E. 
W. Zieman a verdict of $8,500 in 
damages against the World Amuse- 
ment Service Co. of South Dakota, 

Zieman was seriously injured last 
fall at the state fair when a racing 
auto cleared the track and crashed 
into the crowd. The daughter of 
the plaintiff was fatally injured as 
Was also Mrs. Ada McCord. 

Zieman brought suit against both 
the amusement company, and the 
Clay County Fair Association, but 
the court held the former respons- 
ible as sponsors of the races and 
cleared the fair association of lia- 
bility. 

Elbert McCord, husband of the 
second victim, has also filed suit 


‘against the amusement company to 
!come up at a later term of court. 


- Rodeo Riders Team 
Los Angeles, May 29. 

Sam Garrett, world’s champion 
roper, is teaming up with Mabel 
Strickland, world’s champion wo- 
man rodeo rider, to take part in a 
half dozen rodeos around the coun- 
try. The purpose of the tieup is to 
enable Garrett and Miss Strickland 
to do stunt work which will be in- 
ecorporated in a motion picture in 
which they are to be starred. 

A director and camera man are to 
accompany the team on the rodeo 
tour, and after the picture is edited 
and assembled the duo will make 
personal appearances with it in pic- 
ture houses, 


SPIELBERG’S PARK PROMOTION 

A new park promotion is under 
way for Ridgefield, N. J., by the 
Bergen Amusement Park Co., headed 
by Harry Spielberg, former carnival 
operator. 

The park, in the mid-section of 
Ridgefield, opens May 30. Boxing 
bouts spotted for Fridays will be 
handled by Wesley Hamer. 


CARNIVALS 


(Week Commencing May 28, When 
Not Otherwise Indicated) 
Alabama Am. Co., Providence, 
Ky.; 4, Bowling Green; 11, Stearns. 
B. & B. Am Co., Staunton, Va. 
Barlow’s Big City, Champaign. 
Tl. 
Barnett & Schutz, Neosho, Mo. 
Macy Barnhart, Wadena, Minn. 
Benton Am. Co., Centralia, Il. 
Bright Way Shows, Monongah, 
W. Va. 
S. W. Brundage, 
California Shows, 
Central States, C6alton, O. 
Corey Greatcr, Shenandoah, Pa. 
Craft's Greater, Tedding, Calif. 
Crounse Unied, Keene, N. H.: 
Franklin. 
Dealing & Kromius, 
ra 
Dodson’'s, World's 
Ind. 
J. R. Edwards, Kent, O. 
Empire Shows, Wellston, Mo 
Enterprise Shows, Venice, Lil. 
H. N. Endy, Lansford, Pa. 
Florich Expo., Scottsville, Va. 
tobert Gloth, Trenton, N. J. 
Roy Gray, No. 1, Malakoff, Tex. 
Harris Expl, Morristown, Tenn. 
L. J. Heth, Ludlow, Ky. 
Hill’s Greater, Suffolk, Va. 


East Moline, il 
Glens Falls, 


4 
7. 


Emporium, 


Fair, Anderson, 


Howard Bros., Point Pleasant 
W. Va. 

Industrial Expo., Morristown, 
N. J.; 4, Bloomfield; 11, Elizabeth. 


Isler Greater,*Concordia, Kan 

Johnny J. Jones, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

K. F. Ketchums, Morganstown, 
W. Va. 

Joseph J. Kirkwood, Mystic, Conn. 

Abner K. Kline, Medford, Ore. 

Cc. R. Leggette, Pawnee, Okla. 


turn | 


| 


John Lemoine, Bloom field, 
Conn. 

Levitt-Brown-Hugeins, Tacoma. 
Wash. 

Joe t.ynch, Greenfield, O. 

MecCie Han Shows Mexico, Mo 

Metiahon Shows, Dunlap, Ia. 

Migi.c.y Hoy Shows, Xenia, O. 

Model Am. Co., Pierceton, Ind 

Northern Expo., Appleton, Minn 

Pacific States, Sunnyside, Wasn.: 


4. Lewiston, Idaho 
Park Am. Co., Eskdale, W. Va. 


C. E. Pearson, Paris, Il 

Peerless Expo., Delorme, W. Va. 

Pennsylvania shows, Mayfield 
Pa 

Perkins Greater, Pawtucket, R. 1 

Powers Am. Co., Battle Creek 
Mich. 

Princess %)ga, Centraiia, 1). 

Mathew J. Riley, Manville, N. J. 


Rock City Shows, ‘h, Ky: 


Rubin & Cherry, Parkersburg 
W. Va. 

Walter Shows, Albion 
Neh.: 4, O'Neill. 


Sheesley Greater, New Castle, Pa. 
Snapp PBros., West Frankfort, I. 
Southern Tier, Rochester, N. Y. 
Southern Shows, Akron, O. 
United Am. Co., Johnsonburg, Pa 
W.G. Wade, Port Tfuron, Mich. 
Wallick Greater, Girard, 


J. W. Western Am Co. Logan 
W. Va. 

David A. Wice. Cleveladn, O 

Wold Gre I> 


TRAINER 
SEVEN LIONS 
DURING SHOW 


John Guilfoyle Painfully 
| Hurt—Rescued by Wife 
from Sparks Cage 


Syracuse, N. Y., May 29. 

Severely injured in a terrific fight 
with seven lions during a perform- 
ance of the Sparks circus last week, 
John Guilfoyle, @mimal trainer, 
rushed to St. Joseph*’s hospital, will 
recover. 

Guilfoyle’s rescue was spectacu- 
lar, his wife, Harriet Guilfoyle, her- 
self a leopard trainer, directing the 
work of the attendants. When the 
men had distracted the beasts she 
entered the cage and dragged her 
husband to safety. 

It was Buster, Guilfoyle’s largest 
animal, that started hostilities. 


The tamer had taken a new lion 
cub into the cage and the new- 


comer started the fight, the veteran 
animals showing jealousy from the 
start. Buster ripped Guilfoyle’s 
arm, thrown up to. protect his 
throat, from wrist to elbow. 

Mrs. Guilfoyle continued with the 
circus. 


Circus Fans’ Election 


Philadetphia, May 29. 

Practically every State in the 
Union was represented in the 100 
odd members attending the three- 
day convention of the Circus Fans’ 
Association here last week. 

Big event was the dinner thrown 
by Col. George L. Miller, owner of 
the 101 Wild West Show, with Buf- 
falo meat, served from the Miller 
Oklahoma ranch. Following the 
feed the fans attended the show 
in a body. 

Officers elected for the associa- 
tion were. Clint E. Beery, Chicago, 
president; R. P. Johnston, Concord, 
N. H., vice-president and chairman 
of the Eastern States district; J. A. 
Wagner, Des Moines, vice-president 
and chairman of the Central States 
district; I. C. Speers, Santa Monica, 
Calif., vice-president and chairman 
of the West States district, and 
Harry NHertzberger, vice-president 
and chairman of the Seuthern 
States district. 


Other officers are: Karl Kee 
Knecht, Evansville, Ind., secretary 
and treasurer and L. M. Latta, In- 


dian: jia., recordiig secretary. 
3oard of directors named: F, D. 
Benham, New York; Ceorge Duffy, 
Fort Plain, N. Y.; J. P. Forsyth, 
Concord, N. H.; A. J. Haggerty, 
3vadford, Pa.; I. K. Pend, Chicago, 
Ill.; H. E. Bester, Hagerstown, Md.; 
A. G. Hollander, Evansville, Ind.; 
C. M. Sarchett, Ponca City, Okla., 
and Marshall L. King, Washington, 
D. C., past president of the asso- 
ciation. ; 
Col. Miller, on the final day of 
the session, informed the fans that 


the day of the grafter with thé 
circus was gone, 
SHILL BEATEN UP 
Harrisburg, Pa., May. 29. 
When Gentry Bros. show pulled 


out of Lock Haven, near here, they 
left behind Clarence Biggs, so badly 
beaten he couldn’t travel. Biggs is 
have worked shill on 
He suys he wanted to quit 
the job and was set upon and 
beaten by people in the troup who 
insisted he remain at work. 

Iie named his alleged assailants, 
but the police couldn’t find them. 


CIRCUS 


John Robinson 


said to as a 


the lot. 


30, St. Stephens, N. B.; 31, Ban- 
| gar, Me.; 1, lewiston; 2, Augusta; 
4, Portland. 
Sells- Floto 
30-2, Bostun, Mass.; 4, Plymouth; 
5, Sulem; 6, Gloucester; 7, Lynn: 
| 8, Newburyport; 9, Portsniouth 
Al G. Barnes 
May 29, Everett, Wash.; May 30, 
Mt. Vernon, Wash.; diay 31 to June 


2, Seattle; June 3. Suinday; June 4, 


Yakima, Wash. 


BARNES-CARRUTHERS 


Fair Booking Ass'n, Inc. 
121 No. Clark St., Chicago 


HIGH-CLASS OUTDOOR 
NOVELTY ACTS WANTED 
AT ALL TIMES 


Fair Booking Agency in 
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may 
Woods Bidg., 
be held subject to call, 


Phones: 
Majestic 
This week's vaudeville ensemble 
at the Majestic seemed poorly 


a helter-skelter, 
affair. Majestic pa- 
trons. out for popular prices and 
reasonably good pictures, are not 
connoisseurs, and so the apparent 
soliloquy is “Why bother?” 

“The Corner Drug Store,” Scoville- 
Gillis and Co.’s attraction, ene of the 
better known standard acts around 
here, carried the principal comedy 
foundation of the show. This act 
has been playing to consistent busi- 
ness on standard time for several 
years and is a dependable laugh 
magnet. 

Telling the story of anti-Volstead 
fluids in a small-town pharmacy, 
the attendant situations and laugh 
lines are well introduced. Major 
laugh portions are handled by little 
Miss Scoville, lead comedienne, who 
is “built” for laughs. Dorothea 
Kane, featured dancer, does some ot 
the fastest buck and cleverest ec- 
centric terpsichore that has been 
seen in some time. Why some pro- 
ducer has not copped her off for a 
revue is one of the world’s myste- 
ries. In eecentric work her eyes 
talk and her dancing is interpreta- 
tive to the ’nth degree. It won't be 
long until some one grabs her for 
the picture houses, and that is what 
she needs to establish a reputation. 

Business was pitifully slim, with 
only 10 rows of the orchestra, three 
of mezzanine and a speckled bal- 
cony. Weather no alibi. Opening 
to a discouraging house was Welby 
Cooke’s Circus, using “Sidney,” 
beautiful equine, Shetland nony, sev- 
eral dogs and a monkey. All ani- 
mals well trained and nicely han- 
dled, plus the good-looking equip- 
ment, this turn can stand plugging 
for the kids. 

Cook and Wade, two boys of color, 
opened with some average tap steps 
in English walking suits, white spats 
and fedoras. The boys make a nice 
appearance and finish with a couple 
of novelty routines that are quite 
creditable. Nelson and Parish fol- 
lowed, with one of those gay-old- 
dog vs. sweet-young-thing, layouts, 
and convinced that they Suse very 
fair material for deuce spots in the 
small and intermediate clocking. An 
old chap as a Western Union mes- 
senger does the prescribed number 
of “by crackies” to the girl’s kid- 
ding. He plays a steel guitar well, 
but not enough. Girl sings well. 

Scoville-Gillis and Co. trot in here 
with special scenery of their “Cor- 
ner Drug Store.” Shean, Phillips 
and Anger next to closing, with 
dances and songs. Nice enough lit- 
tle trio—two boys and a girl. The 
latter is a shapely lass who sings 
blues and songs a Ja Francais. Boys 
are good steppers, good singers and 
nice appearing. 

Van veveies and Co., with special 


spotted, rather 
thrown-together 


When in 
Visit These Hits 


MATINEES WEDNESDAY 
Cc O R T AND SATURDAY 


“A play of youth, clean mischief, good 
fun and healthy romazice.’ 
—Amy Leslie, News. 


“A Companionate 
Marriage” 


BLACKSTON E 


A. L. Erlanger & Harry J. Powers, Mers. 
GEO. M. COHAN Offers 


Grant Mitchell 


IN THE LAUGH SENSATION 


The Baby Cyclone 


Wednesday and 
Saturday Mats. 


Mats. Thurs. and Sat. 
SCHWAB and MANDEL Bring You 


THE NEW COLLEGIATE 
MUSICAL COMEDY 


“GOOD NEWS” 


with an 
ALL-AMERICAN TEAM OF PLAYERS 
FORTY FLAPPER FRESHIES 
ABE LYMAN (Himself) & HIS ORCA. 


ERLANGER 


A. L. ERLANGER Presents 
THE DOMESTIC COMEDY SUCCESS 


“THE 19TH HOLE” 


By and With 


FRANK CRAVEN 


Mats. 
woops' ADELPH! ana Sat. 


PATRICK KEARNEY’S COMEDY 


A MAN’S MAN 


with DWIGHT FRYE and 
CHARLOTTE WYNTERS 


flash scenery well executed, are good 
acrobats for closing. Miss Elly is a 
fair equilibrist. Setting is of the 
gypsy type, as are the costumes. 
Head balancing, dancing bells and 


two male violins inject sufficient 
variety. 
Right good entertainment, this 


week’s Majestic vaudeville, and “The 
Enemy” (M-G-M) as good feature 
picture draw, with Gish’s name on 
the marquee. Loop. 
Palace 

Palace bill this week leads up to 
James Barton, who has just been 
displayed by local picture houses. 

Real draw Sunday afternoon was 
Benny Davis, who carries an or- 
chestra and several night club acts. 

Earlier part was out of schedule. 
W. Cromwell Knox, billed second, 
was on a delayed train and didn’t 
show. He was replaced by Olin 
Landick, female impersonator, who 


cannot hope to graduate from small 
time, with their songs, ukuleles, and 
attempts at terpsichore. 

Russell and Marconi, with ac- 
cordion and violin, were in the 
deuce spot. The violinist has acted 
upon previous advice and cropped 
his locks; he looks a lot better. The 
accordionist, with a bald spot, is 
real comedy material. They go in 
for comedy, intermixed with their 
music and dances. Have been seen 
in some of the better picture houses, 
and always register. 

Elida Dancers closed the bill. Just 
another small time all femme dance 
revue that is perhaps a bit better 
than the average. The featured 
songster and lead is fierce. One girl 
does a nice mechanical soldier bit 
while another does well in wooden 
shoe stepping. A featured dancer, 
attractive enough, gets by. The 
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doesn’t do so well with his monolog 
but manages to surprise with the 
wig take-off. 

Nonette, singing fiddler, had to 
work in street clothes because her 
costumes didn’t show up, but the 
fact was announced and it helped 
her in applause. She plays very 
well, but her singing is handicapped 
somewhat by overexaggerated emo- 
tional mugging. 

Barto and Mann, fourth, work 
terrifically hard in comic and acro- 
batic dance routines—so hard one 
was completely knocked out just at 
the close. They’re a combo of tall 
and short, good for laughs on that 
angle alone, and the sincerity of 
their work looks like a future. 

George Burns and Grace Allen 
opened the second half with a good 
Al Boasberg dialog, in which they 
both ‘share comedy. Miss Allen 
plays a rather sappy part effectively, 
and the act is reliable for big houses. 

Sandy Lang and C-*., opening, be- 
gan their rcller skating turn with a 
trailer asking that more recognition 
be given to skaters. Lang makes 
about five short appearances, each 
time going through fast whirl rou- 
tines with girl partner. Additional 
are a sister skating team who work 
mildly but manage to please. Clos- 
ing were the Florenis, pedestal bal- 
ancers and posers, not seen, 


Not half a house. Loop. 


Englewood 


For years there has been a same- 
ness to the reception of Englewood 
bills by customers. First act does 
fairly, the second flops, the third 
does fairly, the fourth is most ap- 
preciated and the last does second 
best. 

Campbell and Brady opened the 
last half bill with club juggling and 
specialties by the man. At present 
this is a definite Association act. 


Stone and Angel, man and girl, 
eventually break into soft shoe 
dancing that spots them for the 


neighbs. Arthur Devoy Company 
consummates a mild sketch showing 
how a new step-father may win 
over his suddenly acquired kids. 
It’s done by having the step-pa let 
the kids have what they want, 
against the mother’s faked pro- 
tests. Sketch is not strong on tal- 
ent, but this won’t be noticed in 
intermediate houses. 

Jack Strouse, blackface monol- 
ogist, was successful here with mis- 
cellaneous talk done in toreador 
costume before an arena drop. Later 
he sang, clicking with both ballad 
and comedy. Easily sufficient for 
the time. Closing act, Paradise 
Island, is a four-piece string or- 
chestra and dance team. Orchestra 
is good, but dancers need polish. “A 
Blonde for a Night” (Pathe), the 
film. Almost capacity downstairs 
Thursday night. 


American 

Due to a ten-reel picture, M-G- 
M’s “Student Prince,” the American 
this week clipped off two of its 
five vaudeville acts, using onlv three. 
Opening the bill were the Four Dion 
Sisters. These girls, of varying de- 
grees of plumpnese and _ slimness, 
are dusky damsels from some for- 
eign land. Just whith land is the 
question. Two of the girls are 


rather attractive. As an act they 


usual attempts at flash are made 
with varying degrees of success. 

Business just fair, with weather 
very warm and sultry. 


- Cloyd Griswold and his Campus 
Revelers -epen at the College Inn 
June 4, following the Maurie Sher- 
man band. 


Frank Dare, head of Equity here, 
will be in St. Louis four weeks or- 
ganizing the Municipal Opera. 


Martin Klein and C. L. Turpin 
have purchased the Willard, at 
Calumet and 51st streets, from Abe 
Cohen, They have adopted a pic- 
ture and T. B. O. A. (colored) 
vaude policy. 


Cadets from Tilden and Lane 
Technical high schools are being 
used this week by Will J. Harris 
in special memorial productions for 


the Tivoli and Uptown theatres. 
Herris is using 24 cadets in each 
theatre, billing the  productior.s 


“Young America.” 


Mark Fisher has returned.to the 
Oriental following an illness of sev- 
eral days during which Al Kvale, 
of the Norshore, acted as guest 
conductor. 


Gregory and Bernasik will install 
a stock and picture policy in the 
Palace at Cicero. 


M. J. Murphy is to take over the 
management of the Varsity, Evans- 
ton, Lubliner and Trinz house. Bob 
Knudson, formerly of the L. & +: 
Windsor, is to assist. 


Barry Lupino, comedian with the 
“Love Call” at the Olympic, is de- 
signing scenery and costumes for a 
new Lupino Lane comedy to be pro- 
duced in Hollywood shortly. 


Sammy Stewart and his Planta- 
tion band are to open at the Light- 
house here. Previously a road- 
house, the place has been converted 
into a ballroom. 


Joe Warner, announcer at radio 
station WCFIL, is doubling into pic- 
ture houses. Formerly of Warner 
and Sullivan, vaudeville. 


Don Dixon’s stock players at the 
Warrington, Oak Park, Mlinois, are 
presenting “Back Home” as the 
opening effort. 


Great States theatres are to con- 
duct an Illinois beauty contest. All 
Great States theatres will partici- 
pate. Theatres owned by others in 
towns where there are no Great 
States will be invited to join. Finals 
in Chicago. Bruce Godshaw is ar- 
ranging an all-American benuty 
contest for the Trianon and Aragon 
ballrooms. He plans to make it na- 
tional] in scope, organized along the 
lines of the National Eccentric 
dancing contest held recently. 


A 600-seat picture house will be 
built at 103d and Throop streets by 
Arthur R. Niemz. 


Construction has been started on 


Theatre Corp. The house is to have 
1,450 seats and will play vaude and 
pictures. 


Marigold Gardens outdoor ball 
room, has been reopened as the 
Dime Dance Palace by a group of 
promoters said to be headed by Ed- 
gar A. Benson, orchestra agent. 

Policy is 10c. admission and 10c. 
per dance, with no hostesses. Al 
Turk and his Serenaders opened. 


CINCINNATI 


By JOE KOLLING 
Grand—“The Jest.” 
Palace—‘“Chinese Parrot” and 

vaude, 
-60 Girl” and presenta- 
tion. 
Capitol—“Sadie Thompson,” Vita- 
phone. 
Lyric—‘‘Rose-Marie” (film). 
Keith’s—‘‘Sharpshooters.” 
Strand—“Sunset Legion.” 


The Palace (Keith), four a day 
since its opening eight years ago, 
changes to thrice-daily week days 
and four Saturdays, Sundays and 
holidays. Six acts instead %f seven, 
with each turn working ev ry show. 
Falling off in attendance since the 
recent opening of the new Albee, 
with a presentation policy, caused 
the change. 


The Walnut Theatre Building has 
been sold for $630,000 by Ike Libson 
and Ben Heidingsfeld. New owners 
will convert the structure into a 
garage. The theatre is one of the 
oldest in Cincy, operated as movie 
in late years and closed three weeks 
ago. 


The Keith, Harris, Libson and 
Heidingsfeld interests are cutting 
down on musicians. On June 16 
six men will be dropped from both 
the Lyric and Capitol orchestras and 
three from the Strand. The cut 
will mean a reduction in expenses 
of close to $10,000. No reduction 
announced in admission prices. 


A 26-people revue, produced by 
Ernie Young, opened an indef. en- 
gagement at Swiss Garden May 26. 
Principals are Alfredo and Maxine, 
Ruth Durrell, Macon and Mayo, 
Moore Sisters, Boris Boskokoff and 
Vic Allen, International Collegians. 


Chester Park opened May 26. 
Flying Fishers, Sensational Stones 
and Lieut. Carbone’s Rainbow Di- 
vision Band free attractions. 


Earl Fuller’s orchestra is in for 
summer at Hill’s Lookout House, 
Covington, Ky. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Metropolitan—‘“Simba.” 

Shube“*—“‘The Garden of Eden” 
(Edith Taliaferro, guest s’ar? with 
Bainbridge Players). 

Hennepin - Orpheum — Vaudeville 
(“Our Gang” kids in person) and 
pictures (“Skinner’s Big Idea’’). 

Pantages — Vaudeville (Raymond 
Fagan and Orchestra) and pictures 
(“Hello Cheyenne”). 

Seventh Street—Vaudeville (Joe 
Freed) and pictures (“Tea _ for 
Three’). 

Minnesota--—“The Street of Sin.” 

State—“Laugh, Clown, Laugh.” 

Lyric—“Diamond Handcuffs.” 

Grand—“Ramona.” Second loop 
run. 


Changing the bills on Friday in- 
stead of Saturday at Pantages has 
resulted so far in a bigger Friday 
business than usual and has not 
hurt the Saturday and Sunday trade, 
according to E. C. Bostick, house 
manager here. 

H. E. Pence, multi-millionaire lo- 
cal automobile dealer, has admitted 
through the newspapers that a “the- 
atrical syndicate” has been nego- 
tiating for property owned by him 
on Hennepin avenue and Eighth 
street with the idea of erecting a 
theatre on it. He announced that 
the “syndicate” is conducting the 
negotiations threugh Chicago 
broker. Local theatrical men be- 
lieve it is Fox who wants to come 
in and erect a huge theatre to buck 
the F. & R.-Publix combination. 
Fox is known to be dissatisfied with 
conditions with respect to distribu- 
tion for his product in this terri- 
tory. Most of his pictures now go 
into Pantages. 


Alex Hyde will be the new master 
of ceremonies at the Minnesota, 
starting next week. He succeeds 
Allen Kane, who has been with the 
house since its opening. 


NEWARK 


Loew’s State—Vaudeville-"Broad- 
way Daddies.” 
Newark—Vaudeville-“We Amerie 
cans.” 
Shubert—‘Simba.” 
Branford—‘Mad Hour.” 
Mosque—'‘Red Hair’-Vitaphone, 
Rialto—“Ramona” (3d week). 
Fox Terminal—‘‘Hello, Cheye nne"s 
“The Escape”’-Movietone. 
Capitol—"“Road ito 
Larnin-Mande]l fight. 
Goodwin—*‘Little 
Kingdom Come.” 
Orpheum—‘“New Spring Jubilee’. 
films. 
Sanford, Irvington—“The Patsy.” 


Ruin”-Me- 
Shepherd of 


The Broad is closed this week, 
according to an announcement, but 
unexpectedly reopens next week 
with “Her Unborn Child.” 


“Road to Ruin” at the Capitol ig 
running in an utterly innocuous 
version with yards cut out to please 
the censors. The Mandell-McLarnin 
fight is also playing the house with 
no hint of Federal interference so 
far. 


Newark, with only about 12,000 
seats too many, is being threat- 
ened with a new 5,000-seat house, 
The site is at Lafayette and Broad, 
where a theatre has been consid- 
ered for several years. It is on the 
wrong side of Broad street nearly 
opposite the Rialto. The house will 
be built immediately, according to 
plans, together with a _  20-story 
office building and garage by a syn- 
dicate headed by Albert M. Green- 
field, Philadelphia. No statement 


as to the operation of the theatre _ 


is forthcoming. The new house is 
only part of a big deal by Green- 
field involving property held at 
$7,500,000. 


Buddy Page, recently m. c. at the 
Sanford, Irvington, has been ene 
gaged in a similar capacity at the 
Stanley, Philadelphia. 


BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


By JO ABRAMSON 
Brooklyn — “Over 


the 


Strand—“Hangman’s House” and 
stage show. 

Cort, Jamaica—“Rain” (stock). 

Brighton—Vaude 

E. F. Albee—“Fifty Fifty Girl” 
and vaude. 

Momart—“Tol’able David” 
“Their Hour.” 

De Kalb—“Lulu Belle” (stock). 


.and 


Fulton — “Saturday’s Children” 
(stock). 

‘Loew’s Met—‘“Red Hair” and 
vaude. 
St. George Playhouse—‘‘Double 
Feature.” 

Empire — “Shanghai Gesture” 
(stock). 


Werba’s Brooklyn is the only 
legitimete house open downtown 
this week. “Over the Wire,” deal- 
ing with night club activities, new 
shor there. 

Buc no sooner do the big houses 
close when up spring several stocks, 
At Fvuiton, open over a year, “Sat- 
urday’s Children” Cort, Jamaica, 
which “coulis Werba has taken over, 
Wright Play in “Rain”; “Ltlu 
Belle,” by Travers Carleton Players 
at De Kalb. Shea’s stock company 
in “Shanghai Gesture.” 


Hiarold Stern and his orchestra 
wil play evenings at Half Moon 
hotel, Coney Island. 


Rockaway Playland, amusement 
park, spened May 30. Rebuilt on 
old Thompson park site at Rocka- 
way Beach. Entire place under di- 
rection of Lou- Magnolia, fight ref- 
eree. A fight arena seating 4,000 
is in the park. 


Bossert Hotel Marine Roof open. 


Namm’s department store, down- 
town, used Miss Brooklyn 
(“Graphic” contest) to try on sum- 
mer frocks. Gave her good space 
in the advertising copy. 


B Presentation. Costumes 
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the Mont Claire theatre, 7200 Grand 
avenue, financed by the Mont Claire! 


Che ‘Claridge 


1244 N. DEARBORN, CHICAGO. SUPERIOR 4980 
Swimming Pool—Gymnasium—Rehearsal Hall 
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theatrical] guests. 


Servidor. 


cost $5 to $8 in any other leading hotel. 


international celebrity. 


Two Entire Floors in the 
Forty-six Story Tower of the 


MORRISON HOTEL 


CHICAGO 


The Most Central Location in Town 
; Atop the Tallest Hotel in the World 


LOSE to the top of the gigantic Morrison Tower, and surrounded by the 
C purest air ever breathed, the 40th and 41st floors are set apart entirely for 


Out of earshot of street noises, you can sleep  undis- 


Rates, $2.50 Up 


turbed until a late hour of the morning. You can also entertain your friends in 
perfect seclusion, secure against interruption. 


1,944 Outside Rooms—Each With Bath 


Every room is outside, with bath, running ice water, bed-head reading lamp and 
The last named is particularly appreciated by professional guests. It 
completely prevents contact between patrons and hotel employees when laundry, 
shoes, etc., are sent out or returned. 


Nearest Hotel to Downtown Theatres 


_ The Morrison stands closer than any other hotel to theatres, stores, and railroad 
stations. Yet, at this central location, rooms are rented for $2.50 to $5 that would 
Store sub-rentals here are so valuable 


that they pay all the ground rent, and the saving is passed on to the guests. 


The Terrace Garden and Boston Oyster House 


At these two famous restaurants, the intimate, carefree atmosphere has won 
In the Terrace Garden the light, vivacious dance music 


and sparkling entertainments have made it a favorite rendezvous for lunch, .dinner 
and after-theatre parties. 


ALL PATRONS ENJOY GARAGE PRIVILEGES 


Reserved for Professional Patrons 


( 


bi 


HARRY C.MOIR 
PRES & GEN MGR. 
THE MAN BACK CF THE INSTITUSION 


OSS 


335773742 


at 


The New Morrison, when completed, wil! be the largest | 
end tallest hote/] in the world, containing 3,400 rooms 


SEATTLE 


Variety’s Seattle Office 
Waldorf Hotel 


By SAM COHEN 


Metropolitan—‘Wings.” 

Fifth Avenue — “Shepherd of 
Kingdom Come.” 

Seattle—‘‘Easy Come, Easy Go, 
Publix unit “Tick Tock.” 

President—Henry Duffy Players. 

Blue Mouse—‘Tenderloin.” 

United Artists—“The Valley of 
the Giants.” 

Orpheum—Vaude and pictures. 

Pantages—“‘Honor Bound” and 
vaud. 

Third Avenue—Toby’s Comedians. 

Columbia—“Hunchback of Notre 
Dame.” 

Winter Garden—‘Keeper of the 
Bees.” 

Palace 
Stock. 


Hip — Musical Comedy 


Herschel Stuart, division manager 
for West Coast, has returned from 
a trip to Montana. Stuart reports 
biz just fair. While in Pocatello, 
Idaho, Stuart started negotiations 
for the erection of a_ 1,400-seat 
house. W. C. has no house at pres- 
ent there. Would break the jump 
of Fanchon and Marco units from 
Boise to Salt Lake City. 


Washington Chapter of the Amer- 
ican Guild of Organists has ar- 
ranged a series of seven organ re- 


Call For--- 


IL 


-ancd be assured of receiving the 
best materials properly blended. 
SOLD EVERYWHERE 
Manufactured by 


Stein Cosmetic Co., N. Y. 


citals which will be given over 
KFOA within the near future. Or- 
ganists scheduled to play are Mal- 
colm Hughes, Marvin Brain, Jo- 
seph Greener, Roza Zimmerman, 
Kenneth Lyman and W. H. Doniey. 


a grind musical comedy 
has been closed by John 
operator. 


State, 
house, 
Danz, 


Al Bernard, house manager for 
West Coast here, has resigned and 
will move to Los Angeles. 


The legit Met (K. & E.) has a 
new treasurer in E. D. Stanley, re- 
cently of Los Angeles. 


Seattle and Orpheum had their 
ice-cooling plants on last week. 
Former house plugged it heavily in 
the advertising. Orpheum kept it a 
secret. 


George Lipschultz 1s expected 
back here June 1 to start organiz- 
ing the orchestra which goes into 
the Mayflower. Ray Watkins is 
contractor for the band. It is 
planned to open the house with 30- 
pieces. 4 


Bob Murray, maintainance man 
at the United Artists theatre, was 
recently rushed to the hospital, 
suffering from a severe attack of 
appendicitis. 


Another house, operated by 
W. CG. to cease operation is the 
Broadway, Tacoma. It has been a 
loser, as the terrific nut makes it 
an unprofitable venture. It is the 
key theatre of the town, which for- 
merly played Fanchon and Marco 
unit shows. Its closing leaves Pan- 
tages without real opposition, as 
the Colonial and Rialto (W. C.) are 
straight picture houses. E, C. Jef- 
fers, manager for W. C. in Tacoma, 
wag recently shifted to Butte, Mon- 
tana, and Steve Perutz, formerly of 


the United Artists, Seattle, was 
named as successor. 
Knowles Blair, local newspaper 


and publicity man, was unsuccess- 
ful in his attempt to collect $30,000 
damages from Universal Columbia 
here. Superior Court found for the 
theatre. 

' About a year ago, Blair was hired 
by Bob Bender, manager of the 
Columbia, as press agent. During 
that time, Blair was working on 
‘some publicity stunt which necessi- 
tated him to go on top of the the- 
aire roof. While on .ne Blair 
caught his left arm in the fan 
wheel and his arm had to be ampu- | 
tated. 


OAKLAND, CAL. 


By WOOD SOANES 


The prize whoopee story of the 
week sneaked out of the Oakland 
Orpheum when Howard Smith of 
“The Fakir” act roamed out on the 
stage apparently okeh and began 
his act: 

‘I’m out here to protect the man- 
agement!” 

After a third repetition of this 
cheering news friendly stage hands 
undertook to protect the manage- 
ment too, and Smith was removed 
to less unsympathetic climes for 
copious doses of heavy java. The 
next day he was replaced by a pick- 
up act from San Francisco. 

The matter was sent on to the 
New York office where a fine was 
slapped on and Monsieur Smith 
given lengthy words of warning. 
As part of the irony of fate the fine 
included expenses of wires back and 
forth and transportation for the 
substituting act. 


Marjorie Rambeau opened Mon- 
day at the Salt Lake theatre for a 
four week engagement in “The 
Scarlet Woman.” She will have 
George Barnes and virtually the 
same cast with her here. Afterward 
she will go under the Henry Duffy 
wing for 15 weeks in the northwest 
and a similar period south. The 
Fulton launched a musical comedy 
season with Charles Ruggles 
starred Sunday. 


The Iegal battle of Kolb and Dill, 
the Coast comedians, to recover 
damages from Fred Giesea and W. 
A. Rusco, local producers, as a re- 
sult of the decision to eliminate the 
chorus in the local presentation of 
“Queen High” a year ago, was on 
in the Superior Courts all week 
without result. 

Kolb and. Dill made the conten- 
tion that there was nothing to In- 
dicate that “Queen High” required 
a chorus and that they found the 
show speedier with a reduction to 
two girls. The matter developed 
into a forensic battle between Ber- 
nard Silverstein for Rusco and 
Giesea and Theodore Hale for Kolb 
and Dill, with the latter given an 
edge by the court reporters due to 
familiarity with show business. 
Hale is Pacific Coast representative 
for Equity. 


BRONX, N. Y. 


Show business continues good in 
this borough, and the Windsor, sub- 
way circuit and tryout house, will 


This trial was the second one, as |Stay open all summer, for first time 
| ne jury disagreed when the first lin its history. America theatre will 


! trial was held. 


also continue through the hot 


weather, new dramatic stock troupe, 
America Players, immediately re- 
Placing Blaney Players this week 
without loss of a single week. Max 
Schoenbach, who has the house un- 
der sub-lease, is operating the 
America Players himself, with back- 
ing from J. Lerner, who has the 
Lerner ladies’ shops throughout the 
city. Most of the Blaney Players 
remain with the America Players. 


Lou Smith resigned this week as 
manager of the Mount Morris the- 
atre, pictures. No successor as yet. 


Bronx Beauty Contest, annual 
event, to select ““Miss Bronx” in con- 
junction with Bronx Borough Day, 
June 9, proving bonanza to 19 local 
houses in which district representa- 
tives are being picked. The event 
has always been good for capacity 
business every night that the pre- 
liminaries are staged. Only cost 
to the theatre is $30 for the float 
on which its representative will ride 
in the Borough Day parade. 


Keith-Albee Royal presenting 
annual “Royal Revelations” this 
week, with 30 local girls and ten 
professionals in cast. Tom Linton 
staged the show. 


Maxiin’s Beach and Casino Peach, 
City Island, and Miramar Poo! ail 
open this week for season. Opening 
dates later than those of last year, 
due to inclement weather. 


NEW ORLEANS 


By O. M. SAMUEL 

Saenger——“Street of Sin.” 

Loew’s State—“The Dragnet” and 
vaude. 

Liberty—‘‘Lady Raffles.” 

Orpheum — “The Escape” 
vaude, 

Strand—“Diamond Handcuffs.” 


and 


A bigger, brighter and better 
“Silver Slipper” cabaret hag risen 
from the ashes of the former night 
club, which burned to the ground 
during the past winter. The new 
place will open in the fall. 


Rajah Raboid himself is regaling 
the locals while visiting nis parents. 


Don Phillipini, musical conductor 
of the Saenger, Mobile, is wielding 
the baton at the Saenger here while 
Castro Carazo vacations in the 
tropics 


Rumor is about that the Saengers 


ATLANTA 
By ERNIE ROGERS 

Howard—“Hold ‘Em Yale” 
Publix unit. 

Capitol—“Why Sailors Go Wrong” 
rand vaude. 

Keith’s Georgia—“The Blue Dan- 
ube” and vaude. 

Loew’s—“Becky” and vaude. 

Metropolitan—“Tragedy of Youth” 
and Vitaphone. 

Rialto—“Chicago After Midnight” 
and Vitaphone and Movietone. 


and 


Atlanta—‘“Jimmie’s Women,” 
stock. 
Erlanger—Dark. 
— 


Charles Ray, of films, opens Mon- i 
day at the Atlanta as leading man i 
of the Robert Williams stock com- 
pany, with Virginia Howell as lead- 
ing woman. Felix Krembs and Bar- 
bara Jo Allen also are in the cast. 


Abandoned about two years ago, 
the Atlanta is opening with the 
Williams unit which closed two 
weeks ago at the Erlanger. The 
rent question had much to do with 
the switch of houses. 


Fourteen members of the Publix 
Training School for Managers, led 
about by John F. Barry, have be- 
Sun two weeks’ study of how they 
do it in the Howard, Georgia and 
Rialto, Publix houses, here, 


NEY LOANED 
FURS 


Strictly Confidential 


PAUL KASKEL & SONS 
9 Columbus Ave.~between 59&60 Sts 
Phone COLumbus 1442-1443 ~ 1481 


THEATRICAL OUTFITTERS 
1580 Broadway New York City 


DOROTHEA ANTEL 
226 W. 72d St., New York City 
The Sunshine Shoppe 


will eliminate the customary stock 
at the St. Charles, supplanting it; 
with individual bookinus of concert 
and lyceum entertainers. 


OPERA LENGTH HOSIERY 
and the dainty things milady 


loves 
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TORONTO 


Royal Alexandra—‘‘Road to Rome” 
(Wagner stock). : 

Empire—‘Alice Sit by Fire” (Kep- 
pie stock). 

Victoria—‘They Knew What They 
Wanted” (English stock). 

Loew’s—"The Big City’’-vaud. 


Uptown — “Drums of Love”-stage 
show. 
Tivoli— Ramona” (2d week). 


Regent—Dark. 
Princess—Dark. 
Hip—‘ Love Hunegry”-vaud. 


Runnymede — “Last Command”- 
vaud. 
Palace--"“Easy Come, Easy Go’”- 


vaud. 
Capito!l—‘“Legion of Condemned”- 
vaud. 


Maurice Schwartz is in town with 
his Yiddish Art Theatre Co. to do 
three plays at the Standard. Chi- 
nese plays are also being done in 
Toronto this season. 


Horace Sinclair will direct Wag- 
ner’s Toronto stock outfit on his 
three-town wheel. 


Pete Egan and Jack Hunter, man- 
ager and assistant of the FP ace 
house in Regina, have been elected 
presidents of the senior and junior 
Regina baseball leagues, respective- 
ly. Eddie Laughton, master of cere- 
monies at the Capitol, ace FP house 
in Hamilton, has become an enthu- 
siast at small power boat racing. 


Kenwood, Toronto neighborhood 
house, has made indpendent ar- 
rangements to show British two- 
reelers. Playing a split-week bill, 
they had a couple of scenic travel 
shorts this week. 


Joe Hay, formerly publicity chief 
for the Canadian National Exhibi- 
tion, has been named manager of 
Sunnyside Beach, succeeding Donald 
Mackenzie Goudy. Hay has got the 
beach off to a good start by doubling 
ths advertising investment. 


John Holden, local lad of some 
talent, has joined the Empire stock 
company and gets a bit in “Alice Sit 
by the Fire” and “Her Cardboard 
Lover,” to be done next week. Of 
the three stock companies now 
working here this is the only one 
consistently showing profit. 


With the break-up of Capt. Al 
Plunkett's “Dumbells” after their 
eighth Canadian tour, the outfit will 
again put on their all-summer show, 
“Merrymakers,” at Sunnyside Beach. 


ao 
Some of the boys will also do pic- 
ture house work pending the pro- 
duction of the ninth Plunkétt show. 


Maurice Colbourne, at present in 
Toronto, has arranged a Canadian 
tour in Shaw plays for next season. 
He will start with “You Never Can 
Tell” and “Candida.” His cast wili 
largely be chosen in England. 


Oo. B. Shepherd, former manager 
of the Erlanger Princess here, left 
$332,860 when he died a few weeks 
ago at 85. His widow and immedi- 
ate family inherit the whole of the 
estate. Two-thirds of the estate is 
in good stocks. 


Two weeks of fair business was 
the best “King of Kings” could get 
at the Princess. Pictures have never 
done well when spotted in this legit 
house after the season, 


Philip Earle has come to join the 
English players who are trying sum- 
mer stcok at Vaughan Glaser's Vic- 
toria. Their opening week was poor. 


ROCHESTER 


By E. H. GOODING 

Lyceum—“Her Cardboard Lover” 
(stock). 

Temple—“The Racket” (stock). 

Rochester—‘‘Ramona.” 

Eastman—“A Girl in Every Port.” 

Fay’s—“The Play Girl” and “A 
Moment of Temptation.” 

Regent—“‘We Americans.” 
Blue Dan- 
ube.” F 


Defective wiring is believed to 
have caused a fire which swept 
Fay’s theatre last week with dam- 
age of about $10,000 resulting. The 
galleries suffered the most. 


Sea Breeze Park and Natatorium, 
million dollar amusement place run 
by the New York State Railways, 
opens offictally on Wednesday. The 
Theatrix, where free outdoor acts 
are staged, will not begin until late 
in gune. 


One of nine new theatres planned 
by the Schine Theatrical Enter- 
prises, Inc., will be in Corning, It 
was announced last week. 


Geneseo is in the midst of Sunday 
movie agitation Petitions are be- 
ing circulated on both sides and 
the village board may call for a 
referendum. 


ALBANY, N. Y. 


By HENRY RETONDA 


Strand—“The Street of Sin” and 
Vita. 

Ritz—“Fools for Luck.” 

Leland—“Paid to Love.” 

Clinton Square—‘The Play Girl” 
and “Hello, Cheyenne.” 
Grand—Vaudefilm. 

Hali—Vaudefilm. 


The regular season at the Capitel, 
Albany’s only legit house, ended 
Saturday with “Gay Paree.” The 
house will be dark during the sum- 
mer months except possibility of 
occasional bookings in June or July. 
It has been intimated that a few 
new shows may have tryouts at the 
Capitol this summer, making Al- 
bany a “dog town.” 


The Hall is conducting a “Per- 
fect Girl” contest this week. Thelma 
Williams, “Miss Pittsburgh” of 1926- 
27, is judge and model. 


Joseph Novak and Edward Bir- 
mingham, two employees of the 
Sells-Floto circus that played in 
Albany a week ago Friday, are held 
for the Grand Jury after their plea 
of guilty to charges of abduction. 
They are accused of luring Bertha 

avis, 14, from her home. 


VARIETY BUREAU 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


616 The Argonne 
1629 Columbia Road, N. W. 
Telephone Columbia 4630 


By HARDIE MEAKIN 


National (Erlanger-Rapley)— 
Cochran’s stock in “Poor Nut.” 

Polie’s (Shubert)—DeWolf Hop- 
per musical stock, “Chocolate Sol- 
dier.”’ 

Pictures 

Columbia—“Ramona”; next, “Red 
Hair.” 

Earle—“Yellow Lily”; 
announced, 

Fox — “If I Were Single’; 
“Love Hungry.” 

Metropolitan—“Showdown”; 
not announced. 

Palace— “Across to Singapore” 
next, “Circus Rookies.” 

Rialto—“Count of Ten”; 
“Truxton King” (reissue), 


next, not 
next, 


next, 


next, 


Forrest Huff is playing his origi- 
nal role in “The Chocolate Soldier.” 


Meyer Davis “officiafNly” got his Le 


Paradis Roof started last “‘riday, 
only he didn’t; it was too cold. 
When it does open Walter Kolk will 
be back at the drums and entertain- 
ing until sailing as a member of 
Davis’ first European orchestras, 


Maurice Kafka, who owns Kafka's 
Shop on F street but who has been 
delving into the night club racket for 
two years, opens his Jardin Lido, on 
top the Arlington hotel, for its sec- 
ond summer this week. Emory 
Daugherty’s band will funetion, 
doubling from the Lotus restaurant. 
Kafka gets 50c. cover, 


Eddie Fowler, long in the theatres 
here but more recently in Baltimore 
in the film end, died suddenly last 
week in that city. He was a brother 
of William Fowler, also deceased, for 
years manager of the National 
(legit), here. 


John J. Daly, dramatic editor of 
the “Post,” is havir~ a hard time to 
make up a semblance of an exclu- 
sive legit section, with only the Na- 
tional and Poli’s open and both do- 
ing stock. 


MILWAUKEE 


By HERB ISRAEL 
Davidson—-“The People.” 
Garrick—“What Price 

(Worth Players). 
Palace—Orpheum vaude. 


Glory” 


Gayety—Whitman Sisters (col- 
ored burlesque). 

Alhambra—“Thanks for Buggy 
Ride.” 

Garden—‘‘Ramona.” 

Merrill—“Circus Rookies.” 


Miller—‘Buttons”’-vaude. 
Riverside—‘‘Little Shepherd of 
Kingdom Come”-vaude. 
Strand—“Three Sinners.” 
Wisconsin—‘‘Harold Teen.” 


Harry F. Jones, builder of the 
Franklin Gardens at Janesville, has 
filed bankruptcy proceedings. As- 
sets listed at $70,000 and liabilities 
at $120,000. 


The Chicago Symphony orchestra, 
forced to play at the Auditorium 
this season because of repairs to the 
Pabst, has signed a lease for the 
Pabst fer next season. 


A new early hour opening has 
been started here. Miller has gone 
into 9 a. m. policy. Formerly opened 
at 11 a. m. Whitehouse, Butterfly 
and Princess, downtown grinds, have 
followed suit. 


OMAHA, NEB. 
By ARCHIE J. BALEY 


Weddings and engagements of 
theatre folk have been engaging at. 
tention. George Johnson, organist 
at the Riviera, engaged to m 
Ruth Wing, a non-professional, 
Britt Wood met a waitress while at 
the Orpheum and married her two 
days later. Then Alexander Lock. 
wood of the Brandeis Players mar- 
ried Miss Hester Duffield, a dancing 
teacher. Lockwood's real name ig 
Wyrwicz. 


John D. Howard is the new mane 
ager at the Rialto. He came from 
Mobile, Ala, to replace M. W. Kow 
rach, resigned. 


Lawrence Jones, trombonist in the 
Riviera stage band, was given a 
two weeks’ trial as personality lead- 
er at the Riviera in Waterloo, Ia, 
during absence of Casey Jones. Ree 
ports are he is m. c. timber. 


The two Omaha dailies have gone 
the Umit on theatre publicity, with 
the Orpheum and Riviera leading, 
Two, three and four-cclumn cuts, 
not to mention long stories and Sun-« 
day magazine features, from the 
theatres have all but crowded the 
run of news. A want-nd battle 
has had much to do with it. The 
papers are fighting each other by 
siving theatre tickets with three and 
seven-day want ads. 


The Moon theatre is closing for 
the summer. The Joe Marion Play- 
ers, tab stock, will tour. 


OKLAHOMA CITY 


R. J. Stennett, part owner of the 
Capitol theatre, Dallas, Texas, has 
taken over the duties of managing 
director in place of his late partner, 
Simon Charninski. 


Construction of a $200,000 theatre 
at Laredo, Texas, has been com- 
menced by Robb & Rowley. It is to 
be completed by Aug. 15. 


Two unmasked bandits robbed the 
Blaine theatre, Henryetta, Okla, May 
4 and got away with over $8,000. 
Two employees were tied up. 


D. F. Spaulding is to operate a 
motor truck line for distribution of 
films between Oklahoma City and 
Ponca City and Enid. E.- M. Cackler 
will operate another line between 
Oklahoma, Cotya and all interme- 
diate points. 
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ACCESSORIES 
The LITTLEJOHNS Rhinestones 


Anything in Rhinestones 


Also PERFECT Machine for Setting 
264 West 46th St. Chickering 7725 


BEAUTY CULTURE 
REDUCE SCIENTIFICALLY 


LOOK young, FEEL young, BE young 
Results Assured—Rates Keasonable 
SALLY WOLFE INSTITUTE 

585 West End Ave., New York 
Schuyler 8801 Cor. 88th St. 


CLEANERS 
MISCH 


Theatrical Cleaner and Dyer 
Work Done Overnight 
Goods Called for and Delivered 
225 W. 47th St. Lackawanna 3892 


FABRICS 
MAHARAM TEXTILE CO., Inc. 


Unusual Fabrics for Scenery 
Costumes and Draperies from Our Own 
Mills 


Bryant 2511 
107 W. 48th St. Opp. Friars’ Club 


MENDELSOHN’S TEXTILE CORP. 
SCENERY AND COSTUME FABRICS 
Silks—Tinsel Cloth—Plushes 
156 W. 45th St. Bry. 7372-5234 


FLORISTS 


Shay 
The Appropriate ‘Gift 


A. WARDENDORFF, INC. 
Hotel Astor Lack. 6568 


FURS 


COSTUMES 
EAVES COSTUME CO. 


Costumes of Every Description 
For Every Occasion 
161-153 West 46th Street—Eaves Bldg. 


DRAPERIES 
NOVELTY SCENIC STUDIOS 


Draperies, Scenery, Stage Settings 
840 West 4ist St. Lack, 9233 


TRIMMINGS 
Consolidated Trimming Co., Inc. 
Manufacturers and Designers 


Upholstery & Drapery Trimmings 


27-33 West 23d St. 


DESIGNERS 
JOHN WENGER 


Art Director and Designer of N. Y. 
Productions and 
MOTION PICTURE PRESENTATIONS 
939 8th Ave. Columbus 


FABRICS 


DAZIAN’S. INC. 
THEATRICAL GOODS 

Bryant 1062-3937-6177 
142-144 West Forty-Fourth 


BLUMENFIELD’S 


Fur Coats cleaned, glazed and relined, $20 
Storage and Remodeling 
Catering to the Profession 
204 State-Lake Bldg., Chicago 
Phone Dearborn 1253 


GOWNS RENTED 


GOWNS and WRAPS of EVERY DESCRIPTION 
Rented For All Occasions 
Widest Selection, Exclusive Designs and 
VERY MODERATE RATES — You Will Find 
It Interesting and Economical to Call at 
MME. NAFTAL 
69 West 45th Street Bryant 0670-4163 


JEWELRY 
A. S. BORG 


Buys Diamonds, Old Gold, Silver, Plati- 

num, Pawn Tickets and Gold Bridge Work 

We also Sell Antique and Modern Jewelry 
All Kinds of Repairing Done 

298 Sth Ave., Cor 3ist St., 146 W. 23d St. 


1543-4 BRYANT 
E. HEMMENDINGER, INC. 
JEWELERS 

33 West 46th Street 


On Diamonds, Jewelry, Furs, Clothing, 
Musical instruments 

and All Kirds of Personal 

PAUL KASKEL & SONS 

Sts. 


2 Columbus Av.. bet. 59th and 60th 
Columbus 1442, 1443, 1481 


PROPERTIES 
Theatrical Properties Studio 


Property Boxes Travelers Mechanical Props 
Dancing Mats 

Productions Furnished Complete—We Alse Rent 

502 West 44th Street Penn. 7377 


THEATRE EQUIPMENT 


516 West 34th St. “NEW YORK 
HEYWOOD-WAKEFIELD 
THEATRE SEATING 


New York, Chicago, Boston 
and Other Principal Cities 


LIGHTS 


Display Stage 
Lighting Co. 
“A LIGHT FOR 
EVERY PURPOSE” 


. 334-340 W. 44th St. 


MUSIC AND MATERIAL 
MUSIC WRITING - Vaudeville _ 
Productions 
LANDES Moving 
Pictures 


NCERN 


1595 Bway. NEW YORE 


DUWICO 
“EVERYTHING ELECTRICAL 
FOR THE THEATRE” 

315-317 W. 47th Street Penn. 2459-1590 


Allegro Music Printing Co., Ine. 


Specialists in Every Branch 
of Music Printing 


315-317 W. 47th St. Longacre 5461 


STAGE HARDWARE 


J. R. CLANCY, Inc. 
STAGE HARDWARE 


STAGE RIGGING 


PETER CLARK, iNC. 

534 West 30th Street 
STAGE EQUIPMENT 
Orchestra, Organ Console and Stage 
Elevators 


RESTAURANTS | 


CHIN-LEEME CHIN'S 
49th St.—Broadway—44th St. 
Dining, Dancing—No Cover Charge 


THEATRE EQUIPMENT 


SIMPLEX and POWER’S 


PROJECTORS 
INTERNATIONAL PROJECTOR CORP. 


Carrier Engineering Corporation 
Manufactured Weather 

Air Conditioning Refrigeration 
Automatically Controlled 

39 Cortlandt St. Rector 3941 


IF YOU DON’T 
ADVERTISE IN 
VARIETY 


DON’T ADVERTISE 


RAYNER, DALHEIM & CO. 


Music Engraving and Printing 
In All Its Branches 


MANUSCRIPTS 
SAMUEL FRENCH 


Incorporated 1898 
Oldest Play-Publishers in the World 
T. R. Edwards, Managing Director 
25 West 45th St.. NEW YORK, N. Y. 


SCENERY 
YELLENTI 


Stage Settings Designed and Ex cuted 
From the Script to the Curtuin 
NEW ADDRES 
$48 West 40th St. 7826 


— FOR RENT 
Scenery, Stage Settings, Decoration 


PREMIER SCENERY STUDIOS 


340 West 41st St. Lack. 9233 


SCENIC CONSTRUCTION 


FRANE DWYER, Inc. 


BUILDERS OF SCENERY 


542 West 55th St. Columbus 2050 
SCHOOLS 
De REVUELT Dance Studios 


Professionals taught for Hotels and Clubs 
Acrobatic, Adagio, Limbering. Stretching, Tango, 
Waltz, French Apache Spanish Castanetos 
Routines and Bookings 


11 West 86th St. Schuyler 9631 


SCHOOLS 
STAGE DANCING 


Acrobatic, Soft Shoe, Small Classes, $1. 


Guaranteed routines, $26 up. Original 
material furnished for acts (Patter, 
Dances, Songs). 


Acts coached, managed and placed. 
WILLIAM BROOKS 
923 8th Avenue At 55th Street 


John Murray Anderson- Robt. Milton 
School of the Theatre and Dance 
A Professional Schooi for Professionals 
Diction, Acting, Dancing of All Types 
Routines Arranged Acts Staged 
128-130 East 58th St. Plaza 4524-4525 


JACK BLUE 


Supreme Authority on all Charactee 
Song and Dance Impersonations 
Routines Arranged—Professionals Preferred 
All kinds of Tap and Fancy Dancing 
231 West 5ist Street. Columbus 5918 


JACK MANNING STUDIOS 


SPECIALIST IN TEACHING 
TAP DANCING 


110 West 47th Street Bryant 4450 
FOOTWEAR 


Capezio 


Spring Styles Now on Dispias 
Toe and Ballet Slippers of Every Description 


838 7th Avenue, at 54th Street, — _ Phone Circle 9878 
SUPPLIES 
J. J. WYLE & BROS., INC. 


A full line of Gold and Silver Brocades 
Metal Cloths, Gold and Silver Trim- 
mings, Rhinestones, Spangles. Tights 
Opera Hose. etec., for stage costumes 

18-20 East 27th St., New York city 


THEATRICAL TRUNKS 
_ 


TAYLOR’S Theatrical TRUNKS 


The standard trunk of the prefession 
Full line of leather goods 


TAYLOR’S 
(115 West 45th St. 


MOVIE CAMERAS. 


Take Personal Movies with Filmo 
Full particulars at 
Movie Camera Headquarters 
WILLOUGHBY’'S 
110 West 32d St. - - N. ¥ 
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Wednesday, May 3 30, 1988 


Loew’s State Bldg., Suite 
707 So. Broadway, Trinity 


VARIETY’S LOS ANGELES OFFICE 


ARTHUR UNGAR in Charge 


1221-22 
3711-3712 


ANGELES 


Professionals have the free use of Variety's 


Los Angeles 


held subject 


may be addressed care Variety, Loew's State 
Bidg., Suite 1221-22, Los Angeles. 


tised im Variety's Letter List. 


Office for information. Mail 
it will be 


to call ot forwarded, or adver- 


— 
Pantages the belief that she is all she is.ing to the Coast for Fanchon and Carthay Cirele theatre here on the produced by the Pasadena Com- 

With a searcity of feature acts on cracked up to be. A great per-| Marco for a tour over West Coas: evening of June 12, replacing “The; munity Playhouse, closed two 
the Coast now, Alexander Pantages|?former whether in trousers” or; Theatres. Street Angel.” anuther Fox picture,| week’s engagement at the tHolly- 
jis turning his guns on good film skirts, Kitty Doner just ee | Which concludes a three months wood Musie Box. House wi'l be 
products special attractions, | ‘em and outdistanced, legitimately, George Edward Lewis, local pro- dark this we@gk. 
freak or otherwise, to hoid up trade| everything else. She was feeling} moter, said to be associated with) “Fazil’ was made about eight oe 
in his houses out this way. great and the performance given) \winiam La Plante. ar attorney. is lmonths ago under the working title} Edward BRelasco and Fred Butler, 

Seems that Pan is lying back | Was ditto. siLly Griffin tuned the | reported in Salt Lake City trvine lof “Bride of the Night.” It is taken’ Who have the coast rights to “The 
waiting for some development in his | numbers for her at the piano and | ,, get backing to produce a motion ;from “L'Insoumise.” a French play} Racket." are in San Franciseo this 
circuit. The brand of shows he has | satistactorily “filled in.” picture to be made in that city. by Pierre Frondaie and features! Weck attending the opening of their 
been paring - of late in his — Anything more said about Elsie pea Charles Farreil and Greta’ Nisson:+ production. When they return they 
house surely is not consistent with | Janis would look silly in print. After : ade; With support of John Boles, Tyler, will begin rehearsal of “The Spider 
Pan's acknowledged showmanship, | all she is still the best impression- Brooke, Hank Mann, Josephine Bo- Which is to follow “The to 
so there must be a dark gentleman | ist there is on the stage today. Her| 4, jig job a terion yee te rio, Dale Fuller, Erville Alderson! Love” at the Belasco. 


in the woodpile somewhere, It may 
be a theatre deal. 

No indications of anything alarm- 
ing happening. Pan always has an 
idea or two tucked up his sleeve. 
Last week he exploited the Galves- 
ton Beauty Contest, to be held in 
the Texas state June 2-5. Fan's 
selected “Miss Los Angeles.” The 
affair created some interest with 
the review of girls going on nightly 
all through the week. 

Little attention was given the 
vaudeville program. It really made 
no difference as the Iavout of six 
acts held nothing to talk: about. 
Just vaudeville about describes it. 

Witn the bill weak all around, it 
was further hampered by_ faulty 
spotting, which probably could not 
be helped. Three of the turns were 
flashes. 

The first one, Gloria De Von and 
Co., opened. Good five-people wire 
act ‘starting with Russian dance 
routines, but much too fast a turn 
for the ante spot as it made it 
tough for the rest to follow. Lum 
and White, fem comedy team, next. 
Lum, comedienne, pattered a good 
line to her partner’s straight with 
the pair registering at the bow-off. 

Following was “tleanor Catherine 
Judd, totally blind, preceded by 
screen trailer informative of her 
history. The girl, despite her af- 
fliction, is a clever pianist and as 
much of a singer. She is a protege 
of Senator Thomas D. Schall, Min- 
nesota’s blind senator. 

Tempo picked up by ‘‘Roundelay 
Revue,” flash song and dance af- 
fair with three boys and two girls, 
including also two muscular hand- 
balancers. Routines, set, with 
strong finish putting this one over. 

Winchester and Ross, male com- 
edy two-act, next to closing with 
about everything in the line of 
“hoke.” Audience liked their stuff, 
which netted some laughs, nothing 
on the bill interfering. 

Closer was Five. Cardinals, acro- 
batic, carrying four girls and lone 
male. <All built alike: short and 
hefty. Gals surprisingly agile ‘in 
the hand-to-hand stuff and good 
tumblers. Stunt drawing attention 
was a hand balance with girl un- 
derstander turning over on floor 
about half-dozen times. 

Overture by pit orchestra, Cliff 
Webster directing, plugged a new 
ballad with screen slides accom- 
panying. Well done by the boys. 
Feature flicker, “Chicago After 
Midnight” (FBO), given big spread 
in all billing. Added short sub- 
ject was Johnnie Farrell, golf ex- 
pert, in pictorial pointers about the 
game, 

Trade Monday afternoon, good on 
main floor: above hardly anyone. 


Orpheum 
Last week’s bill at the Orpheum 
of 


Wis announced as the premier 
Keith’s programs on the coast. In 
toto the show did not Warrant any 


fireworks, For 


Kitty Doner and Elsie Janis. What- 
ever else the layout may have Woman's Club ot Holiywood com- 
Whe | ple ted their last afternoon program | 
by these two; particularly Miss | ine year with two one act-plays. 
Doner, who has not been around | was “M: tinata, by Lawrence | 
this section in a long time. with Sten Fergerson 
has been repeatedly acclaimed a8 ‘and Miss 
America’s greatest male imperson- | Jeasicn Moble in the ‘cast. “Inter- 
ator: she is in this country what | ido. ” by Colin Campbell Clements. 
Vesta Tilley is on the other side. played Mrs. Leonard Wor- 
Watching Miss Doner at the Or- | 
pheum Sunday night strengthened pony re Rartlett. Mrs. Colin Tim- 
ae mons, Jr., and Mrs, Lillian Herman. 
: both casts are from 


Guerrini & Co. | Meme rs of 


The Leading ane 
Largest 
ACCORDION 
FACTORY 
the United States | 
The only Factory 
hat makes any set 
nd. 
277-279 | 

Avenue 
San Francisco, Cal. 
Free Catalogues 


| Brown, 
| Shanewise, 
individual hits were } 


eng: igement last year on the coast 
with “Oh, Kay,” made her familiar 
to many who had not seen her be- 
fore. Returning now in vaudeville, 
Miss Janis was accorded @ sweet 
reception; flowers ‘’n everything. 
Quite a kick seeing Elsie swing a 
lariat a la Rogers. Spot was open- 
ing intermission. This did not make 
it any too favorable for Fred Allen; 
always a dependable comic. Noth- 
ing perturbed, he followed in next 
to shut and did what some one else 
might not have done; he held all 
the way and made the spot count. 
Assisted by a cutie billed as Port- 
land Hoffa. 

The rest of the show just ordi- 
nary. Frank Wilson opened with 
a bike routine, using but the dou- 
ble wheeler and showing several 
neat tricks. Slow duece wére Lorin 
Raker and Co., worked from the 
audience and similar in general 
idea to that of “The Monologist,” 
Edwin Burke's piece. Here the 
“monologist” is a woman and the 
subject a hoked piece of business 
about rejuvenation. Mostly foolish 
patter with crossfire between man 
and other woman in the audience. 
Albert Cowles credited as the au- 
thor. 

Margaret Severn, with the Neal 
Sisters, next, came as a relief mu- 
sical and dance _ interlude. Miss 
Severn has lost none of her piquant 
personality and applied it aptly to 
her dancing. The Neal girls, piano, 
cello and violin, were pleasing. 
Their vocal efforts may be held 
down to advantage. 

“Hap” Farnell, aided by Florence. 
gave his idea of what symptoms of 
“For No Reason” should be. Far- 
nell’s standard “drunk” bit was 
okay. The rest was chatter alone 
and with Miss Florence examplify- 
ing the billing. 

Well trained horse the 
closing spot interesting. This was 
Bob Anderson's polo pony. - 

During intermish Newell Alton 
entertained at the organ with a pop 
melody, picked up by the pit or- 
chestra later. Biz—disappointing. 


Several hundred patrons were 
driven from the Arlington theatre 
(pictures) when an acid bomb was 
thrown into the house. Police be- 
lieved that labor 
sponsible. Managem 
money that night. 

Whittier Community Players pre- 
sented “Square Crooks” as_ their 


ent 


sixth and closing play of the sea- ; 
Marian Weed and Ralph Peck | 


son. 
in the leads. 


Community Players 
present “Just Suppose,” by A.. E 
Thomas, for two weeks beginning 
May 29. Maurice Wells, in lead, 
supported by Ralph Freud, Gilmor 
Louise Hopper, Leonore 
Sam Hines, Ralph Urmy 
Kendall. 


asadena 


and Cyrus 


ithe drama we 


ithe club. 


Maurine and Sonny, proteges of 
Fanchon and Marco, have been 
| booked for the B and K Circuit 


around Chicago through local Will 
iam Morris office 


—— 


Ruby Keeler (New York) is com: 


PAUL 


Poreign Exchange Also 


PEONE 


NOTE NEW 


TAUSIG —SATLIN GS 


pineal Accomodation: Arrarged on All Lines at Lowest Rates 
laken Ca 
Oldest Agency in U. S. Specializing on Theatrical Travel 
CONNEC TIONS—Passage Taken Care 


TiMES SQUARE TRAVEL BUREAU 
PAUL TAUSIG & SON Management 


Seventh Ave. & 40th St. — Times Square Trust Co.— NEW 
PENN. 


re of. Bought and Sold 


of Both Ways 


YORK, 


2800 


troubles were re- | 
refunded | 


wrkshop department of} 


j Nisa ie r 


absence to establish himself as a 
free lance title writer. During this 
time he titled “Sadie Thompson” 
and a number of pictures for Firsf 
National and Fox., 


William Austin, English farceur, 
is going to England for his vaca- 
tion. On his return he will play in 
“Three Week Ends” for Par. 

Owing to the absence of his name 
from the official lineup for the 
coming vear there has been a be- 
lief that Wid Gunning was closing 
his engagement as supervising pro- 
ducer with T‘irst Nationa). 

Speculation was definitely set at 
rest this week when Gunning was 
instructed to prepare “The Haunted 
House” for production. 


Five days after the total destruc- 
tion of stage No. 1 on the Fox lot 
the masses of twisted steel in the 
structure measuring 125 by 225 had 
been cleared away and work was 
being rushed on the structure that 
will rise in place of the old. 


George Marshall, who has been 
; supervising comedies for the past 
five years at the Fox studios, is now 
on the Christie directorial staff. He 
will handle the megaphone on the 
first of a series in which Douglas 
McLean will be starred. 


Walter and Sybil Bacon, European 
|roller skating team, have taken over 
|; the management of the new Wil- 
| Shire Skating Pavilion on Western 
ravenue. 


Filmarte theatre on Vine street 
has instituted a new policy on 
schedule of shows. Instead of two 
performances a night there will be 
only one, starting at 8:15. First 
feature under the new schedule is 
“Crime and Punishment.” 


Ship Cafe in Venice, operated 
by Tommy Jacobs, has a new 
floor show with Jesse Laird, Harry 


Judson, Bobby Leahy and Clark 
| Sisters. George Redmond, former- 
Iv with Olsen and Johnson in 


“Monkey Business” has the orches- 
tra. 


West Coast Tneatres have _ in- 
stalled a new ballroom in conjunc- 
tion with the Mesa theatre, subur- 
ban. Patrons of the theatre have 
| the privilege of free dancing for the 
first four nights of the week, while 
moderate admission is charged for 
' special dances on Friday and Sat 
urday nights, but carry with it free | 
theatre tickets. 


Olga Printzlaus is writing a new 
play for Dale Winter, which latter’s 
husband, Henry Duffy, will produce 


this summer either at the Presi- | 
dent or El Capitan here. Miss 
Printzlaus also completed another 


play for Duffy called “Memories.” 
Flenry Duffy bought a new play 
“Sweethearts and Wives,” from 
Sidney Toler who 1s playing in 
| Duffy's production of “Tommy” at 
| the President. Duffy plans to give 


Frascisco or Portland. 


Editorial department of the Los 
Angeles “Times” staged an indoor 
circus in the old Chamber of Com-! 
| merce building in which a large 
number of picture players showed 
up to help the boys along. Pro- 
ceeds of the event go to the relief 


the piece a try-out, probably in San! 
| Hope Lorinz, 


sume 


'of 45 members 


fund for “Times” employees 
| 
| On the Fox lot a one-story bun- 

galow is being constructed for the 

studio architect. In order to keep}: 
the occupant in touch with the! 
structures which may be under way 


at any time the structure is so de- 
‘signed that it is a simple 
to put wheels under it and: haul 
about the lot. 


it 


Jack Bondeson, former press agent 


and John T. Murray. 


Tiffany-Stahli has Elmer 
to direct “The Devil’s Apple 
now being prepared, 


Clifton 
Tree,” 


Iliness of Lois Moran delayed pro- 


duction on “The HRiver Pirate” for 
the second since’ shooting 


started over 10 days ago. 
First it was William Kk. Howard, 
the director, then Miss Moran was 


with a severe cold. 


The eight-room house on Wilcox 
avenue, Hollywood, for six years 
serving as the home of the Motion 
Picture Directors’ Association, is to 
be moved. The association received 
an attractive offer and accepted it. 
On its site will be constructed a 
large garage. 

The association, of which Henry 
Otto is president, has taken quar- 
ters in the Cherokee building, 6636 
Hollywood boulevard, There is no 
present intention to rebuild on an- 
other site. 

Unless the William Fox studios 
ean procure a tame crow for “Back- 
wash,” directed by Frank Borsage. 
it will be necessary for them to use 
a more common domesticated fowl 
to double for the crow. The studio 


is searching the country for the 
crow. 

J. G. Hawks is completing “The 
Last Warning” for Universal. Paul 


Leni will direct. 


At the Christie studio Bobby Ver- 
non has started on another two- 
reeler, William Walton directing. 
Billy Dooley is under way in a com- 
edy of similar length with Turkish 
atmosphere. Arvid Gillstrom is di- 
recting and Vera Steadman, just re- 
turned from a vacation in Florida, 
is playing opposite. 


Production on “Four Wallis,” be- 
ing directed hy William Nigh for 


M-G-M, was cela: .d for a few days 
when John Gil -¢” , playing the lead, 
|} became afflicted with lead poisoning 


contined to her home for three days} 


BUFFALO 


By SIDNEY BURTON 
Erlanger (stock) — “Saturday's 
Children.” 
Buffalo—“Partners in Crime.” 
Hipp—“A Night of Mystery.” 
Loew’s—"Gola Chevrons.” 
Great Lakes—"We Americitis.” 


Lafayette—"The Lion and the 
Mouse” (second week). 

Court Street (stock) — “East 
Twrne,” 

Ina Claire will appear with the 


at the Erlanger in 
Cheyney” week 


Wagner stock 
“The Last of Mrs. 
of June 25. 


Ethel Parker, of Parker and Rabb, 


the act for several weeks following 
an operation on her knee here, 


Angeles, where she is to appear with 
her husband, Guthrie MeClintie, in 
a new Eugene Walter play, “Jeal- 
ousy.” Glenn Hunter has been en- 
gaged to play the lead opposite Miss 
Cornell when the show opens in the 
east next season. 


An attempt to rob the Roosevelt 
theatre last Friday was frustrated 
by Max Rosing, manager, when he 
slammed the door of his office in the 
face of two armed and masked 
bandits who were forced to flee 
empty-handed. Harry Cook, jani- 
tor, was struck over the head with 
the butt of a pistol but managed to 
shout a warning to Rosing in time. 


Earl Ingalls, carnival concession- 
aire, was discharged from the city 
court last week on a charge of dis- 
tributing obscene pictures of naked 


| caused by an inferior cream used in| 
his makeup. 


| 
| 


Milt Gross, author of the “Nize 

3aby” stories, arrived in Hollywood 
lto be ‘rin work on his contract with 
| M-G-M calling for an original story 
and option on “His Nize Baby” 
series. Gross’ first original for 

M-G-M will be a Jewish story. 


| 
| 
| Morris R. Schlank’s next melo- | 
drama will be “Obey Your Hus- 
band,” going into production about 
jJune 1. Charles J. Hunt will direct. 
Hoffman, Universal, 
B. L. McCarthy, U. S. 


and 
N., 


Hugh 
Lieut. 


women printed on cigarette cases 
ata carnival performance. 

Herman Schv't-,, former director 
of house orchestras at Shea's Court 
Street, the Great Lakes and the 
Lafayette Square, leaves buffalo 


shortly for a tour of Europe, return- 
ing next winter. 


PORTLAND, ORE. 


Portland—"“Easy Come, Eus: 
Broadway — “Lidies’ Night 
Turkish Bath,” 
Pantages — John 
guerite De La Motte 
Oriental—“Harvester,” 
Columbia—"The Gaucho.” 
Rivoli—‘Love Mart.” 
Heilig— Henry Players 


Go." 
in a 


Bowers, Mar- 


(vaude). 


New amusement park of the Hay - 


returned from Washington 
|; Where they requested the co-opera- 
jtion of the Navy in making “The 
Big Gun,” a story of the merchant 
jmarine and naval aircraft. 

| Full co-operation has been prom 
ised, 


have 


Gladys Lehman and Faith Thomas } 
are writing an original story, “His! 
First Case,” for Reginald Denny.! 

Fred Newmeyer is slated to di-! 
jrect for Universal. | 


‘erario writer, 


Leighton, 


and | 
SCce- | 


three 


her hushand, Louis 
nario editor, are back from a 
months’ trip to Europe. They 


their duties at Paramount 


re- 


Series of popular-priced concerts | 
a symphony orchestra composed ! 
of the Philharmonic 


by 


is planned for the La Monica Ball- 
‘room by Dr. Frank J. Wagner, mil- | 
}lionaire owner of La Monica Pier 
fand Santa Monica Wacht Club. The 


| 


by 


| venture 


| project will cost Dr. 


Wagner abcut 
$2,000 a program. Price of admis- 
sion will be 25e. and concerts given 
every Sunday afternoon. Symphony 
will be known as Bay Cities Sym- 
phony Orchestra and wil] be direct- 

Heinrich Hammer. Dr. Wag- | 
purpose in sponsoring this 

is to interest the youth of ' 


ner’s 


ischools and colleges in better musie. | 


for Orpheum houses in “sn Fran- 
cisco, has been appointed manacer | 
of Henry Duffy’s President here. } 
Henry A. F. Schroeder, who man- 
red house when known as ‘orosco, 
ctens out after 12 years on the job 
Bert Edney, former Chicag 
atre treasurer, has been ca 
munseger of the Maior theatre, Long 
Beach. This house, formerly the 
\iission, has been taken over on a 
<ix months’ lease by the Robert ! 


stock company. 


picture directed by How- 
Fox, will have its 
showing at 


“Fazil,” 
Hinwks for 
gd premiere 


wer 


Laughed,” 


“Lazarus O'Neil opus | 


den Island Amusement Co. ope ned 
here lust week with all new con- 
cessions and excellent exploitation 
Investment totals about $500,000. 
This is the third amusement park 
operating in the city. Othe: are 
The Oaks and Council Crest 

A nine-day lecture visit by Aimee 
Semple McPherson, ending ‘Thurs- 


day, had its effect on local box of- 
fice receipts Mrs. MePherson was 
more Opposition than any big road 


show of recent monthe. 


Figueroa Playhouse vs. 73 
ANGELES 
Now Playing 


An Intimate Musical Comedy 


“Tell Me Again” 


50 Captivating Giris—20 Song Hits 


MOST ORIGINAL 


COFFEE SHOP 
in the Golden West 
Carl—MULLER’S—Lill 
“TWO OLD TIMERS” 
Direct from Train or Theatre 
You Are Welcome 


724 So. Hill St., Los Angeles 


? FANCHON and MARCO COSTUME CO. 


Designers and Creators of Special Show Girl and Chorus Costumes 


for many of the motion picture 
_ Marco West Coast presentations. 


the ' 643 So. Olive Street 


producers and all Fanchon and 
These costumes for rent to rez:pon 


| sible musical stock and tab show companies at reasonable prices 


FANCHON and MARCO COSTUME CO. 


LOS ANGELES, CAL!’ 


at Loew's State last week, is out of. 


Katherine Cornel) has left for Los 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, May 30, 1928 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Variety’s San Francisco Office 
Loew’s Warfield Bldg. 


(Room 615) Prospect 1363 


Allegra Lastreto joined the cast 
of “Appearances” at ithe Capitol, re- 


Placing Agnes Johns, who was 
forced to retire following a break- 
down. 

Ethel esveennne will close her 
tour in “The Constant Wife" follow- 
ing four weeks at the Curran, which 


opened May 28. All future bookings 
have been cancelled. 


Garland Anderson, colored author 
of “Appearances,” now at the Cap- 
itol, hus written a shért history of 
his life entitled “From Newsboy and 
Bellhop to Playwright.” The book 
is sold at two bits during intermts- 
sions of his play. 


Golden State Theatres, operating 
a chain of pictur€ houses in North- 
ern California, affiliated with T & D 
Junier and West Coast in several 
holdings, will make a test case to 
determine the legality of a_ pro- 
vision of the San Francisco building 
code in the matter of asbestos cur- 
ains und automatie sprinkler sys- 
tems. The circuit has notified the 


Chiffon and 
Service Weight | 


No more embarrass- 
ment with short skirts 
exposing the bare 
limb! Groomed leaders 
of Society and Stage 
now wear Radin’'s 
“Operetta” Hose for 

comfort and propriaty. 


$2.95 


SIZES.8 to 1042 
21 NEW SHADES 


Mail & Phone 
Ord 


$ 


| L. PADIN, Inc. 
} 348 6th Ave. 62 E. 14th St. 


Bet. 2!st & 22nd Sts. Bet. B' way & 4th Av. 
Phone Gram. 6404 Phone Algonquin 1806 


TAYLOR TRUNKS 


4 XX PROFESSIONAL 


$75 


Our conscientious observance ot 
sential details of manufacture 
tas pleased the profession for 
tnore than 69 years, 

TAYLOR TRUNKS are depena- 
ible and serviceable; the stand- 
rds of profession Buy 
lirect from the manufacturer 
TAYLOR TRUNKS are sold 
at our stores, 


te The Pioneers of Theatrical Trunks 
Under the same management since 1859 


TAYLOR’S 
115 West 45th St, NEW YORK 
28 East Randolph St, CHICAGO | 


Mrs. Farmer’s Residence 


333 West 76th St. 

NEW YORK CITY 

An attractive home open to 

Girls Room and excellent table, $20 

per week. Similar to Cushman Clubs. 
PHONE TRAFALGAR 4752 


Theatre 


FOR MODERN 
SENSATIONAL 
STAGE 
DANCING 


Stretching and 
Limbering Exercises 


Now at 
132-136 W. 43d St. 
New York 


FOR LADIES ONLY 


$ WiLL clean, rembddel your oid hat 
equal to new. This includes straws of 
all kinds, felts, silk and satin materials. 


Our workmanship on remodeling is the same 
as that on our hats that are made to fit the 
head selling as high as $25. We alse redye 
felts and straws: colors guaranteed. Special 
attention to mail orders. Open Saturdays 
untii 5 P. M. LA TRIX. 29 West 47th St. 
Bryant’ 1443. 


| 25 


J. R. Cowan, chief of the Publix 
production: department, arrived here 
with Sam Dembow to look over the 
local situation, especially with ref- 
erence to the Granada, Publix house 
under operation by West Coast The- 
atres, Publix presentations , have 
failed to attract any interest since 
installed at the Granada two months 
ago. Cowan and Detnbow made the 
trip here to investigate this matter. 


Board of Works it will refuse to 
comply with the building code to the 
extent of installing a fireproof cur- 
tain in its new house, now in course 
of erection at Mission and Rolph 
streets, on the ground that house 
will have a seating capacity of 500 
only, and there will be no stage 
nor movable scenery such as con- 
stitute fire hazards. Installation of 
automatic sprinkler system in such 
a small house would be superftuous, 
the circuit contends. Building code 
demands installation of fire preven- 
tion appliances in all theatres over 
399 seats. 


Ted Lewis, in first week of his 
two-week engagement at the local 
Orpheum, proved the biggest vaude 
sensation this town has known in 
years, setting a new attendance 
record for all time for Orpheum 
here. 


A little theatre movement has 
been launched in Fresno, where 
plans are under way to raise $35,000 
for a 500-seat house. George H. 
Hunting has been selected presi- 
dent and Philip Smith business 
manager of the little theatre or- 
ganization. 


George O’Brien, who is a son of 
Chief of Police Dan C. O’Brien, is 
being heavily featured along Mar- 
ket street. George is starred in 
Fox's “Honor Bound” at Pan- 
tages, and he is featured with Janet 
yaynor in “Sunrise,” current at the 
St. Francis. 


Moroni Olsen Players for third 
and final week will present “The 
Detour.” 


Cliff Work, resident manager of 
the Orpheum (cireuit), addressed 
the drama section of the Common- 
wealth club at a luncheon, telling 
them some of his experiences han- 
dling vaude acts. Work incidentally 
told his listeners that on the out- 
come of the next six weeks at the 
local Orpheum wili depend whether 
or not big-time vaude is to be con- 
tinued here next season. 


Ackerman & Harris tendered a 
luncheon to the newspaper craft at 
the St. Francis and then took the 
writers for a tour of inspection of 
their new El Capitan, scheduled to 
open in the Mission district early 
in June 


Dale Winter, of Henry Duffy, 
coast producer, made a strong re- 
turn to the stage in “The Lady Next 
Door,” at tne Alcazar, last week. 


w.fe 


Phi! Lampkin, 
at the Grenada 


recently installed 
here as stage band 


leader and m. s., has keen shifted 
;to the Portland, Portland, and Ted 
| Leary reinstalled at the Grenada 


lafter being out for week. 

| Grenada business over week- end 
| biggest in months, due primarily to 
{the screen attraction, “The Drag 
Net,” with George Bancroft. 


| San Francisco Saengerbund So- 
| ciety, 650 strong, has left for Vienna 
| where they will take part in an in- 
ternational singing contest, The 
| local outfit is one of a few Ameri- 
;can singing organizations that will 
| parti ipate. At the same time 60 
|} members of the United Turners So- 
ciety departed for Cologne to sing 
{in a contest there, 
Browne, late of “Take My 
(Duffy) at Alcazar, replaced 
Tripp, comedian, in final 
“Excess Baggage” at the 


Ken 
| Advice 
| George 
| week of 


| Geary. 


Andre Ferrier is winding up his 
French theatre season this week. 


Henry Puffy has gone to the 
Northwest for several weeks. 
A print of “His Tiger Lady” 


(Par.) for exhibition at the Granada | 5'x Cr: ickerjacks were slipped into 
| the band presentation at the State. 


here, starting Friday morning, May 
failed to arrive on sche ‘dule from 
New York and necessitated putting 
on a substitute feature until eve- 
ning, by which time a studio print 
of the picture has been rushed here 
from Los Angeles by airplane. It 
was the first instance on record here 
where a feature has failed to arrive 


25, 


in time for regular opening of a 
first-run house. “The print was 
shipped late from New York and 


was due here on the Overland Lim- 
ited on the morning scheduled for 
opening. 


Granada 
directing 
men. 


now has Svlvia Savant 
the stage orchestra and 
Sturmer batoning for the pit 


for Australla 
ineluded 


aets sailing 
Sonoma May 
ted Peppers, college jazz 
band; Sexian Jazz Band, and the 
Dixie Strutters, latter a nine-piece 
outfit of colored entertainers. Acts 
were framed and booked by Herbert 
Harris, maneger of the Hippodrome, 
Oakland, and Joe Livingstone, musi- 


Vaude 
on the 
Five 


DETROIT 


Variety’s Detroit Office 
Tuller Hotel 


— 


Cass (Shubert-Stair) Desert 
Song” (3d week). 

Garrick (Shubert-Stair)—“The 
Scarlet Woman” (3d week). 

Shubert Detroit (Nederlander- 
Shubert)—“The Captive.” 

Bonstelle Playhouse—“The Mar- 
quise” (stock). 

Adams (Kunsky)—“We Ameri- 
cans.” 
Capito! (Kunsky) —“ Hold 
Yale,” Paul Whiteman band. 
Fox Washington (Fox) 
man’s House’’—Movietone. 

Madison (Kunsky)—‘“Tenderloin” 
—Vita (2d week). 

Michigan (Kunsky)—‘“Lady, Be 
Good”; “Knick Knacks,” unit. 

State (Kunsky)—‘“Fools for Luck,” 
stage band. 

United Artists (U. A.)—‘Ramona” 
(3d week). 

Oriental—‘ Bachelor’ s 
vaudeville. 

Stock burlesque downtown at 
Cadiiiac, Palace, National, Loop and 
Avenue theatres. 


“Hang- 


Paradise,” 


Jessie Royse Landis has rejoined 
the Bonstelle company, supplanting 
“den Gray in the feminine lead. 


Scotty Montieth, ex-Broadwayite 
and former manager of Johnny 
Dundee, appointed matchmaker at 
the Olympia, this town’s Madison 
Square Garden. 


“The Scarlet Woman,” starring 
Pauline Frederick, has discontinued 
Sunday night performances in its 
second week at the Garrick. 


Hal Hixon is the new floor m. c. 
at Luigi's, succeeding Roy Sedley, 
now on the stage at Kunsky’s State. 


A baseball league has been formed 
by employees in five downtown film 
theatres, with the operators’ union 
also contributing a club. There are 
now seven teams participating, with 
one more needed to ‘fill out the 
league. 


The Capitol is installing new 
backstage electrical equipment at a 
cost of around $40,000. 


The three Koppin houses in Flint 
are running with mechanical music 
since the musicians’ union of that 
town ordered a walkout a week ago. 
The theatres are the State, Strand 
and Durante. Trouble started at 
the State, playing musical tabs and 
films. Koppin’s agreement with the 
union calls for the employment of 
seven musicians for the first six 
months, with a privilege of cutting 
tc five if business warrants. Kop- 
pin and the musicians are at odds 


on the business question, with 12 
men out as a result. Strand and 


Durante play straight pictures. 
Due to frail attendance, the H. &. 


three neighborhood film houses in 
bassador, Unless business takes a 
sudden turn to the better the tric 
wilt go dark within two weeks. 


There has been no liquor trans- 
port:tion on the Detroit river for 
the past week and a half. Runners 


gent orders to slow down for the 
time being. Number of federal boats 
on the water has increased notice- 
ably. Several spots are slipping in 
near beer without explaining or 
lowering the scale. It is said the 
Slege will continue for another week 
at least. 


Kunsky has Paul Whiteman and 
Van and Schenck running wguinst 
each other this week. 3oth are 
sure-fire here. 

Booking of Whiteman 
necessitated breaking up 
the “Jazz Minstrels” unit and send- 
ing some of the unit’s talent to the 
State, while Harry MacDonald, m. 
c., and the Capitolians have a week 
off. Coleman Goetz, Al and Jack 
Rand and Lillian Dawson of “Jazz 
are working with White- 


into the 


cal conductor. All three acts were 
booked for Union Theatres, Ltd. 


man. Jazz Lips Richardson and the 


Ben and Lou Cohen have recon- 
sidered closing the Colonial, and 
will keep it open with straight pic- 
tures. The musical stock company 
now in the house will be increased 
in the number of people and sent on 
the road for several weeks as a tab. 


May 25 Charlie Richardson, pic- 


ture editor of the “Times,” cele- 
brated his fifth year with that 
paper. 

With “Road to Ruin,” sex film, 


out after two fair weeks, the Shu- 
bert Lafayette is dark again. Pos- 
sibility “The Scarlet Woman” will 
be removed from the Garrick and 
planted in the Lafayette. 

No taker found for the Garrick 
as yet, though the Koppin circuit is 
reported considering it for a grina 
film policy. It is said the rental 
asked by the Cunningham (drug 
company) interests, owners of the 
property, is $47,500, increase of 
$7,500 over what Shubert-Stuzir. 


are reported to have received strin- | 


Ireland, producer at the Grand 
Riviera, is now a member of her 
father’s ballet at that theatre. 


The If. A. T. S. E. board arrived 
in town and will meet all this week, 
prior to the opening of the conven- 
tion proper on June 4. 


W. S.@ Butterfield circuit has 
leased the Bijou (straight pictures), 


Mt. Clemons, from Robert Pellitier. 
Butterfield will take possession 
June 1. 

Kunsky production staff members 
are spending their vacations in bed. 
Clyde Adler returned to the office 
Monday after a week's illness, while 
Joe Griffin is now confined to his 
home with severe grippe. 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


By CHESTER B. BAHN 


Wieting—Witlcox stock. This week, 
“Craig's Wife.” 

Keith’s—TFilm. 

Loew’s State—“Across to Singa- 
pore” and “Swanee Moon,” presen- 
tation. 

Savoy—Palace Burleskers, stock. 

Crescent—Film. 

Strand—‘Street of Sin” and Vita- 
Movietone. 

Eckel—“Honor Bound” and Vita. 

Rivoli—‘“‘Old Tronsides.” 

Syracuse—“The Circus.” 

Harvard—‘Dress Parade.” 

Regent—-“13th Hour” and “Dress 
Parade.” 

Palace—“Arabian Knights.” 

Swan—"She's a Sheik” and “Pio- 
neer Scout.” 


Lawrence J. Carkey arrived here 
Monday to assume temporary charge 
of the Eckel] for the Schines. Co- 
incidental with his arrival, it be- 
came known that he will fill the 
berth of director of operations for 
the Schine circuit, succeeding James 
Carrier, who finally stepped out late 
last week. Carrier is now motoring 
to Galveston for the beauty pageant 
there. Later, it is understood, he 
will become an independent exhib- 
itor, Carkey will remain in Syra- 
cuse for about a month, although he 
will continue to mu:ntain his nom- 
inal headquarters in Utica. He has 
been looking aft the Schine string 
there since the -inement of Marry 
E. Long. 

Albert P. 
severs his 


Kaufman, who formally 
connections with the 
Schine organization this week to 
operate the Empire here, is in New 
York for several days with his new 
partner, Mare Buckland, former up- 
state Federal prohibiiion enforge- 
ment chief. The Kmpire is being 
refurnished and equipped with Vita- 
phone and Movietone for an opening 
tentatively set for mid-June. 


Howari formerly publicity 
chief for che Schine circuit, is here 
as director of public relations for 
the Empire. Lichey's first nifty was 
having elaborate let‘ heads print- 
ed for his newspup >. copy, the letter 
heads featuring the names of the 


jlocal dramatic 
Koppin circuit contemplates closing | 


Detroit—Harmony, Irving and Am- | 


iz 


editors, 

William J. Tubbert, who recently 
‘eft Syracuse’s Riulto after some 15 
‘ears to fill an executive post at 
Keith’s Paiace, “incinnati, slipped 
back into town last week. He stayed 
long enough to be married to 
Frances Kathleen Tobey by Mon- 
signor John J. Sheridan, at St. 
Tuke’s. Tubbert’s last local assign- 
ment was manager for the Temple. 

Winifred Watson, 
Syracuse unbobbed blonde, is en 
route to Galveston as “Miss New 
York State,” as a result of the series 
of elimination contests staged at the 
Eckel theatre here last week. Beau- 
tics from all cities between Albany 
and Buffalo competed. 


18-year-old 


Leota Everest, Utica dancer, is 
opening a professional tour at the 
Gaiety in that city this week. In 
her turn she is supported by Edna 
Petty, Betty Griffith, Ann Brucker, 
Mildred Gates and Agnes Fisher, all 
of Utica. 


Ruth Abbott, of this city, closed 
as leading lady with the Playhouse 
Players at Holyoke, Mass., Satur- 
day. Shé will rest at her home here 
during the summer. 

Fred G. Morris has replaced Wal- 
ter Sodering as stage manager of 
the Wilcox atock at the Wieting. 


PORTLAND, ME. 


By HAL CRAM 
Maine—“Devil Dancer.” 
Strand—Vaudefilm. 
Empire—“Laugh, Clown, Laugh.” 
Portland—“The Dove.” 


_ Keith's here closed Saturday night 
for an indefinite period. The house 
is to be redecorated, but no an- 
nouncement has been made when 
the theatre will reopen. 


The Jefferson house orchestra is 


now playing at the Elm theatre 
while the stock company is on a 
vacation. 


SAN DIEGO 


By LON JEROME SMITH 


Spreckels—“‘The Racket.” 
Savoy—"“The Exciters” (dramatig 
stock). 
Pantages—Vaudeville. 
West Coast 
Street of Sin.” 
Cabrillo—“The Circus.” 
Plaza—“The Devil Dancer.” 
Balboa—Vaudfilm. 
Broadway—“No Place to Go.” 
Superba—“The Fortune Hunter.” 
Mission—“The Crowd.” 
California—The College Widow." 
Liberty—Stock burlesque. 


“Good News,” musical comedy, 
did more than $11, 000 during a sixe 
day engagement at the Spreckels, 


Joseph Bell, n-w leading man for 
the Savoy Playe.s, replaces For- 
rest Taylor, who plans to take a 
long vacation. This is the third 
year for the Savoy company. 


Jamie Erickson, local organist, 
who left the Savoy some time ago 
to go to Grauman’'s Egyptian in 
Hollywood, has returned to San 
Diego and is featured at the Ca- 
brillo. 


Carr Brothers’ band is a feature 
of the Plata Real, operated by the 
U. S. Grant Hotel. The boys are all 
local, each with a following here, 


ATTENTION, 


Performers! 


Have you seen the new 
H & M Professional 
Open Top Trunk? 


NOW ON DISPLAY 


New York Agency 


SAMUEL NATHANS, Inc. 


568 SEVENTH AVENUE 


Between 40th and Sts, 
° NEW YORK CITY 
Phones: Longacre 6197, Penn. 9064 


Also 1,000 Used Trunks 
Of Every Deecription 


Strictly 
Union 

Made 
Professional 
Trunk 


For Sale: Rings 


One three-stone 
Unusual 


One four carat. 


iting, two carats each. 
value. One seal coat, finest baby 
skins. 


PHONE: PLAZA 1467-J 


before 10:30 A. M. or after 5:30 P. M. 


Architect Sole Wishes 


to sublet modern studio house. Ali con- 
veniences, charming interior, large studio, 


kitchen, bedroom, bath. 
Exclusive use of private garden. Close 
to subway. Quiet. Lease until Oct. 1 
or longer, 

RENT $125 


1,500-SEAT 


THEATRE 


Fully equipped for stage or motion 
picture productions. Good location in 
nearby Long Island town. Will lease 
or share profits with high-class stock 


producer, BOX 74 
Variety, New York 


INERS 
MAKEUP 


Est. Henry C. Miner, Inc. 


SCENERY 


and DRAPERIES 


SCHELL SCENIC STUDIO. Columbus, 


‘STANDARD. ERCRAVING co. 
West 39 St. NEW YORK. 


present lessee, is reported paying. 


Anna Treland, daughter of Fred 


EE 


INSTITUTION ef INTERNATIONALE 


Shoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 


California — The 


Leslie 


Adaire J 
Adams J 
Armstror 


Bessie C 
Castleton 
Cook Fr; 
Coombs |] 
Coupolics 


Good Jot 
Gracey 

Graham 
Greene JJ 
Greene 


Havania 


Josette 


Arillo Ch 


Bainsfair 
Brunnies 
Buckley 

Burns Ri 


Carrol & 
Chalue 
Collins E 
Conlan P 


Early Jut 
Ellison J. 


First Bar 
Fitzgeral 
Frohman 


Garham 
Gibsons } 
Giffora WV 
Gilbert B 


Hammons 
Herman ] 
Hertz Li 


Hogan & 


Iversen F 


Jacobs 
Janette 


Kent Leo 


Ge 
Lester H 
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“Blosson 
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Summer, 
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HOTELS FOR SHOW PEOPLE 


HOTEL HUDSON 


ALL NEW:iY DECORATED 
$ 8 and Up Single 
$12 and Up Double 


Hot and Cold Water and 
Telephone ip Each Room 


102 WEST 4th STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 
Phone: BRYANT 7228-29 


HOTEL FULTON 


(in the Heart of New York) 
$ 9 and Up Single 
$14 and Up Double 


Shower Baths, Hot and Cold 
Water and Telepnone 


Electric Fan in each room 
264-268 WEST 46th STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 


Phone: Lackawanna 6990-1} 


Opposite N. V. A. 


Y SN 
a Guest 
Patron” 


HOTEL 


157 VEST ST. 
NEW YORK CITy 


TO TRE PROFESSION 
We offer more for the 
money than ary hotel 

in New York 


LORRAINE 


SINGLE ROOM. BATH, $2.00 UP 
DOUBLE ROOM. BATH $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 
DOUBLE WITHOUT S8ATH. $14.00 WEEKLY 
LEONARD HICKS President p 


Hotels LORRAINE and GRANT--Chicago 


GRANT 


SINGLE cee WITHOUT BATH. $1.25 AND $1. 50 PER DAY 
NGLE ROOM, BATH, $2.00 PER DAY 
DOUBLE, ROOM WITHOUT BATH. $14.00 PER WEEK 
DOUBLE ROOM WITH BATH $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 


NEW HOTEL Absolute! 

HOTEL KILKEARY, Pittsburgh 

100 Showers PITTSBURGH’S HOTEL FOR THE Thonn Artistic Steel 
and Tubs Conveniently Located Within Five Minutes of All Furniture 

Double Rooms DOWNTOWN THEATRES J. F. KILKEARY 
Announcing the Opening of New Restaurant and Coffee Shop Proprietor 

Singie Rooms ; THE FAYETTE NINTH ST d 

$2.50 and $3.00 In Connection with the Hotel—Something Different, Good Food, Reasonable Prices PENN AVE. 


LOU HOLTZ’S 


YANDIS COURT 


241 WEST 43D STREET, NEW YORK CITY 
PHONE LACKAWANNA 7740 
Weekly One and Three Rooms, Bath, Kitchen 
Completely Furnished 
$17 Up In the Heart of Times Square 
WRITE, PHONE OR WIRE FOR RESERVATION 


Monthly 
$70 Up 


One of the Fine:t Hotels in Times Square 
CATERING TO THE BEST IN THE PROFESSION 


The NEW FLANDERS 


47th to 48th St., East of Broadway, New York 


$2.00 Single, Public Bath; Double, $2.50 Up 
Single with Bath. $2.50; Double, $3.00 Up 


SPECIAL WEEKLY RATES TO THE PROFESSION 
F W. BIZEL, Resident Manager 


<A 


600 HOUSEKEEPING APARTMENTS 
LANDSEER APTS. BENDOR COURT 


245 West 5lst Street 343 West 655th Street 
Columbus 8950 6066 


IRVINGTON HALL HENRI COURT 


355 West ‘ist Street 312 West 48th Street 
Columbus 1360 3830 Longacre 


HILDONA COURT 


341-347 West 45th Street. 3560 Longacre 
1-2-3-4-room apartments. Each apartment with private bath, phone, 
kitchen, kitchenette. 
$18.00 UP WEEKLY—$70.00 UP MONTHLY 


The largest maintainer of furnished apartments directly 
under the supervision of the owner. Located in the center of the 
theatrical district. All ‘fireproof buildings. 


Address all communications to 


CHARLES TENENBAUM 
Principal Office: Landseer Apts., 245 West 5ist Street, New York 
Apartments can be seen evenings. Office in each building. 
Will Lease by the Week. Month or Year — Furnished or Unfurnished. 


Riverside Apartments 
320 West 96th Street 


One Block from Subway 
Fifteen Minutes from Times Square 
1 and 2 Room Newly Furnished 
Kitchenette Apartments 
UNUSUALLY LOW RENTS 
Under Management Graham 
Phone 5557 Riverside 


Reduction in Rates 
TWO PERSONS 
Hotel America 


Large Room Private Bath 
$16.50 Week 
Single Reom, Hot and Cold 
Week $12.00 
155 West 47th St., New York City 
Phone Bryant 0094 


LETTERS 


When Sending for Mail te 
VARIETY, address Mail Clerk. 


POSTCARDS, ‘ADVERTISING 
OIRCULAR LETTERS WILL. 
BE ADVERTISED 


LETTERS ADVERTISED IN 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 


Adaire Joan King Burton 
Adams Jack 

Armstrong Jack Le Roy Al 
Bessie Clayton 
Castleton & Mack Monteford, Jeanne 
Cook Frank R 

Coombs Boyce Paimer Harry 
Coupolican Chief Price Murray 
Good John H 

Gracey Rendel Robt 8S 
Graham Robt E Robinson Elliott 
Greene Jane 


Greene Gene Snow & Sigworth & 


May 
Havania Spinelly Fred 
Josette Visser Pete 


CHICAGO OFFICE 


Arillo Chas Le Vere Paul 
Bainsfair F E Marvin & Van 
Brunnies Merritt May Janet 


McDermott Loretta 
McDonald 3 
Morgan Chas A 


Buckley Jack 
Burns Richard 


Carrol & James 
Chalue Theodore 
Collins K 


O’Brien F na 


Paggette Paddy 


Conlan Pau! Page Rose 
Perry Harry 
Early Jufal Pymm F & P 
Ellison J ack 
Reed & Tucey 


First Barne 
Fitzgerala J D 
Frohman Bert 


Rivers Wanda 
Rogers & King 
Rome & Dunn 
Roy Philip 

Garham Wm Royal Danes 
Gibsons Navi 
Gifford W C 
Gilbert Bert 


Seott Isobel 
Siggie 

Smeck Roy 
Spencer Paul 
Steinbeck Bruno 
Stevens Flo 
Sylvester & Vance 


Hammond A} 
Herman Lewis 
Hertz Lillian 
Hogan & Stanley 


Thornton Richard 
Turner Townsend 


Iversen Fritzie 


Jac ‘obs Chas 
Janette & Alfredo Upright Dottie 
Uyenos Japs 
Kent Leon 
West Irene 
White Pierre 
Wynn Ray 


Lester H & Cc 


Carl Shiffeler, on the read with 
Blossom Time,” will sing in grand 


A REAL HOME FOR THE PROFESSION 


MARYLAND HOTEL 


104 W. 49th St., New York “City—Ownership Management 


00 Immaculately Clean $ 50 Double Room 
e Courteous Treatment e for 2, Bath 
a day Newly Furnished a day and Shower 
andup Special Weekly Rates and up 


Large Rooms 
Running Water 
Newly Decorated 


Phone: LONGACRE 6805 


THE BERTHA 


COMPLETE FOR HOUSEKEEPING 


325 West 43rd Street 


GEO. P. SCHNEIDER. Prop. 


FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 


CLEAN AND AIRY. 


NEW YORK CITY 


comfort and convenience of 


Private Bath. 24 Rooms. Catering to the 
the profession. 
eT 4AM Hz ANP ELECTRIC LIGHT- - - + $15.00 OF 


Hotel Winthrop 


TACOMA, WASH. 
Right Across the Street from 
Pantages and Broadway Theatres 

Fireproof and Real Beds 

Rates Reasonable 
RAY W. CLARK, Manager. 


HOTEL CUMBERLAND 


Broadway and 54th Street 
. NEW YORK CITY 
“Long the New York 
Home of Headliners” 


Double Rooms with Twin Beds 
and Bath—from $21.00 per 
Week for Two Persons 


RUANO APARTMENTS 


800 Eighth Ave. (49th St.) || $258, er 


Inquire for, 


A. L. Robinson, Manager 


CHICKERING 3550 
2-3 Rooms, Bath and Kitchenette. 
Accommodate 3-5 Persons. Complete 
Hotel Service. Attractively Furnished. 
Under New Management 
REDUCED RENTALS 


two. weeks, the first time that this 


| JOTEL CONTINENTAL 
BROADWAY NewYork 
SPECIAL PROFE SSIONAL RATES Ss 


BATH 


in” MONT REAL. Canada Just Completed 
Make Your Home at the HOTEL 


BF Rs 


Century 


111 West 46th St 


East of Broadway 


350 ROOMS 


Each with Private 
Bath and Shower 


$3-$4- $5 
Per Day 


Special Weekly Rate 
Tel. Bryant 5260 


LA SALLE 


APARTMENT HOTEL 
Drummond ‘ Street 


= 


Special weekly rates to the profession 
Restaurant in connection 


‘THE DUPLEX 


HOUSEKEEPING FURNISHED - 
APARTMENTS 

330 West 43rd Street, New York 
Longacre 7132 


Three and four rooms with bath. 
complete kitchen. Modern in every 
particular, Will accommodate four 
or more adults. 

$12.00 UP WEEKLY 


Convenient te ALL | 
MiDtown Activities 


BELLS NEXT WEEK ae been» at tne 
4 Apollo. 
inued from page 43 
Redmond MacCarron as manager of the Earle, 
errgghe 6 Amer Belfords Jehn Roach, from the Towers, Cam- 


2d half (31-3) 
Harmonious 6 
Tom McAuliffe 
Francis & Wally 
Danny Dugan 
Alexandria & Olsen 
YOUNGSTOWN, O. 

Keith-Albee 

2a half (31-3) 
Trahan & Wallace 
Echoes of 


(One to fill) 

Ist half (4-6) 
Waiman's Debs 
East & Dumke 
Peaches Browning 
Jones & Rhea 
(One to fill) 

2d half (7-10) 
Cuckoo 
Adele Verne 
(Three to fill) 


ATLANTIC CITY 


By VINCE 
Apollo—" 
Stanley— ‘Tillie’: 
mance.” 
Virginia—* We Americans.” 
Earle — “Square 
vaude. 


McKNIGHT 


Earl Carroll Vanities.” 


s Punctured Ko- 


Crooks” and 


Colonial—"‘Beau Sabreur” 
Strand—‘‘Under the Black Eagle.” 
Capitol—"‘Brass Knuckles.” 

City Square—‘Shanghaied.” 


den, has been appointed to succeed 
him. Commencing Sunday, June 
10, Bert Smith and his musical re- 
vue stock company will open an in- 
definite stay at the Earle with fea- 
ture photoplays. Shows twice 
weekly, Sunday and Thursday. 


INDIANAPOLIS 


By EDWIN V. O’NEEL 


English’s— ‘The Unseen Way” 
(Berkell stock). 
Keith’s—"Crime” (Stuart Walker 


stock). 
Lyric—Vaude-film. 
Circle—"“‘The Yellow Lily.” 
Indiana—"‘The Street of Sia.” 
Palace—‘‘Ramona.” 
Apollo—''The Fortune Hunter.” 
Colonial—“The Port of Missing 
Girls.” 


Al Leane, known as Pat Lane, 
heads the stage show at the new 


opera in Manheim (Germany) this 
Summer. 


Lex Carlin has now assumed 
management of the Globe and Gar- 
den Pier theatres here in addition 
to retaining control of the Apollo 
in a managerial capacity. 


Fountaine Square theatre. Recentl: 
returned from London. 


featured tenor with 
stage band at the 


Dick Powell, 
Charlie Davis’ 


Three premieres in a row are Indiana, is new master of cere- 
booked for the Apollo.. “The Brass | Momies at the Circle. He succeeds 
Ring,” a new comedy by Buford Eddie Pardo, who walked out 

' Pardo came here six weeks ago. 


Armitage and Philip Dunning, opens 
on June 4, followed the next week 
by “Springtide.” another Shubert 
operetta, based on the life of Chopin. 


Associated Theatres have an- 
nounced that arrangements have 
been made for the Chicago arbitra- 


George White’s new “Scandals” bow 


in on the 18th, remaining here for tion board to try all Indiana cases 


on same day of month. The new HOTEL ELK 
plan provides that an _ Indiana 205 WEST 53D ST. 
owner will be on the board in all Cer. 7th Y¥. CG. 
state cases. Billy Connors, New- ry ii Single, $10-$14 weekly 
castle, will represent the exhibitors Crt Double ; $3 extra 

Tel. CiRcle 0210 


in June. 


Modernly furnished. Transtonte, $2 
Semi-annual report of Associated 


Theatre Owners of Indiana shows 
ore embers compare 
with Pry in Mareh, 1927. weekly, has been given a_ three- 
month holiday abroad. Her place 
is being filed by Miami Campbell 


who has been in stock at New Or- 


MONTREAL 


leans, Lynn and Dallas. 
Princess—“King of Kings” (Pathe- — 
De Mille) Half a million ears from the 
Majesty’s—“‘Lady, Be Good (Sa-]| United States are estimated as com- 


voy Musical Comedy Company).. ing here during the ensuing tourist 


Orpheum—"The Goldtish” (Stock).] Season and this well represent 
Capito!—“Laugh, Clown, Laugh’ | 1,500,000 transients. 

(M-G-M). 
Palace—"“Drums of Love” (U.A.). Robinson’s Circus had two-day 
Loew’s—"The Patsy” (M-G-M).]| stand here last week, one the na- 
imperial—’ ‘Harold Teen” (Par). tional holiday. Weather was ter- 
Strand—‘‘Why Sailors Go Wrong” | rible, especially on the holiday ana 

(Fox); “The Crimson City” (War-| 8ross suffered. Impossible to give 

ner}; “So This Is Love” (Col); and | usual street parade and lots of peo- 

“Thanks for the Buggy Ride” (U).] ple didn’t know they were there. 
Gayety—‘“Dimpled Darlings” (Mu- 

tual), “King of Kings” opening at Prin- 

cess this week got some adverse 
advance notices in local press. Let- 


First saies convention of any big / 
ter writers claimed it was contrary 


American film distributing organi- 

zation ever to be held in Canada] t® What they thought it should be 
took place at Montreal last week | 49d feared shock to religious sus- 
when the Educational held a three-| CCPtibilities, but censors liable to 


Start- 
fair 


watch for anvthing like that. 


day convention at the Mount Royal 
looks like 


Hotel, attended by 50 delegates 
from all over the W. S. 


 & 


ed big Sunday and 


Sross. 


“Patsy” Kelly, newcomer, has been 


Mildred Mitchell, for 16 months,] 
seven-days-da-tveek .ead in the Or-| Signed by Charles B. Dillingham for 
pheum stock, with a different bill’ the Stone show. 
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